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r);,"' 2505~ Fifth Street 
Meridian, Mis·e 
July :30, 1964 

Dear Friends: 
The cycle has repeated itself, Godot-wise (or am I betraying 

my ba<:kground too early in the letter?), and I once again find 
myself in the ~OFO office with nothing to do (despite some 
raised eybrows in ~hicago) but answer the telephone (non-violently) 
and write letters and read (llaldwin) and get m:, three and a half 
hours sleep when my turn comes,' By now, I'm getting used to all 
sorts of names begng thrown at me, either from angry telephones 
or speeding cars, but I must admit to having been taken somewhat 
aback last week when I was out canvassing (trying to get people to 
.fill out Fr11edom Registration Forms, which will be our main 
weapon at the Convention: for the time being, regular voter 
reg.istration has been dropped): it wasn't so bad seeing parents 
(white) runni.Jlg .frantically into i,a the street and pulling their 
darlingly pure sons and daughters off the street and behind loc~ed :TI[ 
fences as they saw us making our way down the road: in fact, it 
gave us something of a feeling of power, for the whole scene 
resembled so much those in the movies when everyone is running 
from the escaped tiger or the impending cyclone.: a,;d what could 
be more powerful than ·an escaped cyclone? Anyway, the surprise 
was jl'et to come, after the "1ouths had been let oub of their 
confinement and had been permitted to follow us (at a safe distance, 
of .:::ouDse: we not only smell, we also oite) on their bicycles: 
ther. amidst such literary witticisms as "You dirty white people" 
(we weren't sure who in our crowd this was referring to, the 1~egroes 
or the whites) came a long volley of "Yankee go home!" 

And they say that we '.re "Communist inspired," 
Besides such insigiiT!icances as that, Meridian remains calm, 

with the 011ly real offensive oeing launched against us at the moment 
being economic: some of the people who are housing us have lost 
tbair joos . .out throughout the rest of the state, churches have 
oean ourning so fast an~ so often that I've been unable to count: 
or.e was completely destroyed yesterday just a few miles outside 
Meriaien. 

_ School continues. My math class continues to stumble along 
(with the teacher stumbling along either ahead of or behind the 
rest): we tromped through infinity, a bit of set theory, the binary 
system, that match stick game made so famous by Marienbad (which, 
for some unfathomaole reason, never happened to get to the 1~egro 
the~~er in town), and.a few other such things. Finally, we got 
an1.;.,her teacher in who is able l;o tach (teach) algebra, and the 
class was divided today into the two s.ectioris that it was originally 
in-ended to be. So now I'm teaching ALgebra II, whatever that 
coi,sists of. Actually, I've decided that it must consist of at 
least imagi.Jlary numbers, so that's what I began with today, Things 
seem to be going smoother now, although the class as a whole Se&ms 
to have an aversion to the concept o! graphing, which I fin<U,'filiable 
to eradicate, since I myself was always somewhat alienated by the 
process, which required the ability to draw a straight line. 

French continues to go pretty well: we missed two classes 
this week because of a general assembly of the school and ohe 
arrival (unexpected) of two moveis from Jackson, one on the Freedom 
rides and one an abridgment (it seemetl) of a movie version of 
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•.,_ ;aul.kner' s Intruder in the Dust in which the~le ~~om~w 
lost. Oy.r activitiesi~rnenc have been. centering muchly about 
Sartre: A.&st week we read twith great success) The Respectful 
Prostitute: most or the students seemed to think that Sartre had 
portrayed the South pretty realistically (although I find parts a 

1 of the play somewhat far-fetched). We had some good discussion .. ~ 
on the play, centering around such questions as to whether judgments 
made about LiZ,zie (the heroine)(who was condemned by everyone in ~ 
the class) stemmed from the fact that shw was a prostitute or r~om 
her submission to the "white power structure," '.No one seemed to 
feel that her being a prostitute was particularly relevant in ' 
making a moral judgment of her, which I felt to be a sign of 
pretty good insight into the play, We also got into some discussion 
of the problem of non-violence and self-defense: almost everyone 
in the class favored self-defense when faced with death, Al!~outh 
everyone here agrees with non-violence as a political tacti8, 
very few of the students I know seem to accept it as a "wa;y of life." 
We started reacling ,~o Exit today: we:11 .get that done tomorrow. 

