








I had a good long talk l a st nisht ui th Revo a pO't·Jerful 
l eade r i n t he Neero communlty o .:fa t old me a bou t his boyhood 
in Amite County, Years ago , when he refused his poll 
tax he conducted a. "stand in" for 10 hours until the 
whi te men gave ino And he t old about a day bacK in 1942 uhen 
he and his f ather 11alked 5 miles t hrough t.he snou and he ent ered 
the Army o He t old of h o1·1 he f ought in Europe and returned to 
Ameri ca to face the humiliati on of being a c1tizenr 
He svmre he 't'rould never f!i ght in another Hal'\. 

I had good long tallc 1-.ri. th J o She told me the story of 
hex· Doody» 1·1ho married a l ocal boy n ame d Samo Sam 
joi ned the Ar my and an alcoholic and he treated .lioody 
badly .. 3he ted to lea ve him but he u·oul d plea d ui th her 
and B\'Tear he'd never d r inlc again and she alt·rays forgave him o 
One do.y he e;ot drunk and thre1-1 hot s au ce in her eye o It almost 
blinded her and then ivhen he tri ed to bea·t her, she s tuck a 
butche r knife in his hea.rt c He sald , 11 Doody p I 0m hurto" !;;he 
i·Tiped mvay the blood on his chest and called a bu1; Se.m 
died o Doody 11. ve a do'tro. t he 'l'he f ore;ave her because 
they knew that Sam mistreated h e r and "'t as a drunko Doody loved 
Sam in s pite of his drunkeness and I believe she really himo 

Tomorrow·" Free and I are goinP. to take Il.evn and Go and 
:Irso J o out to di nner at dideman'fs, a fMcy place that refuses 
to se r ve Nee;roe so ':J e expect to be t urned a'i'ay but it is terribly 
important t o tr3o And perhaps ou r affadavits will help to open 
it u p someday:. 

Th i:cd Letter 

( Part of the contents of this letter relating to Luke i s e xper­
iences in jail h ave been combined 1•11 t h the second le'ttero) 

Gail is in j a il o She took 5 Negro children to and 
Simms s Drug Store to test the Civil llights Bill by reques t ing 
servl ce a:c the lunch countero lir e Tudor called t he pollee 
and they follO'ti'ed Gail f o r mi l e s as s he drove throu gh tolm., 
They finally stoppe d her for maldng a "bad le.ft tu:rno" In court 
Gail pleaded not She put t h e policeman on the t-n t ness 
s tand and demonstra ted l·rondel.,i"ully w·e l l ·that this 11as a c1 vil 
r i gh·;.s case and n ot just a traf f i c violation., The prosecuting 
a t torney a bie; ciga r an d ma de \·rlsecrack s a chorus 
of policemen behind h i m ca ckled " The tried to be leni ent 
::md f i ned Gail )12., 00 a He fel t that she 'li·muld be pleased to 
"ge't off easy" 11 Zveryone in tl?.e courtroom \vas shocked uhen she 
said, "Thank j udc;e 9 f or you:c lenien cy , bu t I 1-li ll not pay 
money because I did not commit a cr i meo I do no t want to enrich 
t he ci ty of !-ler idi an by .:112 o 00 ') I do not owe y ou aaything for 
r equesting guarant eed by United States l awo I would 
rat her f3ave ·tha/11 .. f or t est ingo And so I Hill go to jail o" 
I lvas vex:¥ proud of Ga ilo She is in j ail nou and she i s on e of 
t he rmrld • s frees t per s on s o 3he l ooks s o s't-veet and pre t.ty t hat 
she has even t·ron the h eal'tS of t he poli cemen., They buy her 
calces and t.hoy speak of her as 11 our model pr isonera " sr..e 
1vri tes to the ou t side 't'lor ld and signs he r l e tters 
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I l>OOk the freedom school kids to jail to see Gail and she con­
ducted freedon class from a jail oelle 

Joe r-~or~e and Sandy .iatts, 2 of cur COFO lvOTlcers s. are still 
1n jail as 11 accom:plices in the c.r1Iue 11 of accepting the stolen 
record player... The ~-!eridian 3tar haa glee.fully announced the 
ne\rs(\ Joe is n red-haired 21-year-old from r~innesotao He 
i-r;.m·t;a to become a priest someday, Joe is in jail i·Ti th a bunch 
of tough, white , segregationist criminals and I am afraid for 
him, Sandy is a freckle··faced girl fr·om Oregano She has 
been charged i·Ti·th burglary because she gave Kaminski a ride 
one dayo She is in the ~fulte ~omen's cell and has been on a 
hunger str-lke for 5 daya nou.., lihat a terr-1 bls and criminal 
ayatem of lati enforcsmento 

