507 Mobile St,
Hattioxburg, Miss,
July 10, 1964

To the Editor of the Gazothto:

This morning ‘hree of our workers were beaten while canvassing for voter
reglatration c¢n tlo bordor of one of the Negro districts, Their sole job
is to tall {0 llcroes throushout tho town dnd persuade them to go to the
courthouse and attcupt to register to vote, One of the ecanvassers, a rabbl
from Cloveland, will be in the hospital for 24 hours; the other two, collage
atudents, were troated and relessed. The attackers, who have not yet been
identificd, used lead pipes; they drove a truck with no license plates, After
the nttack tie three canvassere, covered with blood, staggered to a nearby
church vhich we are using as o Freedom School, For the kids in achool, it
was, I suppdse, the bast possible lesson of hte cost of llegro equality in
Mississiprdl,

Until teloy, Hovtierburg has been, for us whites, a relatively quiet and seeming-
1y securc towm. Tho nigit before our arrival, two wecks ago Sunday, two empty
cars parked cutcide the COFO office wers shot into and the nmotors slightly

damagod; no one hog besi arrested for that either.

But otherwice noliin: really startling has occurred. Two deys ago, the

hoad ot the Ministers! project was areested for passing a bad check, Bo had
balanced his account wrong, and wrote a check he couldn't cover, It would
bé a minor ‘nelidont in the north (the bank would cover it of course) but
eilvil rights werkers In Mipsissippl are not allowed to moke any mistakes,

The law hor rayo ihat o check that bouncos is prima facle evidence of intent
to defraud; the dofondent must prove thot his intentions were honorable,

lilur lawyer roys that it will be a tough case to arguo before a Missiseippl
ury.

This ldnd of lapsc is a sign of how loose things have been hero, I found
myself speeding cnoe doy, and hod to remind muself that the three mon missing in
Neshoba werc spoeding too. But we hove had so little trouble from the police
and the white commmunity that we tend to forget where wo are, Hpttiesburg is
a relatively good towm by Mississippi standards, and the 1id, we ore givén to
understand, is really on this summer, Thias town is very imsoge-conscious,

One of the volunteors was stopped for a traffic violation yesterday, but when
he produced & press card (from his college newspaper) the cop apologized

and let hin go.

Hattiesburg hor o population of about 36,000, one=thidd Negro. Tho white
gectiond are indistinguichable from hundreds of towns throughout the country:
there is nothing "southorn® about thom. The Negro sections are something
oelse, They are sluns. but nothing like the urban slums the North is used to,
The otreets arc generally unpaved, there is an absence of strect lights,
traffic lights, and no soweo at all, Ho oigna, no bells, no gatea guard the
numsrous roilroad crossings, Aluost every houso has a few chickens; we are
awokened dally by crowing roosters. Virtually no one has a car, We live in
comparative lwwry irn a house with running water, plumbing and a phone;

the more rural arcus just outside of town lack effen thoso conforts,

Economic discrimination against Negroos is ineredible in this state, We
wero told that thore are generally different pay scoles for Negroos doing the
same jobs ag whitos; In faet, whites will got as much as three times the pay
for the some worl., (The Citizons' Council wants to driwve all the Négroes
out of the atate, ihet thoy will do without them, I can?t inogine), The man
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wo cie otoying with ouns 3 business in Myhdl- St., tho noin otrast of tho
Hozro district, By local sizndards ho is a finoneial succoss. Ironically,
school-toachors as a froup cro the bost off monbars of tho cormunity, Dut
their fineneial security is paid for b subsorvionce to the authoritios,

By cnd largo they are too tirdd to participata in the civil rishtg novanont;
clnost no Nesgro toachors vote in Hattioobure,

Iobilo St, has o fou substontinl-looldnz businessos: o druy storo, o Gul statdion,
2 rooming hougso, porhaps o regtaurant of two, And sonelwore in tovm thore is
a llegro-oumod funeral parlor (the ownér is building on improssive houso on the
vory odge of jmax the Hogro soction), Bxkdbddds But rost of thoe Hosroos
live anmong indeseribable delapidation, It is not squalid, oxoctly;

cortainly the tono of the life that is led hero is not squalid, DBut by
Anericon stonderds of noctnoss and propricty, most of the houses ond most

of the buildints are total foliures, :

The eivil righte bill has meont o 7reat deal to the Hegroes here, noro than

any law hos ever rnoant do anyono in my oxperisnes, o drove to Inttiesburg

by woy of liontgomery Alo., ohd as I was hovins breal:fast 4n o luch room that
mroning I suddenly realized how inscne it was thrt o llegro pasain~ b y couldnt
stop in for a cup of eoffoe, The logroes foel this very koenly, (What ccn

you say? If you sit noxt bo then at o Jugit lunch-countor they misht

marry your cister), As soon as the bill beecamo law, spontaneous attenpts

ot integration bozan all ovor the state; in Hattiesburg thore has boen o
goneral accoptonco of deserrezation, but in other places &t has not 7one as
woll, The Rev, Comeron, postor of a Hesro church in town and as fine o
7entlenon as you ore lilzoly to moot in one lifotine, is now entitled to 70

into Kres7e's and heve an ice crean soda, just as if he were a 'mman being,

The local whites 11l stars cnd srumble; but, in Hattiesburg, they will
probobly not beat him up or put hin in jail; not yot, enyway, '
For therc is doubtless an inviaible line, N~ onec, not mk us, not the police,
not the Governor, not éhe TEI, !mows how much civil richts activity the lunatic
elenment con tolernte, Thore hos been violeneco before, as th: charred remains
of two Hezro clurches tersify, Undoubtodly the Klan has been wvatchinzs us,
seeiny our intogroted cers moving froely about towm, soceing ilesroes 7o daily

to the courthouse, watchins the success of our Freedon Schools, Parhaps they
will toke it in stride; the so-cclled "res-ongible" elements seen to have decded
to let us be, provided we don't denonstrato or call attention to the problems
here. But vhether they cen control the Klon and its friends is en open gquestion,

