
November 4, 1964 

)?ear Folks, 

! have despai red of '·rritirig this letter, not because I haven't 
Wlntsd to lceep in touch, but because so much has happened that anythi ng 
I 1~1 ~;a does not say what I want i t to. Nothing can c·onvey ho~; much 
hop& and how many dizappointments I have felt this last month, and ye7. 
ho•·; m:~ch hope and joy I feel for the •~ark I am doing, and especially 
for ;;he ~Jorl< that vrill be done. This ~1ork goes so slowly that I t e r.ct 
to magnify the i roportanc.e o f a single contact or a singl e incident , onl;.' 
to be l:litterly disappointed when what I hope for doesn 1 t corr.e about. 
•rhe greatest consolation at those times is that maybe O\lr presence al?.ne 
-s doi ng some good in tbe community in terms of making the people les~ 
.l'cal:'f'J.l o:f at epping out, bl.lt this iS too intangible to be very sat i <:­
fying . . Neverthelese, ·,;e are per severing and I believe that Ne ar~ ma]u.ng 
progress, i:' only by talking to people so t hat they can articulate 'wlc6 ir' 
!Jltiden bit~erness . There isn't anyone (Ne~ro) that doesn't say t o me 
(privat e ly) "I'm ~lith you lOO%" or hoN much they apprec i ate 1'/hat I'r­
do-'.ng and l al•ti'ays ;.;ant to yell at them why, then, they ~Ion •t help u~, 
J-...a t a litt le, and t hen I'm ashamed for thinkd.ng >hat because all uds 
!3 so n ew and t hey are so afraid and so ignorant and each muJ.t1pl1eo 
t 11e other. But these are good people because they have s u.!fered so m.uoh 
and can so much more appreciate friendliness and sympathy and (I hcp~) 
u:v~ereta.11ding. 

On the day t hat I arrived several of us vrent to vi'Sit the ·.reme.:.11a 
01 <;he :first a nd only Negro church burned in Clay County, in a sma11 
rural cormr.unity called r,ra ,re:rl:<; . It had no connection with ciVil r lgl·,"s 
>•rork. All that was left t•ms ashes, stone foundation posts, a11<i some 
charred lumber that (lad been cleared from the scene. The ashes wo,r·e 
carpeted with nails and 1rregular opaque puddl€!3, symrnebrically fall~1, 
m=ked where W:.ndmrs had been . S6metimes the glass had covered t he 
~~llen nails, and looked l ike a symbolic representation of the burnea 
church . Along one side 1·1as a pile of metal strings, lying in the ashes 
-- all thet remained of a piano . vie had hea.."<i rumors of a Cat' arriV-.ng 
jus c before the chur ch caught fire and 13.0 we spoke to a few people who 
".i :r;:i nearby . 0:1e, a far!ilboy, was bewildered and afraid q.nd it h\P:'t 11!6< 
1·1:1e~ he said "yassuh" and "yassun", so readily that I felt ashamed t.o 
say something friendly and reassuring because he still wouldn't havto 
unoers cood the purpose of our. quest'ions. There was another person, _ 
younge.r gi rl, ~~ho said nothing but that her parents v1eren 't there, a.lld 
s!iowed much more in her nervous eyes . 

There are four full time workers in \>lest 1'oint : Jan, a girl ::'::-•= 
:::rae use vrho 'tiOrked in vi est Point at the e nd of the summer; Bcb, v;hQ 
~;oes bo t he lJ . of Chicago and ;·;ho WOX'l<ed in Canton this sU!l'.mer; and 
Eddie, a Chicago Negro who used to live in the Delta . .Tan and I live 
with lv!xls. Dora Adams, a Negro woman of 53, and her son J oe, age 13. 
l"Aldie an<! Bob live >•lith Reverend f·Ll-1 . Lindsey, a Methodist minister wno 
j_s s\ll)ervlsor of about ·20 churches in several counties and who has b een 
r espo nsibl e for getting opened to the movement numerous churches. i n the 
1st Congress~onal District . He haa been actively in the movemeht all 
hill life, is a member of the F'reedom Democrat.ic Party, and a m·an of 
;i:.c'l:'edible per;>onal courage, l,•;tsdom, and sympathy . I can't respect a 
mln1ater mot>.e t han ~;hen he not only preaehe~ but also lives the Ghri.et:..an 
C~eed -- and believe me I 1ve seen more hy~ocritical Cr~istianity do~m 
he~e char. any ten people should pe exposed t¢, much less ~he vast 
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;r,a,tority .of the Neogroes o f Mississippi. So many times ~1e find :nin1s-vera 
so scared of ~ar1:hly comforta (of not lteev,ing them, I mean) uhat I 
wonder wh:1 they take upon t hemselves the 'leadership" of the Negro 
comrruni ty. '!'bey solemnly intone p i o"s platitudes w1 th not che sli~t>test 
fee ling for the hardahips of their people . ReU.gion do'o-n here simply 
~~s no relevance to daily life, except insofar as it makes ao many 
oJdc\' people believe 1lhat God will f i j( everything. That 1 s why Rev. 
L:!.ndsey ' s sympatrhy a.nd s t rength ann honesty are so needed. 

