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VIOLENCE l1'f BOLIVAR .um som,•'LOWER OOUN'l'IES 

Intinidation ia n potent force in Mississippi o,s .:inyone can. soe 
1'l'am the list of incidents included in this po.per. It should be· st,.i'oso 
oed that this list is tar fran complete for·these two counties rbotb 
because of the·llinited number of interviewa,tho absonso of intorvi~ws 
in :most towns ,o.nd most L'llportant tho £oar- of tho average Nogro ~,h!ch 
prevents him :t'rc;m spenkint; the truth. This study is based on l.19 in~ 
tc_rviows :mostly condllc ted by mY3el.f. Thero were 29 inter views in RuJ.c~ 
ville,5 interviews in Drew,5 intorv1ows in Indi=olo.,5 intorvie;,;s l"'L 
Mound Ba,you,3 interviews in Glevcland,and 72 interviews in Shaw,. 'Ll,n•~ 
was no set pattern for intel'V'iows since the opporturub y to intcp,•j r; 1 
wc.s lilllitod by tho area to which I was ruisigned. These interv1.:i1-rc ".l "'• 
supplemented by tho numerous oimortunities thct I had to tlllk ,;r, n::.,,. 
ple tis wo were canvnss1ng. I boliovo that tho reBU].ur fonnal alld ic_, 
entific type interview would have l.irrl tou vo.luo becaui o tm Uacro~ ;:t 

hero arc usunlly too afraid to t:::nc :;;.bout these matters. It is ll<'C" 

, 1 ecssnry to build up conficlenco, nd this ill bost acneived by sevcr:i'. 
Visits rather th::\n by one lol1{; forma1 con!'ront~tion. 

The difficulties in obtnininr: un accurnto account d'ir intimidst1.-, .. 
o.re numo I'OUS. Two ct' tho oho if obstnclos are fear and oxa$ort>.tion. 
Fear far oxooeds exa.imeration in import-an.co in Mississipui. Someti.."'!l.~ 
we intorviowed nll ni'tcmoon w;tt; h few results except thatwo wore in. 
formed ago.in ands.gain that noth~ was wrong here by Macro s who we"'•· 
too scared to open up. 

Thora is infonnntion that some Nearoo believe the civil rights 
novOl!lent :Is 1l' 01s:ressil1.6 forward too slowly. Those Negres a:r::: armo,, 
11.nd al'e p:ropa.red to enr;;nr;o 1n a more viol•int approa::-h. Thora is n 
rifle group in Mound Bayou ,ancl thoro is .'.lOOJO ov:i.donce thnt one alse 
exists outside Sha.won Sullivnnls pl~nt~tion ne:ir Skanes. Somo of the 
Ill"re Violently-orienterl !Ter,roos chan."'1c.lc.cl tb ir oneri:;&s in non-viol0ut 
d1ractiO!'.lSt'11hen the Freedc:it Ritlcee Of' tu in 1960. Ju!lt ns tho violerr.~ 

again.st Noi:;re oMldron in Biminr.,har 1 wo.s instrumental in chnging p·11;, 
lie optilion so thatthe 196!~ Civil Ri ;hts Hill oouldbecOlllelaw,so the 
Violent-li,lcc"Nei:;roos ofpro-1964 hnvc bvoame o. courS[Jeousforce behind 
a non-violent civil ri(.;hts movement. 

Fear i:;rows like n.n overf1ow1nr, ri vor a.a you movo out of tho path 
of the movement into tho a.rans where no projects hnvo beon esto.blishcf, 
.AJ.thou.3h throats o.ro 111ore like l1Mtnine in mtUl"o • than nnything olJo 
for they arc oa.sily vioiblc andfoDc,,red by thunder, it i.s nevortho.J..cm. 
truo,thnt they co.use many restless nights. The low-clnss 3?uthorn. 
'white somotilnes makes tho 1'1is.sissipu1 atmosphere crackJ.c with hostil­
ity ns he spews farth from hiSlno.nsl.nug1ter consclflousnoss. Bed.necks 
a:bi>l;'ll1 on the downtown stroots and toona~c dcl:inqucnts ro_nr by in co.ri" 
81'.ldhurl curses at the challengers to "the Southern way (£ lifo 11

