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snuriohnbmum--umtwh but we have been
to busy establishing ourselves in various loca in the lst

onea
seional ldstriot (new ones, I mean] and have all becn working
very hard to fulfill some sort "oy don formo
Freedom Democratic Party. The hoj otal is 200,000 forus,
but with only about 3 weecks to go thed ’ 3 OW
Jaockeon (main) office, Getting the forms invelves canvacuing sll the
NHegro houses in your area (towm, city, rural county m.i. explaining
to the people that the FOP is a new party fighting for civil rights,
explaining the convention challange, and tyyirg to suade theu that
they don't have to be afraid of losing tueir jobs if they sish, Sous
days 4it's terribly dishsartening e- moot can't understand the ®poliths
ios® of the party (precinet mectings, delegntions, seating) but can
underetand the injustice of a system that glves Negroes less pay than
whites working on the saue Jn‘hﬁ{fnr exaaple), Se parhaps § sign. In
Columbus, where for some reason the people are more apathetiio and
afraid (for their joba, not physically, I think) a guod daye
was 12 forms, in Vest Point, where I am now, I have gotten £9 e
urpose of the form is to show the extent of voting disorimination
ipeiseippi, how many people would register if the form were
ticn

simplified and did not reguire the stion of a section of the
Iuaha:l.g% Gonstitu ;aﬂs seotions ). Obviously The regletiny uvan
ask an interpre guarantecing the Writ of labeas

Corpus and confidently expect the applicant tb fail, Vhen we get all
Theoe forms we will send a deleg tion up t¢ the comvention in Atlantd
City and use our forms as the babds D r our contentlion that the Misse
issippi Demgoratic Farty represents ounly a fow white citizens, The
P io of dublous loyalty anywey, and the JDP supports the national
platfora, The 0P Couvention was held o fow days ago, but Goldwater
support was S0 raupamt that they adjourned until the latiomal
Convention, boping to have the best of both possicble political werld
we their delegation seated and the freedom to run an unpledged slate
of elactars, for Geldwaterw, If thelr delegation iem't seated, 1t would
mean real coupstitdon for Wiecs and patronage witudn the state. ﬁ:ﬁ
now, throughout the ctate, the FUP is holding precinct, countyy
distriot conventions, inorder to prepors for & legitlionste onaliisnge,
Haturally the FDF ic open to whites too, but for obvigus reasons we
canvass only in legro neighborhoods,

. I mentionned that we have branched ou$ from Columbus == into the
gities of Vest roint, GStarkville, Aberdeecn, and Tupelo, leaving o
iees Gosgeencionct d1etelev(hieioeioet s Tipe)e T serieiady g

suiona strie seiseipp T
the most dangerous distkdet, (bm uttf- work h.aI. sen mmm H"
we had to open up new counties in the ares. It doesn't look like i'il

be going to Natohes, The town is practically rum by the KKK and our

informants tell us that everyone is araed 0 the tecth =« pubaachim

1ts the depot for illegal aras entering dississippl

, and leave at night, Of course

guns, hand granades.
it uldn't have a ohenod.

only gtalr members work there
f:uu voter registration worker, at this time, WO



-9 -

Hatehes ie in the southwest, in the 3rd Congressional Distrist. Getting - -
back to Vest Pofnt, we arrived here about 2 and a half weeks ago. It's g
pmaller than Colusbus, Our main contaot, o man named Jackeon, ruls a g
Gleuners and is well respected because he epoaks his nmind is a regis-
tored voter, Ve got o church to let us hold moeetings and Freedom uuhwu
(most won't, afraid that they'll be bombed) and found r
r Collede, & ently § terian school on the out lhi.rtl
of town. PONES WO OVe =e ghen compared to Columbusegy Fecple
are otill afraid ffrtheir jobs, but on the whole they more wi llﬂzo
aore ofteny tmn Gnmﬁuﬂ. The reason, 1 buuﬂl. is that there isc a greater
fobling of solidarity nu.m wellibeigg), & greater willingness to
etep out, In any case, the £ we canvasted the main street in the
liogreo section and, because in a group if one signe, mowt sign, we did rn-,r
well, laturally, after a waile one has o canvass door to doer, houss to
house, shack to shock, explaining, questioning, cajoling, and repsating.
lost of the time you on education end jobs, muu'-u old pereon,
on relief (450 per meonth), The hope for n better future (“i'a too old, I'm
golngto die soon*) or a hattur i'uturn for children ("But I den't any
"Thayiro » : », the noed Tor everyoue to sup
aye Ie : b thdwﬂummmﬂntllh
2% "You got to ut tim alone, God will find s woy.") And sometimes I
ve up, and leave a form for them if they decide t sign == kunowing that
they won't. Or at the next house the wommn soyd she'd lie to talk it over
with mer Busband (at work) and I leave a form, knowing I mum't get
back, OF stop at one house and find someones wiw not only neds, but cays
“That's true® or interrupts with couplainte of his own and who sigune sud
meybe takes one for his wife, and a few for his mother and father -- and
who wil! probably return them signed, Tuo most prosperous houses - strictly
aiddle ¢lass sub by liorther standards -- mean probable ggod luck, with
ene major wioe tiun tic coaceds 1o abselilely unsiguable ==
they have o acsociaticnn ong ore
ly contruct, Iﬂ- are so fearful of losing thelr jobs e= and being blacke
listed == that they unanimously refuces Agrecuent, yes. Support, nc. A
teaching salary means toc much, not that its that high, but it means a
manageable exlistence ecounomicmkiy, The worst houses eeshackoee.imegine what
you want, Thae only thing I can say is that no picture,,photegraph especialliy
bat also writien, can uuumh.lx poOriray eseses the dirt, the neat, the ree
signation. The nearest I can draw is imegining that I lived near
the ses, and was always trao sand in the bousey; in the beds =- that's L
the feeling of discomfort I get, but it doesn't begin to describe the pﬂ't
rty. And this is the way geoplg live. That's why teschers don't sign. And
that's why ii's hard to go through the summer, cauvassing, without develope
ing an abruptuesc, maybe even harduess, to peoplel problens, The same @xe
0o 80 often repeated, the same story, saae situation, same smell,
-muhoull. thlrmpumuuﬂgat;tmumumiutmtotmnut

