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Today our group had a meeting with Dlallo Alnha who is.the director
general of the Ministry of Infermation and Tourism. This ministry
is one of the largest in the-Guinean government, It is headed by
Mr, Diop who is from Senegal; having left there.in 1953 because

his fellow students did not understand the political role students
nust play in the forthcoming African revolution. Under him is a
Secretary of State of Information. NDirectly: under him comes-Diallo
Alpha. In this ministry there are the:.following departments: .
Radio, Press, Paper--Hororya--Cinema, pbotooraphy, Tourism. All

of these Departments are state agencies..-Not one of these functions
are serviced by .a private company., Each has a director and its

own staff.,

The paper is published daily in Conakry in the Patrice Lumumba
printing 'plant, Built by the Ezst Germans, it is the largest
printing plant in Africa. The paper devotes about 70% of its
. coverage-to national news, 25% to African news from other countries,
and 5% to world news, This percentage is 1mn0rtant in its histor-
ical .context. Dizllec states that when -he was -in schoel students
were taught they were descendants of the: Gauls, -that .their ances-
tors had blue eyes. hen he was in school in.Paris, he knew all
the names of the rivers, the villages, the important French his-
torical dates, but he knew about one fourth of Guinea. Before
independence. €11 the news concerned the exterior of .Cuinea. There-
fore they feel it is absolutely essential that attention should
‘be: pa1d to events within Guinea and Africa.. HNo articles are writ-
ten in the paver which is contrary to the line of the PDG [the
Democratic Party of Guinea].  That line basically consists. of the
-proposition that no man is superior to another; all men are born
free; that the people control Guinean affairs,. and express. this
will throuch the PDG, Therefore only articles which are construc-
tive are: permitted to be printed. No scandals. are printed, No .
news cf thefts, fraud, etcetera. Likerty of the press is def1ned
.in Guinea nertzins to the right of everyone to constrLctlvely cri-
tize the application and administration of the fundamental poli-
tical position of the party. The- -paper is the voice of the PDG.,
Until recently, the government allowed:the various forelgn agencies
to operate in Guinea. .It even suscrited to the foreign press.ser-
vices up to the first of .June '64., It cost 34,000,000 a year to
.suscribe to the.various agencies. Yet when nevs was sent out of
Guinea and it returned ‘through the.media it was distorted. -Diallo
asked vhy pay this’ PLch money to see your news nlsreuresented

The radio programs are, transnltted in the various tribal languages
of Guinea.- Each night the interior people in the 7,120 subdivision:
of the PDG-gather atound tc hear the information sent out by the
radio, e feels that the-radio is the most important vehicle of
transmission existing in Africa. Vhatever is said on it people
will believe; - therefore it is 9bsolutely neccessary that the-truth
go forth, for they hlll even:believe the lies. Since everyone in
Guinea cannot afford a radic, it is essential that they gather
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in their communities to hedr the news.

Diallo Alpha is the President of :the :‘African Association of
._Radio and Television transmission. Four years ago five countries
to form this association.,  Today, 34 ‘African countries participate
within it, Only state-radio rictworks belong. At one point Liber-
ia did not have a state radio, but there11g1ous people contrelled
the radio.’ Two yedrs after Guinea started its own network, Liber-
ia followed, ' The radio network in Lagos and Ibadan do not belong
to’the-association] only the federal radio of Nigeria: He recall-
ed that ‘one ‘day at 5:30 Toure arrived ‘in the bureau, called every-
one together and said that no longer would music foreign to Africa
.go on-Radio Guineal~ They explained to-the President that they
had planned their programs 15 days in advance.  He told them :that
if he “heard any nonAfrican music they would be in trouble..- -

On the 15th of October Diallo will travel to Pabbat, I th1nk wher¢
the naticns will gather to innaugerate an African Press Agency.
There also exists a Pan-African writers association,- 'They are in
the process of creating an African movie set, .since they feel-

that Africa has something te export to:;the world, rather than con-
suming only foreign films. He stated- ‘the urgency of the movie. is
Teflected in his own training, in'the sense. that when he first.
saw American cowboy movies, he thought that all Americans were
cowboys, [It was in 1960 in Rabbat that. the Unlon of African,
Radio and Telev1510n wﬂs creﬂted ] :
'The 1nterv1ew was conducted in French w1th Mr,- Bnyou translatlng
,1nto English, sometimes with my help. Harry told us about, the
radio, from Liberi? transnitting the worst of American Rock 'n'Roll
_.I asked Diallo bout this and what controls they could impose.on

