Novenber L, 1964

Dear Folks,

L .have despaired of writing this letter, not because I haven't
warted to Keep In Souch, but because so0 much has happened that anything
I y»lta does not gay what I want 1€ to. Nothing can convey how much
nope and how many disappointments I have felt this last month, and yat
how much hope and Joy 1 feel for the work I am deoing, and especially
for the work that will be done. This work goes so slowly that I tend
to magnify the Importance of a single contget or a single incident, only
ba De bitterly dieappolinted when what I hope for doesn't come ghout.
The greatest eonsclation at those tlmes 13 that maybe our presence alone
i3 doing some good in the community 1n terms of making the people lsss
fearful of stepplng ocub, but this is teo intangible to be very sabis-
Tying, Neverthelesz, we sre persevering and I believe that we are mzldng
progress, ir only by talking to pecple zo that they can articulats thein
hidden bitterness. There lgn!'t anyone (Negro) that doesn’'t say to me
(privately) "I'm with you 100%" or how much they appreclate what I'm
doing and I always want to yell at. them why, then, they won't halp un,
Just -& 1little, snd Then I'm ashamed for thinking that because all this
% 0 new and they are so afrald and s lgnorant and =zach multiplles
tlie other, Bub these are good people because they have suffTered so0 much
and can go much more appreclate friendliness and sympathy and (I hepz)
undergbtanding.
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On the day that I arrived several of us went to visit the remainsg
of the firgt and only Negro chureh burned in Clay County, in a smalil
rural commnity cglled Waverly. Tt had no ecohnection with eivill rights
warle, All that was left was ashes, stone foundation posts;, and some
charred lumber that had been cleared Irom the scene. The ashes wsre
carpsted with nails and irregular opague puddles; symmebrically fallen,
marked where witndows had been. Jometimes the glass had covered the
Tallen nalls, and looked like a symbolle representation of the burned
church., Along one side was & plle of metgl strings, lying in the ashes
—= all that remained of a plano. We had heard rumors of & c&r arrpivine
Just before the church ecaught fire and a0 we spoke to a few people who
Lived nearby. One; @ farmboy, was bewlldered and afreid and 1t mort os
wian he sald "yassuh!" and "yassunm”, zo readily that I felt ashamed to
say something frilendly and regassuring because he still wouldn't have
mndersiood the purpose of our gueations. There wes another perscn; &
younger girl, who sald nothing but that her parents weren't there, anc
prowed meeh more in her nervous eyes.

There are four full Pime workers in West Point: Jan, & girl from
Syracuse who worksd in VWest Point 4t the end of the summer; Bab, who
g9es to the U, of Chicaco gnd who worked In Canteon this summer; and
Eddie, a Chicagd Negro who used to live in the Delta., Jan and I live
with Mre, Dora Adams, a Negro woman of /53, and her sen Joe, @ge 13,
Edgdie and Bob live with Reverend M,W, Lindsey, a Methodist minister wno
& supervisor of asbout 20 churches in several countles snd wno has been
esponsible for peitlng opened to the movement numerous churches in the
st Congressional District. He has been actively in the movement all

ig life, is a member of the Freedom Democratic Party, and a man of
iner=dible personal courage, wladom, and sympathy. T can't respect a
minlsber more than when he not only preaches bub dlsc lives, the Christian
Cresd -- and believe me I've seen more hypocritical Christianity down
here than any ten people should he expoged to, much less the vast
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majerity of the Negroes of Mississlppl. 8o many Ltimes we [ind minlsters
=0 scared of sarthly comforts (ef not k&ePing them, I mean) that I
wonder why they take upon themselves the leadership” of the Negro
comrunity. They solemnly intone plous platitudes with not the slightest
f5711FE for the hardships of thelr people. Religion down here simply

has no relevance to dally 1ife, except Inaofar as it makes Bo many

uldev people believe that God will fix everything. That's why Rev.
Iindsey's gympathy and strensth and horesgty are g0 tigeded,

