
~·A·A·O•P· }lewsletter, Galesbupg Branch 

~o t;he Editor: 

Canton, Mississippi 
J~ly l 7, 196~ 

I live 1n a slll!lll town, Canton, Mississippi with about four 
Nog,r')eS t-, evecy white• The Negroes outnc.aber the whltes, but the 
writ~ people still run Canton• The Negroes are a/raid to try to 
vt.te beo<Jase of' wr.at might happen to them· Bembs have been thrown 
at th~ QCFO Office, a church and two houses• People have been beaten 
and noth1ng has been done by the police to stop this• The Negroes 
here are boycotting the stores to protest these things· 

A lot of people don't know the truth about Mississippi• ! 
iash wore people would come here and find out the truth about this 
state and try to do something to help the Negroes here 1n Mississippi• 
Our schools are overcrowded· On an average we have about forty-five 
students in one class roow• I hope that this will change in the fu­
ture· 

From a boy, Age 14 

To the Editor: 
We don 1t have a good school in Canton, M1ss1ss1ppi• We have 

good desserts for lunch• The books are not good because the pages 
are out• Our clothes a.re not good• Here in fltl.ssiss 1-ppi, churches 
have been bowbed • 

From a boy, Age 8 

Dear Ed 1to,r: 
I am a negro girl• I am ll years old· I am going to Freedom 

school• I have learned many interesting facts• Someone attempted to 
bomb the FreedO'll House, but the-y were not successi'ul • But a church 
was bombed• Nobody was hurt• The church. is on Walnut Street• About 
the three Civil Rights men who are miesing--they have found s0meth1ng 
1n a r:t.ver • 

In the colored section, there are no sidewalks, but 1n the 
WLite section there are sidewalks• One of our teachers told us 
wli:.y a song is so impol'tant • Re said there were about 50 peo_ple in 
j&.U • Two white girls were in a cell by themselves and with a boy 
in another cell they started to sing• The police were friendl-y to 
them· After they go out they were put back in• The pol ice asked 
them to sing, i'or them· 

To the Editor: 
I live in Canton, Mississippi• We don•t have good schools in 

Canton• We don• t have desks or lunches• The books are not good· 
The pages are out of them• We don I t have any lockel"'5 to put our 
th1ngs in• We don't have ~any erasers or c];'ayons• The white and 
cclored people can• t worsh1p together· I hope someday we will be 
free• 

Frorri a boy, Age 12 

The letters above were assigned to the children 1n one or the 
Freedem School classes taught by JoAnn Ooiman from Galesburg, Illinois 
in Canton, Missilc'sippi chis swn.,,el' • The names of the children who 
wrote these letters are being withheld at the request or their pa~ 
ents, who fear reprisals• 
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MD~ ABOOT MISSISSIPPI: If you a,re interested in bearing more about 
t'.lA life in "the Closed Societ:y" of Mississippi frOlll a Ne~ro•s 
point of view, hear Mrs· Aliso~ President of the Jackson, ~1ssiss1~pi ( 
Branch of the N•A•A·O·P· speak at Carver Oente~, at 7:30 p•m• on 
F!'iday, September 11, 1964· Tickets are 75,j for adults and 35si' for 
e';ui!ants and may be obtained fro,,, s_~ Executive .Bcaru member or at 
the door that n1ght· We mw.t charge admission for this particular 
speaker as we are sharing the cost of her transportation up .fron, 
Mississippi with two other local chapters• A prog.ram o.f Freedom Sobgs 
by Professors Douglas Wilson and Fred Newman will be included• 

THE MISSISSIPPI PROJECT: Several mernoers of' the local branch have 
received lettel"S from Brian Leekley and .ToAnn Ooiman, the two Knox 
graduates who participated in the Mississippi Sll41mer Program a.fter 
the local chapter raised their subsistance allowance• The M1ssiss1Qt1 
Pr.g_gram is bei.ng extended into t-he winter and we are happy to report 
that B-rian and JoAnn ar-e among the 35 college students out of the 
hundreds who went to Mississippi, who have ~olunteered to stay on 
and continue their work there• Joann has done this at considerable 
personal eicpense, reinqu1shing a gr~duate fellowship in History at 
John liopkins Un1vers1ty in order to continue teaching her Freedom 
School stUdents in Canton, M.tssiss1ppi • Brian writes of many ambi­
tious construction projects now underway which will require addition­
al funds, and the Galesburg Chapter will be contacting you soon on 
how you can help• Both Brian and JoAnn write of the great need :ror 
cloch1ng for all ages of t;he "forgotten and neglected people of 
Mississippi", so if you are prepa.r1ng to get rid o.f s0<ne old clothes, 
hold on to them as we are planning a clothing drive for Mississippi 
in the near future• 

THE TUTORING PROGRAM: Plans are already underway to repeat another 
successf'ul year wltli our tutoring program for junior anq sen1or h1gh 
school stUdents here in G,._lesburg• Registration forms for the 
tutoring program may be obtained from any member of the Youth Group 
or £r0n1 the various churches• They must be :returned, either to 
Mr· Lehmann, Educat1on Ohai.rrnan, or Mr• ~1alone, Di:reoto:r of the 
fouth Group by the 20th'of September• For further information about 
the tutoring program, you may call ~r• Lehmann at 345-8976· 

IMPORTANT: If you are not already registered to vote, please do so 
1.mmediately• The Voter Registration Of1'ice in the C'lty Hall is open 
~rom 8 a•m· to 5 p•m• ~onday through Frida:y• If you reed transporta­
tion to get down there, or someone to watch the chil~Mn while you go 
down to register, call Mrs• Settle, 343-5584, or rilt"S • I.ehlnann, 343-
8976 and arrangements will be made• Deadline for regis,tration is 
Ootober 5, 1964· Besides the all-important preeidt.?ntial election, 
there are also many il'lportant issues of vital interest to everyone on 
the ballot, so BE SWRE TO REGIS'l'BR .\ND vcrn;, 

S'J:'ATE CONFERENCE OF 13F.ANCHES: October 231:Q., 24th and 25th, Waukegan, 
IlJ i:iois • This is the o,e~;;ing where the state officers are elected 
aud we will be needing delegat~s to attend, so pl&a.se give thought 
to the poss1oilit:y of attending this l'nee'::lr:g• 

~**REGIST&R••~OTE***RBGISTER•*•VOTE***REGISTZR***VOTE..,*RBGISTER¼** 




