
Dear Parnil ~ Fr i .ends, 

uan1· snurg 
· 'fiS!ds.s " ' 
AIJ,gu t 26 t 1964 

!any of you have a:sk·ed f~T ne' ~ of . e erience , is s e otllers 111 so · e of 
... nom I aven ~ heard of rn slll'l'll'ner pl..., ns wi! , l I in· e ir1t res. ed, o. write each 
a . ou indi vi luaU wou d · ax m. l _ 't er , wt:i_t in,g capacity be yon · ts limn, o 1 

· e all of y01.1 a he s,am 

ifc:h o"f 'tiL ·m have re.ad a:rul heanl Gf this 
T · c hing~ have _pened b11 _ I ih !<J 11 e o 
an l mcrre hopeful aspe<:ts ·qf :he 

er • s events h _ been grim .. 
-few o£ the l.es·s .. pubH,c:ued 

On Au.gus · ·t,. 8; and 9 a rree ~dl.oo con e>n ~ on '~as held n Jed il!n , the 
city · ou - t 0 • 0 0'0 fTcm wl · · 'lidtae Sch1 mer arncs Cluln:ey ,. amli An :re rioo.dman 

in· June _ Ci inVes · ;g, -e a chureb bumi.n .. 

long wi h seve_T-a.l ,·p her . clle.'l'"S m ~~ ~ttiei!;iburg., I tt•ended . r •Of the 
QOfl,yen: '.on, All t achet were ob ei"Vers; , J.e ee ing ·er · , _lrno - ·enrdret · b -
the s:tudents u OS~times t achers disa -ed wf h the s · _ · d ··,a "On by ,a , . .ent d 
ccc~_s-iona .a ~eaclteT · [U!d ""eel :tpp,e ed to '. . , On one suc.h oc:.cas ·on :he 
s-t te\ . d> clirect!ClT of t11e £rceedmn -choa-ls aSked :h · tr:a.cl:\ers not ·ea_ - ~ be ""as 
th~rcup;~ . sq elc~ed y a, s uden 1 ~ Lo . said o ~he ~lau.s;e o.f othe•r students .• ·that 
'tile students w lcomed e::~ent by t Chers . 45 t' ey d - t. want- to1 . ·ec ~-oCt s · .f ~em-
s lV- And SC· , . ~11 

. 'l"t'li! sc'hc~ls in each cotrfmuni.ty had sent Iiesoluti@n.s to. the convent1. iJ1 ~ I.n-
C,otnini tt ees tli r so-;tut 'ons were a~s~ sed.. :rped.li ill\ com~:Ln. , •(ninn s: J ls.:r on ~ 
na U:hllly 1C'Ii !.<rough -. i1 n s ev -al el~ga on~) .. The resolut · iDS a b te · hy the 
comm .t S· ;\'leTe p!l"esented to the c.onventi·Q1l iUld d rus.s·e-ll again. l'o:srt '~<~ere .a:s:sea· 
wi b ou. ·dla11ge i some· WeTe a lt.~e~ and arne di.s ~.ecl. 

1 :a.t;dled a± the meeting of tlie Qlllld~ 9n voting Tch dele:_ , e.:~ ew very "Tell 
-the T;Lgl' s d.eni£ld :o heir Tel;it· :ves and f -' enl\s .. ThGlT views can best be summa.rn;~-d 
by quoting · h~ NSQ1U '01\S th ~~S eel,, a~ ,ad '·ed: hy the• C011V6fl, ion SIS 2; whqle: 

a be eliminilted! 
ln.bnini.stel'Qd. ,thout 

- .t. ce oevart = 

gilaTds po -ted at ballo1 axes, du:t.in c;ountm" of vot·es" 



us The min:im.ml age for votin snoul~ r e loweNd to lS Y•e&T -

"6 We seek £cr le,gislatlOTi -r-o require the wunty registrar ~oT ·one ()f his 
deputie-r t keep the vo'tcr Teg::istTation · OO·ks ·open five days a ·week 
except du.Ting holidays, and cpcn noon houTs and rEm.'f.'ly evening so that 
the - would be ac:eessib ]e tc day 'WDTkel"s ., Registrars should be Tequired 
by· la"' to treat a 1l op le see. ·in ·to regist~e-r e{lua lly •• 