Mrg, Adams used to work for Bryan Erothers Meat Faekiling Plant,
about the largest single employer 1n West Polnt. BShe had worked there
10 yesrs when she was declared disabled by the company doctor last
A1Til -- due o her high blood pressure, She had to walt 4 months
before she eould clalm Social Security dlsability paymentz, bub has
been declared able to work by the local admlnistrator hecause, apparens-
1y, her blood pressure hag returned to normal in the interim. She went
no Eh& unemiployment offide and was told that she should get digabllity
pzyments on the strength of what her doctors say, Thnerefore she 15 in
1imby between both programs, and uncertain of gettding the benefita of
gither. But the rotfen thing ie how the whole bturden of responslbilisy
Tor determining what she gan gel falls on her. Therets no one Lo Inloulm
hen about her rights and to help her undepstand how o cope with varions
appeals, mueh less to tide her through the perlod rvecensasry 7o &
recongideration of the 83 Board's decision. 8o I went o her doctor
and suzgested he get & copy of her final and most complete check up and
ten g0 In with her and $alk o the 55 man., But bith her dgnoranés and
hev 'race welgh agzinst her in obialning the slightest sympathy or help.

She is quite a religious woman, snd in every one of the 4 roome in
her houee :are icong or slogans or pletures of Christ. Her heuse 1=
gmall and white, in 2 row of several similsr ones, in an area called
Smishbottom (a "bottom" is a seetion). The house has no plumbing, but
there is a water Tancet on the Tfront lawn. She 13 guite lonely: it
seams to me, and stays home most of the day watching television. She
talks a lob, and sometimes it shames me when I becOme brusque and try
to ghow her that I want to contlnue what!'I am doing at the moment,
rather than ligten Lo her, Sometimes I feel uncomfortable because ber
problems tend so much o become involved wlth our worl, making me Teael
rasponsible for helping her golve her problems when I can'ti solve our
Ol — BPut she A88 Eooﬂ gnd sympathetic woman, and very appreciative of
our belog here. One day I sald, JoRingly: that I thihes wereni't teliesr
here In the winter we'd move to Biloxi, where it's warm. She soundeqg
worried that we would, and sald that we should give the people heres one
mare chance, slnce the;'d been ighorant so long. And she's sc hesitant

sbout telling us to do anything; her diffliderice is embarrzssing. Bub
ghe'!s very concernsd sbout us and our work, and is an invagluable sourcs
o infarmation gbout the eommunity.

The most important thing we've been working on is the Freedom Vote,
which is the follow through on the Freedom Demoecratic Party's chasllenge
at the Democratic Convention. The ballot was ldentical, or nearly
idenbical, with the regular ballol except that Aaron Henry, Negro
pregldent of the state NAACE, was running for Sehator con the FDP tickef .
The Idea was that anyoene could vote during the four days o the election,
no reglstration being reguired, and we hoped to show people up North
the fund of Wegra votes that would support s libersl candidate. If Ghe
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F:::rtmnnt wo'ud vinnﬂausLy puah new vmtiri suits. 4s you hnaw by now
Caldwater le extremely popular here, about gvery third car having =

ldwater sticker-on 1t., Clay Counbty, despite 1ts being the benzficiary
n? TVA projects and considerable Federal revemue, went for Goldwater
14-31 (reesd that fourteen) on the strength of the racial 1ssue, which ia
not at its most critinal here.

About 10 Hegroes wveted; with no trouble, heecazuse of pressgure
exerted by the JD last year (or so I understand). The Negro vopulation
was solidly (I mean unanimoualy) for Johnson, The loeal editor remarked
how faw Johnson stickers were on cars (neforc the election) but of
ourse neglected to gay that this resulted from the disenfranchisement
' half the population. We gt = few Johnson stickers and bubttons 1in,
:ﬁ were deliged with regquests, but fhe supply s00n ran ut. FeelipE
Jas wery atrong, and most people, especially white peopie, were afrald
L; gaz them on because of social or economic reprisgl. Anywaiy...we
Loped To show that 1t wasn't Just apsthy that kept Negroes from volling,
g0 we did a lot of eanvassing in the mural areas of Clay County and
crganlzed lots of meetings to explain the Freedom Vote.
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To me 1t's pretty seary working the rural, First of all, the white
25 s le dre meaner and seeond, we travel almost entirely nlind- tba, le