1289 people, = mOre 8a sryi.ng one becsuse this one won't be
mm.mu-rmnmmmmzmummmatmmum
challange draw me on because when I leave that house I may add one or two

more forms toward that goal which represents oo much more,
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, Thn police could scarcely have becn expected to welcome our arrival,.
for days we were fn&qgﬂﬂ% who often cruised by as we were
talking to people on their porches. they began to to u:. with
movie eameras, wiperever we happened to be standing or sititing. Ior example,
I happened to be sitting in front of & cafe and the police drove up. (ne
got out, with a movie camera and started to shoot. Having already been photo
graphed thai morning I turned around, The man got in the oar, it drove up
g little way, and he got out to get me from a different angle, I turned, The
man got in the oar and it drove around the blook, I sat down, Back it came,
At that point I wasn't going to make an issue of it, so I sat there, facing &
the etreet, finishing a cup of godd. The policenban got out, walked into the
the middle of the road, about twenty feect from me, and shet fully three ain
utes of me drinking. the soda, got back in the car, and drove off. The people
sitting pear me were amused, but not really frightened, In Starkville the
polioce chiel threatened to kill the man who was housing volunteers, regalarly
harganged and insulted the volanteers on the street. Cne man paid s Negro
in Starkville to beat up Steve Frazier an the utruut. and Steve escaped with
nhm:utuuhack'bcrw- the man was subdued. In Vest Point & car of mem told
a few workers they'd be dezad the next day and we have been followed by » geng
of men the last few days. A8 we were leaving towm to go to @olumbus we noe
ticed a oar trailing us., Ve mads some turns and so did it. Finally we drove
to the police station and, einmee they are hoping to mamke West Point an exame
. ple of "lawful" control of CR workers, they gave us an essort ocut of town. The
pane oar followed us yesterday as we wore canvassing, but goes to ne pains to
oonceal the fagt that they trail us,
Somewnat heartened by the first response of the comaumity to ouxr presence,
we decided to hold a m.l.:( to explain why we were here and to propagandize
the program, Ve leallébe, posted a few, and had an anasing
turnout of over 200, The rally wen extrencly well, the speeches were
inspirine, and we 2ot lots of forus filled ocut, The police stood by gutside,
direoting traffie and taking the license plate numbere of the sars of thove
who went in, Ve later learned that the poliece had gtopved geveral groups of
whites i ] Pietols -- an
appreciative of the way they handled the protection of the mesting, The editor
of the local nape?, a4 staunch Goldwaterite segregetiomist, in his daily colum
urged (I couldn't deoide whather he wae tongue in cheek, but couldn't really
believe he was) that parents, citing the above example, tell their children
to leave enforeing thae lLaw te police offiecials.
Ve have few illusions about the difficulty of forming a local pelfsustaini
ing movement, In Canton and Hattiesburg where the moveament has been for a long

time, looal pmpWﬂ_ﬂ_m-—m == forming exeoutive boards %o direect
boyeotis Of down - adores, picketing, Trecdom Inys in whuich large mumbers go
to the courthouse to attemnt ¢4 register, and canvgesing (In Hattiesburg ther
nave wur 100 blotk eaptains and are thus able to dn a rm.u:.r t.u.umuan Jnh
HHH thtl&ii lyvanjikhencvouptnelabeut caday pRetoward e
iwn. 5 hi.gu hophe Y, nudch| pesnihosiise J:u:mm
i- & nht 1- i . ; mindg e rltnl nlla-l

