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e Stnnford stu~ Dem:le Sweeney and twel ve other l'reedom Projeet. workers 'W'a%0 .arrestod 
yea'At'dq in !lcCai~b9Miaaies1r¢:" on charges ot operating a f ood handling est.ablishwmt 
wt t.hout a county health oertificateo 

'I'hree ot the C"'"Ni:Ad v_.. releuad em bond i t he other t•n, including Sweeney, a:ro being 
hel d ill the Pike County Jail p .. Ung receipt ot bail. 'l'he McComb pollee l".ave issued 

11narr~te for .tlfo 8dd1:tional m:-reat s on the IJIUbe chargeso A later report. that Sweelley hl".d 
~leal o-at of j ail 1111<1 wu beeing pursued tv bloodhounds proved en-oneows.. I t appareD\ly 
resulted .floom the malioi<>'UB j oke perpetor•ted by a Pike County Jailero 

th~ n~at. t:rre8f.ll C:DMP t.t Olleut.hirty pomG when tho McComb pollee eDteri.fd t.hl8 'MCComb 
of'tiee !)t t.te CouDOil of ~en.t.ed Organizat.i onti (OOFO) and eh.a'rged three \ot'krlre vita 
"cperntin,e B f~dllng ast.abli~t in the a.lty of MaComb vi thout firli 1:. h-rv ~ng obt 1.:1 d 

hflr.lth aortittoato froru the Pike 6ounty Health Dep&.rtment. in a<::cord lfith eo •)%'dinar,ce 
ot !.h~ ci~y ot l'cCOmb.. ... Thes t.~ were released on ~ hund.J:'vd dollar '~ bo~ toa3h 

"fn~ ptJllce Ntar:led at, aeven.:afol"ty-f'iv~ pcmo and IIJ"'rested ruore workerp~ i:~ltJdi.ng : ~DI:'/p 
on t.h& SCO$ ehargeo !hay t~ · e booked and t.hen held 1n th~J ~nt of' t.hc t'~C®!b a1 ty ,141 • 
~. ln'eflt,t!J wnro t"....r t r~li hear at 7slS (PI11') M-hen St.anf'oX'd atudtmt • 1il.U1'1teer,.. 

1-larll SMwk8 pnone.d the stan!ord naily from the ~b ooro off:l.eeo f'.iss \JG:henk eapr • ..,d 
g-ravo eone«rn !or t.he -.fgt~ of eney and the otharft .vnm thty retnai.ned 1n J 1 '- An .o~!S 
~! thr. vnata cali<l! u 8 ~ ot the Mississippi P'reedom ProJe~t ""'"" st.ar:fe;rd trOlJP ~g · 
c ~ntaneous dii"& to e.CC'U!!Jtllate " bail lund fur t.h*' tvelve iJ Yfort.e uaro mnda to 

GODt:l.ct McComb authoriti65 and to inquire .as tQ the eondit.ion ot the &l"'nlstud worm·~ .. 
At lltlO (PDr) r; James Ha.us •· Staxlford gradttate prenntly vorldng ld th &.1-·:ltor ~ ~·J 

Sal!..nger, euect!Qded in reaching Sweeney- 1D the Pike County jailo Sweeney rt port-ed that: h 
and the other fiN nine volunt.eers were in good conditioo and had received fd.'U 'Q"'ea;m n~;, 
trorr. the local poli~. tit HW8Yer, ac apptn"en~ c::r1ais developed teD minutes later when Stanford s tudent Ned 

Borgstrolll ~ tJ:tat he had been told by a Pike County Jailer t.hat "Sweeney had j us t 
bt-olccm out or Jail. ... 

