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Dea r Anya 

Bruce Hartford 
543 Indiana ave. Apt 3 
Venice, Cal if 

I have been in the movement since 19~1. My firs t involvment with the aovement 
was wit h the "Freedom Rides" in the sprinc of that year. Later I worked wi th CORE 
(Congress of Racial Equality) for two Jjears; demonstrating, going to jail, 
negotiating,writing, mimeographing, me~ting , painting , investigating etc. In 
1964 I helped form N-VAC t he Non-Violent Act ion Commit tee. I worked with N-VAC 
all through the year of 1964. In February cf 1965 I went to Ala•ama to work for 
Dr. Marti n L~ther Kings Southern Christian Leadership Conferance (SCLC). Froa 
Fe• ruary until the end of May I worked in Selma and the surrounding counties 
ori ani s ing demonstrations and doing voter eogistration work. During this time I 
was arres ted 6 times (my 7th thrc ugh 12 arre~t). I was on the march over the 
Edmund Petus bridge on Sunday March 6 and on all the other Marches to Montgomery. 
On t ho 1s t of June I • ecame project dir ector of Crenshaw County Ala. a small 
rural county aoout 60 miles south of Vontgomery were I was the f i rst civil rights 
worker to co• i nt o the county. I was ~roject director un.till I h!ld to return to 
Los An~eles for a r etrial of one of t ho N-VAC sit-in cases and to serve a 30 
day sentence f r om one of the other sit-in cases. 

Recent l y somebody asked (as did you ) a friend of mine, nnd myself , what all 
these c t vi l r i ght s demonstrators and f ree speech s it-ina--- what i s it that we all 
wanted. Vy f r ierxi said "Let the T')eople t~ecide" l:lnd I said· "One man- One vote". 
Two slogann that mean the same thing. 1~en you Doil it down thats what our vision is, 
a society in which everyone is equel arid the peopl e have a voice in the decisions 
t hat ef fect thoi r lives. To me the goals of the movement ar e em•odied in a poster 
I onco sa:,, t hat was printed oy SNCC (Student Non-violent Coordinatinc Coanittee ). 
It sai..d 11 ONE MAN - ONE VOTE11 , and over tne slogan was a picture of an eld Ne«ro •an. 
He was pr obael y about 50 but he looked · 60 . Hft was s t tting down with his knarled bands 
in hi s la~ and an ol d beaten up hat on his head . His overalls were faded and 
threadaare and hi s shoes broken down. ~at teeth he had were crooked and s tained 
with snuff, his f ace was cr acked and w~atherbeaten, and he s at there holding a 
pitchfork.He o•viosly couldn't write hts own name, and proba.Dly spoke with a soft, 
slurred accent that you could 't& arly unc}erab.Ml. 11 0NE MAN-- ONE VOTE11 it read. Not 
a picture of a James Meridith, a Sidney Poitier, a Jackie Roains on. Not a picture 
of a Negro college professor, or a Negt o soldier, or a Negr o minister, but a 
picture of an illiterate, beaten down Qld Uississi'!'Pi sharcropper. "INE MAN--ONE VOTE". 
ONE 14AN-- . 

A numo~r of peo~le have asked me 1why the civil rights aovement i s s till 
mounting demonstra tions , why we are st tll mar ching, why children are still goinc tc 
jail. After all they argue,there have now oeen four civil rights oills pas sed 
(lG57,• 61, •64, •65), innumer~ble executive orders ,romulgated, and the President 

has even sung "We Shall Overcome". ·~ny . t hen the continuing demons trations? The · 
answer lie3 not in the l ack of l egislation b11 t in the lack of enforcement. 

When I arrived in Crenshaw County in June of 1965 I found a county that to 
all intents and purpos es was •till living i n the era before World War n. The tWWR 
of Luverne w88 co~letly segr egated (over a year after the passage of tho civil rights 
\J ill of 1Q64), everywere one looked were "Whi t e Only" 'signs, every public building 
had t wo enterances and four res trooms. Even ·the bus de~ot was still segregated 
(four year s after the Freedom Rides). It was .easy to tell when you entered the Negro 
sections of t own---where t he pavement ended the Negroes began. Tha t summer we tried 
to integr ate the bus de~ot. The chief deputy sheriff, Deane Horn, s tirred u' a 
mob that attacked and ~eat the integr a td group of us that sought service in the 

'~ 8us depot. 
On another occasion 4 of us were working in a small t own t en mi les south of 

