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\ W Menrsy, July 20, 195 st appreximataly Ugh nPR, ¢
Dona walte, e plo'vet direotor of COFU in Coluybue
wRA sLopped By & hlghwey patrolmsn, Offfeer Jeily, on Higoway
oo in Lowntes County, Miselesippi.Sei. pa“, olmen ced been

sarce aionpgells Highwey Ho, 3?7 when Donslc Wnite flret drove pas'
Futiolaxne Jnn‘ a8 e0 and served uporn Petllones White Kise,
bighwny uatrel ualforwe arrest tioket x 146311, alleging "isgroper
S “"’.0.9.' y

Buld ellsaged of fense of driving with Lsproper brakes sould
nol Nav:. been roaponadbly ® ted by Patroluan Jolily while sitting
in s 2ax and observing Petlitloner drive 7 and , In gddition,
braes .o gald 1957 Chevrolet were at sll times on July 20, 196l
In good sopdition sod proper operating order,.The isauance of astd
tigvat wes part of and an incident in the constsat and plenned
harrassiongt of all thsse ¢ ¢ in the Mlass, Sumwer Project.

CDonsl? Vidtets tplsl was set for July 25, 196, at 2 MM with

Jiwdre Whitaker preelding.

On July 21,7194, a petition for removal was filed at the
U, 8. Matrio* Court for Northera District of Mise, et
Ausrcoes, Hiss,The docket aumber for seid petition Lo BOR &L 4,
¥o triszl date has been set in the Focderal Oowrt and ne feder i
bond has been sst,
A -o" of sald petition has been duly sexrved by Duvid
Boffman snd Kiohard Wheelosk on both the Uounty Prosecutor and
Judgs Whitaker, t

Ca July 2, xﬁb Devid Noffuan and Rishard Whoelook
interviowed Dempsey Miles, s resideat of Mﬂh loeated in =
Dutiovheas County. y Miles 18 & Begro of 21 « of age who
fes 1ived in Starkville Als entire life.On Betwrday, July 18, 196

¥y, viafiedd, = local white resident, offered &'. Kiles ,to\
sess it Bteven Frasesw, s 00FO worker in Starikville.

nee wigaed an .rumn\g this effeot but he reques :
acavit aot to de md beceuse of sertain nﬁt

.

o, ;:. 1964 Lomay safe is B¢ i1lle
; A m [ arcy ’
duafﬁmnhmh‘wo t Since July 18 wr,
n 1“:&&&4“?& e Freser and Roa Bricge-
forth, to veglster voters. On day in znlu the Ohdefl ol

going on”, The orth.m“uomooddm“uu 1
‘ P

i hour, At, Chief
roturned to the Lomex to met Fraser
fon Bridgeforth ¢ The Ohfef warned that if they o
A134% Leave b avery son of a biteh en the p
N T - '&3....' fdse el "
_ y 1oned , « .
‘400«1'0 brotisesr, 8 | : , weat im uf'ﬁ...-.u cafe and

rook Mr, Lomax's
Daniel Lomax £2,50 fer
the Hoal®h Dl: belore be :
ag the license was t Mr
three way elnk evean though Lomax had eperated said safe for
wany yeris withogt Limeident, is juat ome of inzidents in
the vvwnl pntotn ot Iunmt carried on by oity offdciale,
‘l‘ d Hoffman Al went to Star +Here
we Mo« oc- to el Jony. primel o assartain whether or not
we 00Ll0 got M, Lomax's Lloense bnk. lp were told thet sald liceonr
hed veen ‘akea Leomuss of eertain health violations.When we axe
Pluined that Lt was more thanm eolnvidental that sald license had
Deen taken sway immediately after *ho Lomax's had helped two
worker s, COhlel Josey u’htud that rthey bad Just found Hime %o
sakxe The inapention. o:c' then began villiilying u‘ qalling
ue sucdh thlage ew 'oo--u communist syupebisers,” butu-do,

"wtilte soum, " and"white trash.” He %old us owr purpose in
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RICHARD W. WHERLOCK
1212 17¢h 8¢, Yo
Columbus, Miss.
August 14, 1964.

