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TO: 
FRO/.!: 
RE: 

Freedom School Dir ec t ors 
Dan Wood and Gloria Bishop 
freedom Schools in llu.ral i.tadi son Count y 

July 15, 1964 

School ope ned off iciall y on Monday , July 6t h, at St. John Church (Valley 
View) and at Pleasant Green Church (Sharon} 1dth an enr ollme nt of 25 and 19 
stu dents , re spectively. Since t he f irst day of school , en roll aent has increased, 
and, presen t ly , St. Jolin hns bet1110en 40 and 60 stu dents and Pleas ant Green between 
30 and 35. 

At St. John the age r ange i s seven t o sixty-~eve n. The stu dent body i s di­
vided into fo ur age groups , and eacl1 te acher i s ass igned t o one age group which 
she or he te ache s for t he entire day. Much t o the s ur prise of the sta ff , the 
studen t s begged (and 1110 do mean begged) fo r a fo r eign language - any foreign 
lang uage. l'le re a lize t hat we can not begin t o teach the stu dent s a foreign 
la nguage and ther e i s S01118 questi on about t he advisabili t y of including a foreign 
lan g\lage in a Freedom School Curriculum . fbwever, the student s ' unbelievable 
enthusiasm made it impossible for us J!Q.l t o teach a fo reign language. Except 
io r t he addition or foreign la nguages , t he curricu l um i s essential ly th at given 
t o us at t he orient ati on pr ograsm in Oxford , t hough t he emphasis on various sub­
je cts might vary wit h t he enphasis given the se s ubj ec t s in t he curriculum. Our 

• curi:ic ul wn consis t s of ci t izenship , Negro his t or y , Encrl i sh , reading . math, and 
foreign languages . 

We are t each in g t hese s ubjec t s in time bl ocks of an hour each . llowever, 
qui t e of t en , ci ti ze nsh i p a nd Negro his t ory ta ke more t han an hour , especially 

1hon t ho di scussion for t he day is "unst oppable ". On paper our sched ule is as 
ro1101vs: 

0 :30 
9 : 30 

10 : 30 

t o 9 :30 
t o 10 :30 
t o ll :30 ........ .. 

Citizen shi p and Negro llis t ory 
English nod Reading 
Library and Conference s 

(During t h:\s hour , stu dent s selec t books from the l ibrary and re ad them in school. 
\'le se t nsdU, nn hour for silen t rea di ng , becau se l ivin g condition s in the rurals 
mnkc reading diffic ul t i n mnny homes. Also , we have found tha t we can better 
emphasi ze t he i mportanc e of rendin g by making it a part of our school program. 
Lot us str ess t hat t he library is t he pr~de of t he school. Student s , rather t han 
t eachers , se rve as libr arian s . During lib r ary hour , teache rs hold conference s 
with stu dent s and give • spec i al help t o student s who can not read or wri t e. 

l I :30 t o 12 :30 •• .• •••••• LUNCH 

(Studen t s bri ng l unche s t o school and eat rd t h t be teacher s . This gi ve s 
opportunit y t o socialize with t he students., t o play games with the m, and, 
in st ances , t o teach t hem folk danci ng, whf"cb t hey seem t o love, 

Math 

us an 
in e few 

12:30 to 1:30 
l:30 t o 2 :00 
2:!)0 t o 2 :30 

.......... 

.......... 
Foreign languages (German, French, and Spanjsh) 
Clos in g Session 

(This period is spent singing Freed om Songs and enjoy ing programs sponsored by 
t he students.) 

We have begun h'Ork on a newspaper and hope t o se nd you our f ir st paper by 
next 1-qeefc. 

• 



The organ ization of the Pleasant Gr een Freedom School haa been aetermined 
largely by the composition of the stu dents. There are th ree general age gr oups in 
the school: the adul t s, from ages thirty t o s ixt y, number about half dozen or 
more; the tee naoe gro ups range f r om t1velve t o nineteen and number about a dozen 
and a half; and t here are less th an a dozen children under twelve. The t ot al e~ 
romment ranges daily from twenty- five t o thirty-five students. There are fo ur 
different self - contained classes: one f or the adults, two fo r the teen age groups , 
and one for the younger set. The school day begins at eight-thirty in the morning 
and runs until t1110 in the afternoon. The day is begun with a brief general ses si on, 
including announcement s, prayer, and Free dom Songs. Then t he general session 
is broken down itrto self - contain ed classes f or the entire morni ng. 

The adult class is working prima rily on a citizenship curriculum wit li emphasis 
on the Federal and State Constituti ons. Included in t his class is a time blo ck 
set a side for. adult literacy. The t eenage group i s divided i nto two classes. The 
successful establishment of a 1\J!lrking st udellt rela ti onship in theie two classes 
,~as done thr ough an emphasis on f orum discussions using th e ci ti zenship curriculum. 
f hc incorporation of Negro his t ory , reading , and writing i s pre sently beino 
initia ted. This week \ft! began devoting t he first hour and a half t o Negro hist ory , 
wit h th e entire student body attending a lecture given by one teacher and t hen 
ind ividyal groups of students discus sing the lecture 1dth their respective teacher s. 
Spec i al ~ea s of interest, such as math end science , arc sched uled t o be covered 
in the af ternoon when studen t s divide up in accordance with their relative interest s. 
The youn!Jer <Jt'Oup h.is been t oo sciall to be included in t he school other t h,m on 
o bosio reading level. 

