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'JJ7 l!obile St. 
Hntties~ 
J.f!.ss . 
Aug. 1 , 1964 

Juot outoido of llattiosbur:;, about tuo 1:ilcs dow tho rood, thoro 
is o rur:U com:.lllnity called Pnlmor1n Crocoing. Prosut~~~bly thero is o 
crook noorby; I mvo not soon it. Tho cOilr.IWlity itool! coMists of a 
cluotor of otoros, a sci1ool, tuo churches, and porhtlpo 100 romhtlcl:lo 
honaoo. In ono direction thoro io n suwm:l.ll; in another, ~ fo11 otl:Ul 
£ormo. Tho atorcs arc nll o\mod by •thitos, but Palmer ' s Crossin_; io 
a prodominotoly, tbo\13h not oxolusivoly, Nocro community. 

Tho school is celled tho J::orl 'l'rovillion A•tondonce Contor. It iG 
£or tlo::roos; in feet, it it tJ1o only llosro ochool in Forroot County, 
outoido of tho::o in tho city of r.n~tioobura itself. All :;r:-dos, !'rm 
first to ~rolth, oro houood hero. In 1957, tho county clood dow tho 
acny one-room schoolhouses provided for N03I'OOS 1 and cunUd I · 
consolidated nll tho schools in a sin:;lo buildin::. Any !lagro child, 
any o~o, 11::o \r.lllts to ~ to ochool !'roo rurol Forroot County 111.1ot 
coco horo. .f. 1~ fioct of busoM ~ tho children £ro:. ovor 
30 milos evay. 

Thin d: io t!lc lozic o£ a OO:JrO,l:>tod school cy.~tcm. F:l.rot you ropool 
tho conpuloory OC:ucation ln\1 (ltl.aoiooippi ic tbo Only a tete that hoo 
dono thia) . Than you close dmm tho ochoola end m.?.lro c:lildrcn travol 
'1ouro by bus • On t;U:; bosio you juotify hnvin3 only one school fill: 
llw:xrwu because of tho cmoll : _ nwnbor or Nc~s uho uont nn 
oduc.lt.:.on. And thon £or doooort you point out tl>at in Forrest Cow1ty 
tho Nosroos hove " brand no1: school houooJ (1/hi to kids in P!:lmor •c 
cro;.;· in<I :u-o buccod oomoulloro olao to ochool. &.tt tl.!oro oro plenty of 
•mito achoola in tho county) . 

'rho SIJia')r Project ms tw Froodoa Scllools in P:llmor'o Croom~, at 
each or t:>O 0: urc."los . :ro hold cl.rosos in ~ morr.in3 and ovonill.'; . 'nlo 
~10 ochooln hovo nino tosC:10ro. J.l.t:1~ I:.Laoiaoippi nouspaporo protond 
that oll tho OWliXlr voluntooro oro 1'bostn1lc:; and uiordos" (this io nn 
::-ctu.aJ. quota !'ron t:1o Covomor on TV) , tl10 toachoro at Pol.J:>Or ' o Croocin:: 
sro uootly profo:.;sional.'J . !lo htlvo only ono p >raon u!1o has not yot oonplotod 
colloco. ()lo toachor ll!:a juat ::r.-du.•.tod, ono ic no11 in gradu::!to uchool. 
A fourth is a houoouifo , and tho other fivo , inoludi.n:t ey:;ol£, sro oll 
toochoro by pro£ocoion. Tuo Nou Yor::oro tooch alum c;lildrcn in Harlem, and 
lilto it. 

