Rt. 3, Box 428*F
Quiney, Flovids
November 23, 1964

. B

At aprroximately 3:00 pym, on NHovember 23, 1964, T noticed
deruty sheriff Robert lMartins drive up and parﬁ éutside the CORF
office at 2NB South Adams St, in Quinecy, Florida, lNartins came

~up the statis ar1 beckoned to me from outsife tre door, T walked
out to the hallway, snd he szid “The sheriff wantd to see you," I
asked hinm why sand he renlie# "He wants to see you," I refused %o
po unless T was charred with a crime, 7T asked him "An T under
arrest? and he renlied "If I have to srrest you %o ret you down
there, yes," T then sald "What am I charged with?" He #3id
"The sheriff just dants to see youn, and 1f I have %o 4ras you
down there, I will,® I then stood there, refusing to move, He
srabhed my erm and forced me down the stairs, T then sgain said
"Am I under arvest?" He didn't reply. 7T was le® by the arm to
the jail, where I wes taken'to a room in whiech Otho ¥dwards, the
county sheriff, was sitting. He 38id M"hat's this sh!t'gou t0ld
the m-.n at the barber shon?® 7T said “Am I under arrestd" He sgid
that T was not under arrest, but that I was under "investiration,"
T asked him what crime T was suspected of, an? he replied "lying",

He then inquired shout a stat~rcrt he elaimed T had made in a
barber shop earlier that day, corcerning i1llepal whiskey in Cadsden
county, I had steted to an acqualintance that I had seen a man in
a sheriff's department car at a local entertsinment estadblishment,
and thet, while thié man was inside the extablishment, T had seen
11llepsal 11quor sold,

I replied by telling him that what T szld was my business, and
that unless [ was charged with a specific crime T would answer no
ggr:heg questions, He apain said that I would be arrested for

ying®, '

At this point Deguty gsherif? lancock arrived and entered the
room, Edwards explaslined that T had "told a lie on the sherifen,
Hancock then said "If he to0ld a 1lile on me, T'd beat the goddamn
shit out-of him," Fawards then sald "I can hold this'bastard for
72 heurs, and by that time we'll be finished with him,*

Then I arain demanded tc know why T was deing held, and was
arain told that T was being hel@ for "lying",

The man to whom I had suprosedly made the statement concerning
11lepal liguor then arrived, and ‘Fdwards aaild "Here's the bastarde
you can beat the shit out of him," I said hello %o the man, and
he replied “"Hi ® .

The man then related to the sheriff what Y had 8aid concerning
the liquor, and T correctdd him on two minor points, He agreed with
me, and was very pleesant, TdAwards then got-up and was very
angry, stating %Get that bastard out of here," lartins left, and as
Teputy Haneock lefti he said "Don't yon ever say my name from your
goddarm dirty mouth, Your mouth is dirtler than the nigrer ass holes
zou aun around with}" T then =aid "Can T go now?? Tdwsrds eald

Cet the hell ont!" T then =aid "thank you" and left, :
~ Bevrral times while I was held all three {iartins, Fdwards :
and Hancock) mede threatenifr phisical aprrosches, each time 1néicating
that T was going to be beat, A4t one point all three were approaching
me, but a phone e¢2ll interrupted thenm, o o

I awear that these statements are iruve sn® nceurate %o the best

- of my 'mowlere, ' :
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