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PUBLIC ACOCMODATICNS TESTING

On Friday, February 26th., local Negro citizens tested the Civil
Bights Lew. In the morning, a zroup of five Hesre ladles went te
Jones Drus Store and Wardell's restaurant in Centon. Three ladies went
into Jones Drug Stors which has & lunch counter and tables where one may
eat. Just before they went in, & white CCFC worker went into the Drug
Store, set down at one of the tsbles and wes sorved immedistley. When the
Yesro women walked into the gtore, ¢l)l the chairs at the tables had teen
ranoved except tvo. The watrese aeled them whet they vented and they 211
said they wanted malts. She told them that ghe ocolld serve them te zZo,
tat they could not et them there. Juet Vefore she tock thelr order
ghe guickdy removed the lsst tws repainins chalrs from the tables and
pat them behind tke couwnter. When the ladiss asked her why they couldn't
egt the mslte there, the waltress replied, "Beczuse I'm Just not going to
sarve you. Look down at the sign at the ¢o mter, don't you see iti"
{pointing to a pencilsd sizn which sgid "gloged") The ladiee ssid
they saw the sign and walked out of the Drug Store. They then went
to Wardell's Restaurant (all five of them) But they only walked in and
sat there Tor about 2 minutes. They saw a man go to the Lack of the
restaurant and pick up what they think was a telephone bookl. This made
them wervous, eo0 they got right up and left the restaurant.

That afterncon eight younger peopls tested Wardell's restaurant and
the public library. The librery was losked up when they got there at
approximately 4316 p.m. Ther then went up to Wyrdell's restaurant.
Imnediately preceding them was two white COFD workers who walled in and
sat down in the restsurant. The MNegro group came into the Rgstaunrant
and sat down at two tebles. After about 2 or O minmmtes, the managsr of
the restzurant cmme ovar to each of the tables and told them very politaly
that Lhe eculd mot serve them. When they asked why he replied that
it was not bLacause of color or creed but becguse of the good of his husiness.
He then came over to where the two white COFO workers were gitting and
told them that they had better go too. When they asked why, he repliesd
that he reserved the right to serve whom he plemsed. When gsked if he
mes Mr. Wardell he gmswersd that he was. The Negro grouwp and ths COFO
vorkers 211 got wp ffi# and left the restaurant. There were quite a
few white people stending around the streets. A group of five students
went inte another place, called the Salty Sandwiech Shop. (This placs
has & divided room one sids for white and one side for "golorad.)
ds the Negro students walired into thls place the woman working there
ran out of the shap and went over to talk to a policeman. Tinally
a8 the students Jjust sitod on the white sids, a White man came in and
told them that they would have to go over to the colored side to be sarved.
Fhen they aeked why, the man replied that the woman just didn't want them
in her place. Thpy them left the shop.

There is mores testing to be done in Kadlison county. As of vat
Fifff suits -ave not been filed mgainst any of these places. We have
been advised by attorneys te walt muntil we finish testing all of the

places that we want to test so that ome suit may we brought against
all of these places.
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FREEDOM DRMOCRATIC PARTY DEPOSITION HPARING FOR THE CONGRESSTOFAL CHALLENGE

