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I arrived la Canton._ Ui saisai ppi t o wor k 011 t be voter 

re 5:ls t r at loo p ro ject ,June 21 1 1963. Duriag th e pe riod of 

June 21 and Augus t 9 m•ch baa happened in Mad:ISOD Coa•n-t:y. 

Madison Count y pres ent s a S!)e<:ial. and unique cue t o ua, 

CORB fi el d workers. Her e in MediaQD Coun ty the re are 29•000 

Negroes and onl y 91000 llb.itea, Iii. th a ratio of 3 to 1 or 

bet t er. 'l'be Negroes be re in Madi~ County om b etter thaa 

40 % of t be l am beaide bei.J>g in tbe majo r ity. 

SiDce ent er ins ~tad:l s 011 County, we have enc ·oun te red may 

pr oblcma . 'Ibey ar e ae follOIISJ 

~

1) Peaut (of wbite people) 
2 I.oat of Jolla 
3 Polic e bar . .-e •smer+: 

(4 llli te raoy 
(S Dif f iculty iJa getting peop le re si a te red 
(6 Tr oub le in l:fnd:ln g houai»g 

I shall diacuaa t be 1atter in tbe om er gi ve ns 

' 'Fear" - Tbe f ear• ar e constan t ly confron t ed with is t hat 

of our people of t he whit e maa. Here ia Mad:lac,a Count y alcma 

wi.tb many ot he r ar eaa in W.asi.aaip pi 1 tbia s•mw ua ever l utiag 

fear. 'lbe k i nd of f e ar I am t al killg about ie llUd t o ap l aia if 

you have not reall y exper ienc ed i t or caae into di ~ c t coatact 

wi t.b i t in aay sense. 'l'be Whit e pe ople in Miwals s ippi ma!ntaia 

thi.e fear t broucb "killing " f or a JnAA waa kill~ 

"Sbootins" - Si.Dc1.: I ba vc been here we, a group of 1110rken 

were shot at in a car. Aa soon az; our driye s ot Jdcket! off, 

five young co lo red peop l e were sho t b y a whi te man aa t hey were 
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walking e.cr osa the railro ad tr ack. The man th at shot th em 

was fiu cu $500.00 :uid pleaded nolo .. no con t es t . He vns not 

cbar ged fo, s booti.11£ tbe fi ve YOUIIII peop le. aeitia cr wo.a the 

tac t mentioned ia t he td&l. 'n.., on1 y fg 1 bJ.a pil ty of 

"wuad'ul use of a fire am." l'beac ar e t b• Jctm of iac!dent• 

that keep tbat"Wlt e maaa fir:i.Dg," 8Dd tbe black IUD f eu:.i.Q8. 1'hia 

make• t hem fear aoing t o t he Courtboua e . 'Ibey alao a:ecei -,c 

t brea t s f Lom the whi te maa wen tbey att empt t o resist er. 

"Los t of jobs" - 'l'bis ia aaDething COIIDOD to t bia ar e a. 

There baa bee n a numb er of people tbat baY • ~oat t bur jobs 

bec;a,u&e t hey at teq,ted to regist er. ODe l.Sy 1 Mrs. Mattie 

( Robinson ) Willimu, tbe cook foz tbe c:oamty Jail, , vu oae 

t ha t los t her job. She r eport ed tha t as she was fUlf ng out 

t he re gi s t ration form, t he re gi st rar l ef t the office. ~ be 

returned, sh e said tha t be had the aher.ttf" (Bill y Nobl e ) witll 

hi.a. The r egia t rar said t o ber i,.iat t le do you laiow Mr. Nobl e>? " 

She aa1d, ttyeal saod e~ ay Billy." '1be r cg ~ t rar tben •~ 

11Bf.Jly, t bi a is ou.r cook at tbe county Jail. !lil ly Nobl e ('l be 

slle df f' repl ied• ''us e t o b e c ook and wal ked out. u Sbe r epo rted 

that &bout wo bowrs after sbe ntumed bcae -ebc received ber 

check aloug wi t h a no t e sa ying ,.e camlOt 11ae you any mor e. 

Ther e hue al.so beea four otber peop l e to 1ooae tbelr job a 

and many ot hers th r eat eDod. 

