d R CUFU Community Center
Box 547
Shaw, slississippi
July i, 1964

Hi, Darlings

Your letters have been grea t, and I realiy enjoyed resulng what
Jeff had to say. It real.y aid sound like him, but I yuestiun
how well he knows his own reactions when he said thet he could
not have aone what I em doing now. I think that if he had had
the chance, that he would have felt that he coulu npt NUT do
this. I would be a lot happiler here if I felt that‘l were real-
1y useful, but I do feel that my work here is necessary,

even though I am not really competent. I wish that I cuuld
start over now, knowing that I would have so little time when

I could work, and so much busy work that mpst be done. It weeus
that I am no closer to having the library reslly uscbie than

1 was two or three weeks ago. It really wakes me wish that I
had had more time to get the libraery into shupe before I hau to
open t. But Mr. Bradford Was bound and determined thuat the
liovrary would be open on the & unday when the picnic wa = he.u
here. So i1t was opened on schedule and it 1s no mure rescy now
than it was then. IN some vays, it is in worse shape than it
ras becuuse any arranging that there wus is gune now,

Paul wréte and sauid that Diane graduates on the cinu anu that I
am invited to a party at their home that nignt anu to stuy over=-
night. Then he must leave rfor home tie next way. Lo I am gding
to tyy to get out of here on the morning of the 20th, maybe =
little earlier, depenuing on the situation here. If I uo leuve
on u morning, I will get home at B8 some thing the next night
from St. Louis. You might be able to check on the schedule. 1
—am Pery aniious to get home anu see everyune--Paul expeclzlliy,
but Jackie, thegang at the church, Jan, Jan Phillips or whatever

her last name is who is President of Denver Frienus of &MEC, anu
my dearly beloved family. Who knows, maybe I will even stuy home
for a while, for a change., bBut I do want to see Paull -- we nuve
both been writing very lonely letters, and I think both of us

need the assurance that the other does exist amd isn't just a
wonderful dream. JAnd it appesrs thot he wilill not be in zchool

next year, he got the highest C in his accounting cless, his
final test grade was higher thah the grades of some people who
got A's for the course, but the fact remains that it goes on his
record a5 a C and he needed a B to stay in school. Now, in order
to stay, he would have to get an A in math, and he uoesn't think
that he can. Damn. You anu I know that he knows the material,
he knows that he knows it, the teacher knuws that he knows it,
but his grades domn't show how well he knows it. I HATE GRADES!
1 he cannot come back to school, he wants tu get a gob in Colo-
reuc and get resident status. I'm not sure what his XEXKXEX
Folks'! reaction will be to this suggestion, though. They may
‘=nt him to stay in Cal ana work ana live at home, but I hope
they don't. Ecunomically, it 1s a stupid idea for him to go

to Calj; he would be saving them all kinds of woney if he could
be ciassified &s & resident of Colorago. But they do have the
finul say. I'm not sure Bust what I would do if he ulu have to
stay home. I\ would, of course, be very Leumpted to gu out there
and wor«<, obut\I'm not sare how smart an fdea that 1s. I just do
not like the ides of spending a year away from him, this sum-
mer has seemed so long and lonely, I Jjust cannot face the icea
of spenaing that much time awvay from him. Am I just being sel-

righ?

I hupe that my request for a truck-load of stuff will not placef
any unaue hardship on our buddies dt the church. I hate to put
the= on the spot. The only problem is that there is no chance

for really changing this situetion in the South unless the Negroes
can nave &n effectife volce. And the only CURRENT chance for

such a volce seems to be the Freedom Democruatic Pnrj{. Even if
every Negro Ip the stute passed the test un his first try, it
gonle toke meny vears for all of them tu e revizteread at the



present rate. The Freedum Democratic Party offers souwe real
poiitical power now, and thus it offers & chance for the so-
lutlon of some of the existing problems.

Last night I felt like HELL, sp I went home at 5:45, 1if you will
believe it, and went to bed. I slept until about & this morning,
then woke and ate something, wel§ back to sleep, and finally got
up at about 7:50 this morning, feeling much better. I had bad
cramps about two weeks either early of late. Mayle my body has

. decided to signal me when I am ovulating. It hurtg, but it could
be convenient someday, when I am married and am elther trying to
avold getting pregnant or trying to get pregnant. Either 1s gos-
sibley, I am sure. :

I was talking bbb one of the guys on the locul football team today;
he 1s 18, a senior in High School, tne father of two iliegi-
timate children by two different girls, and he wants to get mar-
rled to a third girl. I guess 1f I ha d grown up in tnls Kiaod

of atmosphere, I would be in the same boat, but I must confeus
that my middle class ethics rebel at the very ides. He was

quite frank about it; I only hope that my true feeiings didn(t
show through. I don't want anyone to know how 1 feei wlout

it, I realize that it isn't their fault, but it does shock and
hurt me that such a situation could exist.- The sad trutua is that
there is no reason not to; it isn't a question of resjpect or

of love, it is merely recreation. He %rankly sald that he
wouldn't marry either of the girls, anu he seewed tou be surprisea
when I answered his question by saying that no, I didn't nave any
chiideen. I

Today was the first football gume of the sewsun for the local

Negro High Bchool. Ve went, those of us who weren't in Jaesson,

and it was the Tirst time that any whites hau sttendeu the gumes.

No one touk vur presence for granted, but we were apparently
welcomed and accepted as people. It was & fun afternocn, eve n

if I do have a sunburn. But this evening wes & different story.
Several of the Volunteers wentg over oo the school for the

traditional spaghetti dinner after the gume. (I wasn't among the

group.) The principal of the High School refused to admit them,

they would have to talk to the Superintendent (white) who lives

about six mlles out of town,before they could be admitted. This

was discussed with the lacai kids; they decided to boycott the

::hoal lunch program next week as &a-protest about their refusal
Serve us.

I Just talked to Mom on the phone; it wasf good to heur her voice.
I hope thut she wasn't hurt that I cut the converssation short; I
was Just afrald that there was some call that should be coming
thru and I had had the line tied up for a long time. It really
wasn't anything personal.

Two days ago, e were fuvored by the presence of the Eastgate
Singers from Kalamazoo, Mich. They were good, to say the least.
No, I hadn't heard of them elther, pPut I re enjoyed them,
and 1t was preally marvelous to talk to them. They came to our
post-mass meaeting party at the center; one of the guys even
stayed to the bitter end withg us, singing and playing his
guitar. It was great fun,

Tn the afternouvn, we had scheddled a workshop at the center,

1t turned into a Pled Piper- type para ue tibroughf the s treets
of the Negro section of Shaw, gathering kids of all sizes and
weseriptions (brown skin, dark brown eyes, and bluck hair --
all descriptions) and singing through the streets. It was fun,
end I am just sick that &ll of my film wus f£FELSY expused by
then., Then I hud to go &nd lose une roll of exposed film, I
don't even know which of the two rolls it was. But either omne
hud at leust one Ilrreplaceable picture on it. I will wait un-
til I get the sécond roll developed to try to replace the pic-
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tures which can be replaced. It is ju.t too expensive. to tr; to
replace all of the pictures that I took, there were too many,.

This letter is amazingly long.

I am reaily louvking forward tu getting home. I wiss the weatner,
the people, and the attitudes. 4ana I went to get away from the
deadening sense of uselessness that I find here; they cen {ind
no point of departure, no matter how hard they try:ﬁbgfyua from
somewhere else, I can better see wha t can and must done, and
can develop a system of necessary priorities. Here I can't.

Love,

_; Judy