Five a es of Te·SO 1Utio·ns \ileTe rassed dealing with public .a;c::c~da-tions, 
hsudngr educat1on, health, foreign ,aff ir:s 11 fed.eral a. ,d-. J'O. di~ ·:cnmina ion. the 
plantat1on system • -civil lib rties, law en:f'cn;emem · 1 d, y maintenafi.C.e, voting, an.d 
di red. .a.ct ion Q I •11 quote some - - 't:l1 esp-e-cially st:roc . me ~ 

"\~~ ., .• demand.,, .tht~t the school ear am5ist _,of mine a~ _ tive month " fin 
some areas the Negro s ch~oo I vear .i:s nterrupted in l te spn ng so that . he 
chi ldr·en can chop cott·on and in t - late sl.IJ!lll1er o tnat t;h · · can pic: ·. it. ' 
sdlool is then in e " :ian in July anti Au "• at whjdl t:Ime "the ~r:hilclren 
l am virtualJ r nothwg] ~ '.'1Ii:at t ~ - ·l's' mqney not b;- used 'to provi~ 
private schools·-~~ . thaot all scllo-ol he ' ~egrated alld eq_u.aJ throughout t'h _ 
·Countl)'. • Q:cademic. :f:r -dam l'oT te~chrars and students • .that te.aclte-r , b able 
to join any political orean 111: et ian to · ght fw Ci viJ Righ1..s, wi thaut fe&r of 
be5ng fiT·e • • that tettche bnttali t.y e eliminated~ .All doct.ol!s should b 
pa.\d by skiU 1 not by .raceu ~aAll pat ents sbould be .addre -sed pr<.1perl.y • Ibe 
United States hould st.'Op upporting d.ictatnrs'hips ·n other ~rte ,I and 
· hould .suwon t hat government livid ·the maj urity Qf the people want~ .. that 
~.,~the fe · :-ral min1111W11 V!'age law be .e~en d to include ~1 WOTke·rs 1 especially 
agr,icultural and domestic ·Wo-rke~s· l,j ..Tlle fedel'\al pernruen1: shQ,Ud foT1ce _plan• 
tation owners to huUd and maintain 1 I r · en~rnt hm$i:ng,'" Sec:tim 'Two 10'f the 
'Fourteenth Antenl:finen ·st.wld e enl'orced,l spec ·c ~ lly in Iississi-ppi and cth :r 
Southern States, un:tiJ vote-r .regi:str-ac ·lon 'Practices aTe d:umged2 ... A ·nati!onal oaro 

mittee :s~culd be tiet Up to check police pl'"ocedure 
1
, , to' insur-e· the safety of ~pple 

in jail .. ". La , enfoii"c.emer~t officials should prO\I'ide Jil"Otection against such hate· 
Rfqv:p.s as the KKK. rol::iee .and ))Ubli _ o icials should not. be1 cmg to any grotip~. 
that encouraae orpract1.ces vielence D qo I 

Othel' t.ld.ng,&, , ent on at 'tne CtmV·entim., There We'l'& ~e,kers J 'ame- 'F·O'nn"aJ!I! sai~d, 
"YQUrt Ne,gTQes have to be.ain to decide to st~y :im • ss.iss'ippi ., fiet the ·edi.Jcation .. u. 
tiiD get, , e said, and tllen u _e _i - fo:r othfiT ~ le., He le,ft the young people ~t.h t.he 
ques.tion., 'How do e trailsl~te t"he freed ~schtml experi ce t.n· t.hose armmd us .·' 
A Philip Rand~al'pb. ,: J)MS1de'nt of the Brotherltood of Sl·e: ing Car PoTt.~s , is an 
i.mrrre sive mill!. 1 wish I ~could put btte1 words how i' is that he is im}1eressive; i •.s. 
hi whol.e hearin ~ and his ~ech" 'Fhe maill pcdnts of his t.alk ~re ·tha.t fl'eed - _ ·is 
never fP::iv-en; it ~st b wane Thou'h .a cause ma be rlJb:t ,, .i,. ·will be won only if its, 
svpporte,r.s. ha~e po'wer. The object·lVe of the· civil r~gb·ts n voluticn" is to effect' 
dist dbut:i~on of _.1-ialt·ts.l A j·OT p·roblem,,, now that the ·tivil rights act ha , been · as.sed 
atld is being jmplemerrted f i l ·to gain 'full ~oymmt ·. 