Luverne , t he Crenshaw County seat, called Br antley. The chief of Pol i ce and Mayor 
of Br antley organised a moo of about 90 per sons t o a ttack us . They wer e al l armed with 
iron pi pes , baseball bats, knives, and orobab1.y guns . They threatned t o kill us and 
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the Negroes that we had heen working wtth. As the mob grew we hid inside the home of 
one of the Negroes • . e called the Justice Department and the F.B. I., both of whoa 
iave us the same answer. They told us that there was nothing that they could do 
hut that if we were killed or injured they would certainly investigate. They said tha t 
they vrere not able to make arrests but were only an investagatory body. We were 
finally forced to make a run for it. They chased us for ten miles, on two occasions 
they tried to force us off the road, and on other cccas ions they tried to sur round our 

•f• l 

ca. and stop us. We were lucky, however, and maged to reach Luverne. There is no 
dou•t t hat if they had caught us they would have killed us •. The justice dept. and 
the F. B.I. did nothing even though we cave them evidance tha t the Mayor, the Chief 
of Police, and the State Troopers wer e organizers of the mo•, t hey didn't even 
"investicate" . It ts interesting to note t hat the F.B .I. finds no diffiqul ty in 
arresting students who burn the'r dr aft cards. 

But more dissapointi ng then the lack of ~rotection i~ the non-8nforcement 
of the Voting Act t hat we suffe red so tiuch in Sellla to cain . In Crenshaw County 
the re1istraticn •coks are cpen for re§istration only two days a month. ~ice a 
rnonta during the lone hot SUllliP-r months of June, July, as d August we would bring 
60-75 people down to the Courthouse in Luverne to try to register and vote. 
Most of these peopl e risked their joDs ,and some thier l tves to come down to the 
courthouse and face the Doard of recistrara. The hoard would •aually onl y be a8le 
to proces s about 55 of tbose applying. r Those who cot in to attel!IJt to recister were 
faced with a four Pel«e fona to 'be fillfi O'!Jt,, a quotation of the constit ution to 
be rena, a questions about government to -· answered (to the ~oards satisfaction) 
oaths t o 8e sworn, and witnesses to be produces. Out of the 55 or sc that the 
board would process ~ oT 6 would he allsoed to pass: Just hefore the las t re~istration 
day in August the Voting Rights bill 8$Came law. The next re,iatration day well over 
200 Negroes we re down at the Courthouse heping,at last, to ~ecome voters. The board 
was only allo~ed to use a small form wfth ab out a questions on i~, asking name, 
add ress, age, oitizenshi p etc. That e~· tite goard processed lee• people t hen they did 
under the old system of the 4 pace form and l iteracy test. The 6ourthouse opened 
at a: )O in the mornin&, no one who arrived after 9:05 in the moring got in to see the 
registrar, people waited froa 9:10 untill 4:30 in the aftern .. a when the Courthouse 
closed. The voting act cont ained a provision ,._t if 20 people made a comolaint that 
the provi si0ns of the act were not bei~g carried out that Feder&l Exaainers would •e 
sent in. Almos t all of those who were ~eft waiting when the Courthouse closed filled 
aut comnlaints. Over 150 complai nts were sent in to the Justice Dept. We have never 
had an answer f rom them. 

There iS a sign in the \Kississio-pi headquarters of the Student Non-viol ent 
Coordi nating Coa~ittee-... 

There is a city in Mis3iss1~1 called Liberty 
" There is a street in Ita BeD& called Freedoll 

There is a department in Washington cal led Justice 

There io MOre the jus t the dangers and frustrat ions •~ tba civil rights 
movement t hat a worker has to get used \to. You have to adjust to a way of life in which 
the people livo in comDlete and abject poverty and e.tal suojagation. In which 
everything that the Negro has is either inferior, or inadequate, the schools , the streete 
the sanitation system, the hcuses, the 'rood, the clothes, the everything . You have to 
adjust to a s ociety in which Negro children ar e taught that they. are really not a 
human being but just ••• a nigger. A soc\et y in which Ju~tice is a white mans whim. 

It is imposiale to really comprenend the reality of the poverty of the Southern 
Negro with out seoi~ it and living tttb it day after day, week aft er week, menth 
after month. We got to know poverty very well as we walked from cabin to cabin day 
after day. We 1ed walk up the dusty red dirt road under the hot sun toward an old decewpit 
wooden cabin held off t he ground by crooked stacks of r ed Dricks. We ' ed trudge acro~s 
the swept yard of dirt 8leaahed white by the sun t hat surrounded the caDin. We 1ed 
carefully clio the rickety s tairs, worn thin over the years, up to the porch, and 
lteg i n to talk to the woman who sa; there listlessly shelling peas,(the familys s ole 
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feod at tne mo•ent) , in t he shade that the porcb afforded . Lyinc in the corner of the 
porch would •• her year old baby, l ying there witaout tbe enercy to brush off the f l ies 
that crawled over his f~oe , over his l ips, over his eyes. There was no glass for the 
windows and no screens, just wooden storm shutters that had to ~e left open dur ing the 
hot summer months . Light was pr ovided ~y an al~ oil laMp and heat by a wood •ur in' 
stove. Water had to he &rought f rom the neighbors well down the road. As we went froa 
oa'b i'ft tf) cant n we saw a lot of children lli. t b birt h defects caused •:1 lack of geoi 
fcod during thei r mothers ~recnancy. We saw a lot of rickets, and a lot of score, 
and wo saw a lot of hul'lger. 