Bl- T

ON August 7, 196l affedavits wers drawn showing the refusal
of tha Cirsuit “curt Clerk, T. 8. Wiggins, to show Abe Weitzman,
lawyer for LCDC, the court record of Jaumes Edward Jackson. On that
day these affadavite were forwarded to LODC in Jackson at their
request sc thay could move on habeaus corpus procéedings.

On August 7 Richard Wheelock and Abe Weltzman slso discusse!
the general situation with the local P.B.I. in Qolumbus Miss,

On augus* 9 we discussed the situation in umda to de-
segregating the Blkin Theatre in Aberdesn whioh had been attempted
on Aug 5,with the P B . I.8tatements by the participants were for-
urdqd tc the GOFO office in Jeckson.We glso discussed a proposal
for ancther attempt at de-ségregating the theatre on Aug. 10.

On Aug. 9, 'Abe and I went to the Nortern Beptist Church in
;o.nz s to tllk on Civil Rights and the Mresdom Democoratic Party
arty

On that day we were inforsed that a bo.bl had occurred
on Aag 8 at 11130 P.M. at She Freedom Ho erdeen, Miss.

Wo pl_ked up Henry Aaromson,a 1 r for nd went to inveat-
fgate the bowbing. Investigation d that the P.B.1. and the City
Polics had been te the Preedom House at 1230 P.N. to iavestigate

the bombing. While fragments from twe of thée bosbs had been preser-
ved by the OOPO workers, three bosbs whioh badn't off were des-
troyed by the city polioe wWpon recommendation of of the
local Nat'L Ouard unit that they were dangerous.The P.B.I. never had
a chance to sees these bombs.However, they faforsed us t oven 1f

they had had a chance to seé ,#uoh bowbs could not show f
what armory thty had &cn from. fr nts of the two bDombs which
wers saved were turned oves to the F.B.

On Aug. 10 Abe Wedtssian end myse yor's Court i
Stari«ville for the purpose of rmonnﬁi‘?i &' eeding

ticket received Aug. 1.The City Kttorney, 0 uu ed that
the case be cont!n\nd indefini y because of ng matters
A motion for dismissal for leck of prossoution was lldo by Abe
Weltzman which was overruled by LA on by the 01ty
Attorney for a continuance was ned by n.l@ovon
Fraser was told that Abe or snother attorney desig Steven
Praser should c¢all the Mayor oFf CIty Attornsy to for the
trial.

*mn“nt“m'o'oo“ “ ) ad the
proposed de~segregation of the Elkin pd thel' that
this no;octto-pt to de-~segregate would take ﬂm M. on
Augus t

That same nxgc spproxisiately 8 P.N. both Abe and -,tuf
were present when .29 ﬂoi-dcnlt 0’ COFO worker

Warren Oalloway,at ¥y went two

b9 two and each lndzv Mlckoto to
the downstairs part of llo fu admisndon

They then left the theatre snd m baok to the ._ House.On the

nzbnoktoﬂuh‘muﬁoﬂ ' workers and
ven by local residente | foe.0ne car

was stopped for gol uo X. .B. ln n ho the driver

swears he was not go
faulty brake um-.ﬁu the u&-
condition, the cfficer m ﬂ. a-w l

After the do-;’ — i
Abe W. and myself left
were rollo\nrby both the ﬁof of m &‘ s s
sherifs Mr. Lacky.These two stopped uy :
the °ontor of town. They chscked owr iden 1o M 161: us
proceed, We left Absrdeen with the !.nbolltlﬂl of M back that
same night in order to obtain affedavits IroN Mlﬂd in the
de-segragation attempt.Because we wers followsd By the ty
shefiff asome 10 miles from Aberdesn and because another ca¥F followed
us after the deputy sheriff turned off, we dul“ d!ulo\l.on was
the better part of valour snd we drove besok to Colusbus.This second
car followed us all the way back to the oity limite of Colusbus’