Ror ~~~ tie: mQs1. ~e:xti'l;i:ng part of the cc:rwenticn rms the ·discussion of th L re olu · 
tions and he mo:st ·movi~ part '"as- the drama pro · am. "l:n Nhi "te ~~i~a"tells o.f • 1/ha · 
it has meant :fc)T two c.enturies to 'be a blac:'k man .in white Anrerit;a.,,•·• It was p rfo·rm, d 

y the FTce Sa.u.them .Ihe.Eto.T,, 'W'hi·eh has played th1s swmner in .fr-eed.orn s·chools and plans 
to tour the _Sgut]:, pe'tftJl'ming ftliJ" Negr:O a11d. where ')1ossib Ira., int:~~grated audiences. 
Another pl.ay • ~osed ~d pedqmed by studen-ts of tnc flcl~·y Spri:tlgs fre-qd.rn;n school,. 
was ab t the li£e and deatb Qf feci:gar Ev·ers - ·There ~as no scri · t;, rather,, the -pla: was 
created eae:l'l timq i1 ""~ perfc;)tmed 1 "or the perfomers knew essentiill" wha thi . ~ed 
· ·o~ say apd lM.de. trp· ·their lilu~·~"' 

_ PeTllap~ 'YOU S.;lW tl~ ~rt · cle .a ' 'i_.rt the issis.sippi Summer Pro~ ·e t _ in the i~·SUe of 
Ne ._,swee~ 1hiCh had a l)1C'turr o:f ~ohert :f~nt~ed the ~cmreT,. lb 1t the C - . J,:ty center 
iif"l!a.lme.r ' s Cros.sinB was desc:rihcd li l liv-ed and o,~or:ked • ralltuill'~ .s CT<ossiR£ and have 
been in the eenteT Nny times.~ 11 ha.s been ~ 1erl'ul " ' :see it dev· lop. f'hys.ica.Uy. it 



-3:. 
consists of .a buildin_ with one lal'g~ tooJn coorplete wi h stage

111 
_:wo small 1"001ns,

111 
and a 

tin:y , itchen, and a hr,ge :ya:rd. in ~: - , ... _- his reelamll'lan·ly egro e(m].1Wlity o£ 
pethar·s z.nao. outside of Hatties'buJ;"g (ab t 40 .0010), Volunteers cleaned and a1-nted! 

1e inside (W,hi te· lllalls with bla.c tri ine~-·• lack and white toptl1er''r) &nd buU 
table.:; and shelve.s. The:r.e was a gala ~opendn.,g1 ,ow eack momin.g; there' 15 da.y aare Ear 
small children. 1-lith .&runes_. art ·wark , st,oti.es, .and music.,, and ~each af ~emoon. _ c.Featian 
for 'the ,older children, \1/itn t'h.e boy generaHy <laying ba 1 outside in the 90'0 to JI;UJ0 

heat! In the ev~ening there are a~l · classes tn sew1ng and health and a. \.fee1Hy · ance 
for teenag~..s P'rob _ly the s - er' hig~ oint t the center h~ s ,a, visit by Pet.e 
Seesu~ , t}•e ! ol ksi1 &e·r, who duu·med 'eveotyone _ ln \.l+e· a.cked 1:1ouse-. On an indiv-1;du_ 1 
bas ·s; voluntee·r is teaching 1-i't~racy · o adults. Her youngest pupi , 2:S , gr. \4 up 
awil)' fTG any sc:hGOl .and, s.ince 'there ' s no. tompulso -. sehool at tend ance law in ·ti~s • ss ipp i •· 
n _ er go a: und. 'to goi--ng · ·o Cho l ; he,r .otde·liti i 1n his SO • s. · oreover she is teacnin~ 

cme local r esi 1ents the art ,j1f teach:tng adU.l s lO read., 

,f\n itnportan part of t.h e summer • s ·.J ifk ~'~,as b~~m e. setting up o 1 · brarl.es. Ne-xt to 
th~· Jlatt .es.bur,g 00 O·ff:,ce re now shel ed about :SSO fee · of books. sent from the North .. 
~tan e excell e'Jlt some should eventual y be di'. a~rded I ' 6st in demand ~ a:n 1n growin 

ly , iiO'e ~ "o s, b>"' and about eg,roas 1 e;spe~da.lly history hc)oks . C'i the m i:n lib ary 
i etti-ng ' other · • In almer• · · ·Q~Ssbtg sa unus~ ' building · · long· ng o a church i 

