
HOLLY SP ·iHJGS l'ROGH:L;SS Kl~POHT 

_Q}tober 7, 1964 . 
The Ho l;L y Spri nc; s COFO of!,'ice is the he adquarters for nine 

_' Ut'roundi~G c oun~ le s in Northern Mississippi: Narshall. rlenton, Tippah. 
Tate, Un~on , DeSoto, Lafayette.; Leo and Yalobousha counties. This 
office ha d t h irty' -se ven workers this sununer to cover these areas. 

No1-1 we havo t en \vor kers to cdve'1• the same area , and one fifth of the 
--lone:'J' ., Cons equ ently s ome of these are as are being neglected. 

The C:OFO p r·ogrem which is in practice throughout the state of 
Mi ssiss :!.ppi, focu.sez on br:!.ng ing out indigenous l eadership. The 
mot hods o::' ol'ganizet:·;_oi.1 2.r o ~ t he v-o t e r re!!';istration drive~ the 
Fr-eedom :0 -Jr:r ··c~.-a-:;:i_c ?9.:-.'-Gy _, -:-;he Fre ed om Schools; and federal programs 
such a s farw:>l·s '! :cesg'.)_0So Nany of us work in all areas~ 

Benton county l'J t he most progressive county in the Northern 
area ~ a nd p: ·c.bnbJ~,- i ::1 t h e entire state project. There is a strong 
leade r Hhi ::> v'.-1:;_--: ··-l r- e [!;3.I :_ b3for e we came , and h a s consolidated since 
we h av e b een h')~c~ 'ehf:' men and Homen h.ve formed 11 Citizens' Club 
which wor A:s vn .;r; ~;a".:JJ:_~;hing fo.rrrra rs t cooperatives, s e uting a Negro 
on the cot ton aJ.lot mont. committee of the county, setting up local 
librarie s in h omes and churches, etc. The voters' leagues are strong 
and are instrurne-.lt.J.l i n supporting delegates and prog rams of the 
Fre edom Democrat ic ~~rty (FDP). There has been a Freedom Sch~l 
since J'uly, one was attended by all ages and is now on redess until 
afte r cotton picking; the other school which is now in session 
has two classes• voter registration education, and a youth group. 
This y outh g roup and another in the c•ounty are planning to build 
a community center wh~ch will be nrunea after a Freedom worker who 
was kill ed in an auto accident in Augusto Fund raising is done 
in Missis s ipp i a s well as the North and Host, h owever on a relatively 
small scaJ.o c: 

Tippnh county h ud only two meeting s of the FDP all summer, 
whe rea s Bcmto!' ha s b0e!'. me e ting weekly since June o The r e is currentl7-
an upsurge of ener gy !- o.nd two brothers are t aking on the respomsibil4 
ity and expen se of o:t'ganizing the entire county., One meeting was 
h ol d d,uring 1vhi ch n ew J.eade-rs spoke, we spoke, a member of the 
St o.t e Exe cut ive Committee of the FDP spoke. The forty people there 
v o t ed t o set up o. Fre edom School to· promote voter reg istration 
and o. youth mov crrcr.t through classes. This certainly is a pronnstng 
county o '\ve hope t o have the funds to ope~o.te in it along with 
the peoplec 

Uni on c ounty is presemtly in a sud state of affairs. The. men 
who a r e the cha irmen of their precincts, and the leaders, have decidet 
n ot t o do any work until "things cool off" in Mississippi. These-
men are t erri~ied. It would be a tremendous advo.ntuge to this 
c ounty's or ganization if we could set up an office there. As of now 
this is impos s ible. However, we o.re not relenting. 

Ma rshall county which is our home base needs much work, since 
it is the largest o.rea with the highest percentage of Negroes 
( about 75 p ercent). There are o. few local leaders who take on 
an o.bundance of responsibility. The FDP is strong only in some . 
a r eas. A F 'reedom Club of the FDP hs been formed by a delegate 
t o Atlantic City. The purpose of this club is to financially 
support families who are put off land or lose jobs for reg istering 
t o v ot e or participating in the Freedom movement. ~his is ro very 
reo.l threat. They ro.ise money at their weekly meetines~ abo ut $20 
we ekly This won't support a family of 15 very long. 