" the, system.‘ He’ s"xd that Liberia was in the Unicn: but. that each
‘natlon controls its own materizl. He expressed hope that the day
_may arrive’ when ‘the Union could ¢ontrol this., He maintained °
“there have, bech many discussions on this matter. Concerning -
-_telev151on he ‘explained that they were setting up a system trans-
mitting on ‘625 lines. America transmitting on 525 lines. France
has its own Tines. Television was started in -Britain on the 625,
Liberiz wanted to set up its own system using the 525 of Americe
since it gets all of its material from here. . Then he pointed. to
. his map show1ng how the 525 of Liberia would conflict, for Guinea
would be unable td 'transmit to the upper portions of Liberia.:
" This would nédessitate two receivers for people "in those areas :
‘and there could not be the exchange of material between Liberis
.and Gulnee._ Liberia has agreed to the 625 and Amerlca can export
telev1510n programs on the 625 wave length

We osked Diallo if he had ﬂny suogestlons for us as to whet we
‘could do with helping the cause of Guinea, FHe told us of a trip
‘he took to the United Stotes, He said that he had had a press
:conference in New York and on that basis 2s well as other bases he
was invited in. February to visit the President. The President
dsked him what the United-States could de to aid-Guinea.- He told
2 thePre51dent that the U.S. should g¢ivé moral support to the CGuinea
cause, The Pr051dent rep11ed that he was the flrst forelgn v151t-
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or vho had only asked for moral supperts The impnlication is that other
visitors, foreign, had asked for some sort of technical assistance or
money., Diallo s2id thet he would never forget those words. He also
said thot Pierre Salinger asked him whot he thoupght of the United
States. He tcld Pierre that he had a bizarre opinion that he would
rather not give but that if he insisted on an answer he (Diallc)

would give it., Pierre asked him to be frank. Diallo said that the
main concern he had wzs about the relstive unconcern and lack of infor-
mation that .people in America had about affairs outside of their own.
ccuntry. He went on to say that we could do @ lot to help Africa by
explaining what we had seen, - Ye had not read scmethins, we had seen
it with our own ‘eyes, and this makes 2 difference. %hen we got home
people were nct simply going to want to read a book about Africa, but
would want to hear from us what occured and what we saw. In our con-
ference he stated that our -country is noted for this tendency and that
we should explain what we had seen. Ye told him we would do this and
would send him information: on a.regular basis.,

After thlS, “1a110 went into a discussion of his pending trlo to the
United States., He stated that he wanted to observe the revolution in
Negro affairs that was about to take ‘nlace. He.said that he really
felt that the American government after the election was going to move
forward to grant full rights to the Megroes. 'He asked us what we
thought about the election. Moses, who speaks French, tegan an exnlan-
ation of the fact that Necroes in the South really do not vote for the
most ‘part: they are denied this right,. Diallo halted him and pulled
out a paver he-had written-or was in the process of writing., In this-
paper ~he had based:some ccnclusions on what he had read in the journals
Robert '"hite's book, ‘and some sneeches of '"pastor" Luther King, as ‘he -
called him. All of us began to explain some realities.of the American
political system, the historical developmeat of the denial of the right
- to vote, espec1a11y in "1551551pp1. After this, Mrs. Hamer began to.
explain her-difficulties with registration and voting, translated .by-
myself. It was not difficult to:do. Although one, or at:least myself,
cannot put intc¢-French her exact words or the words of anyone:else.
Thére was & 'long discussion on the realities of the South and some ex-
planations of ‘what existed :in the Horth in terms of realities for the
Negro. We included a descr1pt1on of xachlne politics and their .Te-,
latlons to the Nearo..ﬁa :

This dlSCUSSlOD helned -to clear up ‘some, mlsconceptlons Dlallo had.
Following this he asked about the "two tendencies in the Negro strugr
gle'": that of Pastor'Luther.Ning and.of Malcolm X. We all smiled and
told him there were more than these two tendencies., :‘We diagrammed a
line from right to left stating what .we.thought-were the positions.of
the various civil rights groups mentiening only-.the five major groups.
Diallo immediately understood the significance of this diagram and be-
gan to dlscern why "Pastor klng" was constantly used on television.