d

l;ea :::255 wWe go 1n. Let me Elva an example f“Gm the beginnitg af
summer. Flve of us were looking for a Negro Baptist revival in
raral, We huqued at a store and I got out to ask directions.
ce that time I have learned that mest rural stores are white owned.
hed the white lazdy who owned the store where the BﬁPﬁiSt revival
She kept saying "We're rot having any revival. She wouldn's
me directions ©o the church and when I left she gonpploucusly
the license plate number of our car. We cleared out fast,
u_F¢1F itt'a a2 bit easier than it sounds, since the poverty of the
rural Nepro 1s conspicusus. Almost all of them live in unpsinted
shaelsg, with small sotton patehes in back, op near large fields owned
by ‘% hjnea.
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The trips into the county took ua to a cafe in the westernmost
part of Clay, called Redonla Bennett's. We hopsd to be sble to hold a
meebing there but hig wife seemed afraid that the Sheriff would boither
them LT they gllowed us Yo use 3L, Mr, Berinetty ls a cabile Tanchenr,
and 1sn't home oo often Ao we arranged to see him at a cattle gelling
barn outside West Point. We wallted in to a small hkall with a dirt
areria and benches surrounding it. Everyone there was white, all looled
rawbened gnd redfaced, dregsed in levig and bogts, The auctioneer had
an gmazing cant that pounded like he was gargling with a marble in his
mouth, =ort of understandable only to the buyera snd sellers. Every
one of the men there looked as 1T he combined the worat traits of
Misslssippl raclism and American Western sense of doing-zomething-zhout-
what-you-don't-1like-yourself So we met Mr, Bennett, outside by the
car,; and he said he'd try and get us a church (which never came
through),

The Tupelc Freedom House was almoat arsoned, so they were evicted
baapuge the owrer couldn't get lnsuranse.
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Joe Stone, who works with us very closely and who has a job at Mary
Holmes Jr. Collepe oputaide West Point, 1p attempting to organize the
youth of Weat Polnt, Right now thelr project 1s petting the lccal movie
thaater Integrated. Negrosg at present have to go In by the glide and
it upstalrs., It usged to 'be whites upstairsg, but they thraw things
downstalrs and splt 'on the Negroes go the manager changed seabling. We
h=d quite an elaborate plan worked out == two girls and two Loyd were
ta approach gnd ask to be seated; we stood by in-a car in caseanything
c:ut¢oﬂed They weze refused entry both tlimes, because counierpresaure
Jupli&d to the manager and whites threatened to hoyecott him if he
owed them in. But the Negro kids are very =tlive in propagandizing,
most wear SNCC or Johnson pins to sehool, The principal s goared

If any of us speai to him he is full of “You-undersuand+m¢~
ion..." He, like most teachers, 1s too afrald of his Job to get
Lyed,
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About four days after I arrived b6 crosses were burned in West Point.
= was sel afire In front of Mrs. Adams house. Aotuelly 1% was guite
a Learful ezxperience, & green plcloup truck stopped; door slammed, then
2 fyuash 29 the crose caught fire, It stocd ina [fleld, burnine starkly
in She nipnt and I stood by the window with my knees going clackisy-
slack, rosses were glso burned in front of the church we use, and
f=ay uafea and gtores in the Negro sections of town, The next day we
were informed by the members ef the ehurcen that we could noé longer meet
FLes We therefore redoubled our efforts to get places toc meetl for
the [reedom vote (to publielse it)

Dursing this pcrioﬁ wé did most of our work in the rural areas and
vorked out meetings in Tibbee, Strong Hill, Whiltels, and Sectlon. Most
of thege are rural communitles neay West Polnt, and in the western part
of Clay 1% was very difficult to get churches. Mogt churches have
deacon boards which decide whether to let a ¢ivil rights meeting be
reld, As you mey imapgine, most deacons ere afraid that the church will
be durned dewn, oF that something will happen to them (especially iF
they are teachers). The minister also has @ great deal to do with
influencing the decision. We learned proper procedure the hard way.

Through a mixup we thought that the board had o.k.ed a megting =t
ihe zlmreli-at utrowg Hi1l. Actuelly, the nieetine Dur conbach {ube
shurch seerstary) spoke ot was the meeting of the beard to yanaide-
our reguest. Anyway, we went all around Unlon Star and Gibb'!s pub-
lielzing the meeting, and word reached scme of the deacons of the
meeting that they should have approved. 50 we were informed that we
could not have the mesting,; asnd were Taced with the possipllity of
people Tfrom the Tural showing up for one that didn't exist, Bo we
aslted the deacons 1T we could speak to them At a meesting and reverse
their declsion.

