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REPORT E! mssmsIPPI ~ 

of Delmar Stahly and Ivan Martin 
for Mennonite Disaster Service 

November 22-2,, 1964 

ARRIVAL Due to a late plane, limited loe&l trans-portation, 
and a misnamed motel in our Airways Guide &t .Menno 

Travel Service, it was 10:30 p.m. November 22 when the two of us checked in 
at the Airways Motel apprOlCi111ately ten mlles east of 3acla!on, Mississippi on 
Route 80. Titus Bender had a telephone call waiting for me, and we called 
back before r,3tfrtng. We arranged to meet him at 8 a.m, Monday mol."ning to 
go togethel." to keep ou-r appointment with Dr. Davia in 3acbon at 10 a. m. 

MEErING TI'l'Ur, Titus arrived at 8:00 Moudtly morning, and we spent 
an hour and a half with him in general introductions 

and getting acquainted with the work and thinking of each of us. He added 
bits of infi>rmntion on the Committee of Concern, on Dr. Davia, on 'Lawrence 
Scott, and h:le O!olll growing appreciation for them and theb: openness t.t work 
with Mennonites. Although our misgivings of conditions in the state of 
Mississi.ppJ. were in no manner minimized, it waa very encouraging to us to 
find someone with the obvious intelligence, insight, atld courage that Titus 
is bringirig to the Mississippi situation. 

CONl'ER]!NC',E WI'lll DR. DAVlS Titus took us to Dr. Davia a fl;NI minutes before 
lQ:00, and found t,awrence Scott already in 

conference '!dth him and the four of us were soon joined over a cu-p of coffee, 
For over. 20 years, Dr. Davia has bee11 in cba:r:ge of work with Negroes for the 
Missisaippi Baptist Convet1tion lloa:r:d, and there is no question but that the 
presti4e of this record and his office have been necessary to get the 
Committee of Concern formulated and lteep it going against great odds. 11.s 
an 1nterreligious organization, it has no precedent in Mlssieelppi, Re haS 
been beatett, although details of the incident were not given. In following 
the llladership of 'Lawrence Scott who hae acted eesentially as executive 
officnr of the Committee of Concern, be 1a al>out ae far out on a limb as 
he can possibly be with many of the ot;ber churc~n in the Coll11111ttee of 
Conce1·n. The analogy of "thin lee" was aleo used in describing the situation 
where the weight of Mennonites might just poseibly be enough to break the 
whole thing down, By common agreement it became clear that our lde11Ufi<:ation 
ae Mennonites and as northerners should be completely minimized !f not fo1."­
gotte11 in our support ·of this church rebuilding venture that glvee evidence 
of belng effective at this point. 

DR. DAVIS AND ~ITES Dr. Davis recounted bis personal experience with 
a Mrs. Koppenhaver in Philadelphia in 1934 as he 

sought an apartmant to enter the Baptist Selllinary. ?1J:a. Koppenhaver befr"ien<'lec! 
irlm and maintained too contact and gave him co11Siderable moral support when 
he needed it, and he identifies all Mennonites with her own spirit and support 
of him, ODO ie not certain lf he bas any broader experience with or concept 
of Mennonites other than his contacts with Mrs, Koppenhaver and Titue Bender, 
but we ,-ere led to realize that he baa considerable confidence in Mennonites 
or he would never take on the added burden of another northern group at thi..e 
point in the evolv~ment of the church building program in Mississippi. 
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llo\VIS AND 'ntE NATIONAL 
COONCil. OF Cllllll.CHES 

Whan Dr, Davla foand Dllt that we planned to call on 
Warren Mc!CellllEl of the. NatlODal OoUJ1Cll of Cburcbes 
at Greenville oa the oext day, be gave us a vivid 

accrunt of hf.s own reactions. Re epoke from a position of full &cc81)tance of 
National council ln genaral ln spite of SOQtbern Baptists rejection of lt 
traditionally, On the other hand, be recognized that their present image in 
tba South vas such that lt. was imponlble for the14 to be helpful. Identifi-

i 
cation of the Natiooal Council with OOFO bad it in a 0S1t.lon tbat would 

I take another 25 years or t to reclaim lta for1119r image. Re felt t t any 
0

identificat1on of Mennonites with National Council work at this point would 
iiake us utterly useless, probably setting na liaci another rive years in our 
-. o.ttempts to be helpful ln Fltsaiaslp i. One interpreted thia strong talk 
as eing sincere, fully rat ona • w t no bitterneas or rancor of a personal 
nature. Thie strong feeling waa not to be denied, however. 

