Fovember 20, 1964

Mr. Richard Haley
WL e /o CCRE

et} coutigs 2211 Dryadss St.
preseiperhil iy Hew Orleans, La.

Dear Richard,

The Madison County Farmer's Lesssus has finally recaived
its ineorporation papers. Ths importancs of this in terms
of econoaie montrol of the eounty is unbelievabla. The two
projeets the Farmer's Leagus are now embariing on are:

1. BSupply House
2. Cotton Gin

Once these two things are established and the working plans
becoms & reality we can econtrol the county and ilts economle
makeup. This coupled with the outcome of the ASC elections
will braak this county wida open.

Because the people we are closely involved and working
with ara lacking a certain amount of aducation; they in turn
lack the adility to really attempt to set up & co~operative.

e They doa't know how to cope with the state and government
8. Mkissick authorities and are in danger of loosing théir incorporation.

1.

AR, This is Dusiness. Nothing like this has ever happensd
. Fatlivaan in this state. We don't know Low to set up this thing. We
T n=ed someome for at least two weelkte for legal guldance. Then
M Ot we need someone to manage end keep it going (Do you know
anyonsl?) After three months they could be making $5000 a
i year gradually building wp to $10,000 as the supply house
o i) !‘l’.ﬂﬂ- MOTE pOWGIa

comminity wiNtroms i foctos 1. Upon receiving incorporation papers from Secretary
of State Ladner, and from the attornsy general they
stated to Otha Willimms, president of the Farmer's
Leagua, "if you tie up this organization with any
Civil Rights work we are going to take it awey
from rﬂ'ﬂ'l



The Farmer's League can project the image of the movement
into the ecmmunity and into the statas; it ean skyrodket.
It's that important, and now we are in jeapoidy of loosing
what we'va worked so hard for.

Following is a briaf outline on tha Fyrmer's Leazue:

BUSINESS HRELATIONS WITH THE WELTE COIMUNITY,

The white merchants showed little intsrest or respeet for the dignity of
their Negro custcmers. Thes blamek man zot exactly what ke paid for im goods
and gpervices, almost none of the cordial trestment that one should legitimately
axpact in the eondust of business. Frices were oo hizh in most of the
white esteblishments; in many instances a blaclk man had to trade on eredit
for almost the entire year snd ended up after hig crops were in, out of

debt but incepable of starting the new yeeras growing without first going
back into debt with the same white man. In many cases ®he white used
business relations with the black eommunity as a tool to control the actions
of the Megro. Otka Williams, ome of the most dynamic of the peaople gathered
at these first meetings, was eventually foreed to carry his cotton out of
the county to have it gimned.

During the discussions it became avident that most of the neszro farmers
pregent felt that if they had their own sources of supplies and if they
owned their omm gin, their lots would be greatly improved, both in pure
business terms and, more important, in terms of self respest and commanding
the rosreet of the white commmity. They were being financially sealped
by their white "brothers" who seemed alsc, because they could zet away with
it, to lgck any fundamental understanding of the nesd for dignity in the
daily conduet of pecple's lives.

CONDUCT OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS

Ae the disoussions were aontinued there developed a growing sourse of

eorncern with the manmer in whish faderal offileciale in Madison County conducted
themselvens. There was a conviction (later proved to be substantislly correct)
that the programs of the federsl government were being operated primarily

for the benafit of the white farmers. Little or no information sbout the
fefergl governments activitiam had sespad down from *he offieials in the
county courthouse to ‘be small farms operated by thace men. Again, when they
d1é4 have contact with the locel federal officlals, meetinze were lacking

the respect that an smployer should show toward those who pay his salary.

The farmers decided to form an orgsnization, The Madison County Farmers
lL.eague, in an attempt to do something about the two areas of concern that
becams clear in the discussions. The Farmer's Leasue wes to have two

main purposes: 1) To form a cooperative for the construetion of a supply
bhouse and cotton gin znd; 2) To diseminste information about programs

the federal government carried out for the benefit of farmers in the Madison
County area.

The cooperative hax reseived itz charter from the state of Mississippl and

is presently selling stoeck to raise money for the construstion of & supply

honse which they hope to have sonstructed br the first of the Mareh. They

have already collected $2,600 of the needed $15,000, Fealers are presently
being sent out for a maneger who we hope to hire by the first of January.



Cut of the federal infermation program grew g concern With and determination
to ¥in the ecounty Agricultural Stabilization snd Control Board elections.
The ASC resulated the produntion of farmers who zrow gotton, grain, hay,

g0y bteans or feed corn. It determines how much acreaze each farmer is
entitled to, mesazures his land after planting to make sure that he has
complied with the allotment given to him, and pays him his price and support
payments when prices fell telow parity at selling time. 3Zech county board
ip eclected by representatives from local communities who are chosen in

an election held early in December.

The Madison County Board is filled with white men and, up until thig year
rhen the Negro has been encouraged to wvote it has been when two vhite men
wara fishting with sach other for power in a community. Thie yo2ar we have
selected our own candidates. We pressntly expect to win in six of the
eight communities in Madison County.

Bead paragrephs 1,2,3, and 4 and section 2 carefully — the importance
of thie is great. W¥e can control the sconomies of the state. This can
stimulate a whole new movement. On the ASC elections, I want absolutely ng
publicity berors December 3rd., the election date. On that date and afher
is enough time to atart the gublicity wheels rolling.

Well Digk, I really wieh this was = conversation rather then g letter
hagzneas I pould relate and gt through to you byspeaking, the real feelines
I went transmitted to you may not have coms emt.

The following facts and needls cannot ba put off or denied:

1. Possibility of loosing ASC elections becanse of ¥k of finances and
transportation and a huge margia of fear.

2. Fossiblility of loosing corporation becanse of lack of legal guidance;

lack of person with proper qualifications who can come to this state
and work as mansger of the corporation.

QUR FAVOR: No more water, but fire next time.

Brothars 3; The Strugzle,

George Rpymond Jr.
Canton

‘ Gl.irf nes

ec sent tor Marv Rieh