·· ,g t ansFcn:m I! into a . tudy cen er ~ whiCh 'will be qp.-n sweral hOUJS a day as f! - • ot 
l;llace £Or i11;91h chool · -ils.; c.la ses may be held there .• · oa Some o _ the houses I 
have vi s.i t ,ed are s·o ·ttampect, quJ.te as ide fro ·th(11 r : let e lac'k of ooks • t .ha.t it t 
be J'tuall itqpossible till' study· ill 'th - , Yhe librarie: , are being used eagerly, "u _ b 
only , small . .;.rtian of t e • egrq> , . - ity I Pe haps ·n the more litera future more 
p,eo_ le 11 e ia.lly adults• 'W:tll h -ve. Q, e for Te:;Itling , 

Vhat • you trray be w<mdertng, _ out the p . blb:: l ibraJY? 1\t·tadted t ·o the Hatt:ies.bura 
OmmtJI\ity ~center {lor eJI'Oe·s i~ t he city l ibrary foY Nesroes. l visited it once. ·. ev~T_l 
: the 1COF11 ~ ..... -.- bi ln- , -. 1 .,.. • nnd made up as i ' s mo t1y of se(ond.-hand, book ; :t :1: 
al_ a.dy better· ln. mo.st l!'Hp · · than the ,c;ity lbruy for· NegTOes. The ,cfty on: has half 
85 many boaks as COFO 1 ·s a»d :na ca. al og (no·r lias 00 0' s yet "' cil'Culate· now, ·cata OJ later • 
is, thtl idea). I was impressed by the · · ucity of ch ldten • s bcoks (OOFO hJ~S lo .and needs 
more) • Ahout ten clays agQ half' a do-zen fr ._ 001 sc:hool t:eenaprs went to the main (w . · te') 
libr:ary ~~tpwn, Whicc:h iS 1n81i'W' tl . - large,iii artd aSked fm- library eaN "n erdeT t~e 
. et b,ooks- not a'\ a.i lab le Pt -tf'l~l. T 1.: b1'81j''0 They· W'Ell'e c £used them ,and the l".h·TPl")" \<G'S 
hastily ~~los~d ''for mven · Qty'~ ~ The t~,hite) ~- ·scherr ·he had ace~- ed them was 
arr-ested for va&tanc;; she had m ber pUTSe SQttle ten ~ of dell - s. A few da s lateY •· a£ter 
a similar incident,_ it wa. ~clf}sed apin" It is still c.lo od., 

On impor-tan pnase .of' the ~ k ~conduc:t•tt 'n Ua - ies · ~Bg- as in - h¢ypm - of tbe 
:tat·e- ·wils vot ,er , gi3trat~~. Sine~ yau ha'}e p ~ly mad mare a\\mut that tha the 

other tm a.s, 1' 11 not ·te'll about vo er registra.-icn 11, except to say that 't i diffieult 
for a ·. ~g.m ·to _ gister in Hattiesburg .. , flostess (we lived wtth N:egro families) 
bas triad eisflt imes ·to- ·r ~ a!ster to \f,o _.. Perll~s -he passed the test $.11 · took this 
month (one ,Joesn'-t leam 'tl\e· result f Ol" a month) 

My own work was .CQI'lc:emed' primar1;:Iy with he f . edo.n sdl:ools I tauant ~n one o£ 
si,x ·sencilols conducted 1n ~chur.d:les in and nem- Mat·tiesburi• St" obn ':8t11odis-t Ol:ureb 
in Palme~s t:ross:ins;. Sili.Qe the:r~e ere more ·t ach TS, than ,, e inev1.tabl.y did ~ eam 
teaching E h,ad expeil!te.d to t~ach matn m1d Hnzl',sh to -;' gb sd'lo9l udents-11 ~ut actually 
taught eight tcg tweh··e yeaT elds ~ We concent.T 1··ed pn language rts (reading. "'" o:.ing., 
spelling),1 · egTo ·story, ~rna math~ The most JKllm].ar subject 1 I rldnk, \oiBS· history 
Ne presen't,d it in the om of bioarapllies 9 'The children loved a ~- ing out part df 
the stol'ies The fi.nt 1:ime we did it.1 they all wmted t·~ be d!J,IS Chasing a nmaway· 
s .l ave (H · rriet Tubman • sl\e a~~d Preefer ic~ Douglas were t he· fa\IOJi.te he :roes.) ,. 
Sone"tittles we Ustenea to 'nu ic or drew., One e' ·ght-year-old l-s an extr.aordinarily 
:P-fted arl1..st., 