Five of the seven deaccons met with us a2t the church. They were:
Mr. Wash Davis, Mr. Freddy Davis, Mr. Conoway, Mr. Westbrogk, and
someone elze, Our "advocate" was the brother of Freddy Devis, and the
gon of Wash, wno was senior descon, He was the Seoretany of the church,
and nhig name was Ivy Davis, Freddy Davis is the richest Negro in Clay
County, He owns a chiclken farm gnd sells poultry to most of the larze
stores dn tovm. His cugtomers, tTherelfore, ars predomlinantly white.
Wa inew that =3 the moet influential mpmber of the comminity it was
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gzgentlal Co swing him fo our way of thinking, and thils meant providing
him with the assurspnce that we would help protect him if he was boy-
cotted by his customers (which has happened once befare} Wash Davis,
incidentally, is a well preserved 80, snd has the bony =tature and
nerpetuel muse of Raymond Mzssey playing Abraham Lincoln. He was gqulet,

but, maldng that asssceiation, I was sure he would be sympathetic,

Wa began by apologizing profusely for our-mistake, and it beécane

apparent that we had two for us (not including Ivy), one against ua, and

70 uncertain (Freddy and Wash). We and Ivy talked and talked about
gur hopes - and abaut How 1t waa time lor Wegreces to gtlcl together and
I could see that Freddy was doing some hard thinklnge slong new lines —-
namely, that He mignt be protected by a counter boycobt, initlated by
is. Jvy, pagsicnately I may say, urged that we Ye alicwed to hHeld curs
meeting, that the solidity (future if not present) of the Negro com-
munity could stand against the power structure.

For about thras hours we argued and convinesd and what a satisfac-
tion 1t was to hear other people saying what I had for auch a long time
-= ang people who actually felt what I had only ssen and ard Ehﬂuu-
3o finally they said thaet since we had alresdy puhlicized ube meefing
coudd hekd el

The next evening we saf amld the shambles of what had been & meet-
at Strong Hill, 7For early that morning Wash had c¢alled another
;nh ¢f the deacon board, at which, by deslgn ¢ chance, our most
vent supporfers were not in atfendance.” Enter another charactern,

. M,L, Perry, Unecle Tom extraordineire; who dld come to thalt meeting.

iz not only the pastor of that ehurch, but also prlincipal of the

10 eiementary school, He was evidEﬂtly called by the county:
erintendent of schools (white) and asked (fo use the word in =

se gsense) what exactly was goling on at his church. Mind you, nob
imidated, just told that a pollceman had glven the superintendent &
¥ of the circular thatl we passed out aboul the meeting and asked to
1‘1r what was going on, The Implication was clear to everyone but
Ty wien we labter sgolke o him.
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Sc he just told the descons aboubt the call and they, with under-
gtandable solicitude, called ofT the masting. And Perry lan't about to
plgn an afTidevit about the ecirvcumstances of the eall, We spoke Lo him
and with guzary esweetness he explained that he had had nothing o do
with 36, and we got 1ittle else except an avoidarice of the real Tespons
for the refusal. On our way out he gave us each a dollar donation and
I felt 1like a beggar asking for a millicn dollars of cooperatich and
petting one cold, hard sou in return., The next day we went to services
at the church &nd listened to him deliver a sermon %hat eould only be
entitled "These are times of decision -- git tight. A% one peint he
was speaking of how many of the people of the world wers in ehains and
he said "And I'm not speaking of my own race either.” He actually
WH,_cgized' I fellt o oubtraged that I goti Bpeclal plezaurse oubt ol
Ereafing him especislly courtecusly after the services. Anyway; we
Cﬂ:u1+u1} isarned how not to go about gettlng a chureh.

Untiil T ot theres, thereg was no car that we were abhle to use. We
had had to return our station wagon because we could not pay $225 for
the new motor., 1 went to Mr, Cox and explained how much we neecad it,
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and explained that I had written for some merey sc he let us uwse it in
the following weslts., The mobor wasn't very well put in, =0 we decided
that 1t wasn't worth the money. Later he repossessed the car and we
promiged to send him the titde,

Our createet preblem, I mean ohe o Ghem, lg finding & plage Lo
ve an offiee. Living-in two -separafe houses means thaf there 1s ftoo
h time lost getting together in the morning, and absolulely no place
to hold meetings and digcusslons or do paper work except in somebody's
« ‘The housing problem gll over West Loint i3 acufe, and our being
- rlghts workers makes it even mors so for us.

