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The experience of being an integral part of the Mississippl commnity
1 #n invalusble experience For snyone living in s "normal' American
Communitys Coming to Missisaippl by bus made it possible to adjust
'praduslly' to 2 police state, At lobils Alabeme the segregation
was sbsolute. It grew 1 dntensiby 2e we went on to Mississalppi.

| Bowever Ghe sxperience of 1iving within the Negro gommunity hsas
| convinced me that while Mississippi is a police atate it is not
| negessarily the Negro who is in Jail. ¥rom oo many of the leaders
. I basrd the same refrain,"They want me to leave, I wont." Where
I gome Crom orisonsrs srsn't urgeé to lsave thelir jall, I have
| 1esrm ®d to distinguidh between people fighiing for thelr ights end
men who hsve &n inner sense of freedom.

Throughout the wesk as we went about esidng people to pome in Por
& den examination, or when speaking to youngeters meeting out
pof doore st the sizght of thelr burnt cur church, the conclusion

. wes the same., Freedom is & matter of the spirit , If 1 came %o

. help set men free, X was w:-o_ng. Those whom I met, and naturel 1y they
are a selact group,oroved that theylnow what they are striving Tor,

| T8 =en and wmen in unday school olass seated near thelr new
vbuilding overlooking the sight of thelr destroyed commmity senter
had carefully chosen as their text Ciblical raf%rencea tha t wonld
ggdme%g na ggr mgéd 5 oy wars opnoerne% thagor 1;03} atmeaae. -
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|ca§ IZ they burn thils one down w1l wl uild mother,” THare was
no ﬁing co ghout these free wen, but they underetood that thay
had somethinz whlech those who hated had not. They did not fesl hate

R’é&i%‘?a%i gongern for, the day when all the pepplée orf thils state would

Farhaps o norﬁﬁnity to be pressnt throu t the trial in Jeckson
) thghshagioe opartment souzht te restrain the r%gistgar of

dlson and the State of Missisaippl waes & highTight, Hére I could
see éustice weerlng blind{blds, yet I could also sense that what
was Tallng :place was & step forward, The witneszes who sappesrsd told
of thelir experlences, their attempis to baocme voters, tryins over and
over again, With the defendenta being reduced to the sbsurdity of being
annoyed that so many of the rewponses comosrning good ¢itigzenship has
bsen the same since COHE came on the secene, Instead of heing grateful
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that thelr giti 2us BTe éhgting some lnow
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The desire of the v ouns ?gfartmnt ol iruatlae";t;-i-vim s0 Bard Tor &

convietion makes me hopeful that with freedom will alss some rights ,

I do believe that the opporbtunity t ‘

s Toelina ot insnd Wi th bhe. pli% "ﬁ&ﬁ?‘ia? %mﬁgﬁ‘ %151 Raep
me alose to those wgo stay be . afore ogme d any doube
about the wisdom ?f Jroun pno?h who are giving a year to the service
of the peopls of Mississippl I now undersgenﬂ not only what thelr =id

oan,do put also what it is the: are from thelr
shlp v th netives who asre gradually ngini'ﬁgmg, local {gzgggﬁghtlm
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ggpzz-”‘ssnca reaffirms in the hearts of -00d peeals that they need not

It 1= diffficult %o make recommendeticns. I ha'e oome st & time when the

Preedom Schools were olos!pg, and many of the youns peonls
T hope that the %older Folldwall contime POk e he ’{“‘g'
cL.thelr youth,Voter registration eon 11:'}111539 t.% Ea em%n ‘&""@3 ﬁ'bwgk e.r‘utt.n-a.




