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Octobtr 5, 196U 

Miss Mary Varela 
?.0. rtox 65U 
Batesvil le , Miss. 

Pear M;-ry, 

1'a sorry you were gone this weekend, because two men froa Michigan State caae to -
Canton, snd 1 wish you could have talked to thea. But 1 told thea about the literacy 
project aa well as I . ould and oromised that I'd write to you aad tell you about 
theirs. 

Dr. Robert Green of tho College of education, Mieh. ^t*te , wants to try an experimen
ta l educational project which wi l l involve faculty snd graduate students froa the 
School of Education .-1 *ich. State snd "iss iss iopiaus . *n our terms, the closest 
thing to ca l l i t wo 1 be a Freedoa School, because I gathered that i t i s not aimed 
at adults. We'd l ike to worK with children of a l l apes though, since he mxw. described 
ideas for several grouos of school-age ohildren, as c lose ly as I could t e l l * de 
wants very much for i t to be s "community* project ti th maximum participation of 
lo al adults. ?he .turf taught wo la be baslo educational subjects—verbal and 
mathematical s k i l l s mostly, but we didn t talk much about the stuff talked. I presume 
he would want you to talk to him t. out that* UnfortlOLstely, we wore interrupted 
several times by various people, end this i s about-au. of the groundwork that 1 under
stood. Then wo were carried away by a detailed discussion of WHERS the project would 
work (I went along with thia, thinking that I 'd et another chance to talk with hia 
in more detail sbout the project i t s e l f . ) . He wants a location where they oan s e t 
up s fa ir ly permanent structured "school", end have soae kind of administrative head
quarters aa we l l . I think he isaleo aware of the need to orovide for the needs of 
the outside teachers—orientation, recreation, e t c . 

^ob Oreen was involved with the Prince Edward project (I think he wss ovsr evalua
t ion, or t e s t i n g , or something l ike that)) he has close t ies with the government through 
that, and he has sines been act ive with the anti-poverty orograa, spec i f i es l ly tht 
youth camps* Both through tho governaent and foundations 1 gather that he knows alert 
ths aoney i s , so I don t think this project would founder for lack of means. 

The aan with hia was a c-mpus minister, *ev. John "uky. tie's active in the AACP in 
•ast Lansing, snd i s interested, along with Bob aroen, in involving the l niversity 

aore with Mississippi. I hope you'll be aole to se t up a worthwhile correspondence 
with I I I both of thea. Addresses arts Dr. Robert Oreen, Asst. Prof, of ducation, 
Michigan State Jnivtri i ty , » s t t* ^anting, and Rev* John Hiley, li.8 ••. Grand - iver , 
Bate Lansing. Sorry I don't hsve a mors spe i f i c address for Bob. 

Other things they're talking sbout i s ado ting the Canton project, and providing 
kind of mutual contact and ass i s t nee with Rust College. You mi Tht have something to 
say about those projects too. 
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