'Fi3ld Report--Auguet 5, 1964-- for June 28- July 24
Harriet Tanzman-- Holly Springs, Miss.
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I came to Mieslesippl Decauce ite the home of the problems I grew
up with, in a northemn oity, homeé of poverty and despalr and ex-
ploitation, and men using one anéther to "make it" and becumse I
knew that I ocould congribute within the framework-of the summer
project, as desoribed to me by ENCC staff members from Jan., on,
and in the literature sent to me as applicant dhring the late
Spring, I ochosethe Freedom sohodls vorigghin because I wanted

to reach the téenagers and emcourage to question and participate
in trying to overthrou gn ressive sjstem of men keeping men down,

I thought the posed oulum od like it would stimulate
mms. poussion, and finding angwers to gether, teacher and

In the ;ou-u of Oxford, Ohlio, list to Wats line reports, observing

the feelinges of some 4f the ENCC staff ard the summer projeoct, ranging
from looking forward to 1%, to skepticism , to dread of the effects of
our coming on X reprisals against local Negroes, I found that I lost
faith, to some extent, in the role I had set myself, I should have
changed to become a specialist and do research, or work #n the chaklenge
or on communications, but the personnel staff was very tired in Oxford,
and overvorked, and I had 1ittle information sbout proposed " spweballst"
prograns , lhke research, so I Jjust kept to the freedom sohool idea, -
and deolided to work under Ivanhoe, near the Delta.

I knew nothing about northeast Miss, beforehand, and didn't realize
until there that it was a ploneer project &n most of the eocunties,

and that the main politiocal organization would have to be done by

males. I had wanted to help out with this aspect of the project,

glnce I viewed 1t as the mgst impertant phase-- and tried to work

on 1t all summer, but didn t face the fact that it wasn't very

feasible for me {o do it in N.,e. Miss., at this partiomalr time, even
right in Ho Springs, itself, according to my projeoct leaders estimate
of the sl tuation there.

We vere about 15 freedom school teachers after a week or two, mostly
fenale, the rest were in vr. and fdp and research and nur and
federal Alds prograns . We 4id not need quite so “Zl.“n e
teachers, all able in diferent wags , Fanging in 1ls to

‘auto meo os, # art, amm dance, et6. , I feel, and I know

that many of us had time which vwe mﬂ have used to read and prepare
for classes, in , or help out with the pdliticalprogram. Since,

partly by -T e Barbara Walker's belief in
spontanialty o orm:; on o gnﬂu sohool, and Mary Jenning's
necessary duties avay from the community center in feseareh, I ended

up vith very dms ldren, and with tutoring, and an ooccasional class,
I had extra time, some of vﬁnh I used to help with books, some I used
to get to know Rust ents better, and tell of what we vere
doing(whioh they didn't know, as they were disouaraced fwom visiting
the COFO office and the freedom school, o both .across the street from
the campus). When thpy return back home this weekend, they should
be rather receptive to the loocal COFO projeot in thelr community, sinme
t have been near our project, and have asked a few of us some
questions, and sesh our play.
I asked Budi@l unson, who owns and works in a local grocery, to teach
sewingto & olass of ladies, and aleo digouss voting with them., Bhe was
a seamptress for 20 years in Chicapgo, and she wants to do this work with
us. Her class begins this week, in her home, and will hopefully be the
beginning of oclasses for adults of the Holly Springs communi ty.
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My role in the project became one of tudoring a few teenacers in
reading and writing, and working with very young chhldren, storytelling,
leading games, sports with whoever was arounf the freedom sohool and
bored, having the teenage girls show me dances, and teaching them a
fon Tolkdances, singing en the Lem of Mist, wish wheever Wanted
to Jjoin us, teaching a few clases my last week to young tesnagers
in nonvidlence, history, and talking about myself and ttm-nlvn.
I found the teenage uuiau receptive to complete honesty, to
ny drafing them out, inttead of doing all the talking ( which is
a bad habil of ming, and a sest for 1life on the part of the teaher,
They endoyed wri ardicles for the student newspaper, but not
bug plain ting for the sake of improving grammar( I don't
[ 1.“ el ther).
m. in churdu- mostly in counties, vas a to Lo
tornal to ot getting to know plo. tonus them about why wo
and gnforming them about getting them to slgn-

v{th R B g o g ¥ o B g g g R
vn familiar to me, somehow, with 1tz emotional approack to relighon,
and its zest for everythinge- reminding me af my Hasidlio past.
We were invited to plonies, lunches, in the midst of a war of armed
gldes, with 8NCOC in the middle, trying to aot as catalyst to political

rg-n{uﬁon. and participation 1mmz by loeal Negroes in thelr

own futures, Ho Bprings arms to protect its friends, against
intimidation and violence, be 1t a night watchman on Rust campus,

50 l.gul teenagers who Jjump to h”x tnﬁ.cn of Larry Rubin,

he's threatened. nany white s" are walting for the sherrif

uul mayor to take foreeful measures nst us, in whigh case thq will
be free do do some violence, knowing t 1ts sanotioned.

