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By Rav- Jack Riford

Mueomb on the surfama seems to be a typical Amnrxa@ﬁ small town. There
areg attractive schools, shops, and homes. Lovely church bulldings are

saen everywiave. The pesople 190k wofl @ressed and cducated. The chil-
dren are happy and friendly. McCoob with its Trec-iined streats, hios-
soming flowers, tall church splies ig a city of terror.

Night afte: n;ght*ghrmugh the summer comes the dyead sound of an exple-
sion, the shot of a rifle, the scrcams of fedr - then pain. ‘The cross

of Christ is continually visible after darz in the form of burning cpossel
on front lawns of homss &rd hh&fﬁh&Sv .

Law, 3ust1¢e, Chrastianicy became 2 mockery and cruel bitter jose T2 the

three thousand negroes in the town of ten thousand. For their homes, e
businesses, their chiurches are being bombed, burned, and shot at. Their
wives, daughters, hushands, and scns are being attacked beaten, and

&nlged. The fiery oross is being burned on thelr Lhum‘h and hame Front

Yal'dS»

Tre pka&a&nﬁ well dressed, @@ﬁy&h guing whice men of this towr are

merely dcxng what the white man loows on as his vight tliwoughout aﬁa

deep South. Fved A. Ross, chairman of the State Welfare Board, cantin-
ually shows hiis 'sind of hitman compassion antd uﬁéaratan&ing 6 thase gentlu,
" dntelligent negross that we came to know so well in our stay thiere b/
publicly calling them "“jungle savages, and jungle filth.”

Sq louis Allen, asgro, is shot to desth in fromt of his home. The negre
Sunset Cafe is burnwed te ths ground. C.C. Bpyant's barber shop is
bombed, Mrs. Jacsson 4s abducted from her heme, dragged with a rope
around her neck intou whe woods, is stripped, buaten and left for dead
by two ecar loads of w&xte wen,

So Wixber Lewis, negro m@uh&nig is abducted at gun point and bauly
rwhipped with a leather strap. Freddie Bates' home is bambed. Curtis
Bryant ‘s hame is hombed. Corrine Andrew's home is bombed. Cofo head-
quarcers 1s bomved. Zion Hill Free Baptist Church burned to tfié gramnd.
Net McGehee home hit with a serosene fire bomb. Uugh Washingtoun home
boambed. Booker T. Guztér home bumbed. Chisholm Mission Church bombed.
Rev. Jimes Baker home bombed. Mers. Alyene Quinn home bombed. Sceiety
‘H1ll Church bombed. The list ef beatings, shootings, hurnings, and b@mnm
“1nga cuuld be amm&nﬂad far\@&ymnﬁ mhase few gx@mp&@s.

The ﬁtat& reality of thia taﬁwmx had an unreaJ quality «bour it ﬁaﬁsng
pur first few gays in Scutliorn Mississippi. BUr it soon became real
after speaking to several seuchern white men, After seeing the shattered
remains of 2 bombad negro Wome and ghurch, sfter Jiearing the freedom
songs and listening ba the numirous eﬁpaw&emé&& of warm, intelligent,
Rniecly ﬁﬁ&#&g&@ﬁg negra gansaaa
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The right to vote, you see, is basic to rhe Whole situation. Just the
right to exercise the most basic freedom guarantead by tie Constitution
and Bill of Rights.

The day we arrived in Jacison, Mississippi, to see the COFO Center there
befgre going on to Hattiesburg and McComb, the pLlletin board announced
rhat in the past two days 32 people had been arrested in merely attempting
to vati. When we spoxe with those who were arrested later in McComb we
lesrned that for merely walking across the tourthouse parking lot to at-
tempt to ragister to vote, they were arcrested for “trespassing.” When
asited how can one be arprested for such a thing on public property they
were then chaprged with resisting arrest. dmong those arrested were COFO
worikers, ministers, and McComb negroes.