Most of the rest of my time has been sepnt (spent) in a constant 
battle with the mimeograph maching, in an attempt to put out 
the "Freedom Star." (our answer to the Meridian Star, which is just 
what you'd expect a small southern newspaper to""'bej. ilso, in about 
a week, delegates fep .fl'om allot the Freedom Schools in Mississippi 
will be gathering in Meridian for a convention, which requires 
plMci::-,i:; and organizing, And this week, the Freedom Democratic Party 
has oeen holding Precinct meetings in Meridian: the county convention 
:! 5.. tomorr ,w ni-ght, 
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and oither 11\Y' own personal temperature •or that or tho outside .,,orld (or both) 
seom.s about 103, so I'll h&ve to out it a little short. '!:he !min rurposo of " • the con-vontion waa to bring together the "leo.dors from thlJ studont ir.o-vemont 
o.11 ovei.- the sto.te, and to tui.-11 ,out a. .platforin. The renults were mixed, and, 
porho.ps r.iost important for ue, ah0'1'od us what the lmkk wonknesseo had been 1n 
our toa.ohing progrrun. I wn.s opera.ting tho mimeograph machin(;O for r.iost of 
tho convention, 11nd so I didn't gat to sit in on too'.l:me.IJY ·or the llltletinga, but' 
I did see onoul!',h to surpt,:'ise 1lJO about isometth1ngs. ho most diatul"bing wo.s 
tho problem of foreign rolatiol\s: it was only througn-ono lo.at :u,cond speech that 

tho group didn't COl!IO out in 8Upport of tlie ltonroe ootripe, demanding that 
,he US put non-milititry presBUN> on all Littin Ainorioan ooun~iAs dOD.lint; with 
Coll1!lt.ni~t natioM (this, the students fe.lt, did not contradict the idco.l th4t 
the 11S cup;,ort only countril.'o which wore supported by tho ~jority of tho people). 
Ana ulthouc;h it d!.dn' t oomo out in the final platform, there llll.s a. i;.res.t deal ot 
anti-Cuba oentL-r,ent, oi'ten voiced 'by the &IIJl'.O people m,o iruiisted thc.t the 
J?.lantations in Uissiasippi ,mould be divided up among tho i"e.rmera lor rather, 
the worker:, on tho farms) and that there 'Bhould be a g,tarante11d $3000 a year' 
income, for all oith•&Mo In other words, tbore \7IUI e. groat deal ~ i.-,eondstonoy, 
both r:ithin indi vidue.l jltudents and among the convention aa a ttholo, and, o.s one 
mii,it expect, the dogree of inoonaiatency waa proprtional to the distance the 
particular iscue lay from their own ilmlediato lives (ie, the degree to which 
they had to d&pend on radio and television and newspapers for their infornati'on). 
l<I would say that in the future, more emphaiaia should be put on "non-Civil-

ights" o.reu. • 

Woll, there'e lots more to say, but I really' co.n't say I'm in aey mood 
at the mo::tont to go e.ny i'urther wi ti). this letter. U ia.-., a a I get a oho.nae 
to'l't'ite ago.in before I retu.rn home {vm1oh ie unll.1cely), I'll tell. iou a.bout 
it o.U ,'then I r;et ba.oJ,;. I plan to be arriving 'in New York either huradey 
or Frido,y, Ausust 20 or 21 or whatever,it iso It•a pos~ible that I'll be 
going to Atl11ntio C:1 ty for a da.y or two the following llonday• d oponds on ,mat 
plc.ns C0FO h4s for demonstrations, eto. It ia alao possible that I moy get 
sont h0ln9 ,eo.rly, ainoo they a.re enoour~ging people to go homo early to help 
put pre11sure on oonvention d.algat,es. l' OU?! or f~-ve people wero sent homo 
yesterdey, but I doubt that ~•u "going to 8.ltk &n:/1 more teachers to loa-ve, 
111.noe our last -elc ia. pret~ 1~ortanto • 

l'ete 