Mrs . Adams used t o ~urk for Bryan Brothers Meat Packing Plant, 
about the largest single employer in Hest Point . She had ~orked thcn•e 
:.6 ;years •~hen she \~as decl ared disabled by the company doctor last 
A::or:c:.. - - due to her high bloo<\ pressure . She had to wait 4 months 
be:'ore she could claim Social SecuritY disability payments , but has 
been de.clru:oed able to HOrl{ by the J,ocal administrator because, apparen~­
ly, her blood pressure ba;; r eturned l;O nol'mal in the interim . She 1·:l'!r,t 
J;o the unemplo;,ttr.ent office and ~ras told that she should set dis&Pility 
na;rments Oh the strength <:~f •that her doctors say. 'l'herefore she is in 
limbo bet~zeen both programs, and uncert ain of getting the benefits a:: 
e:~ther. But the rotten thing is ho''l the '•thole burden of respons1b111;;:; 
f~r- deternuning Nhat she can get falls on hel' . '!'here Is no one to in1'rJr,n 
he.i' about her rights and to help her understand how to cope with varic;,11s 
eJlpee.~s, much less t o t i d<o her through the period necessary i'or a 
reconsidera-cion of the SS Board ' s decision . So I Nent Too her doc-.;or 
and suggested be get a copy of her ~inal and most complete-check up and 
tl'an j!;o in with her and talk to the SS man. But both her ignoral1Ca ami 
hel' race !feigh against her in obtainin& the sli ghtest sympathy or help, 

She is quite a religious Noman, e.nd in every one of the 4 room!? 11'. 
he~ house are icons or slogans or pictures of Christ . fier house is 
small and white, in a r ow of' sev er a l sim11sr on~s, in an area called 
SntiT.hboutom (a "bottom" is a section) . The house bas no plumbing, b·.1t 
t'lere is a water Saucet on the front 1a1m . She :L~s quite lonely, it 
Beems i;·o me, and stays home mo;;t of the d~ ·watching television. SJr,e 
~alks a lot, and someti mes it shames me when I become br· ... sque end try 
to show her t hat ! 1~ant to continue what . I am doing at the moment, 
::-a-cher than listen t o he.r . Somet imes I feel uncomfortable becau<~e :•ar 
pl'Oblems tend so nuch to become invol ved with our work , making me f eel 
responsible for helping her solve her :probl ems ;1hen I can't solve OU'!' 
a'm. But :;he 1s a l];ood and s;ympathet~c ;.roman, and very appreciative of 
ou:- bein& here . One day I said, jokingly, tha t if things ;~eren•t beot;~r 
he!'e in the wi nter ~te • d ·move to Biloxi , where it •s 11a!'rn. She soundeci 
;ror-ried that ~;e would, and sa id that we should g.1ve the people here one 
rr~rc chance, since they ' d b e e n i gnorant so l ong . And she ' s so hesi~an~ 
e,bouC tel ling us to de anything; her d i ffidence is embarr assing . ;But 
she 's very concerned about us and our wor k , and is an invaluable source 
c:: information about the communit y . 

The most important thing we' ve been working on is the Freedom Vo:;;c, 
which is the follow through on the Fr eed.om Democratic Parcy 1 e challenge 
at the Democratic Convent i on . 'l'he ball ot was iden-tical , or ne.arly 
idec,t i cal, wi l:h the regular ballot except that Aaron Henry, Negr'o 
~n'e!lident of the sta~:e NAACP , was r unning fo r Senator on the FDP t:l,c:ce;; . 
The idea 1·1aa that anyone c ou l d vot e during t h e four days of the elect.:.on, 
no :>egiatration bei ng required , and ~re h oped t o shotf people up North 
tr.e tund of Negz>o votes that ;1ould support a l iber a l ca11didate . If tlte 
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elc~tion had been c l oser here the Johnson total plus the FV cotal ~or 
J.,c.nson mi~ht have m.:ant vict ory and v;e thought that the Justice 
I'2-,>artm•mt <rol.ld vigorously push ne1~ v.ot:tng suits,. As you kn01•r by now 
Goldw:;lter is extrenely popular here, about every third cE.r having a 
Gold•,;ater 3t1cker on i t . Clay County, despite its being the benefiCiary 
o~ T\rtc projects and oonsiderable Federal revenue, 1~ent t'or Goldwater 
14-: (read that fourteen) on the strength of the racial issue, which 13 
not at its mos-:: critical here. 

About 1 0 Nq,;l'oes voted., with no trouble, because or pressure 
e::.;r::':;ed by the JD lest year (or so I understand) . The Negro popule.tio"! 
'des .>olidlJ { I mean unanimously} for Johnson . The l ocal eli! to;t' N:mar'-ed 
he:: ::e~1 Johnson at!ckers were on cars (before the election) but ot 
cc<<Tse neglected to sa.y that this resulted from the disenfranchisemer.t 
of hal.f' the population . l~e got a. few Johnson sticl':ers and buttons lr,, 
end '~"'re delugec1 with requests, but the supply soon ran out . Feel:!Mg 
~··a;; very strong, and mos t :people, especially white psople, v<ere afraid 
tu pu;; them on because or social or economic reprisal . Any\·laY .. . we 
!:!oped t o show that it l·Tasn 1 t Just apathy that kept Negroes i'1•om voting: . 
So wt did a lot o!' canvassing :in the rural areas o:(' ·clay Coum;y and 
crg~~1zec locs c~ meetings t o explain the Freedom Vote . 

To me i;; 1 s ;;;>retty scary working the rural . Fira1: or all, the ~;lute 
J:.>~ople are meaner and second, lve travel aJ.m:ost entirely blind; that l,:, 
;:e have to .:ell, ~lh;!.ch houses belong to Negroes and ~;hich belong to 
w!"!i~es bef'~re we go in . Let roe give an exa.ll'.ple fro!ll the beg"inninG 01' 
the summe1:•. Five of us v:ere l ool<1ng for a Negro Baptist revival in 
J;he rural. 1>/e stopped at a store and I got out to ask d i.rections. 
Sin(le that ti:ne ! have learned that most rural stores are wni;;e <;>"11ed . 
I a<Jked th.! white lady \'rho o1med the store where the Baptist revival 
v~as, She kept saying 11\ve •re not having any r evi val . " She 1·.-ouldn 't 
give me d~rectiona ~o the chur¢h and ~Then I l eft she conspicuously 
tooJ.: the l~~Einse plate number of our oar . He cleared out fast . 
Ac~l:.ally i t 1 s a bit easier thai". i t sounds, since th6 pove:rt~· of the 
!'urs.l Negro is conspicuous. Almost a ll of them live in unpainted 
shaclcs, wiw. small cotton patches in back , or near l arge fields mme-<! 
by whites. 

