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Honorable Bverett McKinley Dirksen
United States Senate &
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Dirksen:

This is in reply to your recent communication
to this Department regarding protection for students and
others who are working on civil rights problems in the .
South this summer,

This Department shares your concern that these
workers not be subjected to unlawful harassment or
violence. However, the enforcement of state and local
laws is the responsibility of state and local officials.
The Federal Government has no authority to provide
ordinary police protection.,

Whenever there is reason to believe that any
federal law has been violated, we will continue to meet

our responsibilities in the enforcement of those laws.

This includes investigation of incidents possibly in- 67()
volving violation of federal law and the institution

of legal proceedings should sufficient evidence of such
violation be disclosed,

I am returning herewith your enclosures,

Sincerely,
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BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division