Two placea wi thought of were above cafes, convenlent batausse thew
yere both cn the maln street in the Negro ssctlon, Both wers just larze
danea hall bEype rooms, with no stsves or hegtersa. ©n both we suifersd
nidar letdowns. First ooe marn said bis wife dldn't want us tior then
Sha other, after ralsing my hopes, aleo sald Tthat his boarders wcild
nave moved out il we moved in.

oo ong wonders How suceessiiul the project can te 1f the peaplc here

o net make a gr ater commitment to {he movement, Many timea 1 feel
that they anticipate go many problems that they reduce the sourses of
intlon thny Lﬁn follew and oo often they do not attempt to make ways

clreumient problems. fhat might arige; Too ofien they think thal the
to Ireedom 1s, or sheuld be for them, free of gasrifise; o, in
reallty, the probability of saerifice, however small, Things here gre
bad, bubt as long as people think 1n terms of bombed churches (1f we
speak there) or burned houses (if we live nearby) progress will be very
siowd

What is needed 1s a mobilizestion of the community, which brings
me to whau has happened to Freddy Davis, He hasg been boyootted by
abaut 8ix stores Decauge his brother drove us home one day and betause
the w*rd is out that he is suppopt4ng us (vwhich is not exzetly true].

“wnmurity - 1in a counter bnyaott {Exﬂuse may  selechive buying CEiT-
uax&w] azainst The stores boveottlrg him. The Hegroess sround here, we

e, will be ralsineg dless cotton and more hell as the btoycobb
?I-—ubuECa. The problem lles in getting people mad encugh to see thab
tLhey can doc something about the grip of white merchants.

God knows, Freddy Davis is no great zymbol to orgzsnize around, but
he does represent on'a larger scale what the white community doee to
Nezrosg wha spegll out - they ean't get lpans or credit or gupplies
fig Mrs, Adams polnted out bltterliy, it's the Freddy Davises arcound wnam

the commuenity is likely te mobnilize, while the Mrs.: Adamses sre usually
ghandoned and forgoatben.

Eut we have not put too much Into the boycott, and time ls fast
going. This and & boycobt of the theabter could well get West Point
woving, Unfortunately, many pecple feel that Dasvig should do more to
nelp his oym tusiness by personally appealing to Negroes, We have
started to implement the boycott by speaking at churches in fown, but
ita effectiveness will have to waeilf until we are able to enforee it,
This means &n organization with people willing to "police” the warious
stores and talk and cajole support for the boycott.
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I am so involved 1in the &tmﬂsphere of Wesi Folipt and E_saiaaippi
and Negro life that there are only a few conbacts that I make (places I
o, I mean) that remind me of 1ife in the North and civilization as I
hnsw it. I don't mean that the South isg uncivilized (on second tHﬁUMht,
it 1s though), but I never feel in everyday life a familiardity with
things Northern or things assgociated with home or intellectuslity. In
soma’ places, though, I can't help but feel a link with my YIife befors
I came down, Strange places, too, like the library, the supermarket,
and the movie theater. Somehow the tenaion and watchfulness that I
navurally fegl workine in the South 1= dissolved when I go in, Elmoai
iikke a retreat, & place whers my worle stops and everyone around me is
normzl and friendly and...white.

Believe me, Southerners are the most hospitable and friendly people
i the world bBefore they knew why I'm here, Ifwithdraw o the 1ihratsy
every Tuesday, when the Sunday Times comes in. The librarian; an
pldarly courtecus lady, came over to me one day, shels very chatty, and
aaed me 1L I been statloned ip Columbus. 1 gave her a doublebzale
and: replied (:hinking she thought I was at the alrbase) ves. But Ifve
gone in with Eddle, who is Negro, and she is very friendly apnd talks-
tive, recoumends Dooks to me, and orders books from Jackscn. I sskec
ner for some hooks by C, Vann Woodward and she spent ten minutes, to
ﬁaﬁiafy her own interest, looking him up in Who's Who and finding out
wnat he had written and where he taught. Then she ordered me two of
his books. She's sort of funny-asristocratic. She knew he had writtan
Tom Watgon-Agrarian Radical and said to me with an I'm-aure-you-agreae
tone, ag it spnaﬂing to one of her old lady eronles about g racy beagt-
geiler, "But I'm sure you wouldn't want to read that", whiech is an
interesting theory atoub hilstoriecal resding, although I dido't knew
whether it was beceuse he was a Populist or antl-Negro. 4And she
recommended the sutoblography of former Congressman Frank Smith who, I
sald, was head of the TVA., Well, actually he's on the board of
divectors, seys she, but (a friendly concession) it's about the sanme.
So I apked if she knew where he lived, So she szid, Lived in Greenwcod
g1l his 1lfe, around Carroll County. Like he was her cousin or some-
thing!

