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This ttornin<" t.i!""'c of our 1/0t'koro lo'Ol:'O booten while canvc.osin3 for votor 
rog;l.ot 'flt.i.on t:1 t- • :U:-~':- o:: one of ~ llogro districto. 'lhoir oole job 
b to : • 1:. ':."oc "l'l:'o'JChc>ut tho tow 61\d porsuc.de thoo to go to tho 
Caurthol'::o) n.~' .u~C..)u to register to vote, Cklo of tho convna::ors, o rabbi 
fron Cl. "'>ln,d, 1riJJ iJ:. in tho hoopitnl for 24 houro; tho other two, colloeo 
otudon•,, ~;"lt':l • ro"t"J ~·::! t·olcc.•cd. 1'he attQckoro, vho h:lvo not yot boon 
identified, u~ i :'..cod pipon; thny cll'ove a truck with' no license pllltoa . Attar 
tho attack t:- > t...'u·:~C cnnvosooro, covorod w1 th ·blood, otaffgorod to a noarby 
ohurch 11llich '" Ol'::l a::-inc; on o Froodoo School, For the kido in ochool, it 
woo, I nunr6oo, the b~st pocsiblo loscon of hto coot of llegro oquolity in 
ltlssisoipr-J.. 

Until to.:.:r .ll;tic~l:r-1.-; 'ODo bcon, for Uti whitos, a rol.D.tively quiet and seom!.n,g­
ly !!Ot:un to..:l ';.oo :U.·;; t 'bofo:-o our arrival, t\.!o woko o30 SWlday, t\10 acpty 
caro parbla cut: .do thi> CO::U o~fico ~Mro ohot into c.nd tho ootors oli(llltly 
dN.Inllod; .o tc : . c ... 1 or. :;tod for t..ljllt either. 

a.tt othorrl::o :-c;t;;.:,..,; :·:l~r startl.ine h:lc occurrod. 1'wo clq's oP,O, tho 
bood ot ti>o lttnl:lt?rs: ;>rojoct we ot'I!ODtod for po:!Ding a bad check. llo h:ld 
bii.l.&ncod !'.:.:- ucco·-=-•t =one, ·.nd wroto a chocl' hG couldn ' t cover , It would 
bd a cinot· · ac.:.dcnt in tho north (tho bank would cover it of couroo) but 
civil r:! ht• u rl:o:-::; :.n l·:ic~ic:tippi aro not allowed to ttako any tdstalcos. 
Tho loll he . l'YOJ '.h.:.t a chock thot bOWlOOO is prima facio ovidonoo of 1ntont 
t o dof'r:ai!d; •'ic .;;)_'o::1oat nw:~t provo thct hi~ intentions woro honornblo. 
OUr lniiYOr r o;{fi th:lt it will bo o toll8h cnoo to argue be foro a Ml.ooioni ppi 
jury. . 
ntio ld.nd oi lnl ~o i:; a :li!;ll of h011 looce thin;Io havo boon boro. I foWld 
Qyoolf opooclin!;: cno dey, ond h:ld to rorn1nd t:IW:elf th:lt tho throe 1:10n lllisning in 
lloohoba wro !l)lOOdin3 too. a.tt wo have had so little trouble frott tho police 
and the vhito CCl.lltunity t.'lnt wo tond to foreot \lhoro wo are. Hottio:tbu.rg ill 
o rol.D.tivol:r ::ood tmm by lliosiccippi standnrdll1 end tho lid, uo oro given to 
unden:ton<.! , lc ror£y o:1 thio o~~Z~er. T!tio town is very ~nsciouo. 
Cklo or tho volu:1~rs rr:w otopped for n trui'fic viol.D.tion yolltordny, but 11hon 
be producO<I o pr.::~:; =-<! (rron his collo:fo nowopaper) tho cop apolo!;izod 
nnd lot llin go. 
Hottiootur:: lr: :.. :><>~ G!:m of about 36, 000, onc-thitid llogro . Tho white 
socbiond W"C i.ndl:: t'. ::;ui:-.hotl:J ft-oo hundrcdo of tolms throughout tho country: 
thero 1::; not:'.!.n,:: "Jout.l.crn" al:.ou t.hotl . 1'ho Hogro coctiono aro oODOUlina 
oloo . Tooy :.::o ::lur!!:. but nothin" liko the urban cltmD tho llorth io U:ted to . 
1'ho otroota ~ro ~:cncrully Wlpovo<l, tl'loro io an ab:tance of :Jtreot lighto, 
tr:U'fic li';htD, :-.r.d no oo11oro nt all . llo oigno, no belle, no aotoo guard tho 
nUl:l:lroUD rnilror.d cro~:;in'Iu . Al :o:Jt overy houoo has o fo11 cbickono; uo oro 
owokonod dnily lr.f cro:lin'{ roor.tor:t . Virtuc.l.l:r no oM hu:J a oar. 1/o live in 
conporativG lu:rury ir. o hOU!lo llith rWlnina wtor, plUDbing nnd a phono; 
t ho noro rur·u ll!'c~o ji!Dt O'.ltoido of town lnclt ~an thooo oon.fort:t . 
Econooic Ui~cril:linotion a;::i..-::;t llolt'OO:J io incrodibl.o in this stato. \/o 
woro told tl'- t t!.cro cro 'Icncnlly different poy ocoloo for Hegrooo dain't the 
001:10 jobo -:.:; lrl'.itoo; .:.:·: f::tct, :~.it..'~ will zot oo cuch Q!l throe tiooo tho PQ7 
for tho o:u.10 ·~r::. ('!'he Citi.zonn' Council wanto to drive nl.l tho H6grooo 
out of 1;.~ otQto, ·ru.t ~!loy 11111. do rithaut t'xm, I c:m •t i.Do!JinO) , 1'ho can 

