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H11 Darlings 

COFO Community cent~r 
Uo.x. !>47 
Shaw, ~isslssippi 
July ~.J.. , l9G4 

Your letters have been grea t, and 1 r 9all y enjoyeu reMdng ~:hat 
Jeff had to say. It r eal.l.y aid sound like him~ but I quest:l.vn 
how well he knows his own r eac:tions when he S<>iU tho.t he ~ould 
not have aone what I am doi n g now. 1 think thc.:t i~he hau had 
the chance, that he would have felt that he coulu ~NOT do 
tl\is. 1 would be a lot happier here if I felt that I 11ere r e;;.l ­
ly useful, but I do feel that my work here is necessary, 
even though I am not really competent. I wish th~t I cvuld 
s t art over now, knowing that I woul d havv ~o lit tle time when 
I could work, and so much busy work t)1;.t UIJISt be done. I ·t vee:Js 
that I am no closer to having the ~ibrary r eally usabl e t ho.n 
I was two or three weeks t<go. 1 t really make:~ tne wi::oh tha t I 
had had more time to get the ~ibrary into slu:.pe before I hau to 
open t. But M~. Bradford ~qs bound anu uetermineu thAt the . 
l iora ry would be open on the·s unc'lny when t he pi cnic VII:) "' he~<.L 
here. So it was opened on sche<tule ;.nu it is no more r~<>ay now 
than it was then. IN some 'I !i)'S , it _is in worse shape tnll.n 1 t 
~as because 11.0y arranging that there wus i s gone now • 

. 
Paul wr•te and said thot .Diane t;ra,du!Ltes on t he :O<.:nu c.nu th~> t I 
am invited to ;. p11rty at t;heir home that ni~lit I:)QU tu ~tc.y ov;,r ­
night. Then he mus t leave for home t lle next u«y . so I <~m t;diing 
t o tFf to get out of here on the morning of the 29th, m;.ybe 1:1. 

l1 t tle earlier, depenuing .on the situation here. I f II uu leu ve 
on a morning, 1 will get home at 8 some thing the next night 
f r om St. Louis . You might be able to check on the s chejule . I 

- am loe ry anxiuua to get home t~nu see everyone--Paul e:x.peci~:~.lly , 
but Jackie, thegang at the churc&_ Jan, Jcm Phillips or whatever 
her last name is who i s President of -Oenver Friends of snec, ana 
my dearly beloved family . Who kno.,·s , m&.ybe I wi l l ev" n :> t<tY home 
for a while, for a change. But I do want to see pa~ -- we h<~.ve 
both been writing very lonely l etters, lilltl I think both of us 
need the assurance that the other poes exist· a6d i sn• t just a 
wonderfu~ d roa ... An d it o.ppo<u•s th<>t he will. not b e :i.n "'chool 
next year, he got the highest 0 in his accounting clhs s , his 
final test &l"ade was higher tha* the grc.de s of some people who 
got .A 1 s for the course, but the fact re111ain 11 that it gees on his 
record as a C and he needed a B to stay in school . No\; 1 i n order 
to stay, he Hould have to get an A in math~ &nd hec uoe~n•t thin% 
that he can. Damn. You and 1 know t hat he knows the !Uliterial , 

_ he knows that he knows lt, ·the teacher !mows that he kllO~I S it, 
but hie grades don't show how w~ll he knows it. 1 HATE GRADESI 
1~ he cannot come back to school, he WlilltS t v get a Oob {n co!o,. 
:r.-\Jo and get reddent status . l'm not sure what h~s ~ 
Fol Ks' rea c tion will be to this suggestion, though• They may 
•ant hlm to :;tay in CIU c.no work I:)Q(l live 11t home, but 1 hope 

t hey don't. Eoonomicially, 1.t ill a stut:id ide11 for hiiD to go 
to Cal; he woulu be saving them all kinds of money if he could 
be classified as a resident of Coloraoo . But they ~ have the 
t i nal s&y . N~ not sure Oust what 1 would do it he uia have to 
s tQy home . ~ wuuld, of course, be very tempted to go out there 
anu ~vort<, but 1m not sue how smurt an t dea thlat is. I Just do 
not like the i dea of spending a year away from him, this sum­
mer has seemed so long and lonely. I just cannot face the ioea 
of epena.ing that IIIUCh time away from him. Am I just being se.l.­
!'!.eb? 

l hope t ba t =1 reques t fvr a truck-load ot stutr will not place/ 
anr unoue hardship on our buddies at the church. I hate to put 
th~~ on the spot. The onlf problem is thkt U1ere is no chance 
f or r eall y c11angi.ng this situat ion in the south unless the Negro•• 
can have an effect.1fe voice . And the onll_PURRENT chance for 
such a voice seems to be the Freedom Democratic Par~. Even if 
"!\' !'Y N~t;!'O h the state passed t he test un his f irst try, it 
11o~:lc t<:.Ke mc.n· ears for all or them tu ll . s ter at t he 
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present riate. The Freedom Democratic Party o1'1'erll tH>llle 1•ea l 
poJli ticc.l power now, and thus it offers a chc.nce for tlle so­
lution or some of the exist1D8 problema. 