Tyran~ is t he partDer of ~overty in the south. There was a Negr o named 
Johnson in Crenshaw County who was a shar ecropper on land owned by a white man 
called Joe Trainu~. After Johnson had gotten pl anted aRd .est ef the work 
was rioneTJlai.num decided that he w~nted all of t hecron. so iB June of l as t year be ordered. 
J ohnson t o move of f t he farm wh1ch he had worked fer years . Johnson knew that 
if be moved he would ~et noru> of the oroceed froa the cro-p 1 nd he ref used to go . 
Trainum t hen began to shoot a t htm 11it h a shotgun. Johnson was slightly wounded - ut 
was able t o get away f r om Trainum. Johnsoa went into to~ to get tne sheriff 
and. lodge a complaint acainst TraiJtum. Trainum, however, called. u-, the sheriff and 
had Johnson arrested f or sunooeedly insult ing his (Trainums) wife . For the next two 
Vleeks Johnson remained in jail, every time we \Yent down to bail hia out tb.o s heriff 

p u t another minor technicality in our way. Finally after two weeks we were a•le to 
ge t h1m out of jai.l . When johnson returned to liis f ar11 Trainu11 qain ordered hill to 
l eave and Johnson again •aa•~ refused . Two days l ater Trainuae son (35 years old) 
drove up along side of Johnsons son ( 16 ye~rs old) .a he waa WAlking along the road. 
Trainum pulled out a pistol aad shot hill t wice in the side . Tbe aoy was taken to tbe 
Crenshaw County Hospital <•uilt partly with Federal funds) where the doctor s refused 
to treat hi • and ordered hi• taken out. He was then drivem 6o miles to the Catholic 
hospital in Montgomery were they were a•le to save his life . Train~ continued his 
t hr eats and at.t.acks agai.Ut Johnson untill JonaGn was .finally forced to leave. 

Even more despotic t hen the sharieqopper ,ystem in the nl antation s.yste•• The 
V.cCuen olantation in Dallas Cotmty is one of the l ar cer plantations in the area. 
McCuen, t he owner, is ~ hicb ranking ~em~er of t he KuKluxKlau . Werkers on his plaatation 
work n 12 hour day 6 or 7 days n week md are paid $1.25 a dty (or aoout ¢10 aa hour ). 
No one is allo~ed t o leave the ~lantati on without the permission of McOJen. Everything 
that t he workers must ~uy (all lagro workers of coree) they must buy at the plantatioa 
store there on the ~lantation . Anyone that leaves the l)l entati on w thont permiss ion 
i s •e~ten up . McCuen has threntned to s hoot any civil r · ghts worker found on his land. 
VIe know he is not 'bluffinc . 

If someone were to ask • to I could talk a out the civil rt~hts moveWl8nt ftr 
6 days and 6 nights and fill a hundred letters such as~•· URfortunatly, bowever, 
no matter bow much I t alk or how much I write I always run into t~e sa"'e prohlea. It 
i~ as dt.f.ficult to tell s omeone ah ut the movement and gi ve them a real understanding 
of it as it is t o gi ve s om eone a real comprehension of the Grand Canyon or Banff 
from a little olack "~oo whi. te snaoshot . You can see from the sna-pshot that there is 
a hol e i n t he cround or a mountain but that does not get over the real truth of the 
situati on. It ts the same in talki ng a-out t he movement, the bes t that I can hope for is 
t o give you a written snapshot. I will write anot her letter soon, ~ut oefore I close 
this one t here is one 110ro thing t hat I want to dl scuses. The peopl e who !lake up the 
movement . I don ' t mean t he gr eat lead~rs or the c i vil rights wor kers , but the POODle 
1\'ho ar c the bavkbon!} of the movement, t he peoole who ~ere 'born aoo ~rew l}p in the 
mack Belt of the deep south , the poorr RDd uned-_1cated, the old and tho youn1 . 
So~tt=es people wonder why we stay in the movement w t h it ' s dan&ers and frustrations, 
s omet imes we wonder ourselfs. A l ar ge ~art of the answer to that question lies in the 
people that we work with. There is a strong •and that is forged between ci vil r~ghts 
workers and be t ween the peonl e •hat they work mth. No one leavee the eouth without 
l eavinz a part of himself there, and no one leaves Wlth out taking a part of the south 
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There is s 011Ucb I want to say about t hese peo-ple an words are s o pitifully inadequate . 
There is do much ta descri9e and there is no t ime , especiall y in a letter, to tell 
it. 