llo nro a lli:f•ly qualified li'Oup, bllt it hos boon rou:;b. ~t.lcl1 o£ 11hot 
wo l:nou about toacllin3 must be unlosrnod or rol=od hero. 'nlo otnndord 
ocodOLlic approach hos not \forked at all 110111 oven "hen IMtorinl h:lc boon 
simplified and vocabulary stor:!.lizod. Tho l:ido 110 nro doslin3 ui t!1 r.ro 
not tr•inod to tieton to and oboorb information proaontod inc point-by­
point, OI'T-\nizod, "lo~icol.," m.'\1\llor . One day, for o=plo, \1.:1 h.~d ::­
guoot locturor, a history profosoor froo C.:.ll£ornin1 u·•o io trQvollina 
oroWld lll.o"iosippi \dhh tl>O SlnJOr Project. Ho tn11:nd nbout tho Civil 
llnr 'lnd Roconotruction. l!o too!! pain:: to mko hio pointe closr and 
otr lchtfotvnrd, but opiniconn vsriod about hio cuoco::s in :;ottin l'.io 
1nto~t1on aet:oos . IIY opinion vn.:: t..I-Jo blor!wot. I t sOCQOd to hill th.1t 
ho llllot prosmt his mstori.U "oi.nply," but lo\Y iLlprossion 1~0 .0:-t ho 
IU>d miolocrtod tho aourco of Ia tho probloll. Tho studonta do not ooom 
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to bo 1blo to follo11 a point-by-point prooontation at all , ubotiDr oimplo 
or cccplcx. They learn b y tcl.Jdna, by convorsotion, by rnmbl.i.r\l around 
and booting th3 no::.rby buohoo. And tboy loc.m by acting thin:;:: O<lt, 

Lot mo :P-vo :lD oxnoplo of thic ~ot 110t.hod. lite dny 110 bOO 11 loocon 
on tho US Con3Z'QCO . lba t of tho kj do kn011 tbo basic facto (how lon3 
conlrClDGJ:!cn oorvo and :lo on) , but no ono "--d cny underst:llldin:t about 
t' o politic.'ll prococo, None bod ovon oe 111.1cb l!!l beard of con'Jl'Oooionol 
cCCIIIittooo , Inoteod of givin:: thom a lot or dnto about thio , I hod th01:1 
net out " com! tteo mooting, I aP!"Q1nted one ~rl oo a Senator 1t1 th a 
bill to prooont, and divided tho root of tho claDo into proa nnd antic 
on tho cOIIIlittoo, The :;irl introduced n bill to !:iVO poor Nolt'OOil in 
liiooioaippi money. T:10 lddo 1:.lro qui to ::cod in ar3Uin'I tho mcri to of 
tho propoool , Tho no:Jntivo oido brou::ht out oll tho ot.'lndard arponto : 
aivo thom monoy end thoy \IOn It 11ork, they nl.1 hove TV cots, lifo io 
ohonJ>-'r •lo1m thoro, Grodunlly tho bill o:d.ftod from federal aid to c 
l'linimull! tro::o low : l:lt'.ko tho uhito ornployoro pay bettor W:JOO , (Fnot: 
colored IMido in tbito ho1110o got about thro< dol.lus a day) , At t:.io 
point it occurred to ocnoono thct 11.l ' •oro tllo ''~"0!13 COl:Elittoo to dool 
w1 t!1 thio bill (uo lnd choaon to bo th~ nppropric.tiOilS coa:D. ttoo) 1 and 
wo uoro oblo to tnbh tho cotion1 a neat porlito::tory trick, 

Tho othor dny uo onployod a cocbino tioil looturo .:utd roln pleyinJ thtt 
uorlcod t'Uo w;y. First I rocd, or roth,·r told about, :n nrticlo in tho 
Now York '11mco about Negro votin!J in ~'c.yotto County, Tonn, Fivo )':lOr'.J 

