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Bishte T Virit

MEETING FLACES TOUGH TO F1ND IN HMISSISSIFFI

(Gretchen Schwarz, 20, the Sunnyvnle girl who is in Mississippl this summer
workin- in the civil rights movenent, wes jailed for the third time this week. She
rnd four otherp were charged with having too meny pamssengers in en sutouolile,

Later relsased, they now fare on their wey to Atlente where the Demoeratie
Freedom Farty will =ttempt to unseat the regular dissiesi pi delezation at the
Democratic Party Convention.

Gretchen, dasughter of ir, and ilrs. John Schwerz of 1358 Franchere Flaed, sent
the following report to this newspaper.)

Shortly efter three of us moved d4nto Indlanols, Wiss., we bagan looking for
a church for our meetings.

Wispissippl Beptiet ministers (Hegro) =t “heir convention in Canton voted un-
enimcusly to allow ua to use n vacnnt Heptist schoel.

Often when we secured = tuilding for a freedom school or olfice, we have to
rent.

Landlords frequently withdraw leasscs or eviet us »ith little resson and no
notice,

Loenl puthorities found a way to thresten cur use of he building. The Mire
depertment threatened to condemn the building unless we get 1t rewired.

On the inside of the sechool things =re slways busy.

Fred Winn, our communications man, tuilt the tookcsses which line the walla.
They ere filled with claasics, good medern novels, books on Negro history snd
sone non-liction.

There ig en old piano on the stage. Teen-angers gather here often to sing.

When we hold mess meetinge here on Thursdays, the pzcple overflow onto the
porch and lawn.

At youth meetings, teen-agers discuas what needs to be done in Indiencls, snd
what they can do.

The Kegro Masons meet here. dinisteras hold preyer asetincs for {reedom e:zch
&mm -

Ta:n-agara do caligthsnics snd play basketbull with vworkers. There is juitar
pleying as we =ing freedom songs. [leachers hdld clrsses for motherzs ank) for
children. At nizht there are lit recy end voter registration classea end instruc-

tion inVegro histery.

$h5 people who come are eager to learn sbout the movenment snd s'out Megro
higtory. They want to learn to read snd write. They want to see who else 1s
interested. They want to have fun.

Then we heard that the bodies of the three murdered workers hed been found,
we becase very quist. I had the feeling of & hesvy welght on my chest.

Three men have died for the freedom of Hississippi's people.

Pregident Johnson is willing to risk war for freedom in Southeast Asie
What will he do for the freedom of people wmuch nesrer to Lome?

iy only hope s tHat those three wen did not die in vain.
Negro high schools here have all been built since 1954. The Supreme Coutt
deeision in the rest of the country seant equel sduecation eon only be had in the

same school. In Mississippi it meant thet “ecroes should have schools,
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fmlevill Negro high school library has an encyclopedia which studente are
rnot allowed to use. There sre =o other books. There are sas =nany as 80
astudents in & elass.

There ia a street hare on which 1 worked.

At the Zirst house - two roomg, unpainted and very neat - a j-year old in rags

pame to the door when I knocked.

Her mother told me she heg six ehildren, works in & cafe 12 hours e day,
gseven days s week and nakes $£15 & week, and"gets by."

At the next house, the children were nset but ragged. Their mother told ae
she tands white children for $15 par week. bher six children don't ses her until
evening, btut she needs the money to feed them.

Other people on the strest work im the fields. They earn §3 & day when
theras is work, which is about 50 days & year.

People at hose can find poverty in Alviso, the Filluore District, perts of
Jjountain Yiew,

Let's not think how to write soulful descriptions of it, tut how to get
rid of it..