Ve re1ated to hlm other relevant factors about the movement in the
United States, including what we -thought were differences between our
position and that of other civil rights grouns. ‘The interview ended
after three hours with Diallo. glvﬁng ‘Mrs, Hamer a present: a musical
instrument . found only in Africa. e were scheduled to have another
appointment with Diallo. on Friday at 10 o’clock,
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Conakny, Thunaday, Sepiembea 24 1964 :
! ﬁ,;"
Followxng the meet1ng Wlth Diallo Alpha, the sp1r1t of our group soarec
because we-began to get further involved with a study of realities in
Guinea., It became much clearer what we had to do in order to clear:
up misconcepticns about the Movement in the United States. It is
understandable that such as person as Diallo Alpha, who' is the Direct-
or General of- the Ministry of Information and Tourlsm, wvould have an
unclear understanding™of what existed in the 'United States. The pro-
blems arising from that interview clearly point out-the need for the
civil rights movement in-the 'inited States to. feed information to key
people in Africa. It also points out the need for an Afrlcan Bureau )
within the structure of SAFC. .

This current fepoft is be1ng typed on the veranda of the Villa Slly.
This is ‘the President's private quarters. I imagine it is used for
other invitees of his.: The Villa is not a very large place, but in
another sense it is. There is a large courtyard in front, a garage an
a house used by tke chauffeurs, two guards, the cooks, -and the waiters
vhen they are not working, - Directly in front of the gate is the cen--
that has three bedrooms and a.sitting room.: In the rear is a wveranda,
rectangular in shape. There are many chairs and couches, and ample
stands for drinks and ashtrays. All of the chairs and .couches sit on
a very elegant rug. Behind these chairs.and couches is a rectangular
marbled space that overlooks the Atlantic Ocean, Actually the veran- .
da is not rectangular but T-shaped., I am sitting ‘in the long part. of
of the T where there ‘is a‘:large desk, a cabinet, .ané a short wave re-
ceiver, I am told this place existed here for the French and was some
what abruptly destroyed’when they left abruptly after the Guinean.
vote for Independence. it 5 - :

The compet1t1on ‘at the permanance- is. draw1ng to a close. Every day fo'_
the ldst ten days there have been cultural activities ,there, The Pres
ident, his wife, members of the political bureau,: have all attended A
the fest1v1t1es, sitting from 8: 30 PM until 1 AM observ1ng and.judging
the performances. After each performance they.retire with the jury for
d1scu551on of the performances--their artistic and political signifi=
cances, There is a pattern to the perfornance. Fach night the com-
petition opens with a play that is enacted in one of the local lan-
guages. There are some plays that even the African audience cannot
understand. This is because not 2ll of ' the people speak the 5 or, 6 .
local dialects. Our group-has experienced frustration with the‘nlays.
for the lack of knowledge of the mores. Matthew Jones says that:the
trip has taught him the ‘importance of studying languages. He intends .
tc learn French. After the play comes a ballet which-is usually 20 tc
30 minutes long, ° F0110w1ng the play there-is a 6 to 10-minute.. inter-
mission, durlng which time one '0f several bands play music. One of .
the bands is an all-woman band--women who are <in the military service.
[There is much enph351s placed on the rights of women. Before Inde-
pendence women were almost slaves.] After intermission you hear a
choir, see ‘another ballet, “héar an-orchestral performance, another
choir, another orchestra;, - "and finally .a ‘folklore productlon--usually

a dance. The ‘difference between the folklore and ‘the ballet lies in
the fact ‘that the latter is organized and the former is not. -The
orchestras play popular musi¢ but the content.of the.songs are all.
political, dealing with production, liberty, equalltv, the PDG, the
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the Jeunesse [a youth grouvn]}, African Unity, etcetera. The choirs
also sing political:songs in the local languages. [Last Saturday,
there was 2 command performance for the invitees of the Government,

The professional performers were on stage. Here the -vord "nrofession-
al" implies those.who go around on behalf of.the state and pverforn.].
Following our meeting with Diallo Alpha, Harry rervorted to us on the
meeting he had earlier with some of the key government people., This.
meeting dealt with his own business arrangements.with the government
and with our visit there. He was concerned over the lack of a progran
of activities for us and felt we had come too far. and represented too
much of a political force in the United States not to be engaged with
the Government people for full discussions, He felt that we ought: to
explain, at least to the key people, what the realities of life in.the
United States were. -From many points of view we had: come to Guinea .
at a very good time. The uncoming Independence celebration occupies,
much of the time of government people. The competition is a tre-.
mendous strain on the.resources of the key governmental figures. Then
there is the everyday problem. of dealing with the political realities
of Guinea, Harry is amazed, and we are too, at the tremendous interec
the government shows in its youth, and the hard work the officials---
all of them--- perform, ¥We have not talked with anyone who did not
say he was working ‘18- -hours a day,., LIBERTY, SOLIDARITY, and WORK,

are the key. slogans.of -this country. Governmental -and narty o£f1c1a1=
do not ask of others tjat which they are not prepared to give them-
selves. This is especially true of the President, Sekou Toure. It

is 3ust as true of the others. ; RN . Lo

Wednesday evenlng the Pre51dent dr0pped by the V111a. This'is‘e.habii
of his., .One does not know when he will &rrive. After all, it is his

