
[11 

Door people, 

COFO Com nun1 ty Center 
Box 5'17 
Shaw, :,ussics1ppi 
JUl.y 28, 1964 

lease for5ive the ce.rbono, ~ut I hQ.•1e NEWS. For obvious reasons, 
t:11s cr,not bo re1.ooaed for j>Ubl~c,.t1on, but I am reo.lly thrilled. 
'.ihe r-:1os1sa1ppi Freedom De:nooro.t~.c :'c.rty, r11r rrom being Juot a­
lot of hot air 11ith no rool cbanoo to do an$j;h1ng, has beoo~o a 
real force 1n national politics. 

'::coterd$.y, James Fomnn, one or SNOO' s bis wheels, co.me throu{';h 
bri:re on his way to another town. Re tallted with us for a el-ort 
t1"'le about our s1tuat1on here, ,1hich 1s 1n k1nd or a _ees. ·,;e 
criped that the ~reedom Reg1otrat1on 1e now t.3.king needed force 
m,.."y :from the proe;ra.o here in Sha.1-r, end t1iepeople bho we had been 
using here ,-,e~ ··e1ng transferred to Clevclllnd, the county seat 
or this county, to work on c;cttin5 signatures or people who want 
to register in the Freedom Do:aacratio Party. They tol~ us (For­
mo.n and one 01' his aides) that uw FD:P has become too 1mi>ortant 
to allow anyone to work on an oosy schedule 1n another Jart of the 
sum~er project when they could be wor!t1n{5 on Freedom He{5istr·:~1on. 
Even rcGulAr reg1atrat1on io be1r-r; s1d.otro.cked. And wby? ?:,occ.use 
l'lash1ngton is worried. 1'herc 1·mo a supposed 11hito House le.::k that 
the Ac;1.".\in1strntion was consiQ,er1nc; se:-t1n.e; both delee-,ations from 
?-:1asiseipp1 and e;1ving eaoh 1'.alf of the votes that are normally,. 
alloted to the state 1n the Democr~t1o Nationa.l Convention. So 
nov ,1e Jw.ve a chance of boin{; a roD,llJ effective force for the 
people who a.re beinr; denied the r1&i.t to vote hero in the 11Sov­
erc1e;n stete of lt.iss1ss1_pp1" a.nd ltho 1•rant the right enough to risk 
the1.r Jobs, the1r homeo and. their l1v·s to assert that right. (I 
apologi~e for t~.c.t sloppy oontence, but maybe you can !1gure out 
what I ,-:it to se,y.) Thero now ~ppo,:>.re to be a l'eal chance t'b.G\t 
tho Nei:;;rc,a who have been conto.cted by the aum:ner :ProJect m::!y bave 
reprcsen~~tion for the rust time o1nce ~econ~truction days. It 
aeema to "!le to be ,1ort.h the s.'.!or11'ice that it has onused the other 
parts of the proJect to =ko. I only hope that the time spent on 
13ett1ng core Freedom l'tae;iatration for.1s will not 1:1rove to be 1·mated 
t1me; tb;:?,t they may really i,rove to bo e. fo,:,ce ~ the Conv.ent1o:a. 
Tho ree.eo!1 that I am telling you this 1s t~t o.ll of you cnn 40 a 
lot of GCCd if you can write to the deletrJ3.tos fro:n your ot.D.te and 
ask tho::i to sup).)Ort tho oo~t1n.e; of th.a Freed.om Democrats on eomo 
baa1o; t~ey deserve the cc~~co to bo he~rd, and tbey oo.nnot apook 
by ~n-y of· the 'b3l2.ot no11. l?Z..::: \SE d? t!11G, 1t lllSY makd all the d11'­
fercnce 1:1 tho wo:::-111. to t.hooo :,eoplc beo.,,uao they do not have the 
cb,o.ncee th.cit da do ~nd t11oy ,:'Ult ti,z;;i. It looks l1ko thie is thGir 
first r::-~1 chanco to epeak, and I ·.:ould hate to aee 1t ~;o.eted. 

Thero are several aide 1seuee at stake. The t41esiseippi Democrnt1o 
Party baa cndo cle::ir tbst it t.ntem.a to oupport, the Republican· can­
d1d/:l.te for President 1nateau • tho man thnt they will nomiruite 1n 
Atlant1c Clty at tho end or / .. ·uat. The Southern Negro c:,n expect 
no help 1'ro;t :hrry tol:'."·•,,_tor, ~ut tiloir ott-te' s "o1'1'1o1al" pcrt1os 
pl.An to support bi! . •r~e bi,. ower:; 1n the at.ate are reruein13 to 
11ocopt scats in their deloc v:on to tho Convention bocauso they 
do not wnnt to be involved in the b:;>ttlG tor eoate. Thero ooemo 
to be no really e1'1'-ect1ve oppoo1tion to tho eeatil)g or the Froe­
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dom Democrats. No one who opposes it 1a willing to be involved 1n 

- a r.eal battle and everyone who .favors 1t 1e really willing to tight. 
But,_ we need yoUJ:> help. so. if you could write to tbe dele&1tes 
from your state a.nd ask three more people to do the s~me and then 
he.ve them ask three of ymm their friends to write e.sltln"3 for sup­
port, then eo~cth~~5 m~g~t really be acoompliobed. A l1s~ or the 
delef;lltes can be ootained froc tho Secretary of State, Washl.ngton, 
o. c. .. 