Freeman :1eaY'd a Neg1 .. o man praying., He said, "Lord, I been 
down so long ites a part of me. ~ Its a part of meo': 

I reoei ved a phone call la·i.e 011e nig"lt Linda, a COFO uorker 
in Clark~ Coun·tty ~ \·Ta3 sick and needed to see a doctor., I ifb.S 

dr1. van to Clo.rke Coun·ty and when I examined Linda I :found that 
she had lymph~ngitis~ Thexe was a aoze on her leg and red streruce 
ifel"'C advancing up her logo She had a large, tander inguinal 
node and a .fever" She needed a p~nic1llin shot and lie drove 
her to Saint Joseph's Hospital "t-rhere E:>he rec~ived a shoto 

Today I went to Cla.rtce County for the first test of tne O:l. vil 
Rights Dill in this county. E.L~:tc and I trere 1d tnesseao \Je 
went to the Greyhound Bus Station and sat do1m at the counte.r."fj 
Then 5 Negro ... s entered and ze;t do-rm. The man tried to raake 
them go to the Negro aection but Revo ~·1~, 6 foot 6 and menacing­
looking, re:_lnded him that the Civil Righ+o Jill has passed. 
Re t:rembled 1-ri th fear and said J "I knovr ab01 .• t the lat·To ~·lhat 
do you uant?u ~"?.ev, \·I~ ordersd a ha.m sc.nd ;ich and the others 
had cokes(\ They 't·Tere proud as could be and \ve all felt ,.ery 
happy about ito Clarke CountJ is one of the t-torst count1P.s iu 
Hissn and this 9 Te.s oor.1e·~hine; of a triumph 

I took the negro kids to Chick n T:rea"~ .,on.1r;ht and the~ gave 
1.U3 hamburgers ui th hot pepper sprin:ded liberally on ~op I 
houled and ny mouth is sii111 burn1ngo lae Ba.stardsr Scme·times 
it 6 s ha~d to bo nonviolentQ 
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P'oU!'th Letter (12/7/~) 

I et.m '-iri ting this lattEr~ from the Meridian j ailo Last night 
Freeman and I drove a earload of 9 Negro high school students to the 
A & W Rootbear Stand and the Toddle House Diner to test th~ nublie 
~c~ommodations section of the Civil Rights Billo At the A &~W Root~ 
beer Stand two homely pimply-faeed teenage girls saw the Negro child ... 
ran approach. They screamed, "The niggahs is integratin .... The niggahs 
is integratin" and they locked the door and ealled the pollceo The 
children ~eturned quickly to the ear and we drove oft to a side street 
as 4 police cars passed by. \-Je then drove to the Toddl.e House Diner, 
and we parked on a side street nearcy., The children went in and o~dered 
9 Cokes" The woman brought tha Colces and told the kids tha. t the price was 
a dollar- a Coke. They asked her if this was the priee .for everyone, and 
after so~e diseussion, sha low~red the price tc 2'¢· 

Meantl.aile, carloads of loeal toughs began to arrive at the diner 
and a crowd began to gather in th3 parking loto Four or five police 
cars drove up and the policemen talked 'ri th the crowd a Freeman and I 
and one Negro girl were sitting in the car, and we didn¥t hear What they 
said. Freeman got out of the car and vent to 1oolc for a phone to report 
our situation to the COFO officee I remained in the ear with the girle 
The door of the diner opened and the children camEl out. They t.r-alked 
bravely through the crowd1 and a police car followed slowly behind them. 
A girl in the erotlld - Ith1nk she vas a wai t1•ess .... pointed to our car 
and the erowd moved toward use One car pull ed in f'ront of us .. ona on 
the side - and one behind and we were boxed in. I rolled up the windows 
and locked tho doors. An ugly crowd gathered around the ear and ~~el 
sneering ~aees leered at us ~1rough the window~ There were old men in 
business suits and young men 'With a motoTeycle look about them, and 
there was evan a girl in tho ero~d G Ths:y wore hollering ~or our blood o 

~Niggah lover - You're going to get what Schwerner got - You son or a 
bitch" - and they shined bright flashlights in my race. 