: private quarters.. Apparently he found Julie relazing w1th her hair. dc

wearing a housecoat. Harry was asleep. John, Julian, Don, and I, vex
in our quarters. with Ruby [watch that connotation!]. taking our, nhy51ca
exercise. All of the delecation from SNCC has gone on an important.
physical therapy kick: swimming, exercise, and doing other thlngs---.
most important, eating only low fat food s1nce that dis all which is
served here. More about breakfast. - AR j i o

Hav1ng f1n1shed my exercises earller and showered 1 was dressed when
we were told that the President had arrived. [Later on in this report
I must finish a report on the physical description of the Villa for. .
the President was in the house occupied by Belafonte where we have . ou1
meals.] We went down ‘there and spcke to him. He observed that he wa:
very busy and had passed by the Villa but had not wanted. to disturb us
He -indicated that ‘he was getting together with the Chief of Protocol
and working out a more detailed program. We told him we understood
he was busy, and certainly we did not expect him to take his.time and
devote it to us. Anyway, we are having .a meeting with him tomorrow
night at.the.Cas, a Government house he uses. I have never been there
and a descrlptlon of it will have to wa1t unt11 another report

We chatted last nlght for a wh11e and then we all arrlved at the per-
formarice late. We wanted to-wait until the performance was over. It
was really a bad time:to arrive because ''protocel' does not try to sav
seats for people once the performance tegins. We were perfectly con-
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tnet to stand or to find seats in the rear, but protocol would not
allow this and found -some chairs: “which they ‘sat-in the aisle, 'We;egj
all agfeed neVer to arrlve late agaln.' Better to stay at- home..

Th1s morning Thursday, ve. woke up early and dec1ded to go to the
Ministry of - Commerce. For various reasons, only Bot, Mrs. Hamer, and
. I went. 'e obtained an appointment with the Director General at 11 -
“o'clock and talked until 12:30 Noon. - The Director General is named
Fremmgi. Berete. He started by exn1a1n1ng that 211 the operations of
the commerce department involved -importation, exportatlon, and dis-

- tribution. : There is a cabinet in the ministry composed of the minis-
ter, the Director, the.Chief Deputy, the Secretariat which deals with
personnel, payroll, and ‘the secretarial and courriers. - ‘There are un-
derdepartnents called the direction of Exterior Commerce, ‘the direc-
tion of thlie Interlor, an Inspector General, a Direction of Price to
evaluate. world prices, and a bureau of study and 'stastitics. There
are -also societies for mational commercial enterprises: two: deal with
exportation, and 14 deal with importatieni' In pr1nc1p1e, anyone has
the right to engage- in-both of these, including distribution, but they

- must get a-license from: the state. There is, in the commerce depart-
ment, a nat10na1 cbmmlss;on wh1ch 11censes peonle to engage in Com-

-merce., . v ol

.-
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There are also cooperatlves here. Two typeS"consumer cooperatives, a
~and productlon.. Guinea imports what is called'tous les articles con-
summateur: pour la vie, bien 'de consummation et bien d'equlpment," Alj}
things necessary” for comsumérs g-od for life and équipment., Of course
it must be understood that much of this is also produc¢ed within the
country. Concerning exportations: it exports agr1cu1tura1 products,
‘mineral:products;,’ and "articles d'artisan." Accordlng to volume.the
;most’” important’ export is bananas. According to value’ the mosttlmport-
- ant export. is coffee:. "Aluminum is the most important’ mineral There
is an.unlimited: resource 8f bauxite in this country. Some of it is
-;currently being-developed by Olin Mathisen in what is called" ‘the“Freer
Company. This’is half owned by the State and half by Olin Mathison.
There is much iron:ore and diamond deposits.: [For lunch today, there
was a young man who ‘is studying at MIT (Mining and Metallrugy) ;He
said the diamonds of Guinea are moré valuable - than the diamonds of
South Africa, Currently 90% of 211 the world diamond productlon is
. done: by ‘one ramlly the deBeers' }--

