
Report on Sunflower Lounty 
From: John Harris. 
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We have project offices in Indianola (main office), Ruleville and 
the town of Sunflower . In Hul~v ille and Indianola there are voter 
regis tration , fre:~:dom sc hool i:nd co r,;m-uni ty cen t.er programs . In 
Sunflower there a re voter registration a~d freedom school programs. 

There are local civil right s organizations. The organization (Bul9-
ville Citizenship Club ) in Ruleville has been estnblished for two 
year~. In August the Indianola Citizen 1 s 1eaguevras formed and 
the ~unflower County Citiz@n 1 s League was formed in September. All 
groups have been very active. Mass mee~ings are usually well atten­
ded. There is a mass meeting each wee~ in R~leville, SunflowPr 
and Indianola. \le are vwrking on finding a nl~tce in Noorehead (pop. 
1,000) to hold meetings. An average of )80 people attend mass 
meetings in tr1e county each week. I 

The voter registration work has been encouraging. Since we set up 
the Indiano l a office in July, approximately four hundred Negroes 
have attempt~d to regist er to vote. Only ten passed. 

The freedom schools have been well attended ~ince the summer, with 
a lull during the cotton picking season. Since the freedom school 
was burned in Indianol a , classes and mass meet ings were held on the 
outsid e until t he weat he r became too cold l as t week. Night time 
adult classes will be he ld in a nei~hborhood house this week. The 
school should be repaired by next week . Freedo m school is he ld in 
the town of Sunflower twice a week . Teenage classes a re well atten­
ded. We teach Negro history, government a~d politics, and citizen­
ship. There are also workshops in whi ch we discuss the movement, 
government and politics, and citiz enship. There are also workshops 
in which we discuss the movement, freedom vo te, canvassing, freedom 
primers, etc. 

The F.D.P. in the county is strong. There wer e three delegates to 
the Democratic National Convention from the county. There was 
good participation in th e 11 freedor1 vote 11

• Th ere were more freedom 
votes cast in Indianola than w6re regular votes. There were 2770 
freedo m votes cast in the county. 

'vJe are planning a rn:rrck e lecti on , via FDP, in January. Candidates 
will run for sheriff Gnd o ther county offic e s, as well as for mayo~, 
afurman, etc., in each to wn in Sunflower County. The purpose of 
the mock el ection is to extend FOP principles and to degelop county­
wide leadership. Precinct meet incs wi ll be held in the near futu~e 
and in three or four weeks the de l egat~ s from these precinct mee­
tings will a ttend a county meeting in Indianola (the county seat). 

Of cours e , since September, there have been numerous incidents of 
violence and harassment around the county. 
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