I 



• 
lottor to tho Gllzotto P'! , July 101 1S'64 

wo ··'0 o .• )'in.3 ui th 0\lllo ~ bu:Jinooc in llobil• St. , tho min otr oot of tho 
llo~o cliotrict, By local otcndords ho io a finanoiol ouccoos. Ironicoll,y, 
scLool- toacroro ao o troun -.ro tho boot off ucnbJrs of' tho cor.nuni ty , ~t 
thoir financial cocuri ty .:.:: paid for b oub:::orvi;)nco to tho :~uthor1 tioo, 
By ·nJ l.t r:p t' oy ;~ro too tiz:d.d to p;1rticipato in tho civll r1Jhto oovaoont; 
clooot no llo:;ro to::~ch.Jro vote in Il:lttioobur::, 
ll:ltil.J St. l:cs o fou cubotant1:!1-loo~n:: bucinoosoo : o dru::: storo, :: Oul ctotion, 
Q roocin:r houoo, ,orh::·pa c rootourant of tuo. And oor.JObu:~ro in to1m thoro 1o 
c llOJl"o-ollllod funeral per lor (tho o1mor io bt~n~ liD inprooo.i.vo l·ou~o on tho 
w::ry od-;o of~ tho llo~o ooct1on) , lOciudiil; jh But noot of tho llo:;ro:~o 
llvo ODon::: indoocriboblo dolopidotion. It i o -,~ot squol.i.d, oxnctly; 
cort::inl,y tl~ tono of tho lifo tOOt is led hero io not cquolid, D.lt l1 
/.r.l;)ric~:n o~~ rd!l of no.:-tno:~o and propriety, coot of tho llouoos end Hoot 
of tho buildin:;n oro total i'<'liuros, 

The oiv11 ri'JIIt:J bill ll.:lo oonnt o ~t doal to too llo'7ooo horo , ·oro t.'w\ 
any l•u h.:'a ovor 110ont to onyono in n:r ox;>ori:moo, "!o drovo to llntt!.oabur:J 
by "OY of IZon t:::Oil:)ry Alo., 1.'.1'11 oo I uoo ll:.v<_n:: breo!:f:::ct in o luch rooa thct 
cronln-: I onddo.lly roallzod hou ino:-no it ~m:: t'l:'t o llo::ro pcooin~ by couldnt 
stop in for o ct~p of coffoo, Tho llo::z-oco fool t"!is ver-.r koa.'lly, (~!hat c.:n 
you oa:y? If you oi t noxt to tho."l ot o :i:ll:lm ltmch-cotmtor t "1oy l.:i.3ht 
I:IOlT'.f your ciotor) , At! aeon oo tho bill bcconc leu, S:>ontonoou:~ ~ttonpto 
c>t into:;rl' t1on bo:::an all ovor tl1o ott: to ; in H:ltties~ thoro l'~s b.:lon o 
30norol ocoopt~noo of dooo•:ro:otion, but in otaor ~eeoc it l~s not :::ono oa 
uoll, Tho Rov, Cor.1oron, paotor of o llo:;ro cl-.urch in toun ond 1w fino o 
~cntlotton a~ you C'<"O li!:oly to u:~ot in ono lli'oti.na, i:; DOlT onti tlod to ;:o 
into Kroozo ' o lind hrvo on ico orocu1 oodc, jll:lt oc if bo Here o llUOOO boin::: . 
Tho locol u!•itoo 11111 otnro nd ·;ruoblo; but, in liD.ttiosbura, thoy tr.l.ll 
probC'bly not bo,'t hin up or put hin in ja11;cfot y:,t, onyuny. 
For thoro 13 doubtlooc on inv1o1blo lino, II ono, not ICc us , not tho police, 
not the Governor, not $:1o .mr, !:nO\/C '•ou 111ch civil rijltc actiVity tho lunatic 
eleoent c~ tol:lrato, 'n1oro 1~, boon violonco boforo, llB t:n charred rorUiino 
of t1ro lie~ churci>Cis torcity, Undoubtedly t!Jo IO.QO lllls been untchin:: uo 