The iibrary is the only publie fgeility in town that has bsean
egrated. The supermarket has been integrated for a long time, slnce
Zzro money is virtually indistinguishable from white money, except
ab it 3Is not as easily come by, But it Is Just as rich making., Here,
ﬂ, T can lose mygelf in neme brands, and it's almost the same as
belng in Grand Uriden, 1 was in the Ritz Thealre when the Tiest intepra-
tlon attempt fizzlied and staved around to wateh a long and dull
spectacular called Cleopatra, whieh didn!t have even a bloody battle
to Justify its length, much less stirring performances by ita stars,
But the joy here is obwicusly escape and Top several hours Missisalppl
recedes and Egzypt (or Hollywood) comes on strong,
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As I sald, most of our mestings were strictly one shot affairs,
to Anform the pecple about the freedom vote or something else, bub no
lasting orLan*z&tinn iﬁdependent of us was formed, that cculd itssl?®
u;ﬁz over the fask 0f local organization and itael:s czll mestings. UOne
nday, Eddie and I went out o VWhite's, a rural Negro community, to
aﬁﬂange a meeting at the church, Actually we wanted to get the per-
saion of the members, who were meeting at what was called the soclety

~a;l.
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¥rom the outslde the soslety hall looks iike a large version of a
aper asnack. Set off from 2 dlrt road, it la sorrounded by scrubby
ds. White's iteelf 1s little more than a Tlat dusty ssries of
oining cotton flelds, with a dusty road Fupnning Through and poer
Hacks lining the road, It has sboubt four stores, which are converted
ot huacxs. The inside ol the soclety hall was covered with thlick
1lboard, on which had been scrabehed yarious initials and assorted
ks ings The floor and ecelling were of worn wood with about hall

teiling blaelensd by the wood Etove that =stuclk out rom one pwall.
era were abeut J0'pebple there, of whom five were men.,

We sab on smoothworn benches, and in front of the room was a
radedsy built table, also smoothworn, Sitting on s bench a2ilong one wall
W a voy of aboui five, a cap next to him. He stared & wide baby’ts
share at tah raom, & little while dater was sslecp. dn front bl Bhinm,
around the table were tie sevéral officers of the elub, mostl; Wﬂm:h.
By old man sat by, with the sxpression of one who has heard thig betore
=nd who Knows when hils part comes.,.dlistant,

Mogt of the mesting was talten up with the rollesll; most of thoze
called were not there, but everyons who was paid his dues, a dime per
pergon per month. A strange monotonous ceremony —-- the only nolse the
woo 1oud eall of name after name, an occasiongl response; a pause snd &
siufiling btoward the front, then a transaction and another neme, Almost
2il the men wers elderly, dressed in old 111fitting good clothes (or
acbuglly, often a jacket over work overalls). The women drésgsed in new
clean aweabers, and plain patterned, plain looking dresses.

Most of the czremony I fab awitwardly in ny seat, rubbling my morning
ongtion of half g dollar between my palms, making saqushing sounds as
clasped gnd unelesped my olammy hands. MNost of the nervousness comes
fmom speaking to a zreup of people I don't really undervsband, because
it1s hard o convey to them what we Teel gnd what we want and te gei
from tHem the TESPDHEE we want. Astudlly we tend to wmnt their ideas
and participation toc =pproximate our idess and the depres of our par-
Yic¢ipation, whlch never happens. Anyway, L got up and spoke and
reacaived efcourgpement irom the people whe rodded in apgreement: slthough
wasa't particularly articulate (which is different in Missilsgsippi
H in New Tﬂrk} and was sort of »pelleved when the chalrman sald Ail
2 in favor of eivil rights raise their hands. and the people wac
{ ’t I knew from the beginning wouldn't from the way they didn?t 1ok
at ms when we came in.