Th teenagers and aduits, l~eame _ more about "&ovemme:nt, with Jess empha.s,is on. 
Ena;lish and math. The teena.aers ~tudied the Declarati~on Ql' lndspen.~~ an~ decided 
to write me for themselves . The b.egirmina and end o,f thein auj., 1'1n ttl "s ~OUl".se 
o htllllim events, it has. become necess.aJY for 'the . gr:o people to ~reak ztay from 
the CUStDIJis, ·which have made it very difficult for the . e&ro t 10 p't hls ·God•given 
rights., We, as. citizens ~of - ~$_ 1 ~s1ppi 11 do hereby state all people should flave the 
ri.ght to peti. ·ion, to assenble 1 and to , - public p. ace , We- also have the l'i&ht · 01 
life, li:betty, and to s - ·k happiness . ~·'' e, therefon., tfle ep:oes ",of tiss.iss1.ppi 1 
as · led, appeal to the - ~veTnn:eJ'lft of th - State. that no rnsn, j · free wt.1l al- 1)'left 

are fre do tteT by ~declm-e Independell.ce from the unJUSt laws ,of ~ ssl.S_ipp,f 
wlUc:h con ,-lict w1tb t he 1Jnit·ed States 1 Camstituticm. 11 -

·~ s ,of all ClilSses ·were encoum,ged to ' ~:re~s themsel ·~· ·· The tales the 
adults t~old of treatment tbey had mcejved at the hands ,of white'S ·•r;e almost 
incmdibl.. .• Skeptics might say that some of the wem fabr:jcat~ed to arruse OUT 
$)'1llplthy.il If they had seen tlie ~eptl:i ,of ietding with ~di 't- e s:torie· weTe· tol,d, and 
th· response they evoked from the telleT51 neizhbms 1 l think t he skeptic:~ wuld 
have n ccnvinced. 

O;e of t , putposes c,f the sda,oOl t as o.f al) the th.i~p ·COFO did this s~r, 
was to he:lp ·live t - NeaToes in ~tls·sisSl:JlPi . sense of diiRity· a11d a ee ins ·of 
pride in bema Negl'o.es. 1'he desire to 1eam e-gTO nistozy no ll.ave ,~;_orne from a 
langin,l fur a sense .of idenUty and pr.ide. 

. One day my cla-.s nad a di cus ·ion on • V.'1lat is a fTee ?''1 The next dq ·th · 
children wrote on the ·ame ubject. Be~e are, some exCleTpt f ::rom their pape·rs, 
urn:orrectetl: t•a, fl'..ee have his ·rigbts Just .as the whi.t~ .. - have his ri&hts .... 
a Mm :r,tcs:t h~e ~eQuaL r-iahts to vote ~Pelpo r'lho Was - steT De,KJ"ee and Docter 
Degree Could !rot f ·ass t.he te ~ tney· theTOW Liud ~[the regist~rJI zjive to theM ~ 
'cw they a~ 1:'f}'in.g to get a :d ·fpLe test" (Clanm - . age 9). "A-!:tee man 'is man 
that. ha~ bl r1.&bts:, And ~ man that says he a mam. A, free rnan fee.! like a real 
man .• " (ililly Ray-. aae 10) ,, uA f~ man i:s a. man 'tllat believe thats he's a man,,, and 
a free man who 'has his riabt~- . Bave the flpt to, do ' e· thfnp, ·that anybody d~ .... 
br;i ''s a :mat~ that have the 1-.iKhts to d.r:J.n, out ·of a - ite water•tountd.n, and tne· 
r:ig\1ts to eat in the wbit1e :f,olks Tes · am ann .• ~ · t bfa'f.:-.;tfte- orrmeiE' _rthi'tJwinl 'yt11l -out, 
and we $ ould hav.e tbe ::r~rahts to iO t.o whi:te fo·lks movies, beGa~LlSe our money is as 
ge:od as, anybody· else mane .• u (Jimm:Le, aJB· lZ).. 

A<ldress ,after Sept.. 1 
3501 Stmse1: Drive 
· ~ dis on 5, Wi ®nsin 

d1 on 1 Septin.tlber 3 n th August 29 '.ssue of the ~ ·yo,rke:r, pap 801 is ;m 
e~ce!lent .artii;J.·e em com., You mdlflt li e to read ·it-;-" · 
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