I was terrified. I have never seen human races with such an 
animal look and I ~11 never foTget them. I looked at the Negro girl 
and said t'We shall overeomso., She answered "Wo shall overeomecr w I 
kept t:!OnAering, '1\llhere are those four carloads or policemen?" o Some­
one shined a flashlight on the Neg:s.'o girl and scl"eamed, "Look at the 
niggnh - Look at the niggahl"' They shouted cruel and obscene things 
at her. I was looking at the faces :.n the e?o'Wd "men suddenly I saw 
Freeman,. He ~Talked behind the crovrd and straight up to the door of" the 
car. I opened t.he door and FreGman got in. I thillk the crow was 
stupified by the eourage and daring of his act, and no one made a move 
to 2'estrain him o He locked the door, we shook hands J. and the~e were 
"Gbree ot us to race the mobe I said, "Have eourage .lf'ree. n H·~ said, 
''Vle 'Will, Luke; lie 1Jill ~" Then a man in a bro~m suit began t() lmoek 
on the mndow.. He hollered, e~open up that windovr," I refuse'! and 
started up the engine of the car o Ho said, urf you try to gEr~ aw-ay, 
I i 11 have to shoot youo,. Then ho shoved me a badge nnd I read the 
uords "Juvenile Officer" on ito He told the erowd~ n1 donnt like it 
anymore than you do, but if you bother them~ I 111 hav~ to arrest you~ " 
lie told me to get going., Ny legs wero shald.ne, but ! managed to drive 
through the crowd and baclc to the COFO officeo I was followed by ear­
loads of toughs., 

At the COF-o office I learneii that the kids had ea.lled frt)m the 
Trnil,-rays Bus Ststiono We ~era on our way to piek them up whc3n the 
11olice drove by us and we saw the kids piled in the back seat> We 
rollolJed them to the pollee station wher e the kids were booked on 
a charge o~ disorderly conduet o In l~ississippi 9 testing the Civil 
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Rights Bill is considered to be disorderly conducta Free and I walked 
into the police statio~~ .and we asked to be arrestGd with the kids. 
We told the policmen ~t we drove tho kids and that if' they were 
arrested, we wanted to be arrested too. We were charged with cont r i bu­
ting to the delinquency of minors. This means we helped Negro children 
to test the law o~ the land. The kids saw us as we wel"'e being led ott 
to jail and we winked at each othero 

It may surprise you that we volunteered to go off" to jailo We 
wanted the kids to know that we were with them and 've were outraged 
by the events of' the eveninga by the ugly girls at the A & W who 
screamed, .. The niggahs is integratinl ", by the waitress who charged 
children $1.00 for a Coca Cola because they were Negroes, by the police 
who not only failed to enf'orce the law or the land, but opposed its 
enforcement. I asked :F"ree why he volunteered to go to jail, and he 
oaid,_" It was the only thing I collld honorably do,'' and this 1s the 
way ~at I feel. 

l-Ie ware placed in a tiny jail cell - a square room w1 th black 
walls, bars on the window and door, and cockroaches on the floor. 
The walls were lined by trails o:r spit, and there were messages trom 
former prisoners - Mary is a good f"nek, Billy Weathers 19631 end the 
usual bathroom wall philosophies. Free and I sang Freedom songs. 

At 5AM we were taken in a police ear to the city jail~ We were 
placed in the wh1 te men's 3ail cell w1. th a group or tough looking 
characters. There was an Indian they ealled Chief, and Free and I 
thought it strange that a man w1 th the pigmentatior1 of a Nogro was 
accepted so readily into this ~lite community or prisoners. It it's 
not skin color than \lhat do they hate in a Negro? One man told about 
his sexual relations with mules. He said (with reference to a mule), 
nHer mother wasn 2 t too upset - she was eatin' grass. tt And he laughedo 
It• s men like this who holler nigger, who mske up lynch moba, who 
would keep our Negro children trom having a Coke at Toddle Houseo 
Freo and I didn 1 t say a word to the prisonerso Had they 'Y.nOYn that 
lie were c1 v11 rights workers or even Northerners thay might have tried 
to hurt us. I f'ell asleep on a filthy sheet that was spotted w1 th 
blood t:rom a former prisoner and wondered whether 1 t was TB or whether 
he was beaten. 

