
BABBI 1L\V A. SOLOJ!P' ARRESTED IR MISSISSIPPI 

The Canton. Miseiaaippi jail was certaiDly 11~ 'l1fY intended dutina­
tion llhc I YOl'WltffZ'G<i to apend tlfO weeka u a Ministei--eouua.U.or to the 
Council or 'Federated Organisation• at&Et and YOJ.wteer• work.iJlg on th• 
M:laaiaaippi Freedom S·:ma:- project of 1964. Yet, that ia wheN I Bpllllt th,e 
firat thNe d&ya ot .lugmJt, elld I think you aa;r oe intereated to lmow bow 
it happened. 

The CoW1cil of Feclentec:l OrgPisatlona ·kno:wn tot- ehort &s ·COPO. 
11 made up of all the Ciril RS.ghta and Local o!tuenehip groups in 
Mississippi. which dacided they must work together to improve condition• 
in tbatJ State. COBE, NilCPi SUN~, and SLC are all cooperating 1n thia 
Colmcll, which is dedicatea to~• major projects: 1rNdom •choola 
YOter Ngiatratio:n and c01111lUD1t:, centers. The llationGl. Council of Chul'ches 
hu been a8l"'fing coro aponaoring so• ol the orientation program and 
NCruit.ing.t.... 1'--'"•i111ng and duiteting IJlin1otei--OOlmHllor■ to aen• the 
Tarlouti COn, gro~a acatteNd uo'Wld th• State. Nov many of the COPO 
people ¥ho cou from 9"1'7 part o£ the oount.r,- an J...,a and ao the 
Natlllnal Co\UlcU of Cbun:ha appealed .tor Rabbinic participatiOn in its 
clergr prog;rau and the CeD.tral Conference of Jmu-ican Babbi.a, in turn 
appMl.ed to its 11tl!P'b4J'&. I ,,.. particular~~Y&ted to Nopcmd to the 
appeal of Dl'/ Conforuc• because of the aho nna that one of our 
member•. Rabbi lrthur LelyYeld, bad been bru y beaten without P1'"00•• 
tion, wban he waa serving u • Counsellor in M1asiaa1pp1. 

Cll1 July 26th, I flew to Jaokaon whllN I ut the Rnerend Warren 
Mchnna, who gm.dad wa thJ'ough a Ml day's o!'ientation and on Tuesday 
morning aekGd me to ,m,k with tht group in Canton. Miaaiaaippi. I 
am.Yea in Canton b7' car at the 0010 headqu.art.ra, a hu1Jd:ttlg called 
Freed.om Bouse, whu. I was cordially Ne9ived. I met the local Nat1o.11al 
Cotmoil ot ChUl'Chea• reprenntatin, the J?AtnNncl James~. and 
began to partic1pat. with~ co,o organisation in a coamnmity education 
)'1"0ject, wh:lch in'fOlftd relJlng on Nigro f'Qtn1l1•• in their boiaea and 
setting up l:29et1Jlgs to d.iacuaa 'fOter rai•~ti.On and political orgazi.1&&• 
t1on. 

The eTening betON 'tq an■inl. in Cantoll, tiff llinistera had COM 
up i'r'Clm Jackeon on a bus, thty ,,_. Terbal1y aaaaulted by a group ot 
hostile wbitea &?id, when they sntered a car, the cu wu trap~ between 
tvo othor stalled or nppoMd diaabl.ed nhiclea tor eom.eth1ng close to 
an hour and a half', while orovda ot white, and lfegroea begc to toZ"ll in 
the aren. FortU:AatelYa :o rtolence took place. tile P'BI wu intOl"Md. of 
the thrllatenitlg ci.tuatio: and 1'1n•Jly a locel police otficor conrilleed 
one of the blockillg cera to IIOff and let the llliniaten pro-c:eod. When I 
hoard ot thie incioent I tbenko(J God that I had been apand the axcit•ent 
and pray-ad ternntl.r that no web itlcidant might Nr 'llrT at&)'. 

On Tu.esdq mol"lliM before our ar!'ival in Canton the group of 
miniotera that had arriYed the night before Ngiatered with the local 
police and 'With the local aberttt u theoe o.t.ticiala requested, they 
war" treated to• lecture onr two hours in length and again I was 
grata1tul. to be spared that ordeal. 

I procffded to maet and talk with mabere ot the Negro COlllllNllitr; 
I also visited two ot the Preedom achoola being taught by colleg11 students 
to belp upgrade the edueat2.ol:l or local Negro ch1l.d.ren and gift th• add.eel 
incantiv• to atud.y; I Tiaited the local eoammuty canter and genvally 
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manapd to eontact • aatiatvina number of coro worken ae well u 
bHom1ng acquainted wi.th mail;, Ioeal Ne,;:re l'am1J1ee. 

