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It was, wu&J)II!JJtic P~oject polic;r to talc~! literatell do.-n to 
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the Courthouse too1 1\ Registrars we:rre auppoa d t o take down t;be 

names and address ee of such people: 

, IlL E. -rv a Ill J 
To 8Jl:Bwar your quaation about jus t11')'1Dg tne r egl.stratl.o ( o,..- , 

of illiteratas--a1m~le; tha argument of both COFO and tha 
l!'ederal Government{ uphe~d. I believe, b;r at least o~ court Vi~~ 
case to Misstssipp1 in the upper-level Federal oourts r ia that ' \ d) 
the education which M1s siss1 ppi provide s for Negroes a s been and ~ 
is so grossly i nterior, both 1n gener al and i n r elat ion to t hat . 

, . provided for wh1. te e i n Mi ssiss ippi, that 1t i s complete ly unfa i r 
· to disqualify a Negro on the basis of lack of education. Such 
woul d amount to 3ustifying the continuation of a system by the 
effects of t hat s ystem (!or we view inferior education an d t1s­
franch 1sement as part ot the same s ystem), we~ek 1e prebbj ~a4 
»eaa.-' 8 Beele·11 J,Jb1nce it' s M1ss1es1pp1' s fault that the 

, Negro can't read, M1ss1ss1pp1 shouldn't bet~owed to hold that 
against him . A reinforcing point 1s that, part1ou1arly in 
recent years , illiterate whi t e s have be en registered ~~thout 
question in some counties; to bar Negroes from registering in 
those counties for reason o! illiteracy clearlT viola te s the 
l!'ifteenth Amendment, that t he r1gllt to vote shall not be denied 
on account of race. .A.nd f 1nal1 ;yf: I don't know if OOPO quar rels 
with the basic idea of a literacy test in general 1-rbere a decent 
education ta nrovtded and non-d1ecrtmtnat ory a pplication 1s 
praottced , but in Mise1s s1ppi the test is ~oat entirely a 
vehicle for d1stranch1a1ng llegroea and therefore also violates 
the l!'i!teenth Amendment in practice . 0~? 