On TuesHay Au.ummmfmw to
obtain lffldl'i’a from ﬂo‘ ‘Pﬁa in Wd&-
attempt..Thase arfadavite vu 1y i

t a vo-gxu'l restraloing a‘dcl' apgaingt the' tre OII‘

ommarce et 'n Absrdsen,

or Ia
d

® both

_~,. r
R
‘\.: . *
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On this same day we informed
Bernard, s COMO worker, mu
M John C. Bowen.
some local resldents of Aber
Aberdesn.Wnile talking to a
Bowen drove W in a truok.He
answer He also asked where Josl came trc-.l’su no A n
B cnatiieg v shebe M. 03 Meamotl B M Be¢ o .u.‘“"
cont to atr «Joo away man
followed him down the street.A police officer

Unreatonsd Jooi in the Presonce of the offiser.Phe eftices thes

tookMtoﬂn ce sta « At the

ggé':'.. thine

g3
g
:
5

the
coming mass rally in at 7130 PN,
¥We also informed them t the mass rally
we would hold the F.B.I. I. agent Lob
Savard then him ?At he bhad
P. B.1I. offerred

no protection of tiea.

. ﬁ m , the mas:s
rally u there was no trowble .
from the lonl oauuw 00 oars present,afferdinp

some protention.

On wednesday, Tom ly, an LODO ol
s o s, 53 et B :ﬁé‘.. i
mass rally the night htx Bubsequent investigstion

thummtrn

eum m’:’.cmu‘u“-au e,
eo o8
on the Miss. Preedom .

Luther King was not a 2 Mporatic Party.
Joe Maurer informed Nr. Tel t he aoting oot vioclation of
the tenets of the P.0.0. Ling rep  was not
afraid of the !.G.O.Al ~ D b 1) Dee '

dmisajon to
s dome in

37 B o
two cars in “1.

The boy's name is ;
County Jail in BStarkville.
bappened.

Anotber att was made by Joe
from Jackson,to see n-t reoord Qr
atbempt failed as h'o

wp in
Jaokson to get a blt
- i °"’=-.

a parking
ticket in t!n el of Be wan
told by patrolman Williams h ar nt the office of J.P. ssolavic

Bridgeforth

to 2.., his fine.At 2 P.N. Repal
Juatice of the Peace,Coward of the NMisas.

un::thnmn

a lawyer. then
..un-am [
to the Coun

approxinately 10718 AW, ou Oosmelly snd Bichurd WeeSTk £pes '

e
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On this same day we were informed ip Columbus that Josl
Bernard, s COPO worker, was beaten by a white resident of Adberdosn,
Jesi~Bosnand John C. Bowen.Joel Bernard had been canvassing with
some local residents of Aberdeen on No. Long 8t. in the oity of
Absrdaan.Wnile talking to a Negro about voter registration, Johm °©
Sowen drove @ in & truck.He asked Joel what he was @oing. Josl didn':
answer Ha also asked where Joel came from.Again no answer. Bowen
prooseded to hit Joel in the head with his fist.Joel felldown and
Bowen contidued to strke him, Joel managed to get away and this man
sonbbaved-so-a4pike-hba followed him down the street.A police offloe;
then drove up and Joel asked for protection.This man continued to
threatened Joel in the presence of the officer.The officer then
took Joel to the police station. At the police station Joel waas asked -
to sign a blank affadavit which he refused to do.Later Joel was in-
formed that Bowen nwiu to file a complaint for disturdbing the

e.After getting adavits from Joel Bernard, Abe and I want to

F.B.I. to file complaints in reference to our experience in
Aberdssn the prooudlx.auht. the beating of Joel Bernard, and the
coming mass rally in rdeen taking plece on Aug. 11 at 7:30 P.M.
We alsoc informed them that if n to us at the mass rally
we would hold the P.B.I. directly responsible.F.B.I. agent _ob
Savard than phoned the Sheriff in Aberdeen and told him that he had
neard there might be trouble at the mass rally.The F. B.I. offerred
no protection but said they would do everything short of protection.