PIARNING THE NEXT 
TWO DAYS 

Lawrence Scott left Dr, Davis' office with us, and 
we tlad lunch in a colored rMtaurant and planned the 
reminder of our trip. It was agreed that we would 

spend the afternoon visltlng tbs sites of three churches within cOU11a.1ting 
distance of Jackson, and tbl.s w011ld leave us open to travel the next day to 
Greenville to visit Wru.•ren McKenna of the National Council of ahurchas. Warren 
had gi<•sn us only a post office box nu111ber-by mail, but he had given Scott his 
te-lephone number after failing to contact me by phone Sunday night. Evidently 
he had stayed ln Jackson Sunday lo hopes of seeing as on ari:-1val. La,.Tence 
felt that we could complete our lnvestigat1on of the three local churches 
reaay to rebuild during tbs remainder of l!oaday. All of them were in neighbor­
lng counties, end it would take appra:dmataly 60 to 70 mil9'.s to travel to 
check: all three of them where be hoped to lntroduae us to some of the church 
leaders and Bob Swann, the B'rlend from New England who was undertalJ:lng 
supervision of the building of the ttwee churches. 

While in Dr. oavts• office we had received a list of the 36 churches that bad 
been damaged or destroyed by fire or dynamite du.ring 1964, with size of bul. ld­
ing and congregation, amount of insurance. and other statistics on costs, etc. 
Eighteen of theae churches have made application to the Couanittee of Concern 
and are in various states of planning. Most of them will be self~eupervised 
or rebuilt under local cont-cact. Only the three ehurches under question bave 

t outside ssis ncs and work under the direct supervision of 
the Collllllittaa nf C®CIIJ'D, with Lawrence Scott and Bob Swann co.rrying mmadi.ate 
rE>Sponsibiltty. It is hoped to get all three of l:heee churches under roof by 
the ti11!8 the weather break&, which may oe as early aa Christtnas or as late as 
mid..January. Any part of these buildings can be sub-contracted and it is 
arranged now that the foundation and floor of the firat two will ba started 
in that tMnner. 

Tm: CLOOEO SOCIE'fi I rulmit I bava crcued foreign boundaries often with 
lesa misgivings than that with Wbich 1 moved into the 

state of Miasissippi on this trip. One could fill this report. with varying 
degrees of depth in attempting to interpret relatbnshipa as they seem to exist 
and as we erperienced them. 1 am not sure that t would have the skill to 
8Xl)ren IIIY feelings nor whether they would be important enough to warrant 



.. 

Report on Mississippi '.!'rip 
NDVember 22-25, 1964 
I/age :s 

expreasion, nor 111hether the insights developing are profound enough to be 
of significance at t~_J?9int. One is reaeaured to know that four white 
!ll9D can walk into ~ffilIBrant in Mislliaaippi and eat, with only an 
occaaional side-long glance from oth~ patrons. At least one and possibly 
several more 111hite persons were there, obviously atodent or COFO oorkers. 
Although this wBB certainly our most inteMive contact with the colored 
race in terms of numbers, our miagivinga at this moment were not the great.eat 
of the trip in respect to personal safety or possible violent reactions on 
the part of 0th.er human beings. The sense of possible cataclysmic upheaval 
tn Mississippi ~e society that grows out of our reading before entering did 
not reach a high point while we ware eating lunch. 