Last nlgl'lt 1 relt lil<e HELL, sp I Nent l'lome at 5:40, 1r you ·will 
believe it, and went to bed. I slept untU ~obout o tilis mornini(, 
then woke and ate someth~ng, wea~ back to sleep, and finally got 
up at about 7c60 this morning, feeling much better. I had bad 
cramps about t111o weelt.s eithe.r early or late. ll.r.y~my body has 
decided to signal me ..,nen I am ovulating. It hur · •~· but it could 
be convenient someday, when I am married and am e1 er trying to 
avoid getting pregnant or trying to ge t presrumt. Either is pos­
sible, I am sore. 

I was talking flfl one of the guys on the loclil football team today; 
he is 19, a senior in High School, the father of two illegi­
timate ch1ldnen by two different girls, and he wants to set mar­
ried to a third girl. I guess i .f I ha d ~l'Oim UJ> in this kind 
of atmosphere, I would be in the same boat, but I must. confebs 
tba t my middle class ethics rebel at the very i dea. fie 1·1as 
quite frank ltbout it; . l only hope that UIY true r .. elings cl1dn(t 
show through. I don't want anyone !;o know how I feel ~.>l.x>ut 
it, 1 realize t llat it 1sn' t their fault, but it doe:> shock ~>nd 
hurt me that such a situ11t1on could eaist . · The ,;~od trutu is that 
there is no reason not to; it isn't a q,uestion of re1lpect or 
or love, it is merely recreation. · He frankly sdd tlu.t he 
wouldn' t marry either of the girls, anu he seetAel!. to 'be .. urpri :;eo 
when I answered his question by saying that no, I didn't h;.ve uny 
child••n. ~ 

Today was the first football game of the se.,~on fur the loch! 
Negro High School. We went, those of us who >leren' t in Jackson, 
and 1 t w&s the i"lrst ti.:oe that ali)' whi <-e " tu.u. u t.tcnde<.:. t.n<l <;:>..;.m..;o;..s_.;.... __ 
No one took our presence for granted, but 11e 11ere apparently 
welcomed and accepted as people. It was a fun afternoon, eve n 
if I do have a sunburn. But this evenin~ w~s u different story. 
Sevc.-al. ot tbe Vul.unteens llent,6 over CICI ,S tho school. .ror the 
traditional spaghetti dinner after the gHme. {I wasn' t among th e 
group.) The principal of the a1eh School refused to admit them, 
they would have to talk to the Sup.erintendent (white) who lives 
about six miles out of townlbefore they could be admitted. This 
was dlacussed with the loca kida; they decided to boycott the 
school l~ch program next w~ek as &·protest about their refusal 
to serve ua. ' 

I just talked to Mom on the ~hone; it wasl good to he~r her voice. 
1 hope that she w~sn1 t burt that I cut. thv cunvers~>tion short; I 
was Just afrdd that there was some call that ahould be coming 
t~u and I had had the line tied up for li long ti~e. lt really 
wasn't anything personal. 

Two days ago, '18 were favored by the presence of the Bastgc;te 
Singers from Kalamazoo, Mich. They were aoud1 to s•y tbe least. 
~o, I hadn't heard of them either, But I rea~ly enJoyed them, 
and it was ~ally mllrvelous to t~olk to them. They CHme to our 
post-massAD eting party at the center; one of the~~ even 
stayed t o th bitter end with~ us, aing1Ill b.Jlll playing his 
gui tar. It w&s great fun, 

In the afternoon, we bad schedtled a workshov at the center. 
It turned into a Pied Piper- type Ji&ra ue through,t the » treeta 
of tile Negro sec tion or Shaw, gatherin& kids of all ai:Jiea and 
uescril,!tions (brown sltln, d&'rk brown eyes, b.Jld bluck hair -­
all descriptions) and singing througl the streets. It was fun, 
ana I am just sick that all ot my film wi.Ls ~~~~t~~ exposed by 
then. Then 1 had to go lind lose one roll of expoaed film, I 
don't even know which ot the two rolls it ~as. But either one 
had at least one !~replaceable picture on 1t. I will wait un­
til I get the s6cond roll developed to try to replace the pic-
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ture.s which can be replaced. It is Ju" t too exvensive. to tr.:1 to 
replace all of the pictures that I took, the~e were too many,. 

This letter is ama.zingly long. 

I am really looking torw11rd to getting home. I mhs the ~leather, 
the peopl.e, 11nd the attitudes. Anel I want to get .... ay from the 
deadening sense of utelessness that I find here; th~· c~n find 
no point of departure, no matter how hard they try. Maybe from 
somewhere else, I can better see wha t c~t.n aud must · If" done, and 
can devel•op • l)'ste111 of necesaa;cy prioritielio lie;re I c<m' t. 

• 

.. . 

. . 

Love, 




