REPORT FROM CLARESDALE No. 5 July 31, 1964

Yesterday we 924 our firet ocontact with the law—aznd it was our fault, really,
Rather, one of the two contnots was usneoeesery, esxcspt for our driver's foollehnoee.
Yo went to Tenice, 40 miles north, to register persone for Freedom Democrat Farty.

I registersd 26—5 others 4%d 9C among them, proving that I didnit 4o ep badly. The
oouaty up there i8 3 to 1 Fegro, flliterate and scered. Ve were the firet to ehow up
in the county. Geven people I isterviewed could not read or write, so I helped tham
to write the X, ead did the writing for them. Upon leaving Tunica, about five nilee
out, we were etoyped by Eisbwey Patrol, —what ie our name, address, driver‘e lioeuse,
auto title, etec. A4 1little "courteoun" conversation euch as. "We love thed better tham
you—why don't you Jodn the army like I did and fisght for your country?" A Young zzp
vag driving oy cex. I was on the right front—7 in the car. We proceded without
charges. This young waz tends to be & little recklese—he is the Voter leadsr, eome-
wvhat headatrong., We thougbt there was an officer batk a wdys, but shiles omly made him
nervous, 8o of course he was stopped and cherged with driving 24 m.p.h. in & 65 mile
zone. Some of us were diegusted with him, and f£f I ever let him drive my ¢ar again,
which X don't inteand to do, tt will be with some underatendings. Aayway, we drove oz
into town (2 miles to Clarksdale), county jail where the driver wae booked &nd relessed
ot b811~-825.00. Iverything wea courteoue ®rougbont. Put &y cer wae thoroughly
searched, and 6ech of ua wes shaken down TV style for fire arms. Inegine pulling ont
all oy camping gear in the trunk, nut there beside the roadl I am provoksd for the
unnecessary idsntification of @y Iowa car now. ut it does give me & mezaure of
authority with ths kids. I am aow one of tham, In thls incident at lesst.

Bat to eay I know wbet is going on—1I1 don't. There is an undercurrsnt of rest-
lesspess, and no one communicatee with anyone. These are kida. Thay are headstrong,
or they wouldntt be here—colleze age, who think they imow it al11 without discuesing
amonz themeelves, So M2att runa the voter reglstration and the others talkas ordere
gruablipgly, ©Gandy is the boss of she Freedom Schoole—&4 or 3 of tham, no one guite
knows whether they¥ are &ll running or not. David 1a in charge of the Coramanity Center,
They ere all good kids—btut ve:ry eelf-eufficlent, all dojng their Job aa beat they can,
as they see fit, brooking no counsel from the reat. Tutil this afternoon at one o'clac.
there 1g to be a staff mesting. It will be a good one. Of coursm we nesd one anyway,
becense Martin iutter Tinz will de here Wpsnesdmy night, and Frsedom DAy is nplarned
for Auguest 11, There has to be some planning for each. The leader of the group,
Lefayette, who is hald sn high regard by all, but ${gnored beceuse he doeen't give
leadership, 1le nowhere tc be seen moat of the time. ¥ am eure he mnst be Yusy, and
Yvomne is efficlent 26 office hose, but no one commnicates or correlates or integrates
the project,

{Later). The d8y has prograzaed avd = meeting of the eteff was held. After steff
meetizg,fvonne, our office @2l, askwd iorla to ran the etore eo she end some others
could go to Memphls over nigtt for a well.deeerved rest. I Zuees we are in,

But the etaff meeting wae intereating—heated at timee—I1 took notes. (1) "Segre-
gated” perty the nisht before, attended by a local vhite moderete. Does the etaff
epprove? Apparently not. (2) Should white fomales do voter conavasseing in the
Oountice? Home and mother-hood seems to mrecinds. {3) Matt, the driver of uy car,
arrested, reported shat h1s speeding was a tactical decision, that we were ehadeowed
by othsr care—3idn't the group think COFC ehould pay the fine? Yes, but he was put
on the pa for erratic driving. (&) The long hot enzmer bas its effect on a1l our
feelings-—not enoush etaff meetinge, not enougk fun together. (5) Freedom Day, Anguat
1], and 10 minieter, not 40. Fach steff volunteer is to write Lhis own pastor and
notify local preas of the Freedom Day. We will hold another staff moeting Monday, and
some of ns (me) =rs to visit vith Bea Colline, the chlaf of police "end a had ons” about
Preedom Jay. There wae more. It took lote of houre and freauent ehoute and f£inger
pointing, twt i1t wasn't eo dad,

Mondey, 4nzust 10, I am to preack at the Jerusalem Paptiet Churck, My hoett!s
church—be o hich up in his lovmen's mowvement, eo this will be quite & thing for him
—firet time a white man has preacbed there., 6unday we will attempt to g0 the the
Xristian Church,

—Frezer A. Thomason