THE THREE CIIURCIIl!S Christian Union Baptist Cburcb, Tougaloo. Tb.a old 
church wae 50 X 50, frame, 175 members in approxi­

mately 40 falllilles. IMurance produced $5,500, and tbey can raise an addi­
tional $3,000, and will probably need $s,ooo more from the Committae of Concern. 
Tougaloo is approximately IS miles from downtown Jackson,<All my mileage 
figures are going to be rough here.) and by tl91119 is associated with the old 
colored university that 1B Dlll'I integrated and has received consider.able 
Misetaaippi, if not national, attention on tbie account. A new site baa 
be8ll purcb.aBed, and a sub-contractor has been hired to put in the foundation, 
and supervisor Bob s.m.nn mos on tbe eite waiting tbe caterpillar for leveling 
and digging for footings. His transit was set up and be was ready to go. 
(tater on ws lll!lt Bob Swann in Jackson nrld found that the caterpillar never 
showed up. Tb.I.a type of uncertainty might continue to prevail with any 
arrangements with southern sut,..,:,ontractors, altbougb.\\19 have no evidence 
that this one was either f.rreaponsible or uncooperative.) A.8 ls true ln the 
cases of the other two churches mentioned, La\\lt'ence Scott has been in clOBe 
touch with churcb leaders and wllite leaders in the coU1t1Unity and feels 
reasonably certain that construction bare will not be interfered with. 
Tbe bope is that we cao bave four or five skilled northernera here to start 
laying block as soon as the floor iB bard enough, with lirick work also 
involved. The roof will be supported by ptllars that lrlll first be put up, 
and one carpenter could start assembling the rafters aa soon a.a the masonry 
work ,;,as started. Re showed us tbA plans "rawn by a local architect, and 
Ye underetoo4 that this would involve considerable !ll88onry with a minimum 
of c!U'pentry, particularly after the roof is up. The roof dec_kf.og will be 
of t.wo-tnch lU.lllber on rafters aight feet apart held by pillars so that the 
sida wall as such will not be load bearing. Tbe p~an would be to keep two 
churches mo-~ing toga•ther if one of our men could be competent as a foreman, 
so that they would be shifted from building to building from day to 
day as progress required it, but not moved from building to building during 
the day. The foreman would work under Bob Swann as supervisor at all times. 
Local supply did not seem to be as uncertd.n as weather, although it usually 
holds up 111811 l:ID'til .JatWary. 
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Cedar Grm,e Baptist Church, Canton. Thie church was orig'tnally 48 X 28 
feet with 120 members. Insurance baa $3.000 avail.able and the church can 
raise $2.000 more, The probable ne"ld is for $5,000 additional and thb 
can also be built wf.th volunteers, This church is not ready to 111ove, 
however, since the title on the land ls not clear. ~e met a deacon of 
the church here, and he assures us that they will rebuild on another plot 
if they cannot get assurance that the title le clear where the old church 
burned, Oo the S!llllS lot, the Quakers bave wilt a temporary building of 
composition sidi~ for temporary worship, and this building would stay as 
an auxiliary to the main buildlng. lt iB on skids so that it could be moved 
if a new site 111U&t be proeured, Tbe question in the title artaes out of a 
failure to locate an original deed which may or may not exist, In the 
meantime, a supplementary qot t claim deed was .secured from the estate, 
which qui! claim deed requires that the title reverts to the estate .. -tum 
it falls to be used for religious purposes. The present OW'aer of the 
est.ate f.B physically very weak, wants the church to be rebuilt, but not 
to be used for- anything but religious services, assurance of wbich the 
congregation will not glve, Tbis church will be Ro. :S on tte rebuilding 
schedule with the present timing unset. 

We are too lnaltperlanced to evaluate well tbs one personal contact made 
with a colored Ol0mber of one of the dP.strayed churches. I even forget the 
deacon's name. Ris sense of determination to rebuild, in spite of title 
difficulties on the property stood out well. Scott had spoken of poaeibly 
movlng w taw-n if the title could not be cles.red, bt1t the deacon had already 
purchnaed a nearby home, and indicated that thls could conceivably become 
the site of the church, 

"Pleasant Grm,e Ba-pt1st Church. Brandon. 81;>re a temporary teat had been 
erected by the Friends to serve as a temporacy meeting place. Otherwise, 
the site had been leveled in preparation for the new building. l'be old 
building was 48 X 48, with 200 members, insurance of $4,000 and an additional 
$1,000 potential within the congregation. Tb.a COU11Dittee of Concern feels 
$6,000 will be required. 