Dorcs~.rOUI had placed a separ&t.e call to the Fike ~unt.y jail a appr(,Xi mat - .cy 11. 20 I .f'Sl' ) r. 
lie ga~~e t.h~ foll owing aecount. ot the conversation t hat. enaued: 

"A Yo ~ VJswered and said ' Los Anrelss ' , I said, ~I understand you h~; ~ ~t lYta.D 

ocoki'Jd named . Dennis St·1eeiiey'.' He a aid, 'We did I but. he just brllke ja 1 0 'I 1 :::.ldll ' t Ull\.el • 
!'J t and at he wu s:"ying at. first add ! told him th8t. I was ooncerned t.bat. Der:n.is bo 
t :r-eat.ed properly. the man repl1ed6 aRe will be, when we get him ba.ek o nr 

rh• ~110 of'l'ice in Jackson was 1J!IIJ')8diately info:z"trred o! the P..orgat.r0111 p.1on;; call 
VRa Mk d to ~·ak the validity or the 1;,1jiJ~ alleged ja:l.lbreak. Af-l2:tl;>~ J iCkt':on COFC 
re~t.ed that t.he;y were unable to oo~ or def\Y tho story~ bot they expnused !'ear that, 
k J'\!OP had ~ coojurec up as a ~text t or kUling Sweeney'. They said they hlid call ed 
the McComb j~il lrl d had been t.old ti* " Dennis Sweeney has escaped aDd thee are Blood• 
ho'U'Ods after h1111.• &Jbeequent. ~e.s. hovetw, prOYed that. 1ohe jclbreek vas nothi ng more 
than a mall cioue jokeo 

Hua, ~a.l11ng horn San Franc:iaoo_, oont.acted McComb Chief ot Pollee Geor ge a.., tlho 
expressed 11ahoclc• at t he r eport.. "No~ hu t.old me .c1Jth1Dg about aD es cape, • he saido 

Ouy'tJ denial vas eon.finned shortly by a call to Jackson FBI man Keith George. George 
r epel' .td 'tJlat he had checked oat the story with Count y Sher iff R.R. Wtl':ren m d had btJen 
satJ stt 'Kt ftS1t b Warren9 a &!"suranoe that "Dennis Sveenr, i s re~ti.ng contort.ably in Pike 
t~ . .' ~.y ~' lfd.lo !\ 

Th~ ~ n. ~ of t.he tit ~.r. Project workers i s s l at ed f \. 't' llondq in the county circnn t court, 
Judge i~:rry Case pr'3~1ding. The normal penalty t ar "food-'\arldling" offenses i a a fine 
rangi.r(: .rr.~!'ll t5 to n ooo . 

~- .. 1--t"t l b.~~., !'or t hft arrest s , accordinf to McComb Polica Guy# i s t hat tne o' ··::r crowding ':lf 
., t. '" e ... w ! ee,.t Freedom Hous es created a "boarding hotase" situation " tar vm.~ a health 

cert lt'!.r llt.At !~ r equtredo Another phone call to 'the ! ik~ Couut.y Jail elicited t.he 1nf'ormaM.on 
t.hat s ~ ·r,...., "'d ~All arr-s t ed on a charge of violat i ng the r.~unty food codfJ., bsc~.ruse ha 
~"had r- ~ t 'i • F d l ,a.~ ~h ·.n -iO days whi ch comes f'rom l iving with nier ers o" 

'l"f,, •tP <:l"~lltly hein r: held in custody are: John Wilkini Arkavsas; MarshaJ .. Gan: 1 
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Bakers.tield, California, J.D. Smith and his wife I.aurie, Aurora, Illinois a Ursula Junk, 
Coloene, Germanyt Nancy Jervis, Long Beach, New York; Candy Brown, Los Angel es, California; 
Harry Bowie, Longsides, New YorkJ William Powell, Cubridge, England; Dennis Sweeney,. 
Portland, Oregon; and Rev. Paul Long, of Rochester,. New York, a Pres_byteriaD minister 
bued wi th the National Council of Churches, is also being held in -(If custoc:y for illegally 
handine out l eaflets. His bond has been set at I $SOo Pike County Circuit Judge Willimn 
M. Watkins yesterd~ suspended the sentences of 9 l-1cCoDJb vhit.e men convicted of the 
Aucust 20th racial bombi ncs in McComb, Jol1aa1acdpp1. 

