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September 20, 1264

Dear JoAnn,

Thank you so much for the wonderful plctures that you sent
us« They are going tc be a tremendous help for us in our proposed
program: We have made a bulletiln board on Mississippl and with your
plectures and the tape recordingsthat we hope that you'll be able to
male, we lntend to send thls program Iintc as many clubs and echurch
groups as possibles, so that they can find cut about what's golng on
in wlsslssippl. Jur- Newman and Mr- Wilaon have also sald that they
would go along with this program and sing Freedom Songs, so I think

‘that we are going to have a progra~ that will be very worthwhile

and appealling to many groups-

We have sent to New York to get the tapes for you and we will
send them on to you as soon as we receive them- We sent for the
tapes because we can get them cheaper in New York. so please bear
with us for a little bit-

We had a trial run of our program Friday night when we had
a "Freedom Party" at our house- Ffeally, 1t started out as just a
social occasidn so that people from Knox could get te know pecple
from the Research Hosplital better, as well as people from the N-A+A+C.P.,
but we didn't see any reason why we couldn't collect some monay for
Mississippl at the same time, 3o that's what we did- We posted all
of the pietures and the poster (I think that poster 1z just great;
I have Bt hanging in my kitchen when it's not ocut for programa) and
people were very exclted at being able to see how thework was prograssing:
I don't know who took those pletures and processgsed them, but they
are almply wonderful; please thank him or her for us- We didn't
colleet much money, but 1t was a astart--after all, these were mostly
the same people that we have beein hitting for contributions in the
past- We also have collected boxes and boxes of elothing and will
be sending it down to you soon; we Iintend to wait until we have enough
to send it by truck--it's evidently cheaper that way- Alsos, there
is talk of a drive for canned goods- We iIntend to split these items
between you and Brian, since there seems to be a good deal of confuslien
gbout all of this COFO business- We feel assured of you and Brian
and know that you will know how.to malks best use of theae items-

The Galesburg Branch of the N«A+A+C+P- 1s pretty stirred up
about Mississippl because Mrs+ Allison, president of the Jackson,
sississippl Branch of the N-.A+A.C+.P. was here a week agoe Frilday night
totell us about 1ife in mississippi+ AL the end of her apesch, the
aud ience stood without prompting to applaud this frall, tired 1little
woman who was endowed wlth so much courage: We had no advante publiclty
on Mprs- Alllson, as she sald that she had walled us her cnly plcture
and her blography. bnt they had somehow become mysteriously lost iIn
the mails- This alarmed all of us, coupled wlth your last statement
about how were beginning to distrust the local officlals there in
Canton: We have regelved everything that you sald you were malling
us, but we warked to check with you and see 1f you are the one who
uses 3cotch Tape to seal your letters; I imagine that we are becoming
overly cautlous, but we are now becomlng susplcious of officlaldom
in Mississippl too-

the wa hHushand sald to tellyou that he is writing to
Syd Finigg to aeeyifmgour N«A-A+C-P+ membership is atill good for your

Jall bond- Mrs- Alllson dldn't mention any unhappiness with Charles



Evers, but I dldn't get to talk to her afterwards to ask her thils
question-

I am enclosing some coples of a newsletter that the chapter
printed- Thls 1s about as close as we came to having the letters
from the children which you forwarded wus, printed. We gave tThem
to the reporter from the Galesburg Register-Mall and he kept them

for a month, but never printed one of them+ The Galesburg Post

d1d inelude one of the lettera that we printed in 8 newsletter-
The N-A+«A«C+P+« has printed a falrly good, cheap pamphlet on

Negro history: The chapter has ordered some ©f them: but as yet,

we haven't recelved them. A3 zoon as we dos, we will forward one of

them on to you and 1f you think that they will be useful in your

worlk: perhaps we can work ocut some arrangemant whereby we can send

more of them to you- They eost about 75¢, so this is prettiy
nominal -

I have just one =more week of leisure before school starts
agaln for me- I pre-registered last spring, so at Jeaat 1 don't
have to worry about that part of 1t--I just have to part with
my hard-earnad money, or I should say, ™y poor husband's- My llttle
daughter asks me from time to time if I am ever geing to finish school
I am encouraged, though--this 1s the last year that I wlll have to go
part-time; I hope to be able to go full-time starting next year and
then I will just have about two years to go, I hope. CF course.,
all of that is dependent on my belng able tc obtain one of those
dear old Federal loans: as I just can't make full-time Knox tultion
on my own- I will take that silily old mathematlecs .course for
people who haven't had anytHng other than high school geometry
and more German: The German I will enjoy., but I am rether dreading
the mathematlecs-

We have really been up to our necks 1n partles areund thils
house+ Besldes the afore-mentioned Freedom Party, we alsc had two
blrthday partles for our two children who were born on September 12th
and September 15th, respectively: Last year I had sort of a party
for both of them together, but this year, such a party won't work.

50 we had to have two separate pattles- Really, the seven-year-olds
were pretty well-behaved» but what chacs we had when Chrds and his
three-year-olds had thelr party: BReally, I don't think that I ecan
stand to have another party--I am just not cut out bo be another
Pearl Mesta-

The Chicago Dally News and the St- Louls Post-Dispatch have
been full of a story about a Heffner family from MeCowb, Misslsslppi--
a white family who were driven out of town because they befriended
some Bivil Rights workers: I guess that they weally weren't too
enthused about integration, but thens on the other hand, they didn't
want to aee people getting killed either, so they tried to work out
some sort of llason between the Civil Rights workers and the town
and that was the beginning of the end:+-+some of the things that
happen In that state sound like something straight out of the Twilight
Zonet

Well, I guess that's about all of the news from here- We
will be sending more money and clothing to you as it comes in. Keep
up the good work--our thoughts are with you all of the time-
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