October 2, 196}

Mr. and ‘:rl- #lbert Yayer
1270 E. 19 St,
rocklyn 30, N.Y.

Dear Mr. and Mrs, Sajper

I have been telling Mike for two weeks now that I was "intending te write right
away" to find out your schedule, What with trevelling and other stuff, and just
plaine lasziness, howevery I haven't done it. Mike said that he talked with you
the other day and that you have some committmenta other than COF0O, that things
are all up in the air, ete. If you have gone off to gresner chapters becsuse 1
didn't follwwy up or something, I accept the blmme, but I assume that you would
coms back based upon our wnderstanding made at Holly Springs., At any rate, please
let me know gbout your plme, and if you are not planing to come back to Missis-
sippl lmmedistely, please reconsider,

I had been sounding out the possitility of your returning either to Meridian or
Hattisgturg. I had been favoring Hatti:sburg, because of thestaff shortage, when
I met Muriel Tillinghast, the project director in Greenville, at a staff meeting.
The story she told me was similar to that of Hsttiesburg, but worse. s have a
problem in that there is a grod base for a Freedom “cheol-Freedom Center program,
but no people to do it. There is & lot of mmpower hanging around, but because
there has been nc ome to organize and tie things up, these people have been absorbed
into voter registration me sent out into the cois &. The eduwsational program is
pretty much at a standstill, This is especially regrettable becawse Oreenville is
in a stretégic locstion md is the single most progressive m dmoderste city in
Mississippl. The white community is starting to give a littls, and we very badly
need a stable, constructive image in that community, Besides that, just on the
merits, we need a stsbls, constructive educational program. I cemnot everemphasiss
the need. I talked to Murlel some time about your qualifications, and the fact
that there were two of you lalways = advantage), md sbout the fact the Mrs.
Sayer's health iS5 not perfect, although not totally bad. She doesn't think
OGreenville is so rigorows that it would demasge your health and she is DFSPTR/TE for
somsone to coms, I have mst herm casually once since then,and tylked to her on

the telephone once, and both tines she has asked me why you hadn t come yet. 1
wish you would plesse tell us if you can come back, and 1f poesible if you can
come SOON. Murisl would-like you to stay longer than February, but 1 understood
from Mike that your ssbbatical leaves did not extend any longer than that. The

fact that you won' t be with us long, however, makes her doubly eager to get some -
thing started.

Muriel is also enthusiastic sbout the handie raft project. 1, toc, want to ses you
about it when you come. We could have workshops in Yreenville for all the steff
people interested in working with arts and crafts, ad teach them the method there.
But we can talk specifics when you arrive, Hopé to see you seen.
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