Most of the demonstrat ing in Selma was done by the young students in Jr. ~d 
Sr. Hi~ School. One of the student leader s was a 13 year old girl named Veronica 
Smith. She had - een arrested a number of t imes in demonstrations a.a was one 
of the students that were in charge of ~icket lines. One day wheD she was arres ted 
whe was -.rought up •eofre Sheriff Jill Clarck to be aooked. 

(b rusquely) "Nigger, whats your name", he col'lllanded. 
{quietly) "Mi ss Veronica Smith" 
{ancrily) "Niuerl You know haw to talk to usJ Now whats you name~" 
{quietly ) "Uiss Veronica Smith" 
(ominously ) 11 Ni gger, we're going to give you one more chance. Now •• whata •• yoUJ' •• 

name." 
(quietly) "~iss Veronica Smith" 

He knocked her to the floor wit h hts billy club and kicked her onee. She got u~. 
(s neeringly ) "Okay, nigger, whats your name." 
(qui.et ly) "Uiss Veronica Sm1 t h" 

le beat her down agaia ·.vi. t h b:ls club a k1 eked her a f ew times in the mouth. She got 
up s lo,Yly, she was 'Dl ceding f r om the mouth. 

(angrily ) "Say Veronica!" 
{reluctantly) "Veronica11 

L~ngrily) "Say S.t th!" 
(s lowly ) 11Smi th." 
(satisfied ) "okay, then , nig&~er." 
{sof tly , defiant ly ) "Miss Veronica S'nith" 

They D&at herhup untill she was unconscious and then dr&~~od her off to a cell. 
Where she stayed 'bout f1. ve days untill '"e coulcl got them out. 

There were old people too r1ho had t hat quiet kind of courace. One day a8c-ut naea 
time w~ .were in the 1st Baptist church di spatching teams of Pickets to vari.ouse places 
dmmtown, when a dozen old l adi.es entered the church. They were all forty or fifty 
cr si xty, and tbey said that they l'rant~d to go picket the Wellfare Office becasue 
they had ~een remo ved from t he wellfara rolls after t hey had t ried (unsuccesfully) 
t o ~agister to vote. They had ce me from Orrville about 20 m1les SouthWest of Selma. 
They llad had to walk part of the way a~· d they were pretty tirea. Wife tela thew. tuy 
eu,at t e rest awAile befor e tkey weat •ut to picket, but th~ said t aat they ta u&&t 
t ne7 saeuld ae t aeir picketia, durin1 the n••• &eur whea lets of peopl e would ••• 
the• , besides taey kaew tAat they wouldn't 1et ~•re tae. 50 stepa befer s tkfty were 
arrested a:.yway • So 1 t didft 't aat ter lolow tir~ t hey were. tater tba\ fiay I feuwi tu't 
tae cell I was i~ ~*5 ju~t dew~ t ho hall fro• their•, a~ th•t we e•uld eheut te 
eaca et~••• They were ia a cell wit a steel buaka, but wi t2 •• •attreeees. There were 
6 buaks se aalh e f thea had t e slo~p •• th• goatret~ flo ... We were ta8r~ fer 3 Q&ya • . 
Y~on w .. lef t they we~• ia &•ed apirita. 

Taere wers et ker• k1Bds of eoura1•• I r.._.ber a peor far.er wae .... sky!71 
ae1itaatly1 up t o tke lre~ea House owe sveaia,. He ~a• aerTouse ab•ut talkin1 te 
a w.Ute p~r•en1 even en• wao wu a freed•~ werker. He didn tt aay -.uoll be juttt ••rt 
of ete»d taere fer ~ ~•went and then he thrust a d•llar into ~y aand aftd softly 
llumbled '1'Aia is to aelp you &11 •ut .-~~ I kacw w:l~r• ae lived aad I kl'lf!lf tlLat witaout 
t hat dollar lte ud hia ! a1lil y weuld n t ut the aext day. I wallted t o cive i t ba•k 
to him aad tell Aia t hat ws really didatt ne~ i t . But, someaow, etandinc there leokin1 
at bill I • • uld• 't de it. If he kad the coura~~ to cive ~• that ••ney I woulj just 
faTe to fiad tbe • •urage t• ac .. p\ it. 

Well, I'll write acaia 

Bruce 
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