Staying in Rust Céllege dorm was very demoralizing for me-- not
becawse of any physical oconditions, but because there was such a gap
between the freedom of movement we Were allowed, as OOFO workers, even

st to leave s to g0 asoroes the street to the freedom sohool, and

elr own restmiotions, wvhich were part}y in their mumxmkméx own minds,
The Demn was very liberal in ideas- ecpecially political and eoonomioe,
beomuse ve had several dong talks, and ghe bDacks our work. and bedieves
that basioally, men need a good living for themselves and thelr fam-
ilies, and the freedom from tcu' of outside vioclence against them,
tl'u Meght % vote. But she is working in a mesholdist college~
whﬂ.oh believes in restriotions on females, 10130 curfews, Bux ete.
The students are feeling the effects of thilr hospltality, wvhen the
mayor orders an imvhstigation of the sechool for subversion or some such
for sim housing us, and supporting our pnin 3 s0 doing. Theg
were som es through the summer, quite :restrioted from udnu us
at the COFO office and at the Freedom School, although they were interested.
Domt Loui ¢ Decame friendly with some of the girls when she ocanme,
and I hope, will retukn contact. Three of the guys, Socoét.
o By G Rugt, Lee, on the newspaper, and Joe, all plan to work
with COFO starting this weekend, BSocott already is, and we became
clese (brother slster) this summer, in spite of the fact that
we both felt quite frustrated by so many COFO people and volunteers
living and working together, when he wae used to Just a fev guys and
an- organizing, mainly in Holly Springs , itself. I touu it diffieohlt
to communicate muoh with the suys on the project, for a few weeks, because
we vwere supposed to keep somekthat reasonable hours, living in the dorms,
and they ocame back from erganizing in the counties early evening, wrbte
reports, ate malteds(until the fammers gave us o‘ﬁ-blu) for dinner,
and resented the girls, and Freedom school guys' “"soft 1ife" near and
on the campus. I became olose to some students, especially teenagers(older
ones) in the course of the month, to some Rust students, and to a few
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of the staff members on the projects I should have becone chose to
all, but this sometimes takes time, end a relaxed mind, to do, and
L;pntuoﬂofu ﬂ;;nth.:tdo uuﬁmnw 8 nﬂ:-:

] mud.zt or ’ some -‘o:‘ sorting books.
At night, we s Wy inoluded, attended z_ud. meetings in the
counties, or were 00o0asi o {uvlw to or at someome's house.
At the tical meetings, I od to zet % kmow the people,-eing with
them, with them, get them %0 freeodom na'tc.
My froeedom sohool coordinator, Barbara Valker, didn’t stress writing
Peports as freedom school teacher's or comn, onm'mplo. 20 I beligve

tural slight gap Detween s undersyanding o s vork we vwe re

and the work that the v» and fdp people were doing was droadened.

the Negrvo and white nen and wonen of Mipe., and therefore of the
whole sountyy, the 0e of the challenge, importanee of trying
to change to a humani an system vhere man doesn't emploit man,

muoch to him, and to the vy ald sehool peopde who had
m“m&.':m::.tgm&r&::mm“'

r ° ngm, som
the hn.u-motmm.um community oenters, have

L)

a fimm belief in the dDeloved instiutuiong we helped to oreate in
nge, and others worked in in Mxx Benton Oonm and

even 14 eare,

I feol t all 8 are important in this war
oooagionally, 0 t a mother can leamm t wWritee-
I feel that now I can oontridute by doing several things-- fundralsing,

volﬁns on publieity and information for Chall from here,
west, or the ecast, and eetablishing contacte for dreams of
ocoops, schools, eto, in Miss.~Gontacts in the north pf people of
m or information or organizihg ability. I aleo feel that I could
freedom sohool, although the summer was not one of doing so, for
ne.

I have leamed, over the course of 1 month, a great deal more of
vhat 18 12 %0 be a white female, wvho wants to organise, and do
werything else, in Misss at onte, and I will do as Cleve says,
end stick to dne Job, adoiding too much dally contact with several
bossmen, and with 37 othe people. WE BHALL OVE RCOME.