Latar Frota and I vere transf'erred to the county jail. As we 
walked up the steps to our cell we heard the Negro children singing 
2J;l freedom. Their voices eame trom a far away jail eall, and I have 
rarely heard a more beautiful soundo Free and I were taken to the 
court roOIIl and we were led before the judgeo We pl eadGd Not Guilty 
to a charge of eontri buting to the delinquency or minors, and we asked 
for and wsre granted a continuance. Then we were taken ~o a eell in 
the county ja11o That is where I am nowo We met and t alked w1 th some 
or the other prisoners. We told tham we were COFO wor kers and we 
dis cussed our dif"farences of opinion about Negroes. They s aid, ft Niggers 
stink, " "We treat our niggers . good•, "Would you ~-mnt ong to marry your 
sister" and the usual empty talkG 

An old man told us that he was a professional thiQf. Ha was proud 
o:r his talent and boasted that he nsver worked a day in his lite. He 
made s;o a day and supported two dope addicts on his earnings. He is 
addicted to Demerol and is now going through painful vi thdrawl symptom s o 
I told him about Synanon, a community or dope addicts who help each 
other to get bettero He was interestedo One prisoner learned that I 
was smdying medicine and he told me about his heart eondi tiona He has 



had tl:ro heart attacks, he has shortness or breath, hemopt-ysis, swelll.ng 
of the ankles, and other symptoms of heart failureo The jailer has not 
allowed him to take his blood pressure pills (which relieve the strain 
on his heartl and his symptoms have become worse. I told him to insist 
on his rights, and he promised to speak with the jaile:t-e 

Under my mattress I found a lettor to a former prisoner - a love 
l etter frotn Fay &-m Taylor t o a Mr. Junior Coueh -- Sh& writes 

Saying goodby will be very hard to do 
There will be very few words 
Only tears 
The only thing said will be, "I love yon." 
And 1 t will ba me saying 1 tQ 

I wnder what Junior was here tor a11d if someday he v.rill return to 
Fayo The Whole t hing seems terribly sehmaltzy but terribly real. 
This is such an odd place to find a love letter. 

Luke 

l~ORE NOTES FRQt.I THE COUNTY J.AYL 

Pat MeCarthy, the old thJ:·er, told us frightening stories about the 
county farm - stories or chain gangs and whippings and dreary days of 
labor on the roads or Mississippio The law,yer is try1ng to swing a 
deal - a SlOO :tine in return for a plea of gull ty It A plea of gull ty 
offends my sense of justice, and working on a ehain gang offends my 
sense of self-preservationo This is a very diffieult situationo 
Someone i n jail has a r adio and I just heard that 20 men have been 
arrested for the murder or Chaney, Sehwerner, and Goodman. The radio 
said these men are in the f~eridian jail. \'¥'hen Free and I heard that 
these men were to bG in jail \11th U.<t lo~e looked at each other and laughed 
very nervously. 

I met 3 man and \JaS told that they w~rre among the murdererso They 
were pink faced businessmen-types in suits . They l ooked like civic 
leaders and t hey probably were. They joked t-11 th the jailer and inquired 
about the tood. 'They ac·ted cocky and confident. They l!rere probably 
thinking about De La Beckwith, t he manm-e salesman \.rho killed M:adger EveX"E 
They had a parade for De La Beekw.i th recently in G:reen"ttJOOd, and I could 
sae th0lll dreaming of a parade in Fhil.adeJ.phia, Mi ssissippi on their behalf 
Signs say1ng Welcome Home Murders M with popcorn and candy~ 

Freeman was just handed a t.:m.rrent charging him 'fJi th Gl"and Larceny. 
It WtiS so absurd that I laughed when I saw 1 t, and so did Freeman~ but 
we both realize that this i s a serious mnttero They have made a moCk~ 
or justice and used it as a weapon of int:J.midationo They obstructed ·cast .... 
ing or the Civll Rights Bill and stood by why a mob thre~tened our lives. 
And then wen tre asked to go to jail as a demonstration of our indignation 
they trumped up charges of loitering, disturbing th.e pence, contr:l.buting 
to the delinquency of minors, and now Gl:-and Larceny" I f the Justiee 
Department fails t o step in, 1f justice is permitted to be so abused, 
if" Freeman and I are con.vteted of these trumped up charges, t hen I 
~dll laugh or maybe I will cry When I hear the word Justice a s sociated 
with the name Amerieao 