COFO 1s Coungil of Federated Organizations, formed by the coopesative
groups of SNCC (Student Non-vioclent Coordinating Committee), CORE (Con-
gress on Racial Bouality), SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference),
and NAACP (National Association for the Adyancement of Colored People).
The ministers were there as part of the Ministers Project of the Division
of Home Missions, Natienal Council of Churches Delra Ministry. It was

a8 part of the latter that tlwee of us had taken our vacation time to
volunteer our services in this projact. I am Jack Alford, Southwast Fisld
Representative of the Division of Home Missions of the National Council.
Gena McCornacik, associate Conference Minister of the United Church of
Christ, and Con Pyle, Pastor of the United Church in Green Mountain Falls,
made up thz group of "three musketeers” thac soon learned the seriousness,
danger; <and shociing injustice of Scuthern Mississippi the week before
and after the national elections. ‘

COFQ staff members are young college age youtl, for the most part and nome
from all over the U.8. as well as members from Canada, England, and Ger-
many. They put their lives on the line to do this work and receive only
five ®o ten dollars a week for tieir constant work. They and the volun-
teers like us live in “"Ereedom house" centers, often sle.ping on the tloor
in sleeping bags, with the very minimal in cresture romforts. We all
stand guard duty in the McComb tenter, especiglly since it was bombed one
morning past at 3345 a.m. I must admit to feeling somewhat gimilar to

the time I stood guard in Karea years ago. Then at 3:30 I saw a white

man go by in a var and T began to imagine all sorts of things about to
ooour with every rustle of the bushes or the bar.uing of the dogs until my
watoll Was up at 5:00 a.m. One soon understands why staff carz are equippe
Wit two-way radioz. '

Spme would say thar these courageous yauth loph jike Beatniks, Perhaps 4
few of them do - bur thany God they are here and are taking a stand that
few gther American yput) care to tais, We nesd a million more of them.
COFD 3= opun by very capable negro leaders, and the ministers' project by
hoth white and négoe teaders of exceptional caliber and simdlar courage,
Ir is actually much safer for these wolkers Ep Lkive in the negro community
but in Hattiesburg R.ov. Bob Beewh, his expectant wife and two childven
live din thie white community. Hob has beon jailed a couple of times,
stoudi by loesl whites, and has had the burrdng cross routine on his front
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lawn. But he still Mopes to be & “bridge" to the twe commonities. Rs
Ministers’ Project Director there for the National Council, he iives in
continual danger, but hils eyes sparile with joy in the discussions about
the work thers. When we saw the day care centers, the group me Tings,
the freedom schiools, the close relationship with staif and the negro come-
munity, we well understood his ook of joy and the reason for such sacri-
Ficial effort of staff in Hatydissburg and McComb.

The first interview was 2 frophetic indication of things ta Come in our
Learning experiences in tie deep South. We pulled up to an attractive,
fine cliureh buflding. Our job made some 'Dridging” contacts with white
leaders of the communicy in Hittiesburg. The Pastor we met right away.
The cordial smile pn his face on greeting us soon faded as we introduced

ourselves as being parc of the Ministers’ Project working with COFQ. Gene
wag fmmpdiacely turned to as the object of tlis southern white Pastor's
artagi.  fWhar kind of minister are you to wasta your time away from vour
own epea meddling in orlers' affairs?" ke asked. “How many people have

;uu saved today? How sany oid you save yestapday? The day before?" he

“Mhat s the job of rhe church, £o save souls, not =tir up trouble, Do
you wnow Af you ave saved?" he pressed. Gene replied with wondering what
was meant b such & rerm, and that he wasn't sure. “Well - I KNOW T AM
BAVED," ha snapped. "What :ind of minister are you if you aven't sure of
‘:ita;t?ﬁ“m demanded, then immedistely continwed with a flow of Bikle texcs
ssed like oludgeons to best us inta silence, We listenea guierly, almeost
stunnad b, the stream of quotations.

