November 13, 1964

Miss Edith Blaek
109 Lorreine Ave,
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Desgr Edle:

S6rry to be answering this so late, but the Eduwcational Institute md the Freedom
Vote intervensad and my correspondsnce piled up hugely. I hope this reaches you
in xmom time to be of some use.

One of the reasons I didn't answer right awsy is that I wented to be fair end to
find out from impartial sources sbout a local group formed in the aftermeth of
the church burnings called the Committee on Concern. ‘It is a group of Miss.
Baptists, Maothodlste end Cetholics, gnd what have you, slthough there is some
indication thnt. there may je some ﬁn:rﬂum Quskers at the root of it, I'M
sorry, but I really couldn t find anycne who had any real knowledge sbout the
group and 8 detached perspéctive, ie, sither they were the idiots t-humlrn or
they didn't know anything. FPlease tske my advice in that light, becsuse + have
to judge the thing upon my sup:rficisl impressions, their public utterances, and
some pretty vitriolic opinions of Ed £ing, who does know quite 2 bit about the
church:s in #iss,

I would say plesse don't give to the Comm ttee on Concern., They published 2 bro-
chure which, sedly, sténk, It is full of hypocrisy, lovely picfures, vague refer-
ences to "brotherhood", and nothing specific about their plens. (else Bible que-
tations which are great, but whose explsining commentary show that the bfochure-
makers didn't interpret the pessages the seme way I would). Furthermore, + learned
second=hand that their application blank has nothing on it which indicates that
the group intends to SUILD churches. The references are strictly to alssr furnishings,
robes, candles, hymhbooks, etc. This would indicate that not only is the intent
M.d.hd to the Old South £ conception of helping out our niggers, but that it
is limited in score. In addition I have heard some grumbling from Negro ministers
m:;lr; .:ml"d in the w i:uo; waren 25 th-:;:: money is Lu be al].uunt-nd
their terms, thelr time, to people. say,
was afrsid to make that judgement on little bits and pheces of informstion and
hearsay, and then to write and tell it to you, but that wzs the best 1 could do.
If your pe don't want to give to us, encourage them to give tb the Nastional
Council of Churches, I dcn't know that they have a regular program, but they have
been talking of one—held up ¥hile th; locked over the Committee on Concern—and
they have extend ve contacts with the “egro churches of thés state, and they could
put it to good use. Also, it is possible thst in their opinion the Committee on
Concem 18 & good uut.rlt--thlr have better informetion than I, and I think we can
trust them to sort out the mester-slave implicstions from the gu.uh—-md they might
tell you to give to the Committee. For whatever, reascn, I think they could help
you more than 1. Again, I'm sorry 1 delayed writing tc you so long. :