T K
T.® 4 -

The banks in Gulnea are owned by the state and ‘are under the direct
.control by the President. They are not*lécated in any ministry., T
asked the question as to why the price 6f textiles here was so ‘high.
..He said the fundamental .reason deals w1th thé price of coffee ‘and the
“world market. Guinea has 'to pay tlie samé price to its coffee raisers
as that which-is.paid~in the .Ivory Coast, for example. ' Yet the buyers
in the Ivory Coasty which is -in -the franc zoné, 'are subsidized by Frar
That is -, if they have to'sell-at a price lower than that for which it
was purchased this: derends on the world pflce. -There was much dis-
cussian around this point.' Tt 'is ‘very technical, and I do feel it is
necessary to go into detail., For political reesons, not wantlng the
coffee growers ‘to become ‘upset, ‘the Guinea- government, which ‘is not
in the franc zcne, has’ to pay the samé€ prices. - Yet when it sells on
the world market, it ‘sorietimes loses rionéy bécause ‘it must sell at a
lower price and- cannot get ‘a. subsidy ‘anywherelese. There is a thing
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called a stabilisation chest.” Guinea must make up the difference by
charging a high tariff on textiles., This goes into its cdeposits to
underwrite the losses it receives on the world market,

In general the problems of Culnea, commercially, are all of the pror’
blems of the underdevelopned nations. He gave us a report of a con-
ference which was recently held in Switzerland on. the economy of un-
derdeveloped nations. In essence this is it: There are enormous neec
and few possibilities. '"hen you have something to sell, you must sell
at a price too low.to meet the needs: i.e., to get money to pay for
imports. Therefore, when you need industrial cquipment, you never hav
enough rice or money to pay for it. "hen you create an industry.you
cannot export it to developed countries: because the high tariff whick
are. 1mposed on these exnorts the solutions to these delinmas are
difficult, One way to overcome these problems is to create a common
market in the African zone. It is now around 3 o'clock in the morning
Everyone else is decked out for the nicht, I hear a mild lapping of
the waves acainst the-.rich ironore. along the coast. Hot rocks but irc
ore, Life is calm in Guinea: very little, if’'any, ‘night life. People
work. Here is where that material on underdevelopned countries can be
obtained. Sources are from the United Mations: Report of the Secre- -
tary Ceneral of the Conference [Economic Conference 46/3, 12 Feb 64;
Conference of the United Mations on the “development of Conmerce. It
can be obtained in English, French and Spanlsh Learn languages' for
the world is snall!] : : ;

Saptcmbea_24, 1964 -- Meet&ng befween SNCC UOnkana and Guinea
Minister of Information, Piallo AlLpha

Minister Diallo Alpha told ‘the ‘SNCC group that Guinea has 3 economlc
m1n15tr1es. [l) Conmerce' (2) Rural; and (3) Development, i

Rural deals w1th agrlculture. tractors, cows, gr321ng, flsh, arts and
crafts, forests, bananas, pineappels, etc.

The Development Ministry deals with industry and public works: mlnes,
e1ectr1c1ty, and hou51ng. : :

Under colonlallsm, France took. resources from Guinea and broucht back
the finished product, producing a '"non-developing industry." After
‘Independence, ‘it became necessary to develobe their own resources for
‘themselves, for by deing that they are bu11d1ng and developlng their

own econony.

Guinea is not capitalist, but socialist. Socialistic systems are
characteristic of Afrlcan soc1ety. -If anyone has food, no one shall
.die of hunoer.' : vy

ﬂevelonment nust serve’ all .the people, not just a few. African socia:l
ist countries are not communist: they are real socialist republics.,
There are 210 million people in the Soviet Union, for instance, but
only 20 million are Communists.. In order to be a Communist, you mrust
be militant and must join the Communist Party. The Soviet Party is
reserved for a few. et : : _

In guinea, everVOﬂe can nart1c1pate in the revolut1on, and they have
universal socialism here.
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Money

There is no vossibility of self-ievelopment when one nation controls
another nation's money. "y inis reasoninrc, Cuinea wants to control
its own economy and thus control its own money. For 2 years after
Indevendence Guinea used Frenck francs. To put pressure on the gov-
ernment and to "strancle the econory", tke French reduced the volume
of currency in the country, Therefcre Guirea .produced its own money,
and is now not allied withk the franc zone (French), the- sterllng zone
(Eritish), or the dollar zone (American). They were the first, and
are the only country with African money. "“hen all African countries
kave African money, they will enter thte African zone.' That will be
when there. will be 2 "continental currency.,"

Cuinea's financial 1ndenerlenc9 hes made colonialist and imperialist
countries arcry., On August 28, 1958 [Independence Day] other countri
blocked ships trying to come tc Guinea; delayed goods' shipment; and
counterfeited money to cause 1n‘13t10n.- Soon Alaerle will have her
own ‘money.’ . : .

