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near Steve 

I 1 m on a oue l eavillg li{iee1ePip i now fpelill!! quite l.ttlea e:y beJ.ng 
among h ite &J'cer eo long; leaving !riende, a culturE' ·&. 'llovemE< nt t hat hal' 
becomf a r art nr me; facinF a f uture after ohe ~~z in and •ut~ide n! me 
this BIJ,I11'!ter. 

Perhaps you 'll find it etrPnge for me to be_r itinF to you w~en I don ' t 
'·n ">w :ynur PddresF-- but I do want to tal.d t <> yl)d, •·1th :you and t h i " is the 
at>con~ beet ' "'Y. Also 'l'l'i ting now t' i vee "'B chance to reviev oh ie summer 
in pll t. 

And IllY ~1nd 1e a pe. tci t•orlt of rrp~ori 
f orT"!' 11. rath~ l' l'"UII'h pe.ttern-,;ulticolor 

, e~otions and i deas no• . It tsx 
rn1nbo1 dee1Fn utlined 1n black 

and w111 te 
( Ot l:ad I a " lden ~ead a nee 1~> !I<'> :1'1 e 

I 1 d ee.v- a magi c etl'an of rai nbow desi~ n
of rai .or d E'P1rn . 

In it I' d weavl" the auty of ••-,r:en ~i·Jing birth 
In i t I' d \Pave he innoce n e o~ ohildrl'n ovPr all 

over all the earth 
Far ov r tohe e. t~n· e, I'd ,.eave y L.a 1a hand 
To ev ry hurean/be1ng , so they vould understand-) 

the earth 

As Y'lU kno"' I Y.ae ,.-'JP~~o~ -t to W•)rk ae a te•cher in tbe Delta in 
Mise . In 1)8J't thi q • a.e >.,hat the lan .. a e. F1r• t I 1o/bOt to Ruleville 
t.., hell? ee~a'bl.1!1h ll o6mt!Ull1ty center- t"ro rr e .. !l'liCCL Sbclv1~, roof1n~1 ,,..un 1ng, tir.ing u 1 a L1bra-y(the lf' one open to Uegroe in t2 aree, 1 
cle&IUM a field ~or a reore ti.,n a:o-ea, establier.in.cz. • ourriculu111 tor 
the freedom school. It n~s al:eu !.earning how t o be acce~ ted into the N~Sl'o 
OoorUI.i ty. 1'l\!.e tO'· n \olll.e already a r.1ve 1n the I!!Ovement. Mre. Fann1e Lou 
HB..~.er- who rpn against Eaetland on an i.nde.,endPnt party - 1 ,; 1n t ' e town 

nc hrul ""~-'anized a r ':l c71ng Movement. The w~ek before the o i.Ul'C:!' had b~>en 
burn€ d.- b.l!t et111 this didn't Blow do\olll the pace. The m.a~s met tinge. l)umped 
ill .eon,E' ~nd e p1r1 t . 

4dd the ?Olio~ car t~e do~ e parading up and do~n ~e • tree t- the 
phonw calls. the jee· e WE're alFo part of thls p1otu'N' . 

I' Here I lived. 1-1t h a wido'-· · Sbe 1e a r 1d,·ife(had eever~>l calls \'h11.e >e 
~e t e-re ) and. a meMber of Churc, l)t God in Cbr1et(wh1ch would r..t let us 
s ttencl a coee t1np:) an.d i1e:r s1lent b7'ave:ry ie al"'t .f he pat ehlrlork !le&i~IL 

So is t ·e me l')ry rt that t1ret night "in M.iFB . "' t the end of the city 

~ 
.,f Ruleville oy ~ cotton field~ (by p?or co Jn1cat1one I ~~e r e oved fro~ 

) 
the o'tl,er V~or··pre that let r,_ h t)- Pnd. reu-e ll'bf: red .ear1n;:t the t uru•er'.red cal'S 

\,!' ·ere sn-ct ee"n n~ar u~ i.n ,be o1t:y d•.Lop; and hen 1ihe li~h'tll war& tur .. ed off 
\ an 1 t he *ide\ l-'86 aelH!p •.. tear alo1-:ly came n II'S .Every shadow seemed t o 

t
bF of a f'oP, e.ve,ry no1ee eit •. er a car dr1vin@' u t o the isolate ouse or 
.n eh-· t OJ! the doge- Md rustling 1n the field!' o o.Uakened Le rear and eo tenee 
t! at the door eP.er-ed to have o:pened n.; dis ;:1 LlY ye~>- two llansmen ,, re 
thare on the ri~bt of the o6d. 

~ And t-'le fear 01: terr ible beat1n~c heut. 

I 
And I reached f r t . e t'lflshlig; t to have t hoee .Klaneme~ diea@tesr into t l"..e 
cu~ta1n and t he mi~ror . Still almo st paralysed by f ear t ·r several 1nu .. • 

Until1: 'the realization th•t I was in Uise ree.ll it me and the dA!1n1te 
~ rea!f1r"::8.t1on of ,.: .y. 

