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~ights ~orker Writes 

MEI!:I'IIIG PLACES l'OUilli 1'0 t'ItlD IH UISSlSSifPl 

(Gretchen Schwarz, 20, the Sunnyvnle girl v:bo ia in !Uoaiesippi this a=or 
"orki11- in the civil rigbta move~.ant, we.s j ailed £ol' Uia third t.illle this week. She 
r.nd '!:o\U' others were ebtlrged with havi ng too llllln¥ passengers in an auto..;o\.Ue. 

Later t-eleasod, they- now "trre on their way to Atlante. wheN the De.:Doct>atic 
Freedom Party will • tte:11pt to uneeat the regular !.!issiasippi dele;;ation at the 
Demo era tic Party Convention. 

Gretchen, cbtughter of . .tr. ADd .we. John Sehwtrrz of 1)58 Franchere Pl.Jlce, sent 
the following report to this newepapor.) 

Shortly el'ter three of u s ooveli tnto looiaoola, oliss., we began looldi!i t or 
o church ~or our meetings. 

·"'1esisaippi Baptist ministB"'II {llegro} at ··heir convention in Canton voted un­
I!.Ilimousl;y to allow us to use " va cnnt :>&ptiet acl>ool. 

Often l'lhe'1 we. secured e l:uildi ng for a f reeliolll school or o.:'fice, we have to 
rent . 

Lnlllllorc\s frequently- wi'tbdrew l oesus or evict •Js ., i-th little reaeon ~;~nd oo 
110ti.ce. 

Lqcnl authorltba fouro a 111\)' to threa.tcan our use of he bailding. The ::ire 
depn~tment threatened to condt~~~n the building unless we g·ct it rewired. 

On the inside of the school things • re eJ.IIays busy. 
Fred V'dnn, our eommunioationa 1lltrn, built the 'bookcases wbicll line the well s. 

The:r are filled with classics, good modern nov<lls, books on ltegro histo1-y a M 
soue non--fiction. 

There is an old p~ano on the stese. Teen-.t1gers gn~ber here of ten to siii8• 
l'ihen we hold Mas mee-tings bare on Thursdays, the yaople overflow onto tbe 

porch rulll lawn. 
Itt youth meet~s, teen-agers diacu aa what needs to be done in IIJ11anola, e.nd 

nbat they can do. 
'l'be tlcgTO •latoons meet here. JJ.niatera hold pr;ayer .1eeti n,s for 1'reed01a eu~ cb 

Sa tw,"<l8y. 
Teen-egor13 Llo cn.liath~,nics tuld pl.4y baaketbull I'd tb ~ orkers . 'l'her~t is ;:uitar 

plnyit~g as 1te sing freedom songs. J'eacl>ere W d clrsaea for motllers enQ for 
children. At night there are lit.,-racy end voter registration classes and lnetruc­

ti.on in iii' egl'O histGry. 
!be t>tople 11bo come are e3ger to learn al:'Out. the movement aoo a' out ~gro 

hietory. They want to l.:.arn to read end nit... 'l'bey 'Rtnt to eee l'!bo .Use is 
int!!rt!G+,ed. They Wllnt to btlve !'un. 

llben 11e heard tbnt the bodies of' the three llUl"'lered workers had been found , 
we becn..ee very quiet. I had tbe fealins of a heavy weight on my chest. 

Three men have died for the treedom of ~saisaippi ' s people . 
Presitient Johnson is willi11g to rl,Rk I'I1U' for freedom in Soutl'least Asia 

'libat will he do for the freedoJD of people urucb nearer to home? 
r.l;y ooly hopa is tliat those three lllen did not die in vain. 
Negro high eoboola here have all ·oeen 'ouil t since 1954. The Suprllllle Coullt 

decillion in the :rest or the aountry .neant ClqUal ~ucation cnn only be bad in the 

s tuae school. In :.tiaa1es1ppi it meatn, that Megroes ahould have schoolS. 
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Rulevlll llegro bign school l1 brary bas an encyclopedia whlch students arce 
not oJ.lo\1rlld to use . There ue -;o othet: books. There ere as M !ly as 80 
s t ude'!lts in a mea. 

There is 11. street here on which 1 worked. 
At the !'irat bouse - tY<O rooms , unpainted a.td very f\eat - a. 4- year old in rags 

c11111e to th11 door when I .cnoaked. 
Her mother told me she has s i1 children, works in n eef e 12 hours a Qey, 

seven d.nys B. week and mokes $15 a wsalt, nnd"gets ey.• 
At the nel<t house , the children were neat ~<ut raggod. Their :uother told me 

she tends white children for Jl3 par week. ber six ebildren d.on' t se~> her until 
evening, but al:ie needs 'the money to 1'eed them. 

Other f'SOple on tl\e street work in the fields . They 8arn $3 a Jay when 
there 13 work, which is about 50 days a year . 

l'eople a t booe can i'ind poverty in Alviso, the Jl'i.ll..,ore Distri ct, J:lll'ts of' 
ulounto.in "i E>W . 

Let ' a not t hiok bow to WTj,te eoul.i'ul de11criptions of it, but how to cet 
rid of it •• 