Peonle think money must be based on gcld [as it.is in ‘the 'S and the
dollar zone]. Money should be based on the capacity of the country
to nroduce. Eoth America and Europe, basing their currency on gold,
have permanent deficits., Salt was once used in AFrica for money.
Cold was everywhere - used for ‘9rr1ors' shields - and the colonialis”
grabbed it. :

In Africa, your best passport is a -dark skin. In Turone, neovle had
to work to live, but in Africa a man could and can go nude from Jan-
uary 1st until December 31st, Ille can cet food and clothing easily,
3,000 years ago Egypt--a nart of Africa--had a great civilization
while Furone was savage and.peovnle were living in caves.- :

America.and Europe will never develope Africa or Guinea. - Furcope took
Africa's riches, and fmerica took her labor. Both continents owe
Africa unattached aid. All Guinea banks are nationalised and there
is no capitalism here. Everyone is committed to work for lLimself and
the state. Guinea requires 1/2 of the profits from all foreign‘in-
vestments and the pgovernment is co-owner of American aluminum invest-
ments here, for instance.  They ovn 60% of one company [Harvey Alumi-
num] . TR TR o

In 1960, Guinea exrerienced money trcutlé. Many companies offered
the country auick money. . -They thought the country would not be able
to repay loens and that they could extend their franchises to exploit
Guinea. One country was ordered to leave the country. Under the 195;
"loi .cadre" of the fourth lawm African countries were given a French
constitution and a chance at internal self-government. However, Franc
controlled their money and their foreign policy. " Vhen CGuinea was of-
fered this she said "yes, if you will include a clause for eventual
Independence.'" France said no, -and- Guinea voted "Mo!'" to France,

and "Yes!" to Freedom. 1In 1958, although Guinea was made-a "free"
country, the French took everything: even telephones, typewriters.

-5

Sekou Toure saicd: - '"Take it., Just leavel!"
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The reason that France offered mere partial- -independence is thus:
when French army officers took over Alperia in 1958 they demanded
that de Gualle form a French government. He did. And he promised
"freedom" to Algeria, thinking he would establish a French state from
Dunkirque to-.Southern Algeria, But he didn't want another Algeria

in Black Africa, So de Gaulle offered partial freedom to Black -Afri-
can nations.- France even sent »naratroops into Guinea .to provoke vio-
lence before indenendence., There was one showdoyn: when French and
Guinian troops faced each other a CGuinian soldier ordered the French
to take down the French flae. The French general refused but the sit
uation grew so tense that the French troons took down the flag them-
selves. :

Trhade Unionism: f ; o e

In Africa, trade-unionism has been developed to its fullest., Toure
is a unionist. Unions here are for members: not leaders. They are
very strong, and once -had a 78 day stand-in strike.  -All workers are
unionized., All dues go to the union; not to union bosses. For in-
stance: the'ministry: of information 1s unionized, :Each Saturday, the
head of the union - a chauffeur --comes to the minister with comnlain

Sa£an¢eé.

A minimum wage for each job rate is set by the MiniSter of Work, a
committee of unions, government, and private entérprise. Each worker
has a work card which shows the minimum wage he may be paid,

Justice: : o g = 2 i)

African justice is uniocue.- All Cuinean lawyers are appointed to each
case, They are government employees, -If a man is arrested for steal
ing, counsel must prove he is not guilty, instead of the state prov-
ing he is guilty. [VYe will get more 1nformatxon on this later from
the Minister of Justice.]

Conakny, Septemben 26, 1964:

Our group met with President Sekou Toure last night in the.cas. This
is one of the presidential homes existing in Guinea, It is used not
only for rendezvous for heads of state, but for foreign visitors ofte:
stay there, :‘Currently, there are some Germans from the Federal Re- -
public staying there. The cas has two Guinian style houses: the
thatched roof made in a2 round pyramid-shape. Inside however, it is
vltra modern, There is also another building, retantular in shape
with a conference room and living quarters. It was on the veranda

of this building that we had the conference. There were many import-
ant officials of the government there: the Chief of State, who is the
second man in the government; the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who is
departing or has departed for Washington-.along with many other Africa:
to President :Johnson about the Congo situation, The Chief Security
Cfficer was there., He and I walked around together and he told me