And the 1<rhy- -kn<wing llef!l'"'•e-~undrede- have died- and. no one oared. . 
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~ 
knov1ng l!eo;;>le hs.ve vorked 10 
knowing the dally 1nd1goi ties 

endure 

.1ours a day !or • 2 • .50 
eo ~ower!ul a peo~le have oeen !or~ed to 

knoving that a v1o1ous system had oeen enf rained in t his soil and had 
to be &eetroyed if nan is to b e tree--

yet knoWing- ti'..a.t no 
!rom the white northern ~onied eeot1oos oared 

except perhaps eome ortu.y idealist, some ~second generat1 Jo radical s " 
xo11a •coiD!!lun! ste & beatni ·~e , 1 " '~'!lite ni~gerr : 11 ee1 etarva!i p:1rls, • 
"whores," 11 p sychot1oF 11 ••• 

ixceJ t perhap s so- e of t he t'1ne et en I've eveP he ard- LUte Boo Koeee, 
Vincent HardinF, li~e Staun·h~on iind. 
And ""PmE' ·~bering Sob 'oeee 1le.at epe t?.cl: 11 t t!le O:xtorcl orien t a t ion- 

Saying , yea he thou~t the three ooyc murder~and in eucb soft words ••• 
r e lla.e ~een called 1Durderell\ bu 'C f elt .:uet1f1ed in t hat he di d not 

a sk ~nyone to do an)thing be rim~elf wasn ' t doinR. Fnd tba~ i e ( e i )wa s 
necee"S"Y to ... o- ri~t t tl do . 

And the fear- though it never left me- bec~e not eo important , 
not eo parelyl1ng- and ~he rear-now overshadowed by t h e ne~d t o act- w~e so 
eo :>ereonal, but more for ot hers in the pr of eot, f or the ~egro.: e ~1ho mufl.t 
l ive 1.n .!1ee:. onaP •·e lett , :!'or the pr oJect l.teelf . 

.....JS " A beg1nn1ng . 

Soon houUn~< 
the oldeet ... as no 
heoP~<ll ~· the tol>n 
t·~.are. 

was found 
more than 
.ercre ,oo 

in Shaw 
?.6 - no 
· ne w1 e 

and 20 ldds lef t I l-l.i..ll the youngest ,_ 
one knew the p rot lems t here , ~ew had 
sou -:l't< ro- and 1t'e d.id no know what we a t 

Shal i e a vt-r y 81ll8.11 town, al.arpl y d 1f1ded into He~<,ro i: .. ·hite ~:>e clilons 
(as are all t owne in t h e .:l elta , 'but ere no nne Ol'os sed over) The youth had 
b.,gan to or f&ni:.ea- a m.eaiea~ J.i Swd ent UniooJ:. bv.t \•ere not sure "'h&t to d o 
other than talk with beautiful spirit . 

I et&yed >.ith 5 ot er girls in a bouse ot 10 ,?eople 10\o:o de~;e, a cat 
and an aeaortl'lBn t of several t~oueand. cu p . Obcltroache f clir!lbe ll over t h e 
'lo·alle dll they fl.e emed to be alive 1o.'ith a cr i eEcJioss pattern . Roach eaga ere 
strained r~om our ceren1 t e:!'ore we Fte and ~e~ fried 1n the eat aee& ts» • 
,u"ltlre~. An ants ' ne Ft wa e 1o ":t' bed t he l et n1F:h t . a bee" neEt in che '>i t cb en 
a "' Pp6 llE • t in t :t.e b<odrOOi!<, 

,.. le11 a?teu '"'" ,. 1 A ace. The ou-;hou.~P 
the r·atflr rather eau'll.'ny. 'fl.o ar the !irls l Pft tl.tbin 

And ~;e had ctui te a ou1. tu1•al e • c ange a.haild. 
And there were had r ~Plinp~ on JO t b sid E-e. 

was r e tJlo.r 1 .. promw, 
the wee"' . -

Why should ~.e wa.nt to ba th every day? Or have such clothes? or no t pa.y for t 
t he rood or t e wi ole t'amily ? eo this family must h ave t e l t . 

Joal b , .. p u cp;•d ' hhp 
~ And 

ltlllA co 1lt1 1 Jei tag ill Wdtei!l!tt!scy 1111:& ucns m-

~ 
thP ··1tohen or Joke about 
ol•) t Jling or t-ven ~oney. 

at firet there were olashes-- we tried to funigate 
the huge. They felt free to uee our aolllmod1t1es or 

There 1..-as a lot to learn, to ac cept, 
until it was no longer 

~·e a nd they • but us. 
and a moveme n t wal! building . 

to underst~<nd on both our ~art !! u n 




