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Three CLFC field workers soved into the rural Sandhill seetlcon of
Rankin County in December, 1964, Workers had beem in the county
briefly during the suzmer and sass meetings had been attended by
workers from the Eadisen County Froject for approximately feur
months prior to December,

Rankin County is 34% Negre, largely rural, and very frightensd,

The sehool system 1s one of the worat in the Ath district and the
kistory of rolice brutality i1s long. Just one incldent-the besting

of fouyr Negro men laost year as they were taking the voter reglstratlion
tagt, comsitted by the cneriff and deputy sheriff in the registrar's
office~ orented m evunty wide feur wilch ataff econtimuocusly has %o
right to over come, .

The project hae no perzanent office; wnobdllity has been vreferred,
plus the logieal county seat loecation 1s inacge=sanle to the fear of
renting teo CCFO4 There 1s no project budget, Staffl workers and local
people do thelr own finencing with the 2id of scme funda being receiv od
from staflf contaet outside the state, Steff had to rely on looal Sronse
portation fros January through Karen, but has now acquired s oar donated
by a Northern contzot,

A detormined offort nas been made in RAunxin County to have staff
operate as organizers snd advisors pnly and, with the exception of
HFDP requests for aetion, sll tane pians, programs and se¢tions mentioned
in the fol 'wing report sre the ideas and desire: of the people of
the Rankin County wmovement,

Work durlng December wun directed toward mé ting the requestas of
UFDP for people tn be in ¥Washington D.C. on January Ath for tie presefi=
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tation of the congressional challenge and for Fre-dom Dagp in the
state to back up the shallenge,

Lots of enthusiasm about the trip to vashington resulted in a
really exeiting fund reaising campalgn. Twenty Nissloaippi Ftudent
Union students borrowed ears and literally covered tne county canvassing
for poney; the a’ults had figh fries and the Ride held record hopas
(Rankin County ataff nearly wore themselves out attending money ralalng
funeticna); and two churches spongsored gospel singing evenings. 1I#l two
weeks this rursl cossunity raised apppoxizately $500,00 and proudly bought
& used scheel bue Just in time te make the trip, Twenty=four people
left Rankin Coumty for Washington in the bus which went about 100 miles be-
fore it broke down, [Fortunately, the bullt up pride and enthualass
(plus some finanelal ald fros COFC and QORE) enalled them to ralse encuphé
roney to scontinue to Was:ington and te return hose and rajige nore meney
to repalr the bus whileh 1s now running an? providing tranaportation te
atate and ccunty conventions and workshopn, ‘

A axall (17 adults and 10 studentsa) group marched to the ecunty
eourthouse to0 attempt to reglster on Jamuary Ath, Thoy were trumed away
by the sheriff wio announced that the eircuit clerk (resistrar) was
busy preparing for a grand Jury sesslon, The highwiy patrel caught all
27 people in a2 roadbleock on thelr way honme and cleolkted all identification,
Toat night 3 eof the men who had participated were arrested(on falge
chargea) and takem to Jail, A deputy steriff gald as he ll"l‘l,lt.ll'. them,
"You game to see us today; we've come to ses you tenight,®

During therest of Jeanuary an’ February the looal people from
Beat 3 spent a good deal of time attexpting te epen up the other sore
foarful comsunitiesin the county, Deolegntes from Beat 3 visited churehes
in other areas speanking for the sovesent, ml‘n,'md FOP, BGtaflr's 2
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' attexpte to attend churenes in the csunty seat, Brandon, resulted in our
belng escourted away from the ohurches and sut af town by the shepifr's
departeent, ¥o ha? sore luck in the rural aress surrounding Prandon and
are oslewly beginning te establieh contadte 2nd hold sseting in Deats

ty 2, and 4,

Peposltliens for the eongresaional shallenge fro= Rankin County were
neld in Febgpuary, Laok of comsunieztisna botween the challenge law ars
and the Rapiin County project resuited 1n no adverse »itnesses being
supeoned, but the hearings of testimony of loeal favor bls witnes=z1p were
a great pornle booster for the County heaprings In Jackson & fow weske later,

Somewhat surprising (to stafrf) was the respo nee of 15 delegates from
Renkin County who traveled to New Orlesns for tho Reglonal CURK staff
meoting irn Jamuapy, In their worde- they were impressed by stafl apirit
and dedicetion and falt that they lesarnes & gsreat deal from the workshops

+ and ssanicna they attended, PFoodbauek irnilcates tiat thls was tmue,

In Nareh Beat 3 organised = convittee eystem as followse:

e FOP gomrittee- handles voter regletration, preeinet organization, ¢one
ventions and workshpps, communicatione with Wesuington Jagckason hﬂ*
effices, ete.

2, Welfara sn? A1d Comcittees gathers, ateres, and dlstridutes food an! ed
¢lotaing end etudies and distributes fnfarmut an on Federal ald programss

3, Bdweal’-m corz ittece studios an’ sugpestis zetiom en oo=plalnts abwut e
schoel systen, nlane Tor esehcel integration im the fall, responsible for
settiny up sn) shintaining a library,.

&, Fubliigity and Fundrsising comvittess handles sovenent newspaper,
printing ¢f leaflets, i1dess on getiing nev zeabors and inoreasing involves
ment of cld sembers, Tundralsing ldess anc clana,

5. Comsunity eenter cosnittese bullding rrojec: for now cozsunity oenter,
plana fer sunter Prograb.

6. Transpurtation cumaitteee responsible for bus, and ear poaley €tos

Citizens ip and voter reglstrstion classes were ntarted im Mareh snd |
the voter reglstration drivo was stepped up in April after the Justice
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Departuent filed sult sguinst the Rankin County Registrar, Teople began
going to the courthouse in ssell groupe and were allowed to take the test,
The firet voek of tole drive groups tock %6 test on Fridsy, Saturday, and
Xonday. OAx poople were teld l=zcedlately that they had passed the teat and IIH
were allowsad to algn the regletrar's BSook, On that Mom'ay night Mbt, "flageh |
ghureh, the si%e of Mest 3's woekly saea settings, was Mirne? to the

ground, The next day, the home vhere Rankin County ataff workers live was
ot ate

The spirdt, at lesst of sovenent regulars, s esa to have been ingremacd
by thoad svenbta, Thuraday night seetings centimue by esr 1ight at the
burned conrc: sitei the studente otaged o 3 zile marchs sn’ the voter
reglatyation drive continves, FHEI and local law enforeszent lnvestigations
¢f the burning and shooting hLave shown no resultn as yet,

The Wenkln County Novezent is now woerking cm a ecx=unity astion sroject
aimed at solving tis water shortage nrobles, wat:r 1a presently svallabdble end
enly fro= oletirns in most of the Deat ™ srea and 1t tamn't ralned lately,
Tentative plans sre belng =za'e for a zareh $c the gounty seat sometime
in late May,

gtaff iz prezontly mafe up of twolwhite) wepkers, vTe are alss
or‘nrlu tue Jeett € unty seetinge while the ZJeott County staff i1s on
vacaticon, Frogress le elow, ot eontimuing,