The trips into the county took ue to a cafe in the westernmost 
PB.l'(; of C~ay, called Redon:!.a Bennett 1 :s . 1·/e l1oped to be able to holcl a 
n1et!ting \:here but h i s •·life seemed a fraid that the S!'leri f'f would 'botlhe::­
them :if ;;hey allo1-1ed u s to use it. Nr . Bennett i e a cattle ranchr.r, 
a:~d isn 1 t hc"oe :;oo often so •.ve arranged to see him at a cattle selling 
b=n outside Hest Point . itle walkeci in to a small hall ;d. th a ci.:!.::-t 
a!'e~.a and l:..3nohes surroundi ng 1 t . Everyone ~here was white, all looked 
rac,boned and redf'aced, dreEsed in l evis and boots. The auctioneer had 
an ;unazi ng cant t nat f'!ounded lilce he was gargling with a ma!"ble in hi<J 
r.:outh , sort of undel·standable only ;;o the buyers and seller s . Every 
one of the men there l ooked as 1:(' he combined the 1qorst tra1ta of 
!U;;s:l.ssippi racism and. American \•!estern sense of: doing-somethi tlg-about­
wn::,t:-you- don't - 11Jce-you::-sel f . So we met Mr . Bennett, outside by the 
car, and he said he 'd try and ge~ us a church (which never c~~e 
tm·ousn) . 

The Tupelo Freedom House was aln:ost a;rsoned, so they were evicted 
because the o~~~· couldn 1 t get insurance. 
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Joe Stom~, who worh:s 1·dth us very closely and who hc.s s. job at !•iat'Y 
Holmes Jr. College outs:!:de 'tlest Point, :l.s attemptin~ to organize the 
yo Jvh vf ':~est Po:lnc . Right no1v thei:- project is $etting the local ~-ov.ie 
thealet' :tn.:egrated. ~egroes at present have to go in by tho:; side a1~e 
si~ upstE>.irs. It used to be whites upstairs, but they thre\~ things 
do~·n:s,;a1r5 and s_pi t on the Negroes so the manager changed seating. 1;.: 
hE.Ci. quice an elaborate plan NOrl~ed out - - ;:;wo girls and 'hro boys were 
to a:;:pl'oach and ask t o be seated, ~1e stood by in a car :l.n case anythLlg 
developed. They were refused entry both times , because counterpress!.U'e 
•r~<•S applied to t!'\e l!'.anager and whites "threatened to boycott :um if he 
~lJ.;:JWed t:-,e;u in . But the Negro kids are very a:ti ve in prope.gandi:::!.ng, 
and most vrear SNCC or Johnson -oins t~ sc!lool. 'I'he orincioal :.s soared 
stiff. If any of -.ts speak to him he i s full of "You-undei·etand-my-
pos•. tion . .. " He, like most teaohers, is too ai'rai.d of h:l..s job to get 
l:-:vol ved. 

Aoout four days after I arrived 6 crosses were burned 1n vlest Poin-.;. 
O:~e l•ras se • afire in front of' Mrs. Adams house. Actually lt vtaSc qu~•e 
a fearful e1q1erience. A green pickup truck stopped, door slammed, then 
a. !'wush as the cross caught fire . It .stood in a field, burning starkly 
i!'l ~ne night and I !'ltood by the window vt1 th my knees going cla.cki ty­
c!~ck. Cresses ~rere also burned in .f'ront of the church Ne use, and 
. ear cafes and stores in the Negro s~ctions of town. The ne;>{t day 1.-e 
\·;·;re informed by the members of the church t:b.at we could no .longer meet 
the, '-'· He therefore redoubled our efforts to get places to meat for 
H.c .freedom vo"ce ( t.o publici se 1t). 

During this period we- did most of our work in the .rural areas at1l1 
\·r.J••ked out meetings in 'l'ibbee, Strong i<.1ll, V/hi te' s, and Sec-cion . Most 
-.r ~neee are rural communities near i'lefit ?oint, and in t!1e western p:..r1; 
oi· C4y it ~rae very difficult to get churches. l~os.t churches have 
d~acon boards 1•1hich decide whether to let a Civil rights meeting oe 
hd·~ . As you may imagine, most deaconl) ere afraid that the church '1!:1.11 
be but•ned down, or that s"methirig v:11J. happen to them (especially ir' 
they are teachers) . The minister also has a great deal to do with 
itL'luenc:lng the decision. \~e learned proper proc<:ldure the hard 1;:ay. 

Thrm.:.:h a mixup we thought that the board had o .·k. ed a meeting at 
\hr.> cn;.~rch a~> Strong Hill. Actually, the meeting our conta~t (-.;he 
c!lu -~I': secretary) sp.oke or- Nas the meet f,ng of' the bcru.'d to cons:I.Cler 
Ottr reqtlest . Any.,;ay, we 1-rent all a.J.'ound Ul".ion Star and Gibb' s pub­
licizine; the meeting, and word reached some of the deacons of the 
mee::i!'lg that they should nave approved. So we were informed that Ne 
co:.tld not have the rMeting, and ;,;ere faced with the poss1b111-::y 01' 
p009le rrom the 7>ur.al shot-ling up for one that did.n •t exist. So He 
aslcad the deacons if vre ·could spealc to them at a meeting and reverse 
1;l1c1r decision. 

Five of t:"le seven deacons met with us at the church. "They were: 
1lr . Nash .)evis, Mr . Fl•eddy Davis, Mr . Conoway, t1r . vfestbrook, and 
someone e],se . Ou:::o "advocate" ;,;as the brother of' Freddy Dav·i.a, and the 
;:~or. o~ \oiash, vf."!O •,ras senior deacon . He ~ras the Secret any oi' the chu!"cl:, 
an~ his name 1-1as Ivy Davis . Freddy Davis is the richest Negro in Clay 
County . He o~ms a chi.cke-n farm and sells poultry to most of the large 
-~ores 1n to~m. His customers, t herefore, are predomJ.n&.nl;ly white. 
'e. lcne1~ t.hat as the most ini'luenti.al member ot' the ccl'rlllJUn.i '&Y 1 t 1,-a.s 
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CC<~cn:=:l.al ;o s~rlng hl m to our way. of thinking, and this meant prov:1din~ 
!.~-r. w:ith ;;he assur ance that we NOuld help protect him if' he was bOy­
-::cr!;,;ed 'b~l hl a ct;stomers ( ~Ihich has happened once before). i'lash Davis , 
:. .. '!<iC;ntally, is a 1-;el:. preserved 80, and has the bony ::;'&ature and 
r.erpetuel muse o f Raymond t·1aesey playing Abraha.rn Lincoln. He \'las quiet, 
::.ut, making that association, I ~..as sure he would be eyrnpath~<~ic . 