=

Buh At wan ﬂ;arlj unatimous for giviﬁg us: the church. ¥We had =
500 nend meetinz at their church, or at least I didn't think the

ng was too suceeasful in evoking a response from the pecple. They
'a enthusiagtiec, but T didn't feel we gave them anything to go home
and count upon participating iﬂ. Tne thing that!'s so hard to convey is
the meed for their own ihltiative.

o i1 B
cf
ety 2

One of the thinzs we planned Lo do hefore the Treedom wobe was to
make Torays Into two other counties, Websgter and Calhoun, from El&g {the
tistorical significance Just struck me for the Tirst time}., We undep-
stand that both are tougher than Clay, from the point of view of white
regiatance. 1In both the percentisge of Negroes in the populatlion i 25,

compared with Olay’s B2%. There are few, if any, known sympathizers
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witll the movement there, Both are much poorer economicaliy than Clay,
fddie and 1 weres the oneg to go in first, and what we found was dis-
heartening, :

retually we only went -inte Calhoun. One of the peonie we know heprs
1c1k3 in Calhoun City, and he agreed to take us arcund and make
acts and see 1T we could work out & meeting. We arranged o meet
ners and wes drove out with Jan. Unfortunately he wasn!t where he
ne would be, so we zot directions to his Tfather!s nouse. No cne
Ag the house s0 we sat on the porch a few hours until the family
eturned. But Rufns wag with his wife iy DBiice, a town o abouf the
game gige, li-the Eame county. So'ths tTwo oFf ug gob & vige 1o Erudce
with a nedighbor, only to find that Bufus aid hie wifle were st the mouviag
in Calhoun City. Se btack we went, met Rufus, and were thld that he
Dadntt planned on us showing up &nd had arranged mo place for us o etay.
He knew of no one To pubt us up. It was about 10 .86 night and we decided
ta 20 back to Bruce, where hls In-laws lived. As you came in &b night
he most noticeable thing wes & large conleal funnel belichinz sparks
into the night alp, This was burning scrap lumber from the Lown lumbet
#ill, We slept in the car that night,

I can't forget thes =sight that grested my eyes waen I awoke, &

light d@rizzle was falling over thig..,sharty faoym. Burrtunding this
mlll Ghe most sgualid collectlon of shacks: with mired paths culting
through them, Every shack was painted gresn, or had been palnted green,
lwine gullenly around this mill. This was nethlog mare than a company
Lo, uouthurq gbyle -~ owmed and run by Mr. Bruce. I wish I could do
this Dickena justice, In gome blaces net a single shaclk, but an army
b; 7 ckq of ghacks, jJust a lonz buildineg with ten or so one story

sonnected shacks, strewn with garbace, green pairnted, with wooden

5 Toprding the mire of the pidewalk to ths mire of the strest, Open
e ditshes by the side and in front, apnd the drizzie of the rain,

Hig cafe was 15 a converled ehack and wherever we went we were the
subject of freguent gbares.

S0 we gaw a few people, gall of whom were wigibly uneasy, and leiy
aiter the first day. No conktacts, no place to stay, no place Lg nest,
na probability of succesgs. ocomehow I felt that leauing was not in good
SHCC tradition, bubt my depression was so complefe and se unprépared Ifor
that I lefs with relief, Bubt we will have %to go bask, 1f mot Bhin
year, next, and 1t will not be pleasant work wnen we uD...pleaaanh work
in the SEnae of having a good chance of success.

inyway, most of our efforts for the past weeks had bsen centersd

ground the Freedom Vote, which took place for four days. You can imagine
::' we scrambied durine that time, and often the only solace wWe rsecel vcd
u;: knowlng what to tell the next people not to do, We had a2 few

1ling places,; but few poll watchers showed up. We had four volunteera
lflt the lNorth, all gradusbe students at Princeton. Two were f£rom
Frzland, and in general I have Peen surpriﬁeﬂ by the nmumber of Engllish
students who have worked in Mississippi They seem mich more stabie,
much less llikely to be down here for fuzzy reggons, much easier to get
along with,

Teo often T think, with white volunteers and some Nezro voluntears
(from the Summer Project) SHCC becomes & cult, you know, something to
lowd avern thosea u“o arent't in; to take pride 1n nen-conforming; Lo wvoice
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radieglism for the sake of belng -wgdicgl, and o ¢completely Zloss over
what should be a sensitlve reaction to peculels prablems (5bjetimt= T
thinic, "oh, it's only that..." about someona's problem, as if death is
the only thing worthy oI conecern). Have you heard of SupsriINCC? He!s
Negro Janitor (named Tom) who turns into a super being and saves his
eople from Mississippi sherliffs. Maybe that's how we think of our-
elves,..white colleze students breeszing arcund Misalesippi....

