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I'm on & bue leaving Miselesipol now feeling quite ureacy belng
among vhilte after eo long; leaving friends, a culture € movement that hae
become & part of me; facling a future after the nhsngpé in and utelde nf me
this summer.

Perhaps you'll finé it strenge Tor me to E&,i;iting to you when I don't
*now your sddresr—- but I do want to tald to ¥ with you and thie 1s the
gecond beet vay. Aleo »riting now pivee me p-chance to review this summer
in pert.

’ And my mind i1s a patohwork of renmori
forme a rath=y rough pattern-multicolor
and white

({ Or had I & polden thread #hd & nee’le an Tire
I'd reave a2 magic etrand/of rainbow desicn-
of rainFov design.
In 1t I'éd weave the peauty of women giving birth
In it I'4 vesve he/innocen e of children over all the earth
oved all the earth
Far over the 'agers, 1'4d weeve ny masle hand
To every human,hﬂing, 0 they vould understani-)

Dear Steve

, emotione and idese novw. It Rox
reinbow deeign ~utlined in black

Ag you know I waulﬁu;koE—d to work as a teacher in the Delta in

Mise., In part this » vhat the tlan wae, Fir=t I went to Ruleville

to help establiceh & pbmmunity center- frow scrsteh, Shelving, roofing
lum'ing, fixing uy & Libeary(the 18: sfe open to Negroe- in the aves,)
cleaning a fleld far a recrestinn area, eptablishing a ocurriculum for
the freedom echool. It wvae akeo Learning how to be accepted into the Negro
Community. e town wae already = tive in the movement. Mre. Fannle Lou
Hemer- who egalnet Eaetland on an independent party - 1s in the town
end had orgénlzed & rocking movement. The weelt before the church had been
burned- byt etill thie didn't slow down the pace. The mars meetings QJumped
in song and spirit.
the police car= the douxe parading up and down tie =treet- the
calls, the Jjeers were ll#uag:rt of this plcture.
Here I lived with a wldow, ie 2 nidwife(had eeversl calle while we
e t ere) and & member of Churel of God in Chriet(which would unt let us

¢ ttend a meeting) and ner eilent bravery is art f ke patchvork deeign,

S0 ie the menory ~f that first night in Miess. &t the end of the city
of Ruleville by the cotton flelde (by poor corrunicatione I was revoved fronm
the other worrere that let night)- snd remembered -earing that unmarked cars
yere Exexsd eeen near ue in .he oity dunp; and ‘hen the lighte weré turned off
ani the Widow was &sleep,... Tear slovly came n me.Bvery shadow seemed to
be of & Toe, every nciee elther a cer driving u to the lsolatec [ouse or
a Bhot op the doge- end rustléng in the fields culckened the fear &nd eo tenee
that the door seesmed to have opened .nd diecl Ctly yee- two klansmen ware
there on the right of the bed.

And the fear xxX terrible beatling heant.

And I resched £ r tle flashligit to have those Klansmen dieaggesr into the,,
curtain and the mirror. Btill almoet paralysed by fear for several fnuges

Untilk the raili;atiun that I wae in Mlse reell it me and the dafinlte
rnnrrirmntinn of why.

the why--knowing Negr-ee-hundreds- have died- ani no one cared,
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knowing people have worked 10 lours a day for ¢2.50

knowing the dailly indignities eo powerful & people have been forced to
endure

knowing that a vicious system had been engrained in thie soll and had
to be deetroyed Af man ie to he free--

yet knowlng that no

from the white northern monied sections cared

exc#pt perhapse some orazy ldsaliet some "second gemeration ra&icals“

HoOmE nummunﬁsts & beatnle," "white niggers! "sex etarved girls,"

“whoree," Ypsychotice"...

Bxcest perhape so-e of the finest ven l've ever heard- Like Bob Mosee,

Vincent Harding, like Staunchton Bind. _

And remenbering Sol 'opee'laegt epecch at the Oxford orientatlion--
Saying, yee he thought the three boys murdergl/and in such soft worde,..

He hae Peen called murderefA but felt ‘uetified in that he did not
agk snyone to do any¥thing he himself waen't doing. =£nd that is(ei-)was
neceesary to do- right to do.

And the fear- though 1t never left me- bDecarne not eo iuportaant,
not eo parslyBing- and the fesr-now overshadowed by the need to &ct- wseé RO
€0 personal, but more for others in the progect, for the legrose who muet
live in Mles. once we left, for the project lteelf.

g SSemes A Deglnning.

Soon noubing wase found in Shaw and 20 kide left. I was the youngeet,
the oldest wae no more than 26 - no one &tnew the pro-lems there, few nad
heard of the town "efore,no -ne wne southern- and we did not Xnow what wee t
there,

Bhaw 18 &2 very small town, sharply difvided into Megro & white sectlons
(as are all towns in the delts, but ere no one crossed over) The youth had
began to oraénlzex- & Misslsei pl Student Union#® but were not sure what %o do
other than talk with beautiful spirit.

I etayed with 5 ot'er girls in & house of 10 gecple two degs, a cat
and an assortment of eseveral tiicusand bugze. Obeckroachees climbed over the
walle till they seemed to be alive with a urlescpboss pattern. Roach egga were
geprained from our cereanl tefore we ste and wele Tried in the teat wsedSom.m
penkdaa. An ants! nert wae in my bed the let night, & beee nect in the ritehen

B w:ags neet in the bedroom.
. The outhouse wae rether iupromtu,

|rrthﬂ water rather scummy. irle left within weel,

And we had quite & nu4turnl erohenge ahead. spAW
And there were had feelings on hoth sides, il
Why should we want to bath every day? Or have esuch clothes? or not pay for t

the food of t e wiole Tamily? go thise family muet have felt.

And at firet there were clashes-- we tried to funigate
titchen or Joke about the Luge. They felt free to uee our commodities or
elotzing or even money. ,
There was & lot to learan, to aceept, to undersetsnd on both our parts un
until it wee no longer
we and they , but us.
and a movement wae bullding.