Bedndpingec ..tiinnmapt L. Ginihlﬂtilnlt \#tTie DEroon 081
than at night. Considering how many people I had takked tn m hnll mtnd h
go to our first rolly I was very disapoointed waenonly 30 showed up. This time
the police were parked right by the chnw not a few acars of lesgr
slowed down, looked, and speeded up againh precinet meeting ﬁ
S readnt Rewistmation. unlike here where about 10 nesule cover orme Lowfl- and
are lucky to get to 2.1 the houses, much less back 1o them}, It is aufnat.uing
to reach for, but you've got to brsak into fthe feeling that people lave a
net 5t31911" out. First yow let them know _,:m're Hene, mlu.l.ngh -:f: Lé‘%ﬁaﬁi ‘-Lg

= tentative steps

iliariz J.I"l -..hfm with -,uu, tgen you czn make iv

ﬂb with '11 HOL 185, We 1r14 t,;:,*J.nn:”m:t me s J.ng, to begin the P.—uv'
J.D]l» Saturday,
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was the first politiecal experience for those who attended, and we were sure-
that the job of explaining %o them nominations, delegations, resolutions,
xug would be impossiblyly complecat-d. It was {remundnnalr interesting to
wateh and indiﬁE?I?ET‘I'TEiEE?—EI_fﬁﬁ'innﬂta political nature of all men,
Withing ten minutes they were completely at ease and had elected a chairman,

o
secretary, and ten delegates to the district convention in Tibbee., The HkkfL
delegates were teachers, housewlves, packinghouse workers, & toy factory worke
ry, in short, a genuine crossection of the community, an "aristocracy” of merit
and understanding. The county and dietriet eonventions were held at Tibbee,
a small community eight miles from West Point. The delegates gathered from all
over the Firet Congressional Distriet, but reglly only from the five counties
in which ®e had projects and could hold precinct meetings. If all counties had
been represented there would have been about 255 delegates =- 10 delegates
and five alternates from each of 17 counties, /s it was we had stragglers from
counties in which we had no projects, so they got votes too, When the delegat
iong got there we firet held a precinct meeting for some Tibbee residents Who
showed pp. Then all the counties had county meetings where the precineta in
each county gathered and elected delegates to the district caucus, Since Clay
had two precinct meetings (West Point and Tibbee) _they gathered to elect 4
delegates and 4 alternates to the distict meeting e had informed the county
police that we were holding the meeting and there were about 10 cars of them
parked across from the church or down the road. Since most people were coming
as electigd delegates this didn't serve fto intimidate anyone. One worker heard
Rkernxarexyenxfrom®® ask another cop, "Where are you from?" At the
Clay Guunty meeting we elected 2 teachers, the owner of a 6leaners, and a
carpenter-farmer &8 the delegates. Resolutions had been passed &t the precinet
meetings, Most dealt with equal job aid aﬁﬂqg%lgﬂﬂlﬁﬂnﬂglLﬂniiiﬂa. also with
street paving snd repair, efdforcement of the Ulvil RightsRill, and support of
the National Demoeratic Party. Some of the more specific suggested resolutions
#mxit protested against the closing of Hegro schoold &t 1:00 during cotten
picking season (so the children can pick with their parents) and express
support of unionizationm in order to get egual wages for Negro and white
e were several attempts to unionize Bryan Bros. Beat Packing plaikt, the &
t employer in town, in the last 10 years, The first attempts feiled because
the voting was done openly, so anyone whu wanted the union was afraid to vote
for it. The last, a zipzmE secret vote, failed jecause the management offered
anf employees's barbecue and a 5 cent an hourm wage increase, Most people re-
gret not having & union know, ¥ s0 most of the packinghouse workers in West
Point can gppreciate our position that everyone should eign in order to suppor
t the FDPJIAnyway.eeeabout 200 people, ineluding 5HE0 staff workers, showed
up for the meeting. Of course there was lots of singing. The main speaker was
none other than Bob Moses, the leader of the Mississippi Summer Project, who
delivered a characteristicajly soft-spoken talk on the FDP. I wen't use
puperlatives to describe him —= when he was introduced ss the #1 Civil Rights
Leader in the Nation I could gfeel him wince, even though I couldn't see him,
and when everyone stoocd and applaunded, with an embasrassed, pained, happy
pression, he tried to get them to sit down. At the meeting ?diﬂtiiﬂt) 1mmndin
tely following,4 delegates were elected to the National Convenihon, 3 members
to the Ghate PDF Executive Board, and one Presidential elector.yThe meeting is
really a caueus, and all the ﬁelegaﬁaa elected in the county meetings, who
vote for the Exec Doard etec.§t the distrioct meetings (5) go to the State
Meeting in Jackeon, on August 6, where they choese more delegates to the la
ticnal @onvention, Bol seemed to think that Johnson hae agreed to support the
seating of the MIP in return for getting on the ballot in Mississippi == suppo
rt beipg too much to ask and his fear that if the FDP ie seated he might hose
the rest of the South. What a pity politice in the USA 4#= not a trifle more
moral! In any case, I will probably be going to the Btate Convention in
Jackson and will let you know what happens.