a::o in thio p::rticul.ar county virtu:Uly no llo:::x-ooo voted; today, c.itor 
:111 intonoivo civil ri3hto drive, thoro :~ro r.aoro llolt'OC:S ro':ioterod than 
\thi too , Tho notr.;popor artJ.clo otrooood tbo loot tJ10t the condidntoo 
in tho oloction for ::;heriff, thou'(lt both 1thito, uoro courting Noaro votoo 
in n.'lny unhol'rd of o.nd once inconcoivobllo un;yo , A.ftor a brief dioouooion 
ey cl:too l:w.d tho foUo11in3 role plt'ying ci tuation . 'l'bo clo::w played o 
croup or votor conv::locoro; I :>]..::'yod on n:!'ld tlogro \oo WO!l roluotMt to 
30 to tho court rouoo to ro3:bter, Tl·o llOin or~nt tll.'lt I Wlod wo 
tl!ot it trouldn 1 t do :lOY -;:ood, bo~u::o U1in~o never :IQt cny Lotter in tho 
oouth, tho clo:::: trno oblo to point out to lliO th.~t they h:ld loomed in 
Frocdo."l Scllool tl'u-t voting ~ do (rood, boc~oo in n cortcin place in 
Tcnn. !:nin~ h. vo bo:u code al.r-'!ody, 

llo h•vo undertaken to enroll rothor ::J:nll childron (agod 8 and up) , 
o.nd tliO"O oro our 11orst probloz. It 1o dilf1cul'. to find c:nythin.::: conotruot­
ivo for thoo to do, Once \1!101\ it 1roo ey turn to bdryoit I tried to hold 
o loooo:t on politics . !lone of tho little kida knOll ulult politics or 
govomr:nnt wore, so I :~ol::od them ii thoy know wl10t t!lo mayor io, Somoono 
voluntoorod til'lt tho rtl\yor io sort of like o horae, ('lhis lod to o 
opollin3 losoon on ' 'moyer" nnd "t:::nro") , In order to 30t down to ro:ll 
booico, I aokod if anyone l10d ovor coon a otruot or ro:~d, Yoo, they bnd, 
Ho11, I oolo:xl, did thoy think otn10ts tmd rondo got thoro? lflw aodo thom? 
Hero tl1o civicc los:.:on como to on ond, "God," n li ttlo !P.rl replied, 
A len:rt,hy thoolo.;ical. discuoaion follotrod, 0 Doo:: God ~a:tko troe!l?" "Yoc . " 
"Do pooplo mnl<o troos?• "llo. " "Dooo God mnko bouaoo?• ''Yoo, n "Do 
pooplo 1113ko :,ouooo? • IIlio , God nokoo everything, " nuo position ooouod 
unoooniloblo by lo::;ic olono, co, tJiinldn[{ th.'lt oamot::in:J =oivo J:JUot bo 
dono 'lt once, I o.okod :~ fow of tho aoro aobor..mndod boyo if they hhd ovor 
ooc• :~c.:~on ... build o houoo, Indood they hl'd, and I lounohod thoc on a 
long dcccription of hou this is do.'lo, l:lt'Jdna curo that rocl pooplo 
fiaurod proainently in tho doocription. I t wac not ui thout interest, 
but it 11::wn 1t a ciVioo looaon. 

Ono dny 110 liotonod to zho rooordin'l of "In White .Aoorico," tho 
BrOOdiiQY pley obout llogrooc in tho US , Tho kidc woro atruck by tho 
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incident in tho L1 ttlo Rook into:;rotion rio to 1 in \l:ich n SI:IDll. Negro 3irl 
dosoriboo covinr:Iy bov oho ltllll opi t on end curood II!: she tried to eo to tho 
proviouoly all \lhito :;chool. ~ dioc:u::sion coon c= to oxmu1no 
tho purpocoo of ocllool into :ration. AU t.hc !d.d 11 ·ro tot.".ll.y co.'lvincod 
t:1.ct it1 to3rntion llill occn thot they 1/culcl -,t cchool.in<; ~ :;ood oc t!10 
,,. ito • It 1m::, for thon, n vory oi.tvUC' ...,int : llogro cchoolc, 1..- '1tllldrodo 
of li10tlo 1my:;, oro not ~ 1ood :1 ":dto uc' ool:; , 