The attitude of the white commnity % ri- b - P e
153 positive, Gov, Jul'.nn?:'nn and the %i;blﬁn%‘?%amﬁishﬁr]&m%g%db%%—m %nas,

but very fou responsible elements have eclioed thoip ploas, lednesdoy the
Jaclkson newspaper, unslteralby white suprorist, printed o front=pase letter
fron 2 loeal lawyer denouneinz the Citiznesd Couneil for advocatine disobedience,
Iio bezan by establishin-~ his eredentials oo an ardent seqrezotionist o hotes
the new low, but crzued thot the US Governuont is sinply too powerful to
resist, This is about the 1108t one can hope for dowm here: ne one has sia
publicly that the lav mi~ht be n 700d law, MNovertheloss any resistance

to the Citizens! Council is encouraging, I wonder how neny Mississiprdons
aro secrotly releived thot the Foederal ~ovornment ig forecing an end to serre-
gation. The law 7ives those wio need it n fe safe vay out, Perhpas, if the
Prosident enforeea iho loy vigorgusly, the Citiznes' Council will dootiroy
itslef by ita owm intronsizence, Inforcoment i€ the loy; those o wish to
rosist Cltizen Council dominonce must be oble to show thet they have
absolutloy no alternstive 4o dese~rezction,

All of us h ve beon very impressed by the llegroes we hcve mot, Mony are
illiterate, and few have anythinz lilke book !mowledze, but from youns to old
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“.. of us hove been very improssed b - the Negroes we have met, Maony are

127 %erate, and few have anythinz like book lmowledze, but from youns to old

o o on immressive gworeness of the world ond understonding of the things
, sovnt, An elderly mon, unlettered, zave us a lecture onef doy on the

a3 of jurors that any judse would have been proud of (lezroes ars not

-

toiad én Juries, but they suffer at their honds), There ars people here
.2 uny vole and connot read, but who kmow more about precinet moetings
1 eunty conwventions thon mogt prefessional politiciens, This rueh whith
¢mac;” has doen for the legrog it hos mode him g Imowledgeable end eager
2 Misgissippi lov requires a voter to explein random passazes of the
czoe2ippd conotitution, 'Rite voters can get away with explaining the
inle clauses, but the Hogroes hove to be prepared to explain anythinz and
~wreoytiiing, Politiecsl pover seems more real when you dont't have it than vhen
©t <0. 1o these peopld the rizht to vote is 2 palpablo port of Americon' free-
T: they beliove in it, MAsk onyone why he wants to vote ond he will say,
-+ w2 vole the police will stop mistrecting us, or, the city will have to
* cirootis, (It is e rule of thurmb in Hottiesburz that whore the
'‘nt ends the Hezro section bexins),
" doy o few people take the lon7z walk up the courthouse steps to try to
“2re M;ooissippd law requires the county to publish the name of cach
. 'leon in”the nowspeper for two weeks running, This i an open invitetion
refnibution from the vhites, The walk up the courtliouse steps is about as
17 o ualll as you con make,
Lepto commnity in this town is very spirited and very dotormined, lle
‘"3 hnl ou Incrodible response to our Fresdom Schools; over 600 people of
Loumes (8 to 82) have siqned up for our classes in literacy, legro history,
3 end state govermments, We hold classes in five clurches, norning ond
S-2+ e must hove bout thrity ter chers here, Those of us, noatly college
Twiiz, vho took the orientation session at Oxford only two weeks azo (it
* =5 1ilo yeors) are proctically veterans now: we heve hod to call im mony new
"aclews during the past few days, professionals recruited from Now Y.rk.
cre working under teriffic hondicaps: large classes, small classrooms,
coudrameont vhoatever, not a sinsle text for the ldds to use., Vhet is perhops
2.9, not too many of us are very lmowleagable aobout the subject our students
» 05t o learn, the history end background of the Negro people., There is
27ch for Inovledze here, and a pathetic isnorance. I oslied my class of
P2 Lo neme famous American llegroes, and all they could come up with were
12 Hashington Crver and Booker T, Hashintton (the !dds lmow musicians
aihlotes), Perhpas few Americens could do better; the Nesro is the forzotten
- Jdrmericen hiistory. 'ho lmows, for excmple, that Arizona wos discovered
' 5 ranigh Negro explorer, or that the firat man to foll in the Boston
iteve vas a freednon? 1ho con nene the meny inventions mede by Heszroes

- -

-* wiows that the first open heart surgery was done bby o Hegro? Childern
Gucated In ldssissippd surely don't, aond they arc anxious to hear,
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