A£1:er th.is stop, we returned to Scott's apartment for coffee and came to the 
general conclusion that we would try to send dawn a carload of men in about 
two weeks, This involved lceeping in close touch with botll Titus and Lawrence 
keeping Titus in a key poaition. 

PDR?IIER Gll!lSULTATlON 
wi::m TI'l'llS 

ln our motel room with Titus befo.e a delayed supper, 
we plano,ed the nei:t two days. We bad a 1,00 p,m. 
appointment with W-arren Mc!Cenna of the National 

Council of Churcb.ee then~ day (just Ivan and I). Titus woold return llOli 

to Meridian and would rejoin ua in l'raeton, Mississippi on Tuesday evening 
or Wednesday 1110rning, at hie fathsr'a hOlllB (Nevin Bender). Titus would 
have phoned David Weaver, Ivan° a brother-lo-Law, at Macon to 
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was because their lease was abak:r, He felt that their main threat in a 
downtawo office was witb. the co1-ored secretaey;, highly skilled though abe 
was. While we were there, giia men were roaming over the place trying to 
get the gas turned on, and \18 ware shf.verlng, but not badly., 

McKenna ampbashed the "closed society" and the lack of any effective white 
moderation within the state. tie spoke encouragingly about Amzie Moore, 
emphssu:tngAmzie's lack of.success at getting any white support. He felt 
that when Jake ilL'Lesen gets dOND there with food and clothlng and puts them 
in Am,:Le's hands, that be vUl be through working with white people, church~ 
11!9D or not. He seemed impatient at oar naive attempt to work with white 
churchmen while Jake was working wl.th colored. 

The apecltlc purpo:1e of discussing McKenna was to follow up a conversation 
Wayne Clemens and I bad had earlier with his imnediate superior, Arthur 
ThOIIIIUI, concernin,, the building of community centers in Missiaaippl.. tn 
late September, fuoma.a had written us indicating that Greenville was about 
ready to move on building a new community center and that possibly some of 
our church grou,,s could bs a real help in this proce1111. Before leaving for: 
Missisaippl, l had tal~ed with Arthur 'l'boma.s in his New York office and he 
iodioated that. Warren MclCenna was up to date on all cOfllUIUnity center liuilding 
projects in rLasiaaippt. Mcltenqa soon infOl"IIIEld us that the Greenville 
COllllll\mity canter is leoe a prospect now than when 'l.'hOOllls wrote to us in 
September, aince the or:ganhat!.on and enthusiasm engendered by the Phila­
delphia Qw,ker ar<>bitoct hAa euboided, and tt would be difficult to get the 
sf.t:uat.ion organized and steamed up again. A closer prospect le that of 
Amzie Mo<>re in Cllevela11d, where Amzie has personally purchased a site and 
la in tbe process of destroying the dwelling on this site preparatory toward 
organiv.Lng a c~11111Untty center developmsnt program. One of the facets of the 
NCC program ill that of developing oomnu.ml.ty center programs, but Warren had 
nothing very specific to offer in terms of actual building plans. rwtll 
not go llere into detail concerning the NCC program in Mississippi since 
that ls pretty well documented elsewhere and particularly in the new publi­
cation, !!!! ~ f,!ini&try. 

ACROSS 't'llll: DELTA Moat of the 160 miles across the Delta and thf! 
relll8.inder of Mies!eaipp1 waa traveled in the rain, 

ao our vl9'1 of the rich farm land and the subsequent hills, forests, and 
swamps is oomewbat <flstorted. The Delta will match all of the pralriea and 
other low lying sea coast for flatness, but it is mostly corporation DWOed, 
often by &1>Bentee investors, When we finally crossed into Neshoba County, 
we were within five or six 111iles of Nevin Bender's houae. Nevin and Ivan 
had met b-.tfore, but it was my firet experience vith the Bender family. Nevin 
bad follwed both Ti1:11a Bender,and David Weaver to thle part of Miesissippi, 
the foru.ar working for the Conset'Vative Mennonite Mission Board in Meridian 
and l)ayl.d being involved witb an Indian mi,eaion pi-ogram under the ObiD and 
F.astern Mennonite Mission Committee. Bender bad set up hl.B Indian mission 
at tha otber end of the reservation trom Davici, but bad come undei:- the same 
Ohio Conference Miasi® Boarci for effective coordinated administration, 
David b.ad other plans for tb.e evening, and there bad been a death ln Titus' 
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congregation, ao 
Tlleaday until we 

