
J obn Stevenson Merillien 

Dear >.other, 

Seems like a long time since I've 

"""' sure when the last time, I wrote, 

July 28 

y 
written, although I'm not 

Been very busy the past week & a half, jrying to arrange precinct 

meetings for the FDP 1n the rural parts pf the county. Very dis­

couraging work, lie weren't able to get any ohurohes or homes in 

2 of the precincts & fried to hold thea in town - but no one 

sho~ed up. Thtpeople in the country .:lfe much more scared than 

here in the o ty. 

!Ehank you very ~•oh for the bi~thday present. 

Tomorrow I hove another'11e~t1ng w1.th the youth group rrom Hart's 

church, Also coming ore two local tlegroes who have been activo in 

the movement, It shoul.d be interesting. 

The summer is going so fast, already the end of July, 

I'm awtully afraid of what's going to happen after the su~~er 

is over here - after the Philadelphia case, I think !'lost "law 

enforcement" officers are afratd of doin~ anything while all of 

us from the north are here, but that after we leave they may crash 

down very hard. 

we ran into a Justice of the Peace down here the other day, & he 

gave us a long spiel about how everything is fine here, everyone 

.happy, Negroes making the same wages as whites, getting just as 

good or better schooling - "but we just don't want to eat with them 

or sleep with them". And all of bis tight-lipped deputies standing 

around - one said" I wish I was President. I'd declare war. Get 

everybody over 15 in the &J'll!Y, That'd get things cleared up". A 

strange place, 

Say hello to everyone, Love 

John 