We began oy apologiz~ng profusely !'or our mist ake, and i t became 
a;c;)are:;t that 11C! had two for us (not including Ivy), one against us, and 
t•·rc uncertain (;Freddy and \ofash). We and Ivy talked and t.all{ed a'bout. 
our hopes a."ld about hovr it 'A'E.S tioe l'or Negroes to stick together and 
! couJ,d see that Fre(ldy ''las doing some hard thinking along r.ew lines -­
rCL~cly, that he might be protec~ed by a counter boycott, initiated b~ 
.- s . ! vy, passionatel y ! may say, urged that 1-1<~ be allowed to hold ou::­
maeo;ine;, that c he aoli<li ty (future if not prese11t) of the Negro cc:n­
zr.anity cou l d stand a!!:ainst tl".e po~1er structure . 

For about t hr-e nours ore argued and convinced and t~l~at a sat:tsrac­
~-0:1 1t t•Tas to hear other people sayine; Nhat I had for such a long ~ lme 

anQ people who actually felt Nhat I had only s een ar.d heard about . 
51> !'ihally they said that since v;e had already publicized 'the meet in.~ 
~"" could hold it. 

T!1e next e·re11in!! we sat amid the shambles of what had been a ttteet­
:.n:r at St!'ong Hill. For early that morning Hash had called al'lothe r 
rnesting of t he deacon board, at lffiich, :,y design or chance , ou;ro mos~ 
i'ervent 'SUpporters ware not 1n attendance.' Enter another charact er , 
?.ev. 1~. r, . Perry, Uncle Tom extr.aordinaire, ~1ho did come to t hat meet::CnP: . 
He i s no-.; only t he pastor of that church, but also principal of the 
~~~gro el.emem;ary school. He was evidently called oy the county 
s.:pe:::intendent or schools ( whl te) and asked (to use the word in e. 
1ooEc s ense) what e:xactJ.y ~1as going on at his church. 1\lind you, not· 
intlmidated, juat told ~hat a policeman had given the su!}erintende!",r e. 
copy or t~e cir~ular that we passed out about the meeting anc asked ~c 
c;:plain wi'.e.t v:as going on . 'I'he implication •~as clear to everyone but 
!'ert'Y \man t·:e J.ater s:;;>oke to him. 

So he just told the deacons about the call and they, with und~r­
sc~ndaole sol~citude, called off the meeting. And Perry isn't abc~t t o 
LH~;n an ai'i'~dav.l.t about the circumstances of the call. l•le spoke to h:.m 
U1d •·1ith sugary sweetness he explained that he had had nol;hing to do 
~lith it, e.nd we go t little else except an avoidance of the real rea:pns 
!'or t he refusal. On our way out he gave us each a dollar donation a n<! 
1. 1'el t lika a b eg:rar asking ror a million dollal'S of cooperation and 
get:;ing one cold, hard sou in return . The next day we :1ent to se:r•vie es. 
at the church and listened to him deliver a . sermon that could onl y be 
,;,nti t led "Thes e are times oz' decision - - sit tight.'' At one po'int he 
:·1as spaal<ing of hovT m<:~ny of the ];}eople of the ~rorld •,rere in ehains and 
he sa i d "And I'm not speaking of my own race eitner . " He actually 
apo.:.oglzed! I felt so outraged that I got ·special pleasure out or 
t~·ea'.;1nl.: him especially courteously after tne services. Anyw:ay, ·,.,e 
cer...:ai nly learned ho•:T not to go about getting a church . 

Until I got there, there •~ooas no car that •,re 'tlel;'e a'ble to ·use . v:e 
b.e.<l had 'tO return our station wagon because v1e could not p~y $225 f Ol' 
-chc nc:w .motor. I went to !1X' . Cox and explained hot-1 rnuoh l>e 11ee. i .i t, 



ar.:l explained t'1ao I 
·hr f'ollo;tine :~ks. 
that 1 t wasr. 't ..... :'';h 
?l'Omised to send him 

- 6 -

had written i'or some money so he let u.s use it in 
The motor wasn't vel' Y Nell pu;; in, ::~c ue decided 

the money. Later he repossessed the car and 1•:1:? 
the t i tle . 

Ol.:r greateet problem, I mean one of them, is .f1nd:lng a place 1;0 

h~ve an office. Li~ng in two separate houses means that there 1s ;oo 
~~<cb time lost getting together in the morning, and absolutely no p:a~e 
to hoJ.d meetin._:s and discussi ons or do paper work except i!1 so)llebody' s 

.ouse . The ho-using problem ell ove:- ~lest Point is ac1.1te, and OUl' being 
~1v11· rights ~torkers makes it even more so for us . 

T~:o places \·i<.. rhought o~ \\'e1'e above cafes, conveniem; because they 
'J(,l'~ both on the mair, street irl the Negro section . Both •11ere Jur;t lar•E!'e 
,, 'nee hall type rooms, 1>1it:l1 no stoves or 11eatara·. On l>o-;;h \~e aui'fere1 
·:.n:ilar lat:tlov;fll3. Firat one man sai d his ';life did-n rt 1·1a:1t us to; then 

::>t~·,er, af'ter rai&ing my hopes, also said that his boarders 1~ould 
.a,. _ r~cved out !f' •rre moved in . 

So one viOndcra hovr successful the project can be i~ t11c people here 
no not m.aJ:e a s;reater com!nitment to the movement . Many times 1 fee::. 
thnt: they ~t:ici'pate Be ma.rw problems that they reduce the courses or 

" lon thr,:: can :!'ollovr and too often they do not atte1~pt to make ways 