Saturday attenioon, August l, I planned to 'Yint uotbel- area ill 
which 0010 1110rkera we. conectrattd, but Satm"day morniJlg tin of the 
young people ·who wae intereet-«l in the n~8tl"&Uon" of Negro llO\lld-be 
wt.er• in the lrffdom Democratici. Party ~ JU..eeiaaippi.1. asked u to jo11l 
tha ill eolic1t!Jlg 8Wlh regiatra~ion.a ill the c1t7 ot canton. We CIU'1"ied 
no lutlete bUt Ol'lly the "P'X eedaa bg1etnt1on tol'lll• and I -... told tbat 
th1a aame &qti'l"ity had been cvr:Led out TU'f_eucceaatul.ly on the prnioua 
Saturday with the Jcnawledge of the local poUce, eo that thv. wu no 
cpw1t1on 1n IQ' mind ot et.aging a deaoutn.tioll or teatlq an Ol"dinallce 
oi- in any w.7 ot • rieJd11g tlie special antqonia ot the local autllol'itiea. 
~ we had been do\lllltown for only • tn ainutu and I vaa inside a bar 
and,grill telk1ng w 80Jlle ot the patrou, I noticed a police car atop on 
the atnet pd soon one ot the yoUDg ~pl• c.- 1n to tell me that the 
poliee had arrested eome of our M.enda vho _,.. worldzlg on the NIM 
TOt.r 11N&iatratian• project. We tha returned. to the PNedm Howse and 
IIOOh -wen followed by two police otticera lllho d•rded that the thrM wbo 
had returned in .Toi.ea car now cou nth thea to police headquarten f'or 
inYU\igation. 

At police headquarter• n lfff8 asked 1t we were all toother and 
we attirud tbat ,.. were. Tilt :,oung TOluntac-a WeN aakecl 1t they would 
Pl'Olli•• nner to do th1e type of aolicitation Ma1A and they said they 
COl.tld not pram.••• The c11;)' attorner and the ®ief of Police had a 
von.terence, at 'lthich ther decided. that all dz of wi ahould bt boOked. We 
VU'e tba tonw.lr booked and placed 1n the jail. 

The t1rat few Jaotira were a:>at uncoatortabl.e, the gil'la were kept 
in a ••P.&X'•t• jail and thel"e waa no toilet pa~ 1D tha oil.la the boye 
occupied. A little later when om- attonur.rat: were ~t-4 the t1IIO d.rls 
were brought and p].aaed 1D a cell next to tha aalJ cell I llhaNd ld.tb 
two -.olunttota, which 1n turn idjoitled the large c.U 1D which nip'O mm1 
vu. kept and illto which our one Negro -.olunteer bad btan place, Saturday 
aft<lrDOOD. we AW our lawyer• bu.t tor m reaaon bail could uot be 
&rr<2Dged tor all mabera of the group at that t1llle and, thereto.re we 
decided not to separate. F1nal1j, on Monday afteraoon we WIIN brought to 
the Mmiicipal Court where bail of $200. each vu poated. aad we were 
reloued. The c-a.ae bM bea NIIIOTild to• Federal Court, b\lt the queation 
of poaa1bl.e remand ta not yet settled. 

Upon reloaae tram jail I ~Olltao't4d ay family who had bNll auttering 
agonies of worry and confuoion. I learned that a membei- or 'ltt1 COD,gJ-eption 
had died and so it vaa neceaaar., after consul.ting with lawyen on Ml>ndar 
ffCling, tor me to fly ba.ck to Nw Iork by Tueada1 IIIOl".ll1Dg. 

This account omits all the interesting details about the people 
I mat, th• jail floor I alept cm, the rDI 1Dteniew, and eo ~, but :t hope 
it connya aome sense of diabeli~ which l still feel at harill& bNn arreate 
tor no cau■e on the baaia ot an unconatitutional local ord1nanN 1n a city 
1D the United Stat•• ot Aun.ca. 'l'rulir, tbe State of Miall11~ppi ia an 
aasing place end I O!lly prq tbat -.r: c ... ..,. .u .,.. emeJJ ilMt 1n the 
aenae of ieolation -which ~u local athorltiea then to an u 1t they 
nre not intep-a].l.y connected to the other 49 States, ud subject to 
Federal law and the protection of the Constitution ~r all men. 




