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Lrout nosn on Tuesday, August L, we called t e Chief of Police
in Cle
in Cleveland and told him we were going to dlstru-ute leaflets de-
leafleting

0

spite the fact that we had previously heen denied g/verait, Twelve
of ug, five sumnmer volunteers and seven loeal ig: school students,
then went to the ecourthonse, hroke into three grouns a.d started
distributing tie material which urged people to reglster with the
Missigsipni Freedom Democratic Party. In each case tie police wWere
very methedlcal in making the arrests, They waited until each one
ofus actually handed a leaflet to someone and tien arrested him,
reotting the® name of the person to whom we had anded the leaflet

so they could he witnesses agalnst us.

I was in the thrid group and, hefore Wwe were arrested Wwe were
a'le to and out quite a few of the pamphlets because the police
were bhusy carting the o¥hers off to the station. Finally, two
officers drove mp past us and stovned in an emnty rnarking snaoce
about t@ feet down the street, Tiey got oubt and stood, jJust wabeiring
ug, We walked vast fhem and met two egro ladies to W.om e gave
leaflets, I heard a "Hey, Boy," and knew it was meant mm for ne,
hut I wxm went on hecause t.at phrase is a derogatory one used in
the South to Hegro men, e tien yelled, "iHey, you in the Tlue
shirt," 2nd I turned around, "Yoube under arrest,” he said,""for
distributing litersture without a ~ermit."

e motioned us into thenolice car and we were Jdriven to the
station where we found the other vaiting., T o desk sergent then
hocked ug a d we were tien told to go urstairs to our cells.
Stokley Carmicho&l, whe 1s tie COFO nroject director for the Seecnd
Congressional District and who had only " een watehing, not handing

out leaflets, asled Sheriflf lanvns the charge on Wwhich ¢ was being
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neld, "Capns just growled, "Get on up there." Hvidently the police
Inmcew who & was and kER arrested nim just to hsrass civil rights
activity,

We were sepgregated according to color and sex and tion put into
celis, As the jailer opendd tie first cell for the Tegro girls
we “egan singing a Freedom Song, and we kept on singing despite

the threats of the Deputy Sheriff that he was going to xkw slap

ug with anothef ¢ arge (disturbing his peace?). While we were
valting for the jailer to opem our cell, a young man in an adjoining
cell yelled, "Put 'em in here. I wanna beat the out of tem,"
e had heard of a number ¢ storles in which w: ite »riscners had
beaten whlte civil rig ts workers, but the jailer fortunctely put

up into an eunty six-nan cell,

Commeared to saune of the lMississipnil jalls we lave eard of
ours was tiie Statler-Hilton., We had clean matiresses, clean
canvas sheet, a shower, sink, toilet, teble and " enches, The only
thing wrong with it was tihe door whicn seened to rafifle thie various
jailers and officers who came to get us ocut for cone reason or gnother,
e finslly had to show them how to open 1t,

When the door closed we ® immedistely tock out & deciz of cards
and hegan playing three~handed bridge. We md been told atb
orientation th.at sawetimes the police éo not take noszessions sway
and tiat cards and naperback books were inveluable in Jail and
good things to carry w en one exnescted arrest, e gans was broken

wp by the jailer who told us Wwe had to go down to get fingernrinted
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photographed., The pliotos wers candids; we did not aave to mose

with nawrers hanging from our necks, Dt bt Tiagerprint. were on



standard F3I cards. As we wore leaving Sheriff Canns asked me
"Well, Wallace, are you haspy ncwW that you'lve b reced thaise® I
wanted to say "I won't be Lappy, Capns, until ihere'!s a black

man wearing that hadge of yours," but thoug t it wnight be safer
just to keep my mouth shut, Mississivpl county sheriifs are
extremely poweriul and wealthy menj not only are they the chiel
ilaw eniorceuent cfficers In sach county, they are alsc ths county
tax collectors and get naid on a commnission Lasis, Liquor, for
instance, i3 lillepsl in Missigsipnd btut itts sold opeonly in the
the stores and the sheriff makes and collects thetaxes on it,
Consequently, in the few stores owned by Hegros, beer, for instance

costs 2.0 a six-pack, and even white store owners have to
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charge .1,80s Some of the o unty sheriffs make over (100,00
a year,

Fgelr in the cell we resumed tie bridge game. Aveut 8 Pil
we vere gebtblng ratierhungry when tie Jailer caze by a:d teold us
the FBI wanted to x Zxxk talk with us, We couldnti iave cored
less abcut them ot the noment, and asiked tne jaller sboul su mel,
e sald it had been served while we were teing fiugerorinted, but,
1T we had te nmoney, he would order us soue haubergers Ifrom =
cafe, We ordered and then one of:y cellmates went to talk with
the FBI, An hour later, aftor we had esten, wuy ct er celimate
hag his interview,

Wen o came ack ne sald they wonld see wne in t e noring,
which wesfortunabe hecauvse 'y thottinme the teat and lacly of
circulation in the cell (there was an open wi ndow but no hreeze

or fan) Lxad 2gun to wear on ua, so we tried to gc to sleep.



put it was literally too hiot to sleen, The last time I looked
at ny wateh it was 2 A and we had shut the iight off at 16,
Once, when I sat up, sweabt poure’ off my face in a steady streanm.
Afver walking up constanfly during tke nig . t, we Lfinally got up
about 6 All, Treakfast was served at 7 by a Vegro walter in
“lack and white strined nants. It consisted ofa eold fried egs,
thres Tiscults, a niece of fried hologna, and a cup of extremely
strong coffee, We cte it all thoug:, assuming we would not eat

apein untll fouvr in the afternoon,
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After hreskfast we were still =mo hiot and tired all we cono
do was to Bo backto eds One of ny cellmatzs tried the shower
and e reported kxx through varicus yelps that it was refrceshingly
celd. I wasjust aboubt to take vne toc when the H iler came ¥y and

eld the WBI wanted to see me, I golt dressed and wnet down to see
tiiem,

I coopernted fuily and answered all thelr guestions, most of
wihlc” lad nothlng to do with our arrvests. They scemed much more
concerned with wy motives for coming to Mississlpnil and my political
beliofse, Just as the questioning was euding, the Cleveland city
attorney came in and told we thaet they lad finished thelr iuvestirabic
and had docided to rolease us, 1 asked i1f e meont gll of us
becaure we surrer volunteers hiad agreed'not te use our nerscnal
bail money until enouz: hed “een ralsed to relesse gll thelocal
kids who iad " een arrested with us, ile assured ne tliat we were
all Telns released.

I left and found t o others outside, e :ad to wait for another

W 1f hour while the #¥BI talked wit. & voluntesr about an cfficer
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