~ circum·.runt prot;_ems that might arise. Too often they thi!lk tha~ :.he 

uay to frt>edom is, or should be for them, free of sacrifice, o1•, in 
_•call t;,·, the probability of sacrific~owever sma11. Thing-s here are 
had. . but as lon~ all people think in terms of bombed churches (lf we-­
~>JJe;:.k the::-e) or burned houses (if we live nearby) progress will be very 
:::.cn·d 

':ihat is neea d is a mobilization of the community, which b:-ine;s 
::v• to ~rha-: bas happened <:o Freddy Davis . He has been boycotted by 
about: six stores oecause his br•other drove us home one day a."ld becat.se 
the 1•rord is out that he is support i ng us (1o;.'li ch is not exactly true). 
:.r.";/~Jay , this is t:he most important chance we have had ;;c mobilize th~ 
~c·mmur.it-y - - in a co·unter boycott {exc·use me, selecti·ve b•.J,ying cam~ 
p;.;.1gn) against ~;he stores boycotting him. The Negroes around here, i'l<: 
!•, ·•. Nill be ra:i.sinG less cotton and more he l l as the boy,:ott 
pl...:>~r-atJsc:c~. The problam lies in ge-ct-i.ng people mad enough to see tita-v 
they can do some';hing about the g:r>:!p of white merchar.ts . 

God kncn·;s, Fr·cddy Davis is no great symbol to organize arou:;d, l::ut 
he docs re!)!'esent on a larger scale what the ,,~1ite communit)• does to 
··le·:roes 1·12-lo speak out -- they can ' t get 1oans or credit or supplies. 
Aa Mrs . Adams pointed out bitterly, it's the Freddy Davises around Nh.:im 
t:1e coJ::JEUnity 11:1 llkely to mobilize, while t h e Mrs . Ada:nses ar·e usuall~; 
abandoned anc forgotten . 

'But we have not put too mt1ch into the boycott, and time is fas1;e 
goinf> . This and e boycott of the theater could tiell get ~lest Point 
:;10·::.:n"'. Un.!'o •di:el:Y, many people feel that Davis should do more to 
· . .,lJJ his own ..~u;;iness by personally appealing to Neg;l'oes . He have 
1tarted to implement the boycott by speaking at churches 1n tc~m, but 
1t3 effectiveness vlill have to Nait until we are able to enforce it'. 
This means an oroganizat.ion with peopl e vlilli ng to "pa1ice" t>he various 
-·.o.·es an-:! talk and cajole support r~or the boycott . 
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I aDt so involved in the atmosphere of West !'oint and ~:issi.ssipp:t 
and Negro life t lu!.t there are only a few contacts that I ma!'e- (places I 
~~, I mean) that remind me of life in the North and civi1~zation as r 
::nc.1~ it . I don'• mean that t he South is unciviHzed (on second thou&ht, 
::.;; l.2_ thot:gl1), but I neve X' feel in everyday life a familiarity with 
things Northern or t hings associated with home or intellectuality. II; 
::om,, places, though, I can•t help but feel a link >·;ith my life bei'ore 
: ca.'11e do1m. Stl•ange places, too, liJ.:e the library, the supertna.rket, 
aJ.d the movle theater . SomehoN the ;:;ena;ton and watchfulness that ::: 
na~urally reel working ih the South is dissolved w'nen I ~o in, almost 
li.b: a retreat , a place ~1hei'e rrr; work s1:ops and e veryone around me !s. 
r.o::-ll':;.l anC. friendly and . .. Hhi te. 

Believe me, Southerners are the most hospitable ~~d ~riendly people 
:n th.:. ~rot-ld bet~ore tl1ey k:1o~r why I •m here . I ~Jithdral't to tlhe library 
every Tue~day, 1·1hen the Sunday Times comes in. The librarian, an 
elderly courteous lady, came over to me one day, she r s very chatty, and 
asKed me if' I •c. been stationed in Columbus. I gave her a doublet alee 
antt replied ( thinking she t hought I was at 1:he a1rbase) y-es . But; I've 
t'' re in w:'l.th Eddie, who is Negro, and she is veP'J frie~dly and talKc.-

:. ve, recommends books to me, and orders books from Jacli:son. r v.sked 
• ~·--:- ~or some books by 0. Vann 1•rood1~ard and she spent ten m;nutes, to 
~co~isfy be= o~tm interest, loold.ng hlm up in \<Jho t s 1\lho and finding m.;': 
~·r .... he had written a.'ld where he taugh t . Then she orde1•ea me t'..ro of: 
hi 3 books . She 1 s sort of funny-ari&tocratic. She itneN be had wri tt an 
'l'c:n t-lat son-A<;rarian Radical and said to me 1·1i th an I 'n-sure-you- agree 
t;c:1e, as ff speaking to one of hel:' o ld lady cronies about a racy beat­
s.,ller, "But I •m sure you \·IOUldn r t t·lant t o read that", ~lhich is ar. 
intc:roea ti!:l& theory about historical reading# althot~gh I didn't know 
wr;~>\;her it 1·1as because he was a Populist or an-c;1-Negro . And sbe 
: ·e:::ommencled. the autobiogra:ony of former Congressman l.l'rank S!ni th vrho, r 
said, 1>/S.s head or the TVA.' Wel l, actuall y he's on the board of ' 
directcr:o, says she, but (a friendly eonceasion) it 1 s about the same. 
So I asked if she kneH ·t~nere he lived . So she said, Lived in (}reer.~,'Ood 