A layman came in and the Pastor immediately grabbed him and asced him fo
tell us what he thought our outside meddling wss doing to the communify.
Without waiting for much answar or agreement with what be was saying, the
Pastor stared riat everything was just Tine in tha South before ail the
outsiders tame in. "Why, if you all had stayed away everything would have
besn integrated in five years or liss - sclopls, housing, churches - everv-
MM“ Now ft'11i taxe us at least 50 years to undo the éama\ge you have
A i Ao S e it =

"Head your Bihle; Jasus never went arcund causing troublic. It must be
nice tm have time to meddle in others' affairs.' he ranted on. When we
explaingd thet we were here on our vacatipn time - he flow at us wich,

fyhen LTM on MY yacation I preach the Gospelf™

i%m‘m‘ T Wﬂ%w do anyching buts help 'pfgagiﬂ haw tlielr =ights as civi-
zens, ! we exploined. ;
‘ y QiﬁWmmgggxy 1o & Was im;aengﬁm agd, "the scene befors
icdon of the mob didn't erackly sndicate that Jesus never

roblams- Isa't it too bad tlat Jesus wes driven by & mob from
‘town, and thav Peter and Paul scemed always to create mob prob-

) speaiing ia love? oo bad mbout that stoning of Stephen, too -
it? These men should have been more careful and stayed in thelr own
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towns, shouldn't they?"

"Well, we ave busy - we have more important things to do than stand here
talking," barked the Pastor, showing us out the door. The layman then
sdded, "I'm sure you will realize that it would have been better i you
hadn't come down hére - good day." We left and among oursaslves admitted
that the Pastors around here seem to be great on Bible tewxt but lousy on
pontext .

We then intesiwiewed some handsome young men at Southern Mississippi Univer-
sity. I won't go into detail - suffice it £o say that my conversation with
an ex-G.1. middler student ended with his saying, "Well, I'll tell you, sir,
if I was ever near a group that was doing non-violent, silent demenstration
and you or anyone else was there I'd demand that the police shaob to Kill,
and if I had & gun at the time I'd kill you myself."

Let me now insert s recent articls of the "Living Church."

The Prosecutor, examining prospective jurors, asked ong prospect:
"Do you think it is a crime for a white man vo kill & nigger in
Mississippi?” The man was silent for a moment. The judge asied
the prosecutor: "What was his answer?" "Nothing," was the reply.
"He's thinking it over."

Ve don't know whether the man is still thinking it over. We do
anow that it took four days te Eind 12 citizens of Mississippi who
agreé that it is & crime for a white mao vo %xill a Negro.

Hothing impressed us as much as the warmth and hospitality stown us by the
negro community. Both in Hattriesburg and in McComb we lived in the heart
of the negro community. We visited hundreds of negro families in their
homes. Almost without exception these fine pegple exhibited a weicome and
on pavting ofcen said to us, "Than: God you have come hera. We hope you
won't leave. We need your help and support. It means so much to us to
«now that you left your safety and comfort to be with us in this place., Cod
bless you alt." ke

What veally chewed me up was that everytiing we did in such @ perverted oli-
mate of white feelings inm the south was literally putting our negro friends'
lives, jobs, and homes on the line. AlL we had to face in mosr probabilicy
was jail or beating - then we went home. But thase neqro pacple by aven
welcoming us into their homes could and had in past months lost iives, jobs,
homes, and churches. To say nothing of the threatening phone calls in the
night, the burning crosses, the thinly veillad and outright threats. Even
present job practices ars appallingly bad. One pleasant little negro lady
At g church meeting told me that she worked for a local white famlly, K did
ali theier cooking, cleaning, and toox care of the children six days a wees
and for this received = total weexly pay of eight dollars!

But they welcomed us. Thaey agreed to hold community meetings in their
homes tc discuss voting requirements, ta hear 3 COFO lawyer tell thewm of
their legal rights and support that COFQ would try to give them. Fear
showed in the home that had a gun in every corner, in a church meeting where
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Gutside s negro in & mifer's lamp hat pacrolled che grounds wich s rifls.