On Tues. Aug. 11 at 7230 P.M. Abe and myself attended the mas:
rally in Aberdeen. The meeting went off well and there was no trouble
from the loeal citizenry.There were three police cars present, affordip
some protection.

On wednesdeay, Aug. 12 Abe, Tom Oonmnelly, an LODC lawyer replact
Abe We!tzman,and -{ulf went back to Aberdeen to investigate a report
that some twelve tlc'tets had been handed out to the .mndinth:bo
mass rally the night before.Bubsequent investigation showed t
this was not true.

On Aug. 10 Joe Maurer and Steve Samith, two O0F0 workers,went
to the WMPA Radio station in Aberdeen to :: a tape of Martin Luther
King aponnng on the Miss., Freedom Demo. ty,played, They talked
to & Mr. Tolling,who apparently runs that station.He played the
tape for nis own edification and then seid we shouldn't pl the
tape for a number of reasons,to-wit:The Freedom Démo.Convention
was over the week before,he neede the name of our Oounty Registrar,
that he knew what this pla ‘'would do to the town, we gere
trying to create violence,that we thrive violence, that Joe
Maurer was not s resident of Miss., that would plg‘ﬂn recording
if one of his etaff could say it word tw.m t Martin
Luther King was not a member of the Miss. Demooratic Party.
Joe Maurer informed Mr. Tollinf that he acting in direct vioclation of
the tenets of the F.C.C. and Mr. 3.1.1!.1 ilied that he was not
afrald of the F.C.C.As of yet no lawsul been brought.

On Wed. Aug. 12 a young Negro child was denied admisaion to
the publio library in Aberdeen.As of yet nothing has been done in
regards to thilllath:& " "

On Wed. 12 th August a 0 lo?-o child was ploked

1lle.Sherif

x by Sheriff Bill in Star le told us

at the boy had previ been arrested for grand eny-stealing
two cars in Starkville that he had been & ward of the ocourt.
He was arrested Wed, all because he had outside the dis-

trict set down by the court.His mother was told by Sheriff Harpole
that the boy had been arrested because of oivil rights activity.

The boy's name is Robert Davis, and he is now being held in the
Ccunty gan in Starkville.An inveatigation is being made of what real
happened.

Another att-&t.-u mnade by Joe Lobeathal,Jr.,an attorney
from Jackson,to see couwrt record of James Bdmwmrd Jackson.Such
atdempt failed as have all others.Papers are now being drawn up in
Jaockson to get a writ of Habeus Corpus, |

On Aug. 12 Ron lr:#:tortni: COMO worker,was given a parking
ticket in the city of Bt 1lle. had illegally parked.Be was !
told by patrolman Williams to appear at the office of J.P. .wmoLavid
to p., his fine.At 2 P.M. Ronald Bridgeforth appeared before the
Justice of the Peace,Coward of the Miss. Hi
arresting officer.At this time Ooward told
to be fi inted and mugged.Ron refused
a I:mr. J.P. then made out a zrm
parking fine had been be
then taken to the co\mt;l?ﬂrzn he
approximately 10:1,° A M, Pom Connelly a
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ou behalf of Ron in the Court of the Justice of the Peace,with Judge
McDavid preciding. It was at this time that we were {nformed by the
Wudge that he had spoken to Attorney General Patterson on bhe phone
who had told him that refusal to be fingerprinted and ed for
any #lsdemepanor wes i contempt ot court.Por this contempt Charge
Ron was given a sentence of one in Jail and a 350 fine.We asked
the Judge for any alterpatives n r than the payment of the fine
nd he sald that he couldn't get out of jail until he paid the ﬂu.
‘ 500 has already been put up for the first oh‘l' ?llu;r
refusing to be mugged and ringerprinted.On A 1
will be paid and Ron will bo r-louod.xn ordor to win any
case involving these new “summer laws®, the omtitutunu

the state statute must be challenged in the Pederal Courts. u
the State of Miss. will be able %o strangle the Civil Rights Nove-
ment.