On Febrmary Sth. thirowgh Febhrmnery 12th. the Freedom Demccratie held
bearings for the Cenzressional Challensre in Madison County. The hesrings
wers held at the Msdiscn County Courthouse in Canton. This was pert of the
statewide 40 day period to gather testimony te substantliate the cliallengze teo
the five regulsr Congressmen from Mlssissippi that they had not baen elected
by the majerity of the people of Mississippl. Many local Negre citizeas
testified at these he-rings about how they bed bren denied the Pight te
register to vote or the complicated procedure that they had to ge thremsh
to become registered voters. The firet witnese was Mr. Osorge Washington Sre
wiho told of how he agd bheen barressed gnd thresstened since he rented the
Yipuse to the COTD Fpwjeot and becsme involved in the Movement in Madleen
Countys During Kr. Washington's testimony the sheriff and twe deputles
caxe Into the courtroom with thelr gune exposed =nd stbod glaring at the
witoeses. OCur lawyer protested after which a 16 mimate recess was called with
the fipsl declsion that the oguosition lewvers ezid that the lhearinss
ceuld be moved into another room end our lewysr seid that they would try
to find some ather plzce ffdf for the hearings so cur wiinesses would
not be mubject to intimidetion. During the crosg sxaminstion of Mr. Washington
by local Canton lewyers representing Prenties Walker it was abttempted to
show thel the fings thet happened to My. Washington were Jjust lisclated
incidents. Gecrge Egywond Jr., Centon Froject Dirsctor, wes the next
witness and he testified with grest clarity sbomt &1 gets of intimidation,
bteatings, tombing, etc. connected witk the Voter Razistration Irive in
Kadison County snd the recent ASCE election. Hiz cross exsmimstion wes
put of f until Thursday. six

On February 9, 1965 f4ff Negro witnesses testified as to what harpened
to them whem they tried to registsr snd what heppenad to them on ths first
Freadom Duy in Canton in 16E83. 4l during the testimony the opposition
lawyaras kept referring to Negroes es "Nigras" to which our lawyar kept
ob jecting strongly as well ge te tha use of the witnaggea first names
by the oppogition lawyers. The locgl siticens tegtimony went from failura
to pase the test, to lose of land and phyeiecal intimidation whem thay
toock the voter repletration test.

On February 10, 1965, slx moras local Negro eitizsns testified alse
about the diffienlties they had sneoumtered when they attempted to register
to wote. Their stories told of being arrested on false charzes, thrsatened
by police officers, and a killing of a Wezro eititanj.

On February 11, 1965, George Raymond Jr. was crosg examined by the
gproeition lawysrs. That sfternoon, tha mayoe of Canten, L.S. Mathaws and
the local president of the White Citizens Comncil, Gus ¥obla, ware
questioned. Nayor Mathews was very alusive but it was br ught ont thej
he ie s wember of the WOC and on the scate sreostive Loard. The mayor
refized to snewer many guesticms sbout who were membrors of the WUC and in
general put hisself in a very bad position. OGus Noble was wery heatile
gbout the firet freedom day and the seleetive buring campalzy. Uyr lawrer
eontinually badgsered him about the mesning of the WDG and also put him
in very bad light. Upon fff} the comelusion of these witnesses taetimony
the opposition lawyer nade an objeetien saving that the testimony was
irrelevant and lomsterial.

On February 12, 1986, eix more loecal ¥egro citizens testifiad.

These hearings wera very significant not only for the Challenge, btut
aleo for the local Negre psople of Madison County. TFor the first time
the courtroom wgg integrated and integrated so thoroughly thet the whites
finelly retreated up behind the the bar that separates the judse and jury
from the andiencs, Also for the first time the white men heard Wegroes
t8lling him that they did not like to be called by their first nomes and

did not like conditions in Mississippi.



CANTON PROJECT FINANCIAL REPQRT

This report will begin with the month of Mereh. As of thaet time the monay
in the office was given sut of personal checks from individual staff mnesbers.

Received Pald Out Sguree ta
826.00 Contribntion from Bill Foravth 3/5/eE
$40.00 Hepaid lean from Senny Dearon afsfes
$190.00 Contritmtion from Sarah Leibar
l:uaa:g. te pay fer Bill Henhlin's 3/10/ses
gar
$100.00 Payment from dismissippi OCHE af11/es

%o make ap for money gpent on

fixing Famklinls esr .
$225.00 Contributions from North ebtained  3/11/65

by Fi1l Yorsyth in spesking tour

$580.00 (received wy to Msrch 18, 1385)
¥15.00 contridution from North
2,00 contrivution for food feom local person

$897.00 Totsl B-Ral@one; Tood money for Freadom House 3/8/85
2.80 Leundry for Freedom House SETES
3.33 Food money 3/8/e5
6.14 Food money 3/8/as
279 Food monsy 3/9/es
4.0 Food money a/a/as
7.82 Food for staff mesting (15) 3/¢/65
1,63 Toed money 3/10/es