,aa alone 
the vlslti'with the !lenders 
parted l.n Phlladelphia ab~at 

frOIII soon after 7 p,m. 
9130 a,m. Wednesday, 

THE BENDER WITNESS Nevin shared many f.ntlmate detaUs of his 
experiences with Miaaisaf.ppians and at the Indian 

mi&Sion under hi8 direetioq, Re reiterated the story of the lmportance of 
putting up the church quickly after it bad been bombed, and lta effect on 
the Indians, Uh deughter, Hildred, teaches nearby and helps in the m1sa.i.on 
work, and a son-in-law teaches in Philadelphia and also assists on Sundays, 
Ria marr-ied dangbtar frOlU PbJ.ladelphia teaches 1.o the Indlan mission school, 
Ann Zimmerly, a nurse from Sterling, Oblo, came in with two Indian girls 
while we were there, preparf.ng to drive to Ohio for Thanksgiving Day. She 
worl<a in a hospital at Macon and aeaociatea with the mission project, also. 

We recognized a picture of a rather closely knit family operation, with the 
close support of Titus trom Meridian with a close sensitiveness to their 
i1DP4ct on white southerners in tbe ar~. Since tile Benders ~e not working 
directly with Negroes, they are spared 11l8ny of the tenslone that would be , 
involved othe~ise with northerners not committed to a southerner's attitude 
toward race. l'rom their convereations with whites, lt is clear that they 
are in sort of a class hy themselves, not openly defying tradition, yet 
cle«rly not aligning with the white supremacy concept to the Ellttent that 
possibly David Weaver la in his farming ~peration on the other side of Macon. 

Nevin spolc& of having visited Sheriff Rainey ln Philadelphia on the previous 
day and having been invited in rather cordially aQ(I asked to sit down (although 
the sheriff remained standi.ng). lie felt that Sh.erUf Rainey bad an apologetic 
111&nner, as if perhaps be had been responsible for a boner in tbs bo,abing of 
the church, Re spoke of working with the Indians in their econoud<: problems, 
'l'b.ey had not established a clear rationale for thef.r church being bo!llbed, 
but saw several possibilltiea, none of which ~rere pre-eminent, 

We examined the chul'Ch in daylight and learned detaUe of ths eervi.ces, the 
Sunday School, and tbs place of.the building in the coamrunity life of 
the Indians. A~ extension of the building for two additional Sunday School 
roulll8 is planned for 'later 1n the winter, and we discuesed the possibilities 
of MDS help. It f.e clear wt expansion of the b'~lldlng does not come dtrectly 
under the Mennonite Disaster Se"t"Vice type of ·concern, On the other band, we 
:felt reaeonably sure that there would be Voluntary Service help available, and 
we committed ourselves to consult with vs .. 1'1Cc ff.rat ou our return. If VS does 
not pick f.t up, we will collSalt with Board of Missions and Cbarlti~s at 
Elkhart, possibly injecting the interest of the-Rartville. Ohio Old M9nnonite 
Church into the situation. 

En route to Philadelphia in the mm:nf.ng we stopped at the site where the 
burnt station wagon of the three mUrdered civil rights work&rs had been found 
(about three miles from the B~nder residence). We then proceeded to the 
Philadelphia office of the 0e1)8rtment of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
and visited the showroom in which handicrafts of the lnd!.ane are displayed tor 
sale, The agent in charge vaa not present or we m,uld have met hiw and brisfly 
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discussed the situation of the Indians in Mississippi. We felt that 'We 

missed a more objective evaluation of the work of the Benders because 
Nevin gave us the feeling that the agent would have had some pertinent 
information for us. 

'l'be return to .Jackson, t:urniug in the rented car, an<l claiming our passage 
'W&B eventful only in terms of personal experience with delayed and cancelled 
planes in a pre-holiday period. I believe we both experienced some relief 
in leaving Mississippi even as we eacb reconfirmed our feeling that the 
Mennonites belonged there in this tilll8 of strife and tension. 