a.ll-his life, around Carroll County . Like he ·nas her cousin or so~-
~· ing! 

The library is the only publi~c facility in to1m t hat has been 
1nteg::-ated. The auperma.rket has been integrated for- a long t1me, s:!.oce 
lie .ro monas is virtually indistinguishable :!'rom whi'te mo:1ey, except 
~t.a.t :i.t is not as easily come by. But it is just as riCh ll'~-'<:ing . ffere, 

o, ! can lose eyself' in :1ame bi:and:;, and it 1 s almost the same as 
h"!ng in Grand Union . I was in the Ri.tz Thel)..tre when the f:_rst integra­
'i:ion atte.'npt fizzled and stayed around to l·mtch a long and dull 
.>peotaoula.r called Cleopatra, l·lhich didn •t have even a bloody battle 
to justi fy its length, much less stirring ~rformances by i t s stars. 
But che joy here i s obviously escape and for several haUl'S >!iss1si31pp1 
re,:edes and Egypt (or Hclly;orood) comes on strong . 

As r said, most of our meetings were s~;rictly one shot a ffairs, 
;o 1ni'o!".11 the people a·oout t he freedom vote or somethin;?; else, bt~t no 
l::.<.ting orgamzation independent of us >,~a formed, tha t could its' 1 ~ 
1n><e over the task of' local o rganization and itself' call meetines. On~ 

· •lay, £:ld.ie and J: 1·;ent out to v/hite 1s, a rural Negro community, to 
:u"='ange a mMI;:l.ng at the church. Actuall:? ;.re wanted to ~te.: t;he ;Je:r-
... ~.>ion of th~ membel:'s, 1>/ho ~;ere meeting at Nhat 1ms calleci the societv 
!~a!2.. 
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From the outside the soeiety hall looks like a large ve~aion of a 
tarpaper shack. Set orr from a dirt ~oad, it is ~urrounded by scrubby 
f!clcis. v/!Ute•s itseU' :ls little more than a flat ciusty ser.ies of 
c.djo;:.n:!.ng co~;;an fields, •tliwh a dusty roll.cl rurming th"!'OUJ;::C and poot· 
a'.acks l:tn:t::g the road. :rt h!'..s about -:'our stores, ~lh:.ch <U'C convcrrz •d 
:.. .. ahaoks. The inside of tl'le sociecy h~ll v1aa covered w;l.th ~hick 
;'aEboat•d, en which had been scratched various initials and e.ssorted 
::::~l'SHLiogs. The i'lcor and ceiling ware of worn wood wi<:h about hali 
t ,e oeiling blackened by the ,,,ood etove that e(;uck out .from one 1·mll. 
Tl;~y·e i•.tere abo~t 30 _!)eople there .. of whom five tt1e:r-e men. 

i'Je sat on srr.oothworn benches, and in front o:' the room we.~> ,a. 
c::: -.h;ly bu.:l.::.t cabl ~:!.s.o smoothwo:-n . Sitting on a bench 3.lcng one wall 
v;a.. a b·oy c · "!.hom; ~i ve, a cap next to him. Be stared :=. ',-~ide ba't,y ' a 

t ,_r'e at t.1 .. !'Ocm, a little ~ihile later 1-ms asleep. Ir. ft·o:-:t o:C ~t, 
a!'ound l;he i;able ;·rere the sevetoal of:Cicc~s of the clu'o:l, !llcstl:t wom<!r.. 
A , old IM.n sat by, 1·ri '::h the expression of one who has heard this be.t\)!"<! 
- 'd who knows '')hen 111S pro•t comes ... distant. 

Most of the meer;ing >·!as taken ·.1p td th the rollcall; most of ;:;i::o:;e 
c~:-.. --"d were no;; -:here, ou:: everyone who was paid his t'.ues, a d:l111e p;;" 
y 'l'15un p(L mor:cb . .6. strange monotonous ceremony -- the ot11Y noise t . .: 
.:;·.'0 :oud call of na"ne after name.~ a.YJ oc-e.asiOl'lal ~esponse., a pause Ln~: e. 
~i;u:ffling to•,;ard the front, then a transaction and ano-cher r.ame. Al.,:ost 
... 11 t>he mt:_n ·,~el'e elderly, dressed in old ill::'i tting good clothes (or 
~:".ctu.ally, of'ten a jacket over work overalls). The ~;onen dressed in ne\•" 
ol;-;;.n sl-reater's, and plain patterned, plain looking dresses. 

1•lost of the ceremony I sat a~Jkwardly in rr.y seat, rUb bini[ my ClCrnine; 
dcr!E'Ciol1 o~' half a dol1ar betr,.:een my palms, making squ~hing sounds as 
1 clasped and unclasped my clall'.:ny hands. ~lost o.f the ner'Iouaness comes 
!'ro~ spealcing to a group of people I don't really understand, becau::e 
:! t 1 s nard to convey to them what we feel and wnat we 1•1ant and to bet 
~·.:-o;n t he!ll the re13ponse we \•Ja:Jt. Actuall y we tend to want their idea.:. 
and participa~ion ~o approxima~e our ideas and the degree of our Pal'-
.. iclpatfor-, 11llich ,., .. --:::~· t.appens. Anyway, I got up and spol<e and 
:!"<:< .;;i ved cm~rou:::agen;,ent i'z·om the people 1>1h0 nodded in a[reement al tho~;gh 
'I' ~n 1t particularly ar~iculate (\•hich is diffe:::'ent i !'l l>!ississipp::_ 
In .. ln K'"'•' Yorl<) n.nd war• eo:.-t of ,.,11oved when the chairman saiQ ~-~ 

thos'-'! in favor of' civ±l rights raise their hands. And the neonl€ w:.v 
a i.rln 1 t ! kne1·: from the beginning wouldn't from the way they· d1dn • t lr.o~-: 
a .r.: whett i'J'e came in. 

:Sut it ~:as nearl-y unanimous for g:.ving us the church. -,re had a 
~ct too good meeting at their church, or a~ least l didn't think th~ 
;;.eetins was t<Jo succesoi'ul in evoking a response from the people. ':'ney 