10,00 Subsietence money for Finch 3/10/e5
Evang and Bill Hmblin
1,00 Fhone money end sosp 3f10/es
2.12 Fhone 411 ending Feb. 22nd. 3/10/85
1.26 Food money 3/11/és
2.00 Food monsy 3/11 /85
2.00 Loan to P21l Sharp 3/11]/65
7E.00 Rent to Waslington's for Freedoa 3/11/¢6
Hyuse
2.82 Food money 3/11/e5
.41 Tood money /11 /e
2.24 Tood wuoney 3/12/e5
5.00 Food monay 3j1zfes
&.00 Uoner for Madison County Citizen 3/1z/eE
2.89 Food money 3/13/e5
4.00 Food money 31585
1.00 Food money 3/16/ &5
8.00 finch Ivana @ Subaistence oonay Ef'iﬂf &5
8.00 Bill Hamblin = subsistence monay 5/18/es
$168.30

Total Keceivad — §537.00
Totzal Paid Qut — S58.30
{including 31350

chack gbove)  $298.70 Eslance




MADISON COUNTY AQFIVITIES

Ths Ceunty Convertion

Tha Madison County Moveme=nt hes 22t up & ecounty convention Juw
lkareh 27, 19656 at a locegl mgn'e house by the name of Stokes Ware.
4ll the preject's activitisgs have Deen centered around thie coning
convention for the past month. The ecunty hes been divided uwp into
the seme communities thset were used for the ASCE Election. Thle gives
the county 8 communities plus the town of Canton. ZEach of these
communities hee been worked by COFC workers. The mair idea behind this
convantion is %o bring elected representatives together to tilk shout
the things that thsy want to do in the coming momths. It is genarally
felt that COFO has contlnued to bring programs to the peonle to carry
out like the Freedom Zagistration, the Fresdom Vote and the Challenze.
Tor the first time, local citizens will be cening together to disouss
what they want to carry out themselves. Bach of these 8 comwunities
plus Canton, are now alecting representatives to represent them at the
convention. There is also a educative process goinz on with these
ddections. The people are first discussing the merits of such &
eonvention before electing delegates and are alse dlscassing thinss
that they want to see done in their various com—unities. TFor example,
most of the peccle in twe communities want to see their roads improved
and want to talk abrut having Treedom Schools this sumner. Most of
the pesrle have been meebting in small groups with a OOFD worker te
talk about what this convention means and whet they want to ses dons.
One commuanity has already drawn up a petition to talke to the county
road supervisor about their roads. 4ll attention of the project has
been centered on this one program and it is hoped that for the first
time local people will have a hand in sblecting the programas that they
want to carry out. It is also hoped taat these elected representativas
will continue to funetion in thelr communitles after the convention,

Sewinz Frojoct

A group of gbk~=t five local lgdiee nave been talking aboub starting
a sewing Co™opersitive. They can all make sphirts and dresses in a short
apoant of time., They fesl that they ceuld stert a COOP whieh would make
ahirts and dresses to sell te places. There Las also baen talk of getting
goma Northern gorbacts to gpupply the meteriale. The ladies have now mads
four ameples of their work and it will e seat to warlous companies
in the Horth to see If they wonld be interested in this marksb. The COFD
effice Lies two sawing machines to start with and plans ars now belng mads
to leck into the procedure to met op guch a Coop. The ladies are very
garious about this project and want te start on it right away.

DOnion Activity

Thare bBove been sgeveral mastinss about forming a union at ona of the
local woed working mills in Canton. This mill employes about 150 Hegroas
and theay work in megrazsted facllitiese and for a low wage and long hiourss
The imaln problem ie trying to gaet all the amployrees tosether. Many arae
afreld of losing thelr jobs. Georgs Haymend is golng to get mors information
on kow to stert a union, plus telk to the hsad of the Mississippi AFL/CIO,

There will be more inforaation on this later. Right now it is just in he
talking stages.
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