Just trying to registér gets your name posted for two weehs in the paper
and a resultant job luss and threats then ensue. No help is given the
person of negro background, and most £3il to qualify For the most minor
énd improbable reasons, Long queéstions are asked, large paragraphs of
state Constitution have to be conied and eaplained by the person wishing
the pight vo vote. Every obstacle possible is put in the path of the negro
wishing to vote. COFO tries to offset this by classes and training sessions
but for tie mpst part this is Fruitiess. - ~

S0 freadom voting is held by COFO. While these votas do not count legally
in an elsceion - it provides proof of how many neagroes would vote 4f given
the change as well as how they would vote. But even in this open, free,
nofi-counting elect:on negrees ave harrassed and threstened by the whites 1f
they ara caught going to a fresdom vote place. i

Much of our work in Hatrtaasburg and MoComb was o help get out the fresdom
vore, fo get tham to artend meetings 4t homes and churches, to distribute
leaflets informing them of these meetings and voting places. For this kind
of setivity a new Mississippl law was made palling such work "Crimdnal Syne
dicalism" and any of us vould be arvrested, and many had been in the past.
Vihile COFQO workers and ministers were given time in jail the bombers of
several homas were caught, given a brief taliing vo by the jndge, given sus-
perded sencences, and released. While che avesage age of these whike men
was 35 - the Judge gave lanient sentences basause, as he put irt, "They were
JUSE young man starting sut in Life." : : e
While all this seems incradible €6 us even now, heving sxperienced it and
talied with che pecple involved, we wnow it to be the reality of the deep
South. We also know that a more subtle form of such White harrassment and
prejudice exists right here where we live. 1 stronyl z urge lozal mirmdistara
and laymen to plan through your denominational channels to be part of the
Daita Ministry projects of the Hational Council of Churches, Division of
Home Missions. These southern negroes need help in vealizing their humar
rights now. Take your wacation in the South and help these freedom wenters,
Ger support of your local Church to back you in cdse of arrest, fine and
bail. . ;

Wien you veturn yﬁsu Will see with new eyes rhe conditlons of prejudice and
injustice in your oWn back and front yard.

The workers for COFO ard the NCC who live year pourd in this climate of
hare, feap, and threat deserve our praise and our avtive support. "Without
them,” the pagra there will soon tell you, "the whire man's boot will be
on our neck for apother 100 yearz." S
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Much put en giva=n recentl/ <o wm&w&m ﬁes&gwgammi @A‘s
McComb. es some of us a5 amveing, since as white vorsers we Tieve:
had any problems in getting our meals regularly in negro restaurants. Onos
again tids tends to be just a token aaitmﬁ ta "‘}m the re.ru p‘*ﬁkmg which
is dunial of E’ha r«xght to vote,” o

*?“z:t: isa ganEral cons nsus of opinion mr& those of us who mwe mrfmrﬂ e
rm%%%iggi that the FBI has been %Wangwé.y inadequate both in numbers and
procedures in mimmmwg,, burnings, tillings, and other crimes that

re continually gccurring in the deep Seuth, I must admit parsosal feelisgs
of grave mmw about the mle of ‘the ?’31’ tiﬁ the mm at this time."

2V . pr:k u. LI&M &;& Fialﬁ Wm&pﬁmivg for t:?mz Divizion of ﬂoms Nissia
- the Nation ou . of Churches. His respopsiblliities include cogpera-
- tive g a fi@m gm;iam:& 14 a 3-stata ared that inciudes Utah, Wyo-
‘miﬁg, Wﬁ% Nebrasika and New Mexico. In ¢his are: he represents missio.
mmwm An gmm: &éumgi Miaﬁ and Spanisli-spaaking ministries, lefsure
recrea ies as Sﬁax& as msmi:'rw‘?m n‘;vfm} and rural areas of
,ﬂwﬁsﬁm wi‘mésa. wiligni

"i‘ﬁﬁ fﬂnmins' information is tdien from the November, 1964 issue of "Sosisl

ﬁm a of Faces

"731? T2 >;<-mwas constinite mughxy 42% of the r.atal 2,173,000 population.
was 4, g&’ﬁ ir 1361: among

chance that a Neeqawa bahy msy diz within th I':«fii;'ﬁ% yoar af 1if e is at
bm Wim fzhm; of a whire baby. ‘
: fmmad almost tlie sama &Waen 1560 angd 15460. There
sase in the ﬁfhita y@;&ulatgmp a ner sdecredsz in the non-

@s is t:ha large dat...'[‘@c_St

m co 7 age of cml.y six yww of
‘ ‘P%:ig a\g« fi;m jaat’s &ma mm l:he average for

oyed in the Btate, more than &
et third in m:: service
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industries, Although Negroes rise almost 40X of the total em-
ployed labor force, only about 4.% are employed in manufacturing and
even less than that in construction.