L:l.st n15ht we held. prec!nct 0:ld county meetings tor the towns of­
Shaw, Ilound Bayou, Winstonville, and Cleveland. The turnout was 
fair and delegates were elected to the D1str1ct convention llh1Ch "- •, 
w:111 be held in Greem>'ood (I think -- maybe G-reenville) on Sat-
urday or this week. Theae peoplo are learning politics in the 
cest o:f all possible ways; by DOillG~ I th11lk toot it 1s sr.ea.t. 

' 
To my friends 1n Denver; please send s. truck•full of clothes and 
food dO\.'?l here between tho 16th;{ e.nd the 19th ot August. \'le plan 
one last big push at that time, a kind of Freedom Week. There 
will be e.ll kinds of things going on that week and \~o wa.nt to em­
phasize the fact that there is concern and support in the North. 
To everyone else, if you are ;,lanni~ to send o.nything down, please 
try tQ send it so tbat it will arrive at that time. ,-re want to 
close with a b~ng, and the pI'QJeot ls planned to close offioi~lly 
on the 21st of the month, if r!!Y information is correct. If it's 
not, it won't be much later than that. I plc.n now to leave here 
on the 21st, perhaps 1n the mornine;, or at the la.test by the d!lt 
morn1ne; of t'b.e day aftor. By my bus schedule, I should arrive on 
tlie 22nd ( if I le 0 ve on t'he morn1ne; of the 21st) or tbe 23rd.. It 
,:111 be good to be home, I think. 

I wns asked if there 1•.•ere any oba.noe that there would be a recap 
aosoion or the ProJect. It doesn't seem possible beoeuse or the 
eophasis on the Convention, and I haven't heard or any plane for 
one. It tiould be good if one could be arl'allGed, b~t I think that 
tho time could be better spent playing lobbyist and p1c.~eter at 
Atlsntic City. If I had more money, I woUld..lX like to so, but I 
s;uess tbe.t I can wait until I !}et to go as a dele€'}lte or better 
yet, as the "Fe.vorite Dl,',uchter c.;:.ndide.te from m.y etste. OK? OK. 
Ba.ck in the box. ~ . 

I th1nlt tho.t I v1ll oloae the Joint letter at tb1a point by oo.ying 
thllt tomorrow looks to be e. busy day. lhe East.gate SinGers (t !a 
haven't heard ot them either) are goi~ to be here fore. workshop 
in the afternoon a.nd e concert in the ovening. It w1ll be n brcclt 
at any rate, and th1s k1nd of a progra.111 should be goon tor getting 
local support.. 

Ri! !he trip to Jackson w~s essentially µneventful. I enjoyed 
tett1na ~-.:i.y. It was aleo cood t~ fa~d out t'hz.t ~ could still 
attr~ct ~ little male attentiQn (there haven't been an;r elig~ble 
ones e:round here) but I wou1d hs.·;e -pre:fered to hsve the attention 
.in smaller, moi:,e hesitant doees, One e;l.!Y walked up .!l,nd sa1d, .-s:nd 
I quote, "Row would you 11.ka to s;;end the night with .n!:'211 Anotht1r 
pledged his undytne; love e.·.,out thrsa tiDJes en hour, 1nterrup~in5 
:oy conversations with oi.her .,eople to ca.y, "You ltncw, I love this 
girl," t,. third, who ws,e mnrried (or re,ther is) said that he wished 
that he were 1n Paul'e place, that he wouldn't hove let me come 
do1·m here alone. Incid.entally, ell of these guys 1'Tere Ne.:;ro, but 
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I' ::i selfish enoui:;b to thin!( that any >.h1t.e guys who might hove 
expressed e.n interest were Juet cut off by tbe length of the 11ne 
on my left, 

dealt for 
three 

Actuelly, th1s d1d happen. I 11P.s stucl;: at the reception 
a while and they eee::ied to thir,.ll thsti!:ilnce I didn't have 
ac:a:C! ll.l'!!lod 5U!\rde surrounding ::o, that\I was fair f31!.tue. 
fun for a whdle, but I did sot tired of tt. 

It was 

I'd better go, I' •ie got a.not.her letter to finish,. The pictures 
are l~beled as to the number of copies that I want of each, and 

os to where they were t~ken. I haven't put 1n anj na.:nee of local 
Nearoea, those can wait until I get homo. OK? 

• 

Love, 

~ 