1 sooin::: our into;:1..:tod ccrs oovin:: i'roely about to1m
1 

scoin3 ile31"oes ::o doil,y 
to tho courtholl:lo1 tmtcUn:: tho cucco::o of our FroodOTJ School.ll , Porhops thoy 
\rill 4-!:o it in atrido; tho oo-cillod "roo..,onoible" elouonto ooou to have doociod 
to lot us bo, pro•.i.dod 111!1 dcn 1t <lor.orutroto or coll attention to tho !)roblems 
bo-o. But •lhothor t.'tczy con control tho IO.on on<l ito friondo is en opon qusstion, 

The nttitudo of' tho tf.d to OCIDIIli~{. to ~lO oi;v.il ri ·•hts bill h::s boon aurnris­
inly positive, Gov. Johnoon and tl10 Ciuzono Coun6jT hiivo ui'lGd non-coop.uODco, 
but very i'ou rocponsiblo olwon t:J h11vo oo':ood thoir ploo.s , 'lodno:~doj tba 
Joc'-.,o.'l nou::popor, unoltorolby ttlito oupronist , printod c f'ront-:Xl~ letter 
iron :: loc:U lav:yor dcnouncin::: tlto Cl. tizno:~& Cotmcil for ndvoc~tin:; diDobodionoo. 
r.o bo:;::n l:rJ oot:lblbhin_; hiD orodontit"~o ac 1111 ardon~ SO:ll"O::Ctionist ·•' o brotos 
t:.o nou leu, but c r:!Uod t.lt.•t tho US Govorru1ont io ::i:aply too pouortul to 
ro:~1st . Thio is about tho l:o:Jt ono ccn hoJ» for do110 horo : no ono hoc ctctod 
publicly th.~t tho leu r:ri::ht bo a :::00<1 lo\1, llovortholooo any r031stonco 
to tho Ci tizcns 1 Council 1c Mcourn::!n;:. I 110ndor hOlT r:cny ll!.ooico1p"1ic:no 
C'ro socr'ltl,y l'Oloi vod th.-t tho Fodorol ~ovornt~ont io foroln:: on cmd to ao:;re­
"otion . Tho lou •d voo tl oco u: o need it a eo care I.'QY out. Porhpao, 1r tho ~ ' 
Prooi<lont onforcoo .:to lou vigoroucly, tho Cl. tiznos 1 Council t.d.ll doc ..roy 
1 tclof by ito 01r.1 1ntrano1•ronoo . :::Oforconcnt 16 the l:oy; t':o:~o 1t n 1.da! to 
rosiat Cl. ti:ion Counoil clondnonco o\!3t be :!blo to c'101T t.'u- t thoy bavo 
ahoolutloy no altorn.~tivo to do~o:::roJ~tion , 

All of uo h vo boon vor-.r inpros::o<l by tho IIEt!ri"OOS tiC hcvo oot, Hony oro 
1llitorato, end feu hovo onyt!•1n::: lil:o book !:noulad:::o, tut troo youn!: to old 
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•n' ~ lx:vo been ver;; inproo::od b tl>.o ti03I"OOS \fe hnvc oot, l!ony 01'0 

• • .. A • o w, ::nd felT hove a.nyth:ln:: like boo!t l:nolTled::o 1 but froc :r=::; to old 
· i.: :a-. iL-,roosivo nwroncso or th:~ uorlc' end undcrst:!ndin; of tllo ~lin!l:l 

• !l , J.n c!dorly c:m, unlottorod, ::avo us c. lecture ono,4 d:ly on t:1o 
.,; ot j1,0;.•or9 that ony Jud::o uould hnw been proud of (llozrooz nro not 