I tried to mako t:10 quc:;tion cor:> thooroticol. Suppose l!iooio~il¢ 
ohonld decide to cpond oc J:JUCh D:~noy on No31"o oducotion II!: it dooo on u:d to, 
oo thf't tl'>o tuo oc'1oolc uould roolly oo oqunl , 1/ould tboy otill favor 
into(ll'ntod ochool:;?. For oomo of tho k1do tide poo ;illili ty uno too incrodil>lo 
to nccopt ooriouoly. They could not i=:;ino lll.ooiocippi D:lldn~ No(ll'o oclloolo 
oqunl. fut othoro :;au th.·t t:1o point o; t'·o quo:::t:l.on 110:1 us 11hothor 
into"Mtion IU>.o n vcl;uo 1n itoolf, rpnrt froo OC!Uclity it uould brin:;. 
Feu !dr1::: coatXld over to h::-v-. t:lou:l)lt or it juc• t.lrt lr.'Y1 but n little 
pronptin'J ::ovc t:100 nn idoo . D!.•l tlloy thi.'l!: the t Nc:;:-oor t'.nd 1thi too in 
l!l.oo1M1p:d ro. ll.y undorotood e~c. o\Ol.,r? Tharo v:u; o c~ruo of dooply 
fol t llouo. 'LJOy qui to fi-:utY~y ""' :1 t ted no~ w1doro •:l1ldin~ \f-·.1 tc pooplo 
:1."\Y bo ttcr t: .:1.!1 vhi to people und .ro .ood .;.'lac.. D!.<l tlJOY t'dnk tldc vould 
bo true if uhi ~.,o end l!e::;rooo hod boon coiJJ8 to cc!lOol tozotbor ol, their 
llvoc? Probobly 'lot. I ~r.~o then nblo to ::ot in o philooophic :-oint about 
oduc;,tion. ::duc.:-tion, I oci ' , io ouppoood to :;ivv :x>o:>lo nn undoro:.Cndinc 
of vht!t t.' 110rld is rcoll:· liko, A oc'1ool optoo tb.'lt cloooo jQitllj 1 " "" 
otud:lbto off to 'Ullf tho poo;Ue ia ~heir uorld c~nnot do t~dc . Mid co 
OO(ll'Ogntion do;>ri voc uld too oqu..'1lly ui tl tloeroco. 

Tho civil ri::hto novOLlcnt heN ia notldn:: if not n.r.lbitiouo. Ito 
poll tical :oool tldo otm::lQr i:; to ouot tho lti.cciooippi dclc'!otion 11t tho 
Dococr.'.tic Notional Convention. \To hope to bo ablo to noko tho point 
tht:t t.'lo ro1lli1h• Dot:~ocr:-.tic Jl(!rty hero doo:;~ not roproccnt the pcoplo of 
tho ::toto, t'.nd cort:dnly not t.I!O pooplo wl10 cup:>ort t!lo nntionol tic,...ot. 
(At tho ct to convention recently tl'O =in problca II"..!> !1011 to cupport 
Gold11ntcr \li .hout ciding ot:-,tc ropublicono) . Ho hove formed a di::-oidont 
group, collod th.3 Freed~ Do.aocr tic Ptu-ty, nnd nrc iloldiJI.<; precinct end 
cowtty nooting:; =mel tho ctrto to oloct a alate of dolog:>toc to ao to 
Atlrntic City t'.nd ~cont our ohollcn:;o. At tho once tine, uo ::-.rc tryin~ 
to enroll in tho· Froodoc Ptu-ty at looot 2001000 llcgrooo (nnd uhl to , if nny 
fool intcrootod), in order to do;Jonntraw th.~t thoro ~ t11.1t rmn,y 11ho \l:lllt 
to pr.rticip•to in covor~m;:nt, but OMI'Iot. (On+Y 201000 !lo(ll'oc:J1 nbout 5% 
of tho oll,:P.blo population, h:l., bonn nblo to ro:;iotor) . 

