
Dear friends, 

Box 27S 
Ruleville, Kiss. 
7-11-64 

I strlvo to put into brief words the feelings .iiat have permeated rny being in tbe 
last three weeks since I left the safety and c0111'ort. of '61¥ wonderful home and it is hard. 
The time seems like years and the distance like that at another world. The conference 
run by the llationaJ. Council of Ciiurches was ver-., fine u WIii lear.ied somewhat what to exneet 
1.n this nn land and leamed how to act in jail and to protect ourselves while being beaten 
and more of the philosophy' of noo-violence. 'l'be leaders were the best I've eve:r known, 
save none. Bob l'.oaea, the Swimer Project leader and a Harvard teacher is nothin'l but a 
saint. He feels personal guilt for eYery death in l'!l.s:r. in the last ;years and pleaded in 
the most ana,dehed apee<:h I •ve ever heard for us to return home, Somo ell.<'. For 111oat of 
us, t.,e death of tha thrl'O aoo served t.o drive hOM tbc reality of our situation and to 
frighten us ■ore, but ■ost o.f all it served to make ua more detenidned to do our bit to 
correct the wrongs that have newr been absent frOlll Miss. We left Cbttord with a great 
daal of fear, but 110N1 than that I felt enthusiasm and a sense that for one ti,,,e in rq life 
I was doing vhat vas ri;;ht for 1118 to do and God I s w1.ll. 'l'he early Chrietians did not tu.rn 
baclc when others ~old th• it was crqy tor them to ccmt:it\:ue to be Christiana. I have no 
rational explanation tor spencling 11\Y 8Wllner this vicy, ut then there is no rational ex­
planation for the ex:isteoce of God. Soma things aro beyond the rza:tm of the 11t1.ntl. This 
is one. Tb:is involves not only the mind, but the emotions, heart and verr soul, l aa 
no longer afraid tor I know God Vill pron.de and i.f it ia his will for so.a or us to 
die, it Will be for the good of all. 

::OOditions are - 111\lch more appalling than anticipated. The poverty or Miss. is so much 
more than that of HlC or rural Vemont. :!ncomes are mostly less than $500.00 a year. arten 
ao plumbing and most hcnee are shacks. Tnoy, nnyone !'rem! 7-90, work in the fields for 11 
bours,a dq at .#J/da:.,. It still turno ,ey-stomach to see the little kids being transported 
back after a day hoeing veeda. Som(ltimea it requires effort to keep the love ethic :1o mind 
tor those reppoosible for this; not only the plantation owners, Sen, East.land is one ot the 
largest here, but aJso all whites an·I better-off Jleitrou tor their apathy' and ignerance 
that penaits t.he situ.at.ion to ax:ist. Iam u gu.111;:r u Seo. Ba.st.land and so are ;you. 

Spent the tint week cleaning and papering our COFO office, Freedom Sebool and Commwrl,t;y 
Center, 2 roam1J and a ball of a house here. We sorted an•l resorted thousands or books sent 
!run the North and now have s respec..i,ie librazy for the half of Ruleville citizena 
denied use 9! the public li rary. Nov th.a ec-u.ru.v Cl!Dter and Preedom School are going 
Ml blast. We have el.asses £or adults and ore-aebool chU,,ren :1o the morning and s.fter 
school age kids are done at public school tor thQ in the afternoon. Tho Negro kids 
attendpublio ocbool 1'rC111 July-Sept, which is the tw between cotton chop~ing and cotton 
picking. The weather :is often lOS and rarll,y below 90 which is hard for us, but must be 
vol'se for them inschool. I 1ve been teaching writing and arithlu.tic to adults, \Ibo are far 
behind their Jcids (we have the men in the evening) and Africa to the kids. AJ.so have been 
busy working on a free !Nbool lunch orogram, for 'ibeo a .r~ has S kids in 90hool and 
lunches cost 2011 a dq and you only malce $3.00 a da:.,, you cannot at.ford to bu;ylunches, so 
the kids go hungry. .:nm the ■oat well-to-do, relatiVely spuking of courae, never have 
llilk oi' !'ruits and seldo■ any ■eat, but balll fat. We try to give them millc at the Center, so 
they bav it at least once a dq. We also distribute clothe5 sent trom the North, for these 
people are real.1¥ ooor. 

Rulenlle is a town of 2,000 about equally diVided betveen racee, It ie in the heart 
of the '1elt.a, which t IQ' 8Jll'Prise is north in Mi.ss. and west. Thia land was rich, but 
the cotton has deplet.ed it. It'll the net.est land I've ever seen much 110re ~ Iova. 
Mrs, Fannie Lou 8-r, vho ran for Congresswoman after beatings, oterllization, Jail and 
loss of both her and her husband 1s job lives here. She is the guiding spirit of the H -ve­
■aot, vho declared after they burned her churoh, "Ble$$ed are they that 111ourn, ror they 
shall be cc:aforted and blessed are tbe meek, for they shall obtain nercy.• I *'" leaving 
Ruleville soon to work in Clarkadale on Job-Training and after only 2 weeks her,., it is 
wtth a very heavy heart I lea'nl these lllost lcind, triendly and generous people, who real.1¥ 
lmov what rellgion ia, not just a count.ry el,ub. It also pain:; • to leaw rq colleagues 
tr-{).). over the U,S. and even Auotra11.a, vh.o are so dedicated, 'ftle a-verage aga is 2h 
and •• •Ve +4s■oTwhi■M4•'••xpzt are mature, concerned hulllane, 8l1f of vh011 I u 
proud to calllr1.end. Most or th• guys CON f'rOIII Harvard or Tal.e and the g:irls from unknov"' 
schoollt like W'ooster. Please reffl81Dffr us and the ill-treated peO!)le and eapecia~ 
c;b.U<lfftlufl.'i.c!R-u.._~ J>ra.v tor us. I thank you all for your concern, tor it keens r,,e_going~en 
~ _ "G911111 nope.ress. 5 , ..._e,. • f,, J( • b • .. c. 