On Thursday Aug. 13 Tom Connell on behalf of Leon
Smith,s resident of Q,ar 1 th ,¥ho had gotten o
titket for reckless drivi polioce w that leon hl.tll llld
recklessly driven in the ¢ity of Aberdeen t Ol'

that they did not ﬁxn htl & ticket at

oouldn't e.tcb bim. "Leon Ssxith owns a n~ old zwm
iven on Aug. 12 after Leon Saith had attended a masé rally in
Abor eon.Leon Smith pleaded not guilty and the trial Lm
for a week tecause the city prosecutor was on vecation.
Negro residents attemted to attend the trial but were *-d my
because of the size of the oitg Police Court.Consequestly,they bad
to stand {n front of the Cowrt House where a jeering sod of tes
had formed Some of these whites were carrying clubs.The only reascn
-n{ these whites were restrained was because of the of aome
ice officlals. '!‘bons promised that the next would be
open to the public and held in a

mnn room.We Jeft the
court room and the orowd gathered disperaeed. '
On Priday, Aug. 1l Tom Connelly and myself were in Starkvills

for the purpose of getting some affadavits from certain e who
had some trouble register vote.¥We were also there the
$500 bond for Ron Bridgefor y discussed.After m.!

some affadavits we went direetly to the strar's o“too which 1s
locsted ipen Clinic called the ord ¢.We talked to the

Registrar Mr. Henry,about how he affairs.While we were in
his office there was mt a man called s Hamil who heard

,.Mle“’ that "We vub‘r. Cofo".Ne was s ing about S

feet from re Tom com.l he said wo worked
mmnﬂ!wloﬂﬂn fi n the car nﬂ”“to
back out of our Connelly was driving at the time.
When we had bac ‘ were stopped,a piok up truck driven by
Travie Hamilton buckod nn side of the ocar at full speed,.Richard

Wheelock was sitting in the right front seat where the truscck struck
the car.The glass from the right front window shattered over ont{on-
io the car including those in the back seat,8 o Praser and Bddle
Mackie.Luckily no one was really ured except for s aplintered
glass whioh lodged in my arm.There is no question in -ua that bis

act was intentional since the driver of the truck was ut us
the wholle time he was in reverse and since he was smil

got out of the car.lsmediately after it I tried oontlet
the P.B.T. in Columbus but line was nally I got through

and when I told Agent Smith,a native ltutulntu.m perpeta-
ted this act he,laughed.It seems Mr. Smith knows this man pretty well
and on & friendly basis.Meanwhile Chief Josey was in the 88 of
going through Tom Connally's n.lotr.tlon identification.The
automoblile we were driving was & rented car,rented from m.t in
Memphis.They had there own liability insurance. Subseguenily, Tom
Connelly was charged with reckless driving and taken to the Cit
Attorney's office.His forfeit bond was set at $110,which he p.d

His trial is set for Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 10 A.N. in the Mayor's
Cowt.Tnis 1s the same day and time ﬂnt Ron Bridgeforth is »

tc appear.After talking to Heary Aaronson we deql that we
press for o s of or t vith a deadly

add with to kill.I a olvu ac

in excess of ,000,1n ua in a

any event an soccident must h t
Connelly.Our numormu

company since there can be no qnutlon ﬁnt this act tA- inte
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We will alsc request some action by the local F.B.7, here in

A AMEus

Because our car was dam d,we decided it would be better

to drive back to Columbus in a C car.On the way back Steven
‘rusar the driver was stoepped by a highway patrol roadblock and
ziven a ticket for having en Topor licensw 1.¢/ a New York
drivcr'a 1icense with Mise, registration.On August 15, 1964 Tom

nelly appeared on behalf of Steven Fraser in the Court of the
Justics of the Peace Mr. Gerhardt, on Route LSW.At this trial