'!'he nine men pieaded euil ty ar no contest to the chargee aDd were m senteneed to 
wrms up to five yettrs. 

Judce Watkins subsequently suspended the senteDces giving the following reasc(~ for 
his action. 'l'hey were mstly "young men, j ust starting out in life .. n All came from "good 
families" vho were perhaps "1110re surprised thab anyone else a t the implication of the 
rren in the act ot violence. • They "were unduly provoked and i ll-advised." 

The Judge concluded, "What 'f'Ol ha'Ye done haa been to some extent provoke.d bJr outside 
infiuence. Some ot the oatsi ders wb/D have come into the cownmuni ty are people of l aw 
~ morality; some of the are unhygenico Their presence here was unnerving, ummnted o n 

'nle sentencing and subsequent suspensions were conducted in a virtually anpty court ·roomo 
Accord~ ng to Chronicle correspondent John Beecher on the scene, Judge Watkins announced 

the indef1ninte postponement of the trial alated tor the ten as a dtn'ice .for removing 
spectators. A.ft.her the courtroom cleared, the seneencing was immediately res cheduled tor 
noon. 

Since Jane 21, the Negro colUJII\mity ot McComb has endured 16 terrorist bowbir1g attacks. 
stanford Junior Frank l'orse, abducted and beaten '8y tour whites in~lt/H Marks, J.j.ssisaippi 1 
Tuesday 1 prepared to leave the state for Stanford today o 

Moree and his fellow Freedom Project volunteer Da't'e Harris left Marks hurriedly yester~ 
afternoon in tear that there was a warrant out tor their arrests. They r eporMd that the FBI 
based in the area had been less than co-operati'Ye in conducting a in'Yestigat ion of the 
'1\Jesday kidnapping and attack. fll/ttHI~Ii/ "We ware very disillusioned, n Harris saido 

Jl.orf!e ia still suffering from the effects of the slight ooncussion that he ~,f.N~ 
SU3taiDed. "I feel just warmed over," he c0mmented to the Daily. 

'nle two joined fellow Stutord student.s Doug SOIJIIDsen and }'!.itch Miller, in Columbus 
yester<la;y. They vill t ravel together to Jackson today tor a press conference. They expect. 
to mT1 ve on the Stanford campus sometime Y10nda,. "All we ' re trying to do now i s jus t 
to get out of here," Morse commented. "This place is unrealo" 



When tre cotton is picked and chopped the residents of Quipman 
County ( if they are bla ck) s t arve for the rema 1nde r of the time o 

The sanitary conditions in nu , erous living arra~ements are 
beyond the 1mar1nat1onn Bathing is relatively unknown or is 
at least rated as a luxuryo Death in childbirth i s a constan~ 
fact ot lifeo Dental care: Whatu a thatt Birth control is effectively 
unknowno Hospitals for bla cks are two s teps from "Witch = doctery, " 
(Some child care at "clinics : " little or no adult care ) o The 
family study I listed is presently inflicted with a case of FOiters 
due to malnutritiono The f1~ures I listed on tood speak for 
themaelves o A "prosperous" fami~y eat s t heee meals a day (has 
bacon instead of fatback for breakfas t ) o Some of the people 
here have houses that si~ ib the mids t of lar~e poole of excrec 
ment o These people pay s ever taxes and have ••t•••z privies; 
pay street taxes and have ~ravel roadso 

oocWe don't need to send a Peace Corps all the way to Afri u 
to find subhuman living conditions o 

How these peopl e have mane~d to stay non~violent ( i t is like 
the word of God to them) in the f ace of s o much ha t e is be 7ond 
Dle o I want to do a o much for theYJo They are such p:ood pe•lple: 
warm, friendl y, completely open to me , a white man~ I went to 
a mass meet1n~ toni~t and fell in love with Marks w black 
communityn I wish I coul d take every adolescent culdling In tht!t 
warm int ellectual wcmb of Stanford University and show him uhat 
needs t o be doneo 
Enougho 

--Dave ~rr1a 


