November 1k, 1964

lr. Vincent Ue Forrest

TR ngton, D.C.

Dear Mr., DeForrest:

I recently put out a call to Cynthia Washingtom and others for architects,
she gave me your name and address. We need architects very badly to give ws
advice and guidance on building commumity centers. Besides overvoming the
problems of the cermters, such as using mostly volmteer lasbor and making them
reasonsbly fire and bomb proof, we would like to x build buildings of scme
beauty and h::n—nﬂ:. We have a contractor's sketch of a bullding whiktoh meets
our space riq y otc. and which can be either built of

unskilled labor or bullt ofmasonry with skilled labor--all for less tham %10, 00,
labor excepted. But we need psople to adapt this basic plan to

and, perhaps, to give it more distinetion than the l-shaped row of rooms
present sketch shows. I think that the lack of beautiful buildings in the
community is a major cultural shortcoming, and also a demorsliszing factor in
& person's ambition to make and keep something mice. The only nige buildings
you're likely to see in the part of toon are the new schools which the
state is frantically building (to maintain the segregated system).

I would like to see good architects come to Mississippi for =k as long as| they
can afford, spend some time in the commumnity where peopls went to bulld,

out from them whst their particular specifications are, md design the of
bullding that they went (within our budget, though). He have projects the
land has been selected and where people went to build right now, and we have
other projects where people are moving, but are not ready for an architet yet.
So we would like t0 have architects visiting our projects all through winter,
going to whichever projects are ready to build. I hope that you and/or!dnywsme
body else that you know who would respond to this appeal can come to Mismsissippi
for o Week or more to work on this pmrt of ow project. Thenk you very much,

Tours truly, '

(Miss) Lois Chaffee