• 
While> tho reo.ation r£ tho pul:)l:h to now fcrrns of d1.roct n0ction 

usuilly apnoo.rs pnrth lly hystortonl. as in tho case of'tho new York 
stall-inn, tho ra-act1on ci' tho whito Miasissiprii South to tho c0!1lini; of 
tho s'l.ll'lllller recru1 ts roacho<l hystori:: al proportions. Thero wore rumor .. 
that 30,000 invaders woi;-o cominf; into tho state. Fear of this inval!1c· 
is 1i1ed up with thQ ~ to Southerner ts !'eolina that lfor.;rocs Will mix: 
With whites socially_,cnd no lon,:or look up to.tho whitol!f, So it :Is -io> 
surprizing that lifter tho surit1or p-ror,ram was o.nnoundec;l there was an J. • 
crenoo ofriflos boinf1 oa.rri,>rl in tho white 1s t:rucks. \fuen wo 10oved i.T!.l", 
t-liasissipni there woro rumors tho.two W'eul.d be stopped ot the borders 
o.nd, bo beo.ten up, Ind1.cati,ve c£ this feeling wo.s the instruction to 
COFO voter rogis tration workoro to "know all th111 road1:1 out ot tuwn. 11 

Int:lmidni;ion is surely a potent fol"co in Mississippi mald,ng 
Missi.ssipr,i into a totalitn:rian societj-,govonnod by actual l;llld poten­
tial threats of Violence• Tho mythology o~ violence is nocossary to en 
unaerstandin,.; of' tho .,.c tuality oi'vi.olonco. The two nra :intjJnatcly in­
tortwinod in ttu:, N'eg£o mind. ~ .l,ln~•oo s ,,ha vau,,,ln>I' tf<><>n v:f.r,J.,u:ti,..-; ol.• 



so thoy say; but ofton their not sayilllt so ismerely a reflection of a 
foar o!' rovcalirl!3 matters which IilN"; en.use them further trouble. While 
it is tI'ID that oetween 1382 ondl.959 thero wore S78 lynchi.ngs; it is 
rccosnized th~tlynchings have decreased; but this ~a~bo rolcted ton 
.i68B.0ili5~8nll11ai¥'-Bf0 ftg~~s~8r~S•s~:8'fyl-goEfilffl8ti etilligg~tRgrga,ps 
number of' tirnos throats arc mado,snd bocaac o!'tho nature of !'oar -which 
feeds an uncertainty. As throats incroaso ,uu.certainty increases causa 
ini; a 1)roportionate inc_r01l!lo in fe_ar• Tho closed MiasissJ.pi:ii society 
is characterized by a low 1:ndustrhlization lovol~vory roal ooonomic 
foars,and tho fear of industrialization because ar accompanyinr, u.'1ioni 
ism ~d tho ovontu1ll nood to intograto tho work _forco. 

Violence us1.11. lly oor:urs in the early stngos oftho/;I'Ol th oftho 
movomont in a town. '.l'ne roovcment began inthoDelta of Mississi.,pi,of' 
wbt.hh Bolivar and Sunflower aro a pa.rt, in 1962. But vo-ry little wo.s 
eamploted in Bolivar priol' to too caninr; of the ewamer volunteers. 
Why then has the:ro boon resti voly so 11 ttlo Violence this summer? 

Violence has docroaso<l this summer dao to the genuine throat or 
Negro _power,antl due to tho prosonso of Northem Civil Rights Worlcers 
and tho Northern Pross. The Whi tos h:ivo and do push tho NeGro until ho 
asserts himsolf,and thon tho Whitos usunl.ly cive in. Honoe I wou~d 
strongly u.rgo th.at recruits be br011Ght to Mississipni for this fnll. 
Oontact 11:rcy-one you Jmow who lltight be interes.tee ond nsk them to write 
SNCC. Alone with the recruits thore is need fa- .full pross covcrugc tn 
diaoaura.go violence and fully report any that occurs. Letters shouJd 
be written to influontiol porsons. U-nless actionisttakon I believe 
tm t lonn: rooressod violence built up over o. SU!l'11ner of tens ion a !~2 l 
emerge aga:i..n-this fall. Already tho Upper 011:.sa whites ar<:l fin it 
necessary to restrain tho poor wnitos frai,t violence. Wo no,, knO\f thnt 
tho KKK meot!! every Friday o.nd tlso hmo infor.-mtion or rumor tn the 
formo.tionof' a White Council to keop Nc,:;rce a i'rom r;etting jobs. If the 
whites bec0r.1e violent this F.tll, tho Tiei:rOOs may ;r<;aot iI;l kind. ll • 
will be tragic i£ this loil[,•su_ppres !l ,-:1,:: people, is forced to retaliate, 
for With retaliation thoro is alwoyn 1njus tic o. 

Sincerely, 

Goer ;;e Robbins 
Box 547 
OOFO Ocm:mrunity Center 
Shaw ,Mississippi 

or Jonos,Michigan iµ'ter 
Aw;ust Jll,1964 
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P.s. Pl.case write Doroocratic Deler.;-0.tcs to support the Mississ:i:cpi 
Freedom Democratic Party. 