Negroes in 1960 had an average annual income of 8606, only 29% of the aver-
age income of $2,023 ameng whites.

The average income of urban Negroes in 1960 was 33% of the average among
whites, a decline from 3.% in 1950.

There were 207,611 housing units for Negroes in 1960. Of these 30.1% were
owner-occupied and 61.9% were rénter-occupied. Of the 207,611 units
only ene third can be classified as in sound condition; the other two
thirds have been described as deteriorating or dilapidated. Of the
homes in the rural areas, over 75% are without any piped water at all,
and over 90% had no flush toilets, no bathtub, and no shower,

In 9 counties not @& single Negro was registered to vote in July 19635 in
26 other counties less than 1% of tha Negro population over 21 years

- of age was reglstered to vote.

In the course of the summer in the "closed society” 3 workers were murdered,
4 others were shot and wounded, 35 were beaten and injured, 250 were
grrested; while 15 churches were burned and destyoyed, 17 others were
pertially destroyed, and 10 automobiles used by project personnel
were damaged or destroyad. There was constant Threat of vialence and
death in everytling that was attempted.

These facts are from the U.8. Bureau of the Census,
the State Board of Health, the CONGRESSIONAL WEEKLY, (July 5,
1963), and the Racial Justice Now Report on the Mississippi
Summer Project.

Some 475 volunteers went through the NCC Swwrer Project school at Oxford.
In addition, 125 people were trained at LeMoyne College; in Memphis, and
about 140 others received orientation at Tougaloo College, outside the
state capital at Jachkson. Forty-Iive teachers had a special session at
Was! on's First Congregational Church. In all, at least 000 recruits
took "basic" for Mississippi.

Worlk went ahead, meanwhile, on developing a ministry to the volunteers.
Denominational staffs cooperated in the recruiting which was intensifled
after the tragic news of June 21.

Scme 250 churchmen - minisvers, rabbis, adult laymen - serving one- to two-
veek stints, worked at NCC voter registration projects, in Hattiesburg,
McComb and Canton. Another such project was stavted at Batesville in August
thanks in great measure to the support of a strong Federal court order.

Sixty-one minisvers and rabbis served 2s minister-counselors - chaplains
who sepved both as adult strength and moral prasence. All served from two
to four weess, and some stayed in Mississippl the entire summeyr.

Their work varied, and each made himgelf useful in whatever way was most
meaningful. Different men found themselves at different times as chauffeurs



kwﬁghers eannaalumx, eﬁiatéra* ammfnrt;ng ghaﬁmdarsf n@gutiatnrs with the
‘white ﬁwmmnniti&ﬁg pick and shovel wielders, pally participants - the gamut
~ of the work in the trem@m& They faced sbuse of 2 perssiml mm*e -
wverbal and plysical.
It was brave and dir .f\f‘"gWA in which they shared, but they szayadﬁ se- g
nearly every major crisis tiat erupred on eny of the 27 pwujacesldnxﬁng*rhe
 summer, 8 representative of the church was there, either actively involved
‘,,%imsgaﬁgwﬁ‘%%ﬁw“sﬁnina 0 summon ﬁﬂﬁ&tiﬂaak we&nnrnea - legel and otherwise -
~ from the NCC offices in Jackson.

»re specifically assigned :o»%arn?‘ﬁm the ministries of lis-

g, and reconciling in the \#ﬁ:e ammﬂirias. Greenville and
plmea whera sueh lines of commu

Lcation have been opencd.