he had been to the Villa Sila many times [but we had never seen him],.
Only the guards sa2w him, Also.there was the chief musician; the head
of the PanAfrican Youth Congress; and several more imrortant people
whose titles I have forgotten. e : : '
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e arrived before the President en- tourecd the Cas, TLverycne wvas
thr1lled by the wiew of the ocear from thte Cas. There is a 5”10‘;i3
ming'T0c6l there but it is emnty.: e vent ‘'unstazirs to the veranda;™
I told M¥. Ben'Naudoulz thet Bob “oses was sic' .and that Dona was
staying with hirm, I dsted‘Finm to pet a doctor over there.as soon
a2s possible, Ile promised to do it soon as thris meeting was over,
‘T'owever appzrently the doctor called the cas and l\t—: “bblé h1m abtout .
the 111ness. A1l iis well. (Lor SRV e e T R
s e . s g St s
Toure first met with ‘the An“assador from ﬁlaerla, only for a few
minutes. " There was an interpreter .there,  Camarah.,. I sugpested we
should concentrate on three vnrior arranged vpoints: (1) what Toure
felt the significance of our trin to Africa; (2) to tell something
“about our efforts in the South; and (3) to dlscuss vays of estab-
lishing relationshins with Guinea and otter African countries---
what he thOLPht of ‘this and how he tbouoht 1t could hé carrled out,
“e besan” o1scusszng the sécond noint Flrst, whlcF nrohably should
heve been the order 'in the first place., Threre was sorie ‘description
by me 'in French as to the nature of ithe 'iévement; -some.historical- -
developmernit, and "then some analysis of vky:we differed -in part from .
some of the other civil richts crouns in the 'Inited States. Ttis
noint was cconsidered most important because the day hefore we keod .
talked to the Minister of Inforration who was not at all informed
on the ‘barest difference htéetweer the Movements in the 'nited States,
and had’theoueht 'in .fact that Martin Luther Kine wes the leader of -
all the Negroes in the United States. Ve &escrlFed to Toure as we
did to Diallo that there was a line from richkt to left whichk could
te used to somevhat pinncint the positions of the civil rights- ...
oroups, esnecially the orincinal five, This we did., Afterwards =
there were some exnressions by the members.of the groun,  llarry told
’thé”vresi&ent that there éxisted in the 'nited: States at one€ . .time-
avgroup o6f-peonle vho weré militant, but:the !cCartly:veriod helped:
to end their ‘potentidlitieés, :Ve. esnec1elly referred¢ to:Dr, W,E, B,
duPois, and to Pzul Robescn. ZTut ke found that in: SNCC there existed
an answer to the type of militant leaderslin that was needed in the
Negro liberation strucele in tke United States.”

"The President lLiegan by saying "Eon." ‘e 2ll laughed for it was some-
thing disarring.- He thanked us for coming and stated that our strug-
gle vas not Just ours and”that thére existed a e¢reat relationship Le-
tween what we do in the Uriited States: what hannens.iniAfrica .and -
the converse is true, -ile“begdan by saying that our struggle was not
only social, economic’and. human, but -that it is really a political.
problem created by history:and history itself would decide its future
Or there must be an historical solution,  If we agreed upon th1s, the:
“tbere sbculd be an analy51s of the three pr1pc1na1 po1nts'

