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D•ar Senator Dirk•en :

Thl• l• in reply te your r•c•nt connun ica tion
to this Dep•rta•nt reB8rdlnB protectIon for a tIlden ts and
others who 8r• workIng on cIvil rIght• problen• in the
South thI• •unner ,

Tbl• Dep8rt8e nt •h8r•• your concern that the8e
workers not be •ub j ected to unl8vful h8r8••neat or
violence , Hov•ver , the •nforcenen t of • tate and local
1898 18 the re8pon•lbi IItT of •t8t• and local officl• is ,
The Federal Gov•rnn•nt he• no authority to provide
ordInary poll e• protectIon ,

Bb•a•v•r th•re i• re8•on to b•liev• that any
feder8 1 law ba• b••n vlalat•d, w• vIII continue to neat
our re•pon•lb111tie• in the enforc•aent of tho•e lays ,
This include• Inv••tiB8t ion of lncld•n tg po••lb1 y in-
volv Ing violatIon of federal law and the in• ti tut ion
of legal proc8•dlnB8 •hould 8uffici•nt evidence of •ucb
violation be d£aele•ed,

JJ
39=rr'

rI an r•turnIng b•reyjth your enclo•ure•,

Sincer•ly ,

}-

BURKB HARSHALL
Aa•l•t8nt Attorney General

Civil RiBbt• Dlvl• ion
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