The Pleasan t Green teacher s have been concentrating on ga i ning a classroom 
based on the students ' interest and mi>tiv.iti on , lettino the students str11cture 
the type of CUl:rioulum t o be covered. There is a problem of being able t o extend 
the Freedom Scho~l prooram over the enti re six hour s . k !lowever, with the inclu si on 
of Ne(Jto ilistory lec tu res , thi <: µr cblem nay be overcome . T11e ~tu.dents ancl t he 
•t a!f at ~1easan t r,rcen arc no\'/ Iv ,r kin:i on o netv~,)8.)er one\ hore "ul l y , Ille ivil l be 
able t o to nrl :,ou ClUr fir• t pa;,er b11 next ,~ck . 

IIII/II//II/I////I/ 

L'le hnve "ncount ci:ed o number of ;,r obl cr.u, , of cour ~e , but sonc of the t:1 Y.~re 
unc:<;,ectc d .. ne. . T!lo ;>t < bleo :ix t hat is of IJTeate st concern t n u, i s t lte lac t, 
of intcrc ~t on tho i&rt cf olc!e_i: boy:: in the Freedom .;chool s. Althoug:1 tlley 
trequen t th e :•i:ccdqo lllluse and di scuss wit h 11s here , th ey do not atten d t he schoolP . 
Poo;>le in t he connunity el<t>lain their absence from school in term s of the farr.i 
chores t hat t he olcler beys rr.ust porforT.J each day . Also , must of the boy . aze 
dropout s and J m:-t the word "sc hool" fal 1 t. deafly on t !ieir e ars. We can not do 
anything abaut t heir fatm chores , o.f cour se, but we do hope t o better use t he 
tine that t hey spend ar ound t he f'11.'ecdom llousc . Dan l'lood , E. J. Bris !{er, and 
rhil .. harp (Comnu.iit y Center) are 1101~ wor!cin::i c,n .vays to pull tll o oldct boys into 
our 'lr1,1Jram. Such a n effo rt miqht involve moi:o en;>hai;is on r;n.:.rt o, corn1unity 
acti on, and social ::eminars. 

Al t hougtt fai::11 ics in t he area w:e excited over our (ltO(Jl:am, they ate, hever­
thel ess , experiencinrr concern a nd, in sor.e ca se:: , 1'.eor over t' 10 presence of 11hites 
in their :1omes . Coni:cquentl7 , l'le have bod t o nove t eachers frur.i ono fa ,lily to 
anothe r . At thi :; t-inc, however, every teacher is ll vin:, with o family whio!I see.JS 
to .iccc;, t t he Uvin g orrangetients as pcr,:wnent f or t i1e lcnrtth of t ho Project . 

.All of us :ire stil l dcc :ily conce r ned over tl.Je la c'.< of cor.riunications in 
our area . ·te tien" :io ':luch time t ry in:J t o find 1vays of cornmunicatin:, and 111? 
r.111he t <10 i:•any tri ;, i!lto Cant cn "or sr.:all natt ers t hat coul d be handled over t he 
;>hone. A fif t y d"llar de;,c::1t ha:; been ;iut (!c,rm on a phone and , hopefully , we 
1vi ll have a :,hone by the end or the ,:eel: . The tl'l0-1vay radio system is M 
worr:in(J. 



• 

As you have no doubt not ice d , 111e are spendi113 tr.ore t ir.ie on "hard- - coi:e" 
subj ec t s t han t he sug11este d curriculu m eC1pllasiz e s . Let us explain t his . We 
fojmd ,!irs t of all , t hat we are not 1'-'Qtking witl1 many elev e nth and t wel f th 
gr ade student s . \'le fo und, second ly , tbat t he rea di ng level of student s i s 
extremely 10 11. :Jany of our older t eenagers can not read or write or work 
simpl e mat h probl ems. (The mat li in t he curriculu m can not be used in rural 
flladi son County.) There bas been a gr e at deal of di scuss i on among st aff membei:s 
as t o t ile wi sdom of spending t ime on t he hard-core subjec t s , since we will be 
here f or such a brief t i lll(.. Some of us fee l th at 1-re shoul d spend 1rost of oui: 
t ime on Necrro llis t ory and citi zenship , while ot hers of us f eel tha t we should 
divide t he t ime equall y among t he subj e cts giv en in th e cur riculum . I~ have 
set aside an hour fo r Nearo his t ory and ci tiz enship , but we l et t he t ime spent 
011 tilese subjects be gauued by, what you migl1t call , the "spirit of t he day ". 
The st udent s are able t o get a deal of citi zenshi p a nd Negro his t ory in the 
schools , at t he Freedom House, and at the co1l111unit y cent ers . It is no wondei: 
t hat l'le ar e e.xperieno i na ore at frus t r at ion over t he impossibili t y of doin g 
all t hat we' d li ke t o do and t ldnlc 1ve shoul d do . 

\Ve ar c fo rtunate t o be l ivin (l and worf<ing in rural !,ladi so n Count y , becau se 

... 

t he people ar e wonder f ul and t he count ry i s beaut iful . The succe ss of our program 
can be seen 0 11 t he faces of t he children as t hey begin th e ir four mile walk t o school 
at seven and seven thirty in the mor ning , bo t he morning clear or clo udy. The 
success of our pr om:am can be heard duri ng our song period , when t he st udent s 
and sta ff si ng about freed om and t he l ack of freedom wi t h gre at emot ion. If 
we ever ques t ion our s ucce ss , we do so for jus t a short time , in t hose rroment s 
when 1-ie want t o change a Sy st em overnioht . The st udent s at th e school s and 
t he peopl e in t he colllllunity convince us of our succe ss when t hey a sk i:epea t edly 
and s incerel y , " tUll you stay here wit h us? Don' t leave. " Per haps we should , 
and some of us wi 11 . 
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