:••;)(} tn Surie::, but they nufi'or ::t their !l;.;ndll) , Tbero or3 pooplo horo 
• .> : ~ W·to c.nc! ccnnot road, but 1tho l:no\1 r.oro obcnt precinct I!IOotinlll 

C' 1ty cc~.vontions th::n noot profoooiono.l politicicns. Thi::1 roch \fhl.th 
':lllc !:::~o doen for tho lle::ro l :1 t hn:J mcdo !lin n l:n0\Tlod3eoblo md oo::er 
~. , ; tiooi::oippi la•r roquiroo a voter to oxpldn rondoc paooa::eo or tho 
:;:p, l c:motitution, ·rita votero can ::ot o1ro.y uit:• explainins tho 

11'lc c1.<:u.;oo, but the llo31"oeo hovo to bo proporod to oxpl oin on;ythin:; ond 
• ·;:.J ·,,;,n·; , Politicol po•ror aeons tlore rool ~rhon you don ' t havo it llhnn Hhen 

"'' :~ t!1eao pcopl6 the ri:;ht to voto io a palpable port of Acorio::n froo­
•r · '• .- bvliovo in :1 t , full; t-.nyono •rl17 he uants to vote and ;10 •till oa;y, 

11.> vot:l ·~ho ' police uUl stop cistrootin:: uo , or, the city 11ill revo to 
· ::troct::. (It is e rule of tlluilb in flottiesbur:: that uhoro +~10 

nt n-1:: tl10 ilo;ro oection bo1in::) , 
t'ny c few !>OOplo tclro tho lon-; uollt up the courthouse ataps to try to 
__ ., !i_-~issippi lou re<!uircs tho county to !Jllblisb tho naco of 0:10h 

.c ~ ;n ~::~ no1.spcpor for tuo uoo!:s ruJlllin: . This i:: an open invitotion 
• -butl()n fron tho •hlteo, The ttoll: up tho court:Jol13o stopo is about ao 

._ U..: ;::: you c:.n ~.a.ko . 

~ " .:un1 t'J in thic GOlm is vory epiri tod ::llld very dotormined, ~le 
I ' l r.1 '.ncrccliblc response to our Froodoa Schools; over 600 people of 

, " - (G ;~ 02) lwvo si:l)1od up for our clooses in literacy, lle::ro lliotory, 
; • r. !- :~to ::ovorm1onts, lie hold claooos in fivo churchoo, ~101-n:l.n'J and 

'1<.: :m1t ht'vo bout thrity to. cherr.: hore , T:.10oe o.r ua, rJoatl:y oollo3o 
· .t .. :: , \lho tool: the orientation cooo1on at Oxford onl;r tuo ueok:l o::o (it 

• l '\.' ;to:>ro) aro pr::ctico.lly veto rona noll : tto lurve hncl to call ill nt'JlY now 
•• ',3.· durin~ tho past fou dayo , profesaiono.l:; recruited free Ho11 Y

0
r!c . 

<• ll"lrl:in:; under toriffic }:ondicops : lor::o clossos, sn::ll closorooi!IS, 
.:..r; ··:tt. •.r!ltltovcr, not o sinJlo text for tho l:idll to uoe. tlMt io perh.-ps 

'·· • ::Jt t.oo cony of u:: ore vory l:ncr.tlea:::oble ::bout tho subject our atudontc 
·~t to lo:li'Il, the hlotory t'.lld boc!:3I'ound of the llogro pooplo, There io 
~t for ':nmrlod::e bore, anJ a potbot1c i:;norOJlco, I ::s!:ed r:r;r cl:ao of 

:.1 .o nM".:e f:moU3 k:lcrican lle::roos, and :lll t.boy could cono up 1titb woro 
!~ • l~.:lino;t.on C·'rvor nne! Booker T, 'loshin-rton (the !:ids l:nou cuoiciOJla 
' n.: :!.o to:: ) . Pcr:~pas · fou A:lcrican:s could do bot tor; the llo31"o is tho for'30tton 

·-: • -~ri~n lti:otory. llho !:notro, for OXllllplo, thnt Arizona 1n111 diooovered 
•, pnioh llo::ro Olq>loror, or thot tho firot non to fall in t!10 BOston 
t'•"D 11:1n a freodnan? ln,o can nono ~llo DCny invantion3 J:U:.do b;· llo::rooo 

• : .. .,,,. t:1ot tho first open ho:u-t our(Iory uao clone bby a llo31"o? Child om 
c ..... •tc,1 in lasoicsippi surely don •t, anc.l thsy oro ~ ouo to hoar . 
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