Votor ro(liotrotion ic hot hm'd uork. Toomo of tiro cpond thoir dny:J 
uolldng tho otrootc nn<l rondo , lmocldn~ at ovory door, tolldn , to ovoryono 
thoy moot . They lmvo tvo mooon~:oo : oi.en tho boolco of tho Froodon J)"rty; 
::o do1m to tho courti>O\Wc and try to ro:;ictor. It 1::; not difficult to 
aot pooplo to join tho FrOod~ porty, onco you convince them tl1..~t tho 
bool:o 11111 bo !--.opt ooorot. &lt !:Ottina poople to ro~otor io onotb ·r 
mnttor. Ti10ro ic n oolld \~ll or rcoiotcnco, cm:~poood p.-u-tly of 
opct',y, p.~· or '10polo:mocs, portly of fonr. Fo11 people aro \til.lin,; 
to buck tho or~zod hostility of tho W:dto cor:n.mity to Uo~o votir\!f. 
Sovorol lrundrod pno;ll:l ·~vo gone to t!•:· court: .ouco thi3 cur::r>r, but in 
l"orToct CoWlty thoro aro still only cbout 250 ro-:lc~rod NoCI"''l .. , t'roo 
a population of 151000. 

TlJOro 1-o p:lcplo uho h:lvo triod five, ton, oven oovcntoon timoo. 
Tho ctroy 1. tMt tho white oouthonor rocpootc p:loplo 11ith 311t::a if you 
try oi'trul onou~h you \till convince hiLl you nrc dotcminod, :-.nd then you 
\till 1:1 1m it, 



• ()!o o" our job:: 1n Frcodoo School hA:l boon to proptli'O yo~ pooplo to 
uork 1n voter rozictrotion , Thic lwl boon tho oacicct ;;.nd coot roii:U'dina 
pu-t o ®.r wrlt, l,ot of tho lddD oro oogor to ~rticipoto, and tl,oy nood 
no kind of intollooutol ouppor t from uo; it i;; \/0 who aro lo:imine from thcrt . 
On n.~ttoro like thio thoy arc ronarl:cbly infomtld and co:ont. llo llr.vo on 
ll yoM old zirl n~ Rita. Mao v:10 1o tho oqunl of t.'xl boot of uo. 
At ono rolo-ployin~ coaoion, \dlcn I took tho )X'rt of o Nogro umr.Ulin~ to 
ro~otor, 1 found tl;Yt!Olf uncblo to hold U:> tho nr:ru; tont in tho foco of 
Rita. ~!tlo ' o lo'tic, co::r.10n conco, ::tnd dotor..n.nction , I couJd find no crood 
reason uhy I ax c''\OUld not ro~::btcljl ::nd weo ooltiUilOd to adr11 t tb.:lt I \roD 
oc;:,rod, oo I triod r. dirty trick: I prooicod to zo da~m, but caid I nood 
a ride to tho courthou·;o, T:uc Rita l{::o oaid oho would provide; but, oc 
t:10 rolo pl::yin:: cont1nuoo, •lh"ln cl10 C3lO around lith n triond ina = , 
I h:ld ckippc:xl out and couldn l t bo tOlUld, Rit..~ ll:lo ruotully cdnittod tb.~t tho 
dr=tizotion ~nd ~ noct rooliotic Jndin;!. 

'lo lt::v.:l juct hod a fihood horo , 1hon it roinc 1n t•u. pnrt of tllO country 
it ro•lly rr.ins , ond today \10 had n prolongod cloudbur::Jt u:dch tho totally 
in:doqu.ato OO\ICI'V liON unoblo to hr.ndlo , 1fator on t!:c cidou:Uk ic no\t · 
::bout an};J.~ d.:lep, Tho tooptotion to ::o av1mlin; 11:::; ~o :. tron:r to rocict, 
ond for about fiftcon tlinuto::: tho ctMot in front of tho office \InC lorded 
vi th co:lldn3 civil ri:.:ht:J 110rltora, IN:.ily opl"o!lin.; cbout Md thro11in3 oaoh 
other into tho onJ..v' non- oo;!TC::otod O\r.l. tin3 holo 1n l!i::wi~oippi , 
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