
Report from Hattie-strarg 
July 2k- August 3 

These here since las t report : John P. Crossley, J r . , Wtiflgftf 
Neb,,* Al Ronander and Mary Lou Pe t t i t of Phi ladelphia ^Rg^f Jerome 
l ipnick, Minneapolis; George Pontikes, Chicago; Theo fisher and F . 
W. Wiegmann of Indianapolis; E. Varr KHB^Iffgfo Des Haines , 111 . ; 
Bishop Paul Moore, Washington, D.C.;, Michael Stase, Stanford, Conn.; 
George Kehm, Pittsburgh; J i t sue Merikawa, King of Prussia, Pa.; i"v 
John Baumgartner, Warren, Michigan, Rabbi Artftar Lelyveld, Clevaland. 
Faiths and Denonimations: United Church of Christ, Conservative 
Rabbinical Assembly of America, Reformed Jewish, Greek Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Disciples, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, U.S.A., and 
American Baptist Convention, 

l e t ' s begin on a po l i t i ca l note th i s week. As you know, the 
freedom Democratic Party i s moving into high gear in i t s effor t to 
challenge the Mississippi Democratic Party 's r ight to be seated at 
the National Convention in Atlantic City. Precinct, county and d i s ­
t r i c t meetings have been held. Those of us who have sat as observers 
in these assemblies have caught ancw.-the or iginal intent and sp i r i t 
with which our democratic processes were founded. Words u t t e r l y 
f a i l to catch the feelings one has a t watching people deprived of 
r igh ts we take for granted, stand up with pride to nominate someone 
for an o f f i c e . . . o r to advance a resolut ion . Many of us, used to the 
callous manner in which parlimentary procedure i s often used to r a i l ­
road through a pre-planned program in organizations to which we belong, 
fee l .ar:d-aned and humble watching the sensi t ive and jus t way in which 
the same procedure i s used to bring true consensus of opinion to 
f ru i t ion . Why the FDP? Will i t get seated? The party was organized 
to protest— 
1, The long h is tory of systematic and studied exclusion of Negro 

c i t izens from equal par t ic ipat ion in the p o l i t i c a l processes of the 
s t a t e , 

2, The Mississippi Dem. Party 's lack of loyal ty i s the National Demo­
crat ic Party. 

3 , The intransigent and fanat ical determination of the S t a t e ' s pol i ­
t i c a l power s t ructure to maintain the status-quo. 

Whether or not the FDP i s seated a t Atlantic City, the na t ion ' s 
a t tent ion w i l l be focused on the ev i l s which ex i s t here . This ex­
posure of the s i tua t ion w i l l t e well worth a l l the effort that has 
been expended. What can you do? There i s s t i l l time to t a lk to 
your s t a t e ' s representat ives to the Democratic convention in Atlantic 
Ci ty . They need to know how-you-feel. They need to know that some 
of t h e i r own people support the FDP ser iously . 

Public accommodations: COFO has kept i t s word. No t e s t i n g of 
public accommodations has been sponsored as a part of the Summer Pro­
ject ' . However local c i t i zens , acting on the i r own i n i t i a t i v e , have 
tes ted some f a c i l i t i e s . Woolworth and Kress lunch counters are 
now serving Negroes in Hattiesburg. One drug store closed i t s lunch 
counter ra ther than serving Negroes. Other lunch counters and movie 
theaters have turned the Negroes away. So far there has been no 
violence as a resu l t of these encounters. 

The newest arm of the Mi s s . Summer Program i s the medical team. 
Throughout the s t a t e , teams of physicians and nurses and technicians 
are checking to see that loca l f a c i l i t i e s are providing adequate 
medical care . . Also, these people enter intodialogue vrlth t h e i r Miss. 
colleagues on the medical ramifications of equal i ty . I can vouch 
personally tha t these "medicine men" have magic that works. Dr. 
Brenner, a psychia t r i s t assigned to H at t iesburg, m.ir.dr;corad to me at 

a time of need. I had a b l i s t e r on my foot. I observed that my 
i l l ne s s was at the wrong end of the body for his specia l ty . Ee 
t reated me anyway (with salve and bandego).. The infection was gone 
in a day and the pain almost immediately. Either t h i s guy i s great 
or mine was one of the few psychosomatic cases of a b l i s t e r on the 
foot recorded to date1. 