\•': " enthusiastic, but I didn't .feel 11e gave them anything to go -home 
.;,n .l cou~t upon participating ln. 'I'ne thing that's sa hard ::o convey 1 ~ 
che need for their own in1tiao!ve . 

One :Jf th'- ••.lngs ~~e planned to do before the freedo~ vote was to 
:n"ke ::oray~> 1m;o t~1o o"Cher counties, Hebster a.>1d Calhoun, fr·om Clay (the 
bi a :-oriea1 sigr.:Lficance just struck me for the first t:l.me}. He und~t·­
lh -nd thet bo'Ch. a1•e tougher tha."l Clay, from the point of yie· .. • of 1vh1 te 
r ..iiatance. In both the percentage of Negroes in the popula~ion i a c5, 

compared >."!th nle:y's 52% - There are fe~:, l.f any, known ~rtnpatl-!iii:"'~S 
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;-~lt .. i7r.e moveoent ~hare. ;Both are much poorer economically thane Clay. 
!ld..;li~ and I ,,·ere t!:e ones to go in first, and •.~hat 1·1e found ~:as dis­
r.c ar-.; cmng . 

Actually ·,-1e only went in co Calhoun. One of the paople 1•Ie knovt here 
h .:?. !'elks .:n Call':oun Clty, and he agreed to take us around and make 
c'ntac-;; a anci see 1!' we could work out a meeting . r:re arranged to mee.; 
him there and ·· " d:--ove out with Jan. Unfortuna"~;ely he wasn 1 t where be 
fl~'ii he ~10u1d be, so 1·re got directions to his father's r.o\.\se . No one 
~11.1<- ::::~ che house so we sat on the porch a Se~r hours •.m~<il the ram::.ly 
re.t>L·t~ed. But Rufus 1·ras ~-:tth tis wife in Bruce, a to;,n of about t he 
a;... " s::.ze, ln the same co1.1nty . So the two of us sot a rid~? to Dru<: e 
•-r.!. t;h a neiEhl::or, or-.ly to l'ind that Rufus and his \•life we:::e at the ,~.c. vi 
1'1 Calhoun Ci ty. So back we went, met Rufus, and Nere told that :.e 
··'- L 1 ~ plannelt on u s sho~1lng up and had arranged no place for us to Et ay . 
H lmaw or no one -oo :put us up . It was about 10 at :1isht a."l:i we decid(• ,! 
~o !P l.>ack t o Bruce, v1here his in-laws lived. As you car..e .i.o at ni! l':.t 
tl'.~ most no;;~ceable thine; vnu a large conical funnel belohi~1g spark!'! 
l t o the ni !;ht ai::: . 'rhis \·las burninG scrap lumber ~'rom the to 1-m lumbct• 
;a:i.ll, He alept: in the car that night. 

I can't forget the sight that greeted my eyes w'nen I awol<e. A 
lie, ~t ::'lr::.zzJ.e was fal ling over this ... sP".:anty to~m. Surrcundin~ thla 
m1ll ;;;'le most squal~d collection or shaclcs, "Nith mired paths cut;:;ing 
t:-..:r·o ugh them. Eve:--y shack ~sas painted r~reen, or had been painted gr een, 
lyi ng sullenly around this mill . Thi.s was nothing more than a eom:;.an:,• 
tv,-::,, south" :-n style - - o~med and l'Un by l<lr . B.r\.\ce . I vrish I could. do 
~~s Ji.ckens j~stiee . In some places not a single shack, but an army 
t'a:tl';;.eke ol' shacks, j·.Jst e. lon~ building with ten or so one story 
~:te::-oonne~ted shacl<s, str·e·.-m ~1iti:". garbage, green painted, 11ith wooden 
lloa!•ds fording the !l ire of the s1de·>'lall~ to the m1:-e of the st::'eet. Op en 
ae:-n ge d:ttohes by the side and in front, o~md the drizzle o.f '.;he rain . 
~v;ry cafe uas in a converted shack and 'lfherever we went we were the 
s~bject of freq~€nt stares . 

.So we s~;~.w 01 few 9eople , <;11 of whom were yi:;;ibly une?-li!Y, an<l left 
a~ "er the ::'irs-o day . No contacts, no place to stay, no place to mee;; , 
no pr obability o.f succe~s, Someho·11 I fe1t that leaving ~:at:~ not in gcod 
SHCC v.radition, but my depression ·A'as so complete and so unprepared f~r 
tt.a:; I lcf;; 'tli th ::>elief . But we will have to go back, if not l;hio 
y:-a::- , neAt, and it N111 not be pleasant work >1hen 1.;e ·do, .. pleasant 1ork 
i:'! the sense of having a good chance of success . 

~.ny~.ray, moat of our efforts for the past we-eJ.:s had been centere<l 
'lr~mnd t he Freedom Vote, ~1h:l. cb took pl ace for four day-s . You can :tmag1m 
r:c' ' ·.-;e scra.mbleO. dl.lring that time, and often the only solace 1·1e rece_ve-,i 
w;;.;; knowi:1g whet to be ll the ne;r.t people not to do. \!Te had a fev; 
poJ.li:-..g p l aces, b\tt few poU watch<;lrs sho11ed up . l~e had r'aur volunt.;:er•a 
f r,;m t he 1-Tortl~ , aU (!;raduate ~tudents at Princeton . T1-1o were from 
2n~1x1d , and in seneral I have be~n surprised by the number of ~glisc 
s-.;-;td.:mt s •~ho have ;·torked 1'1 Mississippi . They seem much mo:>e stll.bl ,. , 
m•oh less liY.ely t~ be dovm here for fuzzy reasons , much easier to get 
alo::15 -,..".!. th, 

':l :'t:en I thinl<, 111th ~lh1te vol\mteers and some Negro volur.teers 
.. o:n : he .s·..:~mmer ?::-oject) SNCC becomes a cult, you kno~r, sc. ,, ' -hinv ~;o 
• •t oveJ.' those 1·::10 aren 1 t; in, to ta.lce pride in non-conf orm! .,; , to •.ro !.ce-
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~·ao:!:!.0a11sm fer <.he sa.ke oi' being radical, and to complet.::iy ';;loss over 