1 s

The ofhar week we were in Monroe County arnd saw How our friends din
ibardeen work the TDP preeinet organization, Encuch to turn one green
with envy., A6 5 small wural communrity Chey had about 5 people o=
ducting thelr own meeblng, with the COFD woarkers acting as guests,
Informants.  DBut we gob many uselful Ideas; and have cnbarked upon a
aaem F“GEram ef our own, sbarting with precincts apnd Jlesdlor up to &

Sou n r orgenlzation, The selective buyving campaign is the Toundation
2f aum organization.

But, to get back to the Freedom Vote, on the ascond day several of
us were grrested, beginndng with JdJohn Bell, & Joggl student, whHo was
arregoed while ghowine & mar How Bo Freedom Vote on fThe main stread,

Sn Bob and E3dle pot out and were alsoe arrested. ILater the same day

Gavin uewin. &n Bagllishmen, amnd I were arrested for dlst “ibLtinE pogkers

of ITyndon Jahnzcﬁ ol maln street. We were well trested and later
rzl2ased on 8300 dollars bail apieca,

What do we need? A mimcopraph machine, a car, Turnliture, a
fracdom holvse, fﬂad and elothing, Most of these can be transisted
inte dopations of money, mince 1t mails easily. I cannob stiesg too
soronply how much the ewventual success of the project In West Point
1

emkental o

Will depend Upon CAE SUPPOPD We get ifrom the Norohn, 1The council Of
shErated ﬂrwaﬂiz& icns central oifice In Jackson 15 an inefflelent
bureaucracy, unable teo do much more than send us our projesct check every

Lo wasks -~ 80 dalﬁars. This meang thai we scramble Tor what we nesd,
Lr|, borrow, and other things, We have a pessibllity for & Irsedon
houze -- &xeusge Mme, freddom shack That 1sn't a complaint, either, but

will need to get an awful lot of work done before it can be made into
sffise, We nesd literature run off, and that means z mimeopgrach
“i:é. Can you gei uf onei?t?

I.-'-'.:'
1 i B

" n

West: Poilnt is a small, small project as projects go; that means us
plre 1agk on the 1let for g 3ot of things, arnd we don't have a csr to g2
here and there and complain end cajole; whilch 1s the ¢nly wey Lo get
things, Therefore I zm complaining and cajoling to you by letter (and
faw of those, I know).

Can't you gend us gomething? If wili be winter soon and the Negro
popuilation ig poor, We hope to distribute food and ¢lothing. Please
don't send us small guantltler --= 1% 15n't woreh A% o shilp 16, it
#eow about arrenglng masslve donations Get friends Lo get frliends and

amaER A Bbockplle, bthen contaehk BSNCO at 100 Fifth -Avenue, NEC and £ind
a way to get it to West Point (perhaps via Columbusz).

I would appreciate it if you could sehd all checks made out to me,
The reason is that we cannot cash ENCC checks here and if we send them
o Jackeen we never see them agairi, Actually, If you don't want teo
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make Them cut to me, SNCC can use the money es well as West Foint,
Ferhaps you could make-a monthly pledge of, Bay, tendollazs, and gsb
your frlends to malte a similar pledge:. We're battling everyone: white
power strucbure, congervative Negro leadership; inefficient Jackscn

i 4

We shall overcome,

Joel

P.8., Blnce this letter has Lalen twd weslks te wrilbe, T will =end gt =
later date a short, one page appeal lor money. Ferhaps you could
regquesty mimeoced coples from Mos, Jacgueline Eernard, 305 Hiverslds
Drive, NYC, KRY affer you Trecalve one irom me, Then you conid pend
them te wariocus friends wlth 8 ghert personal endorgement of my
character and tpusgtworthinezs so that people wlll bBe willing teo
send e money.

F.P.5. My address is General Dellivery, Wesl Polnt, Mississippl.

P.F.F.S, We zot 96D votes in the Freedom Vote, about 1/5 of the would
Le ellgibhle Negro wotera in Olay Coaniy.