''Police barraaa cnt" - Thia ia a c:anat aa t t hreat alao. 'lbe 

pol ic e Q.l'e on t bo job a.t aJ.l hour s of t he day lad nlgbt. 'Ibey 

f i rst ~gill llar nw si nc t be peop l e by gi ving t llem ticlle ts f or: 

alDMJSt anyt lli • :is the y p arked near our offic e . When t hey 
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c,q,ended t heir p ro sr• so much as t o a tte nd our mec t!Dga at 

ni ght , at•nd:h~ on tbe outside ill an as sembl y l ine dia t rac t in, 

att entic,iA i nside • 

One uisbt we bad a mc<'t iog in tbe rural at Mount Able 

Bapt i s t CI.Jurc h where by t bey parked i n t he CliUll'Cb•s dr iv eway 

t o ch eck driv ers• lic enae . They ar c always on th e scen e t o 

in te r rup t our pro c r es s. 

illi te rac y and dif f icul ty in s e ttinG peop l e regia te l'94 

cou ld be combined. Man y of t he rco ple her e ill ).ladiaon Count y 

ar e i l llt e r a.t e . Die te st t ha t ' s gi ve n is hard and t he r egis taaz 

ia pr e judiced. The peo ple t hat can hudl y write, fe,u a t t empt ins 

to 'od'ite or re ad at al l f ear t he r egi st ra.s:. The r egistrar, if 

he ha.S t o f il l ou t th e f orm f or them, of t en inim1 1cs t hem aid 

f l unk th em al so. I t 's a tougta situation. 

Another p ro bl <.'111 ia th at of £tndhlg 1101De:wher e to live. We 

ha ve all SOJDe'\•Jbat, been c as t r a ted fr om our peop l.e because it•• 

dug c rou s fo r tbem t o c011e l ive ar ound us . We rec e ive coaatuat 

t hr eat s . Most pl ac es we have a tt empt ed t o l ift a t in t il e pasa, 

haft been r acked, s hot in or thr eat ened in some f orm. l' ba.t 

i s wily peopl e around he r e es pecially don • t want us to l ive 

wi t h t:i em. They f ear t he bomb ing of t he i r llaaea. In f ac t • the y 

f ear t he ir l iv es t-10Uld b e in j<!opard y wi t h us a.rCJO•nd. 

,,. .'!l!!. prOfir eas ~ haye me4.. t !rll far. Th.rough our workshops, 

coavassing l1D1 meet lDG peop le in s ene r o.1, we hav t? contacted 

4,94 6 per sons bere in '.-lnd i so n . l·lc have got t en 27S of t ha t number 

to go to t he Oour t hou.'>e , 'Z7 perscna of t h o.i; nuinber ar c now 
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regis t ered w t ers Qnd 188 of tb c 275 flvuJ<ed and is still try q 

to pas s \·ti t b mucb dif f icu lt y . 

Ther e were 66 per sons out of th e 275 t'hnt did no t cet a 

cl1ance to see the regis tra. r bec aus e he refused t o open hi• 

of fice on sever al occ asions ns W<?ll as wast ed of f tine on maQY 

occas ions , not reall y g e tt !ng t o but two or t hree, durblg tbe 

en t ir e da y111 Somet izues i f he was ju s t cb at tin e with a fr iend 

he ask ed t hem t o r etu rn t h e next d.ay . This also discouraged 

many. 

7 Pres cntl •1 in Madiso n Coun t y I ba.ve S\1ccesafu l l y organized 

a ,..,omen ' s auxil iary clu b on vot er rcgistro. t i on . \'le .u-c bo.vins 

mee t in g from house to house wller eb" i n each meeting i n a dif f erent 

l oca..!.i ty , ,te hope to get more * 'P'lll in t o tbe cl ub. They haw. 

wit h succ esa, helped us get peopl e to t he Courth ous e. Presently 

I :im al.so in th e proc ess of re-organizing th e eanvassin{: t eam. 

Throu gh tb ese chann e~s of colll!llUJlit y ll.lonc wi til many otli ers , 

I hope t hat +he fo l 10t·rin g mont hs t ha.t I spend in can t on , Miasiaaippl, . 

i n Madison County, wi ll be more prosp erous. 