1>:~a~ should be a Bens1t1ve react1o:1 to people's problems (ScrJetimo:e I 
t:T.!.!'lk, "Oh, it's only that ... " abou.,; someone • s oroblem, as it death ::! s 
1;nc only thing ~19rthy of concern}. Rave you heard o! Sul)er<:>XCC? l'!e 1 ,. 

.:t. ~:::t3"..-~o janitor ,named '!:-om) who turns into a super be~ng a.ncl saves h.l~ 
p:,oplc from t'lL~sissippi sheriffs. l·hybe chat l;s how we thin!>: of our­
,e~·;;;:; ... ~1hite c.ollege s;;uden,;s breez.ing around Miesiesippi ... , 

The otl-.er waek ~1e t•;ere :.n l·lonr·oe County and saw how our friends in 
~.bar'1ecm wn•J-: the JIDP precinct organization. =:nou!;h to tu;'n one ;::reen 
~.~h envy. At a small rural community they had about 50 people con-
01 ct~ r.;r their ot•n ::1eec1ng, wit-h the COPO workers acting a.s guests, 
__.. tn .... na.nt3 . &~ ~·£e g;ot mi:U1y useful ~dea;:;, aod ha\·t! em'br-J."'ked upon a 
n p::-ot;rarr; of our o•1m. starting >·rlth precincts a,'Jd lea<iing up to a 
cv~:1n orgt.t'I1Zation . The selective buying campaign is t;!le :roundatiOI• 
~f ~ .n• o=-&ar.iza.t ior. . 

But, tc ;!;et ba<:>k ~;c .:he Freedom Vote, on the second day several ol' 
UJ · ;!'e a!'t'ested, bc~innin{& with John Bell, s local studE ·e, who was 
. r~steq ~1hi le sho;,i:-:g: a man how to Freedom Vote on the ma-n street. 
5 r.1ob and Fad1e go'; out and ~;ere also arres~;ed. Later the same dav 

G .i.n r~et.'/ic# an .E~g:J.1slman, ar.-d I were arx·ested for dizt:'i.buting po.;;;ter~. 
01' Lyndon ."c .. r.sc:. on main street. lve were 1·;ell treated and laoer 
_. ased 01. ~500 d·"~llars bail apiece . 

Wha:; de we need? A td.meogr·aph machine, a car, f'.lrnitu::-e, a 
fz• ::ic:n ho"se, !'ood anct clothing. l1os;; of these can he translated 
•..,;· c;onat· or.s of money, since it mails easily . • cannot str-ess too 
e :·cmf!j.!.y he.•, much t~e even&ual auccess of the project in Kest Point 
•·" _. de~ end u on <:he su ort we l'let i'rom the North . The Oounc il ot' 
~ ,. r·aced OJ:·g;a!'l za ions cer1tral office ln Jackson ls an 1neffic1en& 
~1.{: -=~ucrac:r ~ t:::able to do much n:ore tha.:rr send us Ot;I' pr•uject checl< eve~ 
-.;1~0 1·1"eks -- 80 dollars. 'I'h1s means t;ha& we scramble for v1hat we need. 
beL,, borro11, <.nd ocher things . we :nave· a :possibility !'or a treed or. 
r.o1 e., -- excu,se me, freed.:>m shack. Tl".at is:1 1 t a complaint, e1thet', b•Jt 
i· '" ·tr:..il need to get an at-vful lot of work done before it can be made :l nco 
r.n ~:rt·i~e. ~le need literature run of!', and that means e. mimeog:ra})h. 
rn~ ~nP. r~~ you ~et us ate??? 

~;es;; :,oint is a small, small proJect as projccc;:; go; tnat Jr.c:<ar:s v;-.; 
a.r· l.a:>t or, ·1·.'-' 11s.t for a lot or things, and M" don ' t have a oa:r t;O go 
het-e and tb.er3 "'-"' complain and cajole, whicb is the only way to get 
t~ngs . Therei'ol'C: I am complaining and cajoling .1:0 you by letter (and 
t~w of those, I l'.no~1). 

Car."; you ~end us something? I t will be 1,>1.n~;e:r soon al'!d the Ne~;'"o 
pc!l1 •la;;ion is poor. vie hop() to distribute rood and clothing. Please 
.,._,It :;end us small quantitl(\s -- it isn•t worth 1t to ship 1;;, Butc 
hn; about arre.nglne; mass1 ve donations? Get friends ~o get fr emia and 
a:r.s.ss a suoc.-:p11e, then com:act SNCC at 100 Fifth Avenue, NYC and ~·inti 
a l·'ay to get : t to tiest Point (perhaps via Columous) . 

I 1\'0Uld appreciate it if you could send all cheeke made out to <e. 
'!X e reason :1 s tr..at vre _z.nnot cash SNCC checks here and if we aet'lli them 
t Jackson .,,e neve!' .see the111 age:in. Actually, if you don 1 -:; want tc 
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1•.:t!<e tnem out co me, SNCG ce.n us-a the money P..s well a s \·lest Po:.nt . 
.f':rh!>.ps you cc'Jld make a mont h ly pledge of, say, ;;en dolla:>s, .ar.d gc.t 
:'tll.l!' friends ;;o make a simil ar p1edge. 1•ie •re battl~ng everyone : :·rn•·-% 
:power structure, conservativ e Negr o leadership , i nefficient Jacksor: 
~"~ff~.ce . .. ~ . 

We shall ove::-come, 

Joel 

P. S. S:lnc:e 'nls letter has taken two weeks to wri·te, I vdll send e:~: a 
later date a short, one page appeal :tor money. Pe:-bap<> you ..:ota.! 
request m:!.rr.eoed. copi.es from Mrs . Jacqueline Berrte=-d, 395 ~ yc:r~.!.de 
0!'! ·1e, NYC, ~{Y a:f~er you 1re ~eive one from me . Then y;;,u eou~cl .:<Et~d 
thent ·~ c ... j ",1s f'riende with a short :per-sonal endo:---seme~t of w:,. 
char·ac:;ar an~ trust wor t hi ness so that peop le ~1ill be w:i.lline; to 
send me l'!'.oney . 

i .l:'.S. My aGdreGs is General Delive r y , Vlest Point, N1ssissippi. 

?.P.P.S . We .;ot 96o votes 1n •he Freedom V01;e , abou'.; l./5 of <:he woulC. 
i:.e eligible Negro voters i n Clay County . 




