Uctober 5. 1964

M ss Mary Varela
P.0. Nox 654
Hatesville, Miss.

Pear Msry,

1'm sorry you were gone this weekend, becsuse two men from Michigen State cams to
Canton, end 1 wish you cculd have tallked to them, But 1 told them sbout the literscy

project as well as 1 . ould ard promised that I'd wwite to you mad tell you about
theirs.

Ir, Hobert Ureen of the “cllage of Edussticn, Mieh, Stste, wants to try sn experimen-
tal educational project which will involve faculty snd graduste students from the
School of Educstion »t Sich, Stete and “ississipplans. “n our terms, the closest
thing %o call it would be a Freedom “School, bocause I gathered thet it is not eimed

st adults. ftie'd like to work with children of all apes thoush, since he skl deseribed
idess lor several grouns of school-sge chi.dren, ms closely as I could tell, ie
wants very much for it to be a "community®™ project wi th maximm participation of
local adults, The stulf taught would by basic educstionsl subjects—wverbal and
mathemstical skills mostly, but we didn ¢t telk much sbout the stuff talked. I presume
he would want you to talk to him a-out that. Unfortimstely, we weme intermpted
sevarcl times Ly various people, znd this is about- the groundwork that I under-
stoods Then we were cerried away by a detailed discussion of WHERE the project woul d
work (I went along with this, thinking thet 1'd zet another chmee to talk with him
in more detail sbout the prnjut itself.). He wants a location where thay cans et
up & farly permensnt structured "school®, and have some kind of sdwinistrative head-
quarters ss well. I think he isslsc sware of the need to provide for the needs of
the cutside tLeschers——orientetion, recrestion, etc,

30b Oreen was involved with the Frince Fdward project (I think he was over evalua=
tion, or testing, or something like that); he has close ties with the government through
that, and he has sinece besn sctive with the anti=poverty program, specifically the
youth camps. m&qmmthMMImlnthlrMhmmmln
the money 1is, nIthmIm:ut-uldmfnrhﬂaruﬂ.

The man with him was & compus minister, Hev., John bulsy. He's sctive in the UAACP in
East “ensing, and is interested, along "with Bob Ureen, in involvidg the Univerddty
mores with Mossissippi. I hope m'].l ba sble to set up & worthwhile correspondance
with KI& both of them. Addrespes are: Dr. fobert s Msst. Prof. of Education,
Mi State University, Seeta ng, ad Rev. John p 148 W, Orsnd Mver,
Bast ing. Sorry I de't have & mome spe-ific address for Eob,

Other things they're talkdng about is edo ting the Canton project, snd providing some
kind of mutual contaet and assistince with Rust College. TYou mizht have something to
say sbout those projecta too.