The CCFO l ib r a ry i s coming of age. We now have a Kcrauch l ibrary" 
in Palmer's Crossing. Space i s s t i l l a problem. We have more books 
than shelves. WE URGENTLY NEED SCMEONE WITH PROFESSICNAL HBRiiRY 
SKILLS here to help. People l ike th i s duck in and out and t he i r help 
i s wonderful. But we s t i l l need more, Sotaewhere, cne of you knew 
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someone who can spend a week with the books here in Hattiesburg. 

Incidents of harrassment and intimidation by local c i t izens continue 
unchecked. Bottles and beer cans are thrown ffrom cars at canvassers. 
So fa r , with the exception of Rabby Lelyveld's beating, none of these 
have resul ted in conf l i c t . 

The work in Hattiesburg w i l l not end on August 30, a s previously 
thought. The form i s to change (more about that in a l a t e r report) 
the sponsorship may change s l igh t ly , the program may broaden, but 
the work wi l l continue and we w i l l need volunteers on in to the Fa l l 

and Winter. Once again, we emphasize the need for laymen and women. 
This i s the Church's min i s t ry . . . no t jus t the c l e r i c ' s minis t ry . 

In connection with t h i s on-going program, the Beech family i s 
moving to Hattiesburg. We're looking for a house now, talking about 
the school s i tua t ion , looking forward to. renewing friendships begun 
th i s s ummer. 

John Cameron i s s t i l l in Iowa with his wife and family. She i s 
recovering sa t i s f ac to r i ly , from an ulcer operation. John wi l l be 
back th i s Friday, ready to take the helm. 

I w i l l spend the balance of th i s week in Batesvi l le , Miss. , help­
ing to begin a new NCC project the re . Batesvi l le , you remember, i s 
s ignif icant because i t i s in tha t county the questions on the voter 
reg i s t ra t ion formcealing with the const i tut ion and i t s in te rpre ta t ion 
have been ruled unfair and eliminated. The effort there i s to show 
tha t , given fa i r conditions, Negroes are able and wil l ing to r eg i s t e r 
in large numbers. 

Rabbi Lelyveld of Clevaland came back down Monday to appear before 
the grand jury as a s t a t e ' s witness in the beating he sustained. 
Following the interrogation before the jury, he s t a t e / t h a t he was not 
sure who had been the gu i l ty par ty . He was t reated very rudely and 
asked a number of completely i r revlevant questions. The same kind 
of treatment was given Larry Spears, one of the college volunteers 
who was attacked. 

One of the most exciting and rewarding new developments i s the 
weekly get-together for local white c i t i zens and some of the CCFO 
staff, Freedom School students, and/or local Negro c i t i z e n s . For 
several weeks, new, one of the local white families has opened t h e i r 
home to us . Several other white families are invited and then we 
appear with the c i v i l - r i g h t s workers and local Negro c i t i z e n s . Soon, 
several roams are humming with pleasant conversation as the people 
break up into small knots of fellowship. No great s t ra teg ies are 
discussed. No momentous decisions are made. But blaok and white 
are meeting as persons, sharing thoughts, enjoying one another 's 
company. What far cry from the "blood running in the s t r ee t s " 
image the local press kept whining about e a r l i e r in the summer. 

In closing, here i s proof that not a l l b ige ts and confused 
thinkers l ive in Mississippi; The following ed i to r i a l appeared 
in the Harvard and Hebron Herald, in towns of those names in I l l i ­
no i s , "CCME HOME, REV. BEECH. I t l»aa been our opinion r ight along 
that any of us Northerners who sattempt to invade Mississippi with the 
express purpose of explaining the Civil Rights law to colored people 
are asking for i t . 

Were the s i tuat ion reversed, and Mississippians decided to in­
vade I l l i n o i s for that or any other specific purpose, we would surely 
resent i t . Rev. Robert Beech, former Hebron pastor and ass i s tan t 
Harvard pastor, had, cf course, a perfect "r ight" to join the i n t e -
gra t i§n is t s at Hattiesburg. But r ight and judgment are two different 
th ings . The Herald edi tor recieved three of his "Reports from Hat- _.. -
t iesburg" and read them a l l . After reading them, we s t i l l think he - ' 
was asking for i t and are glad that nothing more serious happened to 
him. 