Tom Connelly was rm.ll'o:ged by two lawyers from Columbus who had
been called by the J.P.The arresting offlcer claimed that Steven
Praser had u{d when he was stopped that he had been in the State
of Miss, ror -!x months and not 8ix weeks.The arresting officer

brought he point that Steve had no authoriazation to drive the
ar and ¢t at the reglstration showed the car delonged to both Curt!s
Hayea and SNNC.Ths dicuasion informal and the fal was con-

tinued until Aug. 29 at 2P.M. $50 bond was set and pald after Steve
had gone to the Countz Jall.He was only in jall for about 30 min-
utes but during this time Mr. Carlyle, a local attornoy‘ told a
whits prisoner in the cell with Steve that Steve was a “"Freedoms
RiderT etc. Steve was released before any trouble ensued.
On Aug 14 affadavits concerning voter r;futrauon were ob-

taloe! from residents of Starkville, It seems 88 Loulse Larry
went down to the Reglstrar's offlice to register to vote.She was
giver an application by Mr. Henry which filled out.8She then
toon the test After ahe had taken the test, a man came into the
roow and asked to take her picture.Bbe told him it was O0.K.He took
bott & front and a side view,.When Tom mu{ and 1 questioned
thne reglstrar about such pleture taking he told us that she had
l11ef Ho asked her name and saild that he wanted to talk to her.¥We ad
alsc talued to Samuel .'OOI who told us that his name had been
taker (0 the registration lists.He had registered in 1962 without
incident . The registrar told him that he to take the test all
sver again,whioch he 414.0n Aug. 14 he found out that he had a gar-
nishment on a check.Bracy has signed a Freedom Registration Form,

1 forget tc mention that on t 12 Joel Icturd who was
beaten in Aberdeen filed a Mfo t m assailant of 1%‘
assault and battery.This was filed with the City Attorney and
Chief of Polioce,Dan Adams.We were told that the 1 working in
Columbus would be notifled when the case was be tried.

On August 15?u00nnlduﬂwnut ked to John Bell,a b
boy who hed been arrested for distwrd nm and ptty lmony
He had 4one some work for 0.0 in West Point to

hix he was incarcerated in the County Jail in West ront.n- arres*
really nad nothing to do with Civil R since 1t all centered
around an argument with another Negro in the lobby of the Henry
Clay Hotel where they both worked.It d be l.do to look like a
Civil Rights ocase but we decided that the sented
by a local attorney with no mention made o uu  § l N he
wouldn't have the book thrown at him, uu is set at

trial date has not been set.We are [} 10001 ° m.h
& local attorney to represent this m so ﬂngoy will not in-
pliceted with Jro wvorkers in any way.l hope we are successful.

On Aug. 15 the $50 fine was paild for b nhuo of Ronald
Bridgeforth. ver when the offloers requested that his rln{n
prints be taken and ploture taken n, Ron refused and was
sentenced to one day in Jail and a fine.It seems the J.P. will
continue €fo do this sach time the fine is paid until Ron Mtl.
This practce of fingerprinting and ssems to be in accor
with the State Statute.Owr ouug be to the fine und p—
test and then to omuo? constitutionality of this ltotc law
in the Pederal Court on,.Unless the fime 1s peid Ron be An Jal.
for 1ife for an mmf'm ticket which doesn't seem to be
very comtltuﬂonﬂ to say the least.

Lg.ISI ke to the P.B.I. and told them all I koew
conoorning so~called accident we had in Starkville.Agent
Mintz filled out a report which I affixed signatwre to.He said
nothlng would be done until word oame down from Weshington.Tom
Connelly is now nttonpti to get the services of a local qtmn

in colui;gu:b Outc‘!hugm‘ ;Or
mONeYy & c‘nnumr
that I also file a 4 °

lodged in my arm.Say
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