My trial for trespassing has been transferred into the federal court, or

oxe
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rented;, g8s Tor oars to
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“et least the plea for transfer is pending, There are so many cases on the

r’l locket that I haven't the faintest idea when the transfer petition will
~ be heard, much less the trial date set, I'm confident that in a fair cour:

t the uhargan againet us will be dismissed

s Dut I'd 1like to at least get
some of the beil money back since ( ser charge 18 unreasonably
While on the subject of money..»s—H0C doeen't have much (if any). u-
though the Summer !*rudue‘r. is npanaurad by C0P0, composed of armun-
tions, OHCC is running the organisation at the graau roots level, This mea
ns that in every district Lptone ‘Iﬂﬂ staff workers are doing 'l:hli VR work,
canvasaing, directing, organiz and are gntt beaten and put in iaﬂ.
The Fourth C ninnll atric 1: worked by CORL, and
was a CuRE T workers Nevertheless, all the nther organizations in 00!‘0
(HAACP,OC1C ,CONE) except SNCC have regular or semieregular means of obtain
ing « GORE 18 furnishing the expense mo ey for all the delegates to
the Nationsl Cogvention. SNCO is, as the nane indiantal, a gtudent Z=
ation, and although mosé of the summer volunteers their own way
are s‘n.ff workers &8 be g.tfi. office sup;lies to bﬁm@t, of.ﬂ.nu to be
pedd for, and all the other thinga teo nﬂ?d
for thet manke the Summer Froject run, We are dependent upon donationsy ¥d
need money. Lvery staff member roceékves the ficent sum n:r 39.64 ===
every two nm. when thpy get s+ The Summer Prn.‘laut -tu.r‘baﬂ 1}‘m
the ground,because of one donatiom, a yrivate one that pe
rason declded to give that money thu:u ww.{d hmu bﬂm Do m
Project urge you all, if you can, to give money to ilUC, and by
direct way possible; by sending m to the Jackeon (ffice lﬂ 1017
ILyneh S5t. Flease make checks payable to SHCCs Talk to your :I'ﬂen‘u about u
8y try to erganise parties. Hemember th-.t the project does not end this
sumner, Stailf workers and many velunteers are steying on to do the same wo
rk they are now doing, and it :;{ be harder becsuse public attention will
not be focused om Missilsslnpd year around, end resistance may be stron
gere If you feel that you cannot afford-te donnte some money you might
consider loganing money to SNCC for bail = workers are alweys being put in
jail on scme charge, and it takes?50, $100, £800%0 get then nut. You will
get the noney back when the case is f dnciﬁ&d; it may take a few yea
rs but 1t 1s as goo. as a bank, except that it doesn't pay money interest,
Htim can arrange a bail fund with ends, you night contact the Jackson
office, and they could contact you when it's needed.
I was sorry to hear that a SNCC volunteer was killed in a ear accident,
and another was injured, a few days ago.
1 have just mui‘ni work thu. two 5HO8 workers from ﬂelun are in

m.nﬁumwlothpr:xe ags on narhu 590 bail
and ancther orm a e of aiding and a ttina&lﬁﬁ ﬂulﬂ er had
registered the car arhiamumdsimnitmmu new
gcars bought 3H00 for the projects 1t had n.r; tugl whiech wer
e unfortunat a few daye out of date, That'u uhat E md.i.:g
bail, sinee their arrest means the cancellation of plans fnr

rur-1 distriets of Olay County today, and probably nr the other uuun‘till
d the week
I'm fine, and mcquiring a bit of s tan, although I hope you won't

think from out in the sun, I'm ‘Hm—fiﬂ too, sinee I take meals at
Mary Holmes, lots of reading, and Jjuet :lmghﬂ ,
a re important book about what hap 8 to the

- who do one well-toedo, how their ues are dietorted by ult-hl e und

a deeire to imitate white minﬁ It's by E. Franklin Frasier, a Negro
socialogist, Also reading scme historial novels, which, dnpit- ry interes
t in history, 1 had never taken up before.

Vuech love,





