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Th• following waa writt•n at ay (h•r hi•tory teacher••> requeat by a 

third-y•u atudent at S.,elaan College, Atlanta, '1'h• hoae town of the writer 

i• Aaiericua, Georgia, a c_,nity which baa had a great deal of bitter 

racial atrit• of ita own, including the jailing laat '\aguat, 1963 1 ot three 

young MD on a charge of inciting a.nd inaurrection, a criae for which the 

death penalty ia preacrib•d• 

My-participation in th• Miaaiaaippi ::,-r Project waa one of the greateat 

«i<periencea lever had. I worked in a -11 town in the Delta--Greenwood, 

Miaeiaaippi. 

My liYing in Green•ood w•• very eiapl•• I could eaeily blend into the 

'" Negro Gre•awood, Miaaiaaippi, culture." I could euily adapt to the aocial 

cliaate. I could euily bee.,.. u cuoutlage withln the c~ity. 1'hle 

euy adaptation wu a rare thing tor• Miaaieaippi •u-er volunteer. It 

waa to my advantage becauae, unlike hundred• of the other •U111Der volunteer•, ... 
1 m/a Southern Negro. 

So being, •ord ep.read quiclly that I waa the only N•gro on the rreedoa 

School atatt, Before long, everyone lcoew me. Aa a reault I •u al•aye 

being approached by people who anted to know "what waa going on." 1 eenaed 

in the• a peculiar kind of trust that wu unknown by the othar a..-r 

volW\teera. 

The •ntir• at.oaphere of the u ,nity ••• 'Hry aillilar to ay ottn in 

8outhweat Georgia, 'l'he people •ere of the a- kind. They had aiaUar 

int•r•ata, Th•r• •ere the precioua fe• who ••r• ••lll>era of the •lit•• 

Ther• wu the ■aa• •ho coapriAl•d the lower-inco■e bracket. 4 h• high echool 

etud•nta r•■ind•d .. of ay claa-t•• and ayaelf •h•n I wu in •igh echool 

over two Y•ar• ago, They con.tantly expr••••d bitt•r r•■•nt .. nt tor •xieting 

condU,ione a.nd w•r• alwa,ya cond.-ning thoae who■ th•y r•apected (i,e., pat'enta, 

teacher■, and ■iniatere) tor accepting auc) condition■ without trying t.o 

bett.er tb-. 

Greenwood, Miaaiaaippi,haa aeen black and whit.• atudenta, under the 
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awipicea ot SNCC, coae into ita co-.nity and try to work in it. As a 

raault, black Greenwood bu autfered. H011ee were fired upon in the 

atlll ot the night. Young girl■ were raped, People were jailed and beaten. 

Peop~e bava died. 

Thia ataaer Greenwood faced the aa,no altuation of the entrance of black 

and white atudente into the c~ity--only tbia tiae in larger nuabera and 

larger prograJlllfting, Both co-unitiea bad one thing in cooaon--fear. The 

•bite c-»ity feared the atudent■' courageou.e ability becauae they couldn't 

take a hint. "Don't they ■ee what bappena to Negro•■ and thoae who love 

the■? Even tbougi:1 it baan•t been expoaed, don't they know that Chaney, 

Ooodaan and Schwerner are dead? Do they have to be killed the■aelvea to 

prove that they are not wanted?" 

The Negroe■ felt very aai'ely guarded in the preaence of a au,..er volunteer, 

They knew that a alip-up -• -de when the three workera wore announced aa 

•iaaing, 
.. 
hey knew that aoon the FBI would enter the sate becauee the two 

white peraona were killed. 1 hey kn•• that no one waa ready to mako another 

■utaka like that aoon, 'hey knew that this au-er•s project waa their 

guardian. 

"But what rill happen when the eu-er ia over?" they aakod, 

What will happen? -ill the "troopa" 

done during the daya ot lteconatruction? 

pull out u the federal troopa had 

J111 the protective cover of the 

•-r atudenta leave the Miaeiaaippi Negroea aa a hare to tight the atona 

of diacrimination alone? 

To coabat thia tear, aany of the atudenta have c-1tted tbe■aelvea to 

re-in in Miaaiaaippi throughout the tall and w-inter •itb bopea that the 

-n (who run tbia country) will not ahirk in their dutiea and continue to 

allow young - and woaen to ■a.orifice their livea tor aoaething that could 

euily ba enforced with• flick ot the tongue or th• atroke of the pen. 

Gloria Ann Wtae 
8peteaber 21, 1964 