A s tory in las t week's Herald re la tes his arres t on charges of 
passing #225.00 in N.S.F. checks while in Mississippi . Now the good 
paster , i t turns out did not pass the checks de l ibera te ly . The bank 
account back home was overdrawn, possibly without his knowledge. 
The law acted and Rev. Beech had t o spend the night in the cl ink 
u n t i l the checks were made good the next day. The Herald news ac-
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count did not say t h a t . The reporter obviously did not know i t at the 
time, 

There's an a r t i c l e in the current issue of LOOK magazine wr i t ten 
by a southerner. I t describes the Southerner's feeling toward the 
Colored as a specia l type of madness. I t ends with the unusual and 
passionate plea: 'Hurry and help us get r i d of th is madness,* 

We are a l l American c i t izens and I l l i no i s i ans willlhave a job of 
in terpre t ing and complying with the Civil Rights Law in t he i r s t a t e , 

to say nothing of Miss iss ippi . We hcpe Rev. Beech and others l ike 
hijft'come back home before something more serious happens." 

Mr, Lowell N y e . . . e d i t o r , . . t h i s i s my reply to ycu. And please 
note that several others who read your paper are reading th i s rep ly 
tool F i r s t , had you read my Reports from Hattiesburg, ycu would know 
that the Summer Volunteers have expressly avoided a c t i v i t i e s aimed at 
forcing compliance with the Civil Rights law at an ear ly da te . This 
i s because we feel t ha t the p o l i t i c a l , educational, aid soc ia l . se rv ice 
programs we sponsor are more important r ight now than any token kind 
of response to the C.R. law. Second, i t i s my humble opinion that 
Mississippi wi l l have srlved i t s race problem and be in a posi t ion to 
send able, sens i t ive and concerned Mississippians to I l l i n o i s just -
about the time ycu f olksr there need them I For i f your kind of at­
t i tude i s indica t ive , I l l i n o i s i s going to have a much worse time 
lesrning what equali ty means than Mississippi i s having. Third, in 
two a r t i c l e s and one ed i to r i a l you s t i l l have not yet come close to 
presenting the bare facts ccncerning my arrest in Miss iss ippi . . .not 
to mention your uncomplimentary in te rpre ta t ion of them. There was 
no out of s t a t e bank involved. The amcunt of the ONE check wri t ten 
was $129,9%. I was not charged with passing bad checks, but rather 
with attempting to obtain gcods under false pretenses. The b a i l 
was net #2500, but. #2000. I am s t i l l cut on b a i l for - tha t charge. 
The grand jury now s i t t i n g may or may not r e tu rn an indictment. The 
crime i s a felony and i f convicted, I would recieve up to three years 
In prison and up to $1^00 f ine . Needless to say (to anyone but you) 
I did net commit the crime. At the time the check was presented at 
the bank there were suff ic ient funds there to cover i t . The s igni ­
ficance of the a r r e s t i s that i t highlights the extremes t o which 
Mississippi police and courts w i l l goto harrass and inh ib i t our ef­
for t s to work toward j u s t i c e . Fourth, the a r t i c l e ycu chose to 
quote from LOOK i s an a r t i c l e in support of the efforts now being 
made to aid the soughern Negro in his effor ts to achieve fu l l humanity 
and fu l l c i t i zensh ip . You have taken the quote out of context and as 
i t stands in your e d i t o r i a l , i t only serves to confuse mat ters . Fin­
a l l y , the job y0u speak of in I l l i n o i s i s and has been being done for 
years . The point you f a i l ed to make i s that the difference between 
I l l i n o i s and Mississippi i s tha t while I l l i n o i s has had u i v i l r igh t s 
laws on i t s books for some time t h a t a re in many ways more far-reach­
ing than the new C.R. law, Mississippi has laws expressly intended 
to inh ib i t the Negro in his exercise of r i g h t s . This i s whi I am i n 
Mississippi now, not in I l l i n o i s . However, Mr, Nye, i t i s gocd to 
know that ycu miss me. I ' l l take a rain check on your inv i ta t ion 
i f you please . I f five or ten yeferg, y o u ' l l probably need me and my 
fellow Mississippians to give you a few t ips on how we achieved 
equal i ty down here. 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Beech, Co-director 
with J0hn Cameron 

Hattiesburg Ministers ' Project 