[11] “o sclution of a nroblem can come abeut unless tbere is a con-

B sciousness that the problem éxistsi A ‘moor- man- without a con-
sciousness-of the »nrotlern-ceznnot help himself,: Put a rich man,.even
if he har - social cdnsciousress abtout human condltlons can do more
to helpselve proble“s tFén someone who iS5 poori: "'e must set a ﬂnal
and nove!toward.that goal step’'by:stepn.: "e must be educated and in-
formed  atout ‘the nature of the problem,. Thére are two types of nolit
cal consciousness. The first is absolute. - It says that if you re-
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ject discrinination, you will never submit to it under any circun-
stnaces. Cné is firm and does not deviate from his pesition. ' The
second position is relative, The strurele is relative to the situa-
tion., It is nractical, It helns if you ‘are coino forvard, He cave
an exarnlé of a man who wanted to take a stick and ‘hit soreone over
the head, That takes physical courage: tut political ceurage invel-
ves ‘the -study of events step by step. -One must be working on A but
preparing for ? .and C,: and see that these steps will lead to a larc-
er objective, ; :
[2] The second point which must be firmly understood is that of or-
ganisation. 'e must not underestimate the role of organisation.
He took the example of the table in front of him on which there' vere
peanuts and some boiled peeled notatoes. !‘e said that he could 1ift
the table timself, hut that if all of the 20 or more of us who were
around the tahle began to »ull in different directions, probably none
of us would be able to 1ift it. e must work to bring peonle in the
Movement. Tven 1if someone himself does not resnond the way we think
ke should, he may have relatives who will tecome committed, [T}=1c
point is probably imnortant from an experential noint of view in that
the Chief cf State is from a very vealt%y faW11Y in Fulnea from 111ch
he has bro¥en.] - . ;
Mow, - what.is tle structure of 1nJust1ce in. t*e "nlted States? The
rich exnloit the poor. It is a question of economics. There are
even black men who exrloit otler black‘nen. thev.may well be more
dangerous than some whites,: Segregaticn is simnly an effect. e "
will never ‘cet rid of that effect until we rid ourselves of ‘the cause
Our organisation must attack the cause of segregation. Take ‘the ex-
amnrle of a factory vhere there are 1,000 workers: 800 white, 200
tlack. They are all exploited. “atHer than talk about "ll*erty for
" the black" we must -pose the nrotlem for all, ‘It 'is true that in vpar-
ticular situatioms you will vant ‘to speak directly to the black peonl:
and point out their ‘own frustration and exnlecitation. iowever, this
problen should be posed has human so that supnort can be obtained.
If an organisation is efficient it must fickt. avalnst all causes, not
just auestions of social dlfferences,‘tLt econoric, -Ye must-study th
world situation of exploitation. ..V’e should aim at snec1£1c goals and
not fix a date., If a date is fixed then. ppportunism sets in. :'hat
is a century to wait atd work for if you feel it is risht ? :

[3] A third very 1nnortont factor for any moverent is that t]ose who

are selected to renresent you are carefully selected because the
quality of their actions will affect society in one way or another.
This point should not be underestimated.

Now the conditions in America are different than they are in Africa.
Despite the period of colonialism Africa has remained true to its
values, Colonizlism tried to make a difference but it did not. Af-
rican society could not develop unless it is supperted by its values,
African society can be vertical, i.e. g¢o up, but the situation with
the Megro in America is different., lere n»nrogress is horizontal, It
is important to remember that from the very becinninr, the Hegro was
cut off from all value systems. He was forced to live in a society
wvhere 211 the concentions cf values were foreign tc him, One's ad-
vancement under these circumstances was blocked. Also, it has to be
remembered thet the United States is not unitary, and that each state




Report on Guinea SreaEs o PR

----- S R A e A e e e -

is-2lmost a2 little entity unto itself, This has tremendous imnlica-
tions in postulating tactics. '‘e must develop a -consciousness from
a study of the whole society. From these two situations, of course,
anc¢ from the structure in America -- as elsewhere. -- there is some-.
thing called the grand conscience for '"'lui-meme" -- a person trying.
to create a place for"himself: He sees the structure vertically as
that of achieving his own ambhitions., :There are a few and this must.
be further developed: ‘a nolitical consciousness to change the whole
system. It may well be that in this struggle you may have to ficht
more against the blacks than the others.

Now, let us c0n51der the situation from the point of view of strategy
Don't vose the probler 25 one of emancination of black pecople. e
must emancinate the whole community so that aspirations can be shar-
ed by all.  The situation is social, political, and economic. ‘e
must study to. try to find the best solut1on. In the black community
we might tell people they are exploited tecause they are black. It
gives the i ovement a broad base, The whele conmunlty will know that
your victcry will -be their victory. :

From the noint of view of tactics: The social structure is not-one,
Examine it state by state. From this study you select different
means for each state, It would be wrong nolitics to imnose a common
attitude on the people. The diversity of American society must be
reflected in ocur organisation, 'e cannot forget the actions of the
everyday struggle in the various sections. These daily confronta-
tions will develop a consciousness, [This is important from my

~point of view with resvect to the Civil Right Lav -- esrec1ally the
Public’ Accomodat1ons Sectlon ] a1
It is fundamental that we see the problem as the systev Do not try

- to stress the contradictions in the black community. On the national
- plahe, however, we must try to project unity. If we try to solve . .
‘our internal contradictions, we will lose. Look at the systenm,

At :this point the President asked what time it was and said we could
continue the discussion at @ later time. '"e expressed our thanks
and 1éft., The Preésident and his ministers stayed and had a meetine
before going to the cowpet1t10ns. I'm sure there was somethine said
about the meeting in Xenya on the Congo cuestion, and the Dendlng
trip to Yashington by the VMinister of Foreign Affairs,




