September 12, 196}

lorma Fecksr and Sandre Adickes

Pi. ‘iow was your summer. ©“orry I didn't see you before you left.
I've becen mesning to write to vyou for some time to outline another
plan for the UFT, but I've been slow to do it, If you think thls
is feasible, rlease reply.

We're faced stetowide with school boyecotts. 7The 1dea has cau ht on
like wildfipe wi th the Fresdom Sc ool students. <urthermore, the
lawyers are planninzg more school desecregation suits in more school
districta. [letween all these pressures it seems likely thet at leest
one school district will close down rather then dese regate. And
at least some of the atudents will feel that a one-day school boy=-
cott 1s not enovugh, and launch a protracted boyecbbt. If either of
thease situations sho 14 oeccur, we feel that the Freedom School pro-
gram should try to meet it in as responalble and comprehenaive a
fas ion as we possibly can., This means that if th scho.ls should
close for whatever reason, the Freedom ichools s ould try to provide
parallel ed eation for the duration, We alrepady tried this in Shaw
when they closed the schools for a few daya. I think that with
adeq.ate mweparation we could probably meet this challange (provided
it @id not happen sll over the state of course)., This is my plan:

Could you, still working with the UFT Humean Rights Committee, orgari:ze
standpy teschers? I'm s.re that we could rally churches, homes, etc.
in a community for extra Frecdom Schools, eand we could et money from
outside to support the emerg ney Freedom Schoola, but teachers do not
seem to emurge from air, even in orises., At least noh enough of them.
If, however, we ro:ld have toachers outside the state who were committed
to come for an emergenevy period (a few days to possi'ly month:), we
could plan definitely on Preedom School education to bridge the gap.
Naturally, we could make more specific plans when we saw a dangerous
aituation trewing. bLut we wo 1d need to co nt on teachers who could
augment the reg k r Freedom “c ool staff. I'm s re that there are
teachers like the UFT teachers who came during t'e summer who are

not teaechings Do you think you could find teachers who are retired,
or substitute teachers, or even striking teachers who would go to
Missiseippl Aif they were necded? As of now it seems that the Luake
County schools will nt close \the parents were intimidated from even
trying to send their children to the white schools), but we will not
know what the school bosrd plans for the Shaw sehool until it reopens
in Vetober, If the administration tries to nunish the students who
led the wildcat BANEXEE boycott In /ugust, the students are already
conmitted to walk oute That remains our only sore spot right now.
The statewlde one=day boycott wlll probably come in November or early
Degember, There may be extreme reaction to thet in spme places.
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Flease excuse the nndnrini thoughtsj 1I'm just writin: down thls
stuflf as it comes to me, f vou would like a better-written
requeat [from elther Liz or me, 'o present formally, Jjust ask
and we'll send somethin, better. 4 hope you xet the idesz, thoigh.

The second thing is thist I've been reading about the stulf tie
American ¥adorstion of Teachers did at its summer conventionee=
election of Megro officials, esnceclally gkon the Human Hights ar
whatever commlttee, and resolutlons recommendlng thatl teschers
involve themselves with the ecivil rights movement. Could you
help us get some good contacts w#it: that groun, so that we could
possibly develop & relationship something like what we have with
the TFT? Ve wo:ld 1like to have gll theteachers rolling:. Same
with tho NFA if possible, but I'm not planning to hold my breath
untlil that dar come s,

Things are rll tore up right now, but L hope they'll shape up by
Octobers Ineldontally, Dick Jowett says thut the fall recrulgment
by CUF% is not catching mne-applications are very sparse. #eo ro
D<SPTRAT for longesterm community center and readom scliool w orkers
es well and the emergeney squads. Tell all your friedds who could
come for o minigum of 2 months, Flease, Thanks.

igurs truly

~0is Chafrloee



