
July 8, 1961. 

DearS Mel D: 

vrootin'!o; nnd ~ike, 11hy hnvont you :rritton? O!.dnt you '{et our mnny (t '0) J. oUero? 
tl:l. th roc:uoot for photo of auto title? I !r(>t l!!.ss pllltes yesterday; \/OS I m'Otld, 
:/Mt a .rnlse sense o.r security they inpnrt; but I feel li.l·.e a rat ridin'! in tho 
He-:ro sections of tmm, 
:re oro busy unto dis t r nxtion; oornot:1in:t lilte 6oo 60o pe<>ple si~od U!" for Frocdom 
Schools, but t.lJey sort of co.'llO nnd go liko the Arabs , .trancy promsed the 'tlzpo 
to 1.Ti to them periodical letters nbout 14hnt ' s up, but she hrumt had tir.toz. IU1d I 
dont f eel up to it; we don ' t urite to anyone nearly, ('lbinl:in": i t over l <r nt 
reneMbor uhetl>.er !"have · -±it e.:1 from hore or not ; maybe we only ~n·oto once) , 
In the othe:- rool:! people nre ru:oortin'! onr Librar~ uhich hac roruly thouoands 
of volumeo; the tiny e:r.-borbor shop uo'vc -:ot .ror it is tr,o lll'lllll . ··e dl do t!rlo 
in our spare tfu:le , Nancy io o.rr tenching at True lif:ht Baptist CJrurch; I have 
z ot ton away Hith nothin-: to do for the avenin-; sessions bocauao ,noone shcx-red up 
at the ) lace I uas sunposed to be nt; but the m::nister 11liS ombartlOscd nnd has 
promised (thrcotoned?) to corlll.l students for us , uhich doesn 1t exnctly make me 
-: lad, In the am I ride out to hlmer 1s Cros::in(:, 1d1ich is this incredible larzo¥ 
l!e::ro sort of to•.m outoido the city limits, :;here I teach nt Priest ' s Crook, (&pti:lt 
Church) , lie are :~oin3 bats not lmo1tin-: 1-d-~~t to do ui th all the types ;rho havo 
enrolled; like I moan, the thin'( hns ::otton tot::tll·· cnrll of hr.nd end bccono n rmos 
novenant o.r tlto •rorst order. (Interruption: they j1o:Jt put t' e !1a<ld of too minister ' s 
proje~ in ja:l.l for cno!lin.c: a bnd check, '•'he miJU:; tor 1 a project is this prl!cct thnt 
keeps brin'tin1 those r.dnistors into to1m ; Bob Booch l:::t:~:bred::af:::i:t'-xh:t hno !nan 
in tow sinco Feb doin-; i tj lie r.wae a bitt broakthrot\:th the other dA.;- u:1en ho ::ot 
a local liD to n-:roe to hold inter-racial son:l.nnrn in hi~ hone and to l obby for a 
co.~ttee on tho raco problem in toHn, ) ''n)"ray HO nre up to our ears in t."ny !:ida 
and old men; tho ori~al.ide- of an elite trninine school for future lo:Jder:J has 
::otten 16s t and not been re?lnced byinnythino:t uhatever , concept.O;ti.se ; 110 have J:l:\de 
to terrible mistake of bow-n~ to popul3r demnnd nnd teaching mth and science, 
And then thoro's this Negro '·.istory jazz ; our co-ordinators are big on llecro his ·.roy 
and havo sold it t everyo:1e, except t'te ulu to teachers ; MY\'rBy we have tho so Ebony 
11l.'lf.:azinos end sir.dlar source oo.terial to boost our self-confidence, Dut the idearl 
is to teach !?,veryth:l.nfl in nodcm toms: 1rho IJgas a 31"3at !lagro and wh~ t8s his relevance 
for today? 1hin::s nre five tino:~ more structured than you could have inn-:l.ned 
nnd thoro io thirty times as much to do as M yuiiil could do ond tha cltl8ses nre closer 
to thirty tlmn the preferred five and tho clasaroons are in church attics ond like that; 
and 110 oro aluays be in; resoned by buoloads of PliO-teachers rn.'Ulufaotured in HY; and 
today the llednesdtty in H, ssisssipp:!. Homen from the Hationla :IODOn 1s Club arrived 
nnd one out ofevery three people is nn FBI or a lawyer or n ainister; BUT A!fY 1/IY. 
ue nre doin-, all sorts of neat thinas , su hh as talldng, often roally taJ.k:l.n.-:, to 
lle'jl'Oes , Hho are quite on top of it all here , I mean, thoy are cost nlert and 
lmoule!leable, even thounj1 tho Jd.ds arc t"ticrhtf\1lly iiJilorr.nt in an academic sense; 
they don ' t get nlian idoan nnd 1rords and cnn't underatnnd uhat isn'T t.11lked to then 
in the cmversati.on style, But ue 1V ;) been doing socio-drarna and stu.t:f like that 
which is very fine ; today ey class (jr-high to soph high) ployed a l.iongressional 
committee and learned all about hou Congress 1rorks, of 1hioh they uere totally 
i~orant; a pparantly noone \lho 's tried has .round sorroone 1dto !tno1rs about the 
inte/gration SuPl'OJllO Court doci,ion. ~fuich suprises mo boet~uso thoy are all q·d to up 
on current events; they really whopoped up the civil ri(!hto l.xi.ll1 and ell hate 
Goldwater fanta~tically; he ronlly h:ls utterly los'.; every last Ne:]ro vote , d1>1n1 heN 
anyway, where tho bill manns a ~nt deal , Y.res3e 1o and such h:-va integrated uith 
no trouble (I juot read tJ1nt fmmy last sentenco, !! thoro were any lle:;ro votes 
to lose down horo , G 1rould have lost thee) . I hnvo boeun to realize 1mat a tor:l.ffic 
obstacle tho roquiro.'llOnt that they read md interpret the Constitution is ; undor­
stand:l.n; t 11o printed ;rord is not a str ong point, perha!)f; because the printed word 
is usually a l:l.e in t hei.r e~~rioncc , But this is more or less based on inadequate 
evidence; I haven't asked ny clns,;s to rend nnythin,:l yet, . 
!laney is find:l.nz the teaching , under most nppnll:l.ng conditions, very tr'.f:l.ng. She 
fea ' uttorly unprepared and at sea both No(Irohis t tor y ;lise and discipl:l.ne in bi:t 
class wioo, and hasn •t been able to loosen up eno\.\311 to do daring t:11n$S like sto,"'' 
oxtompornnoous plays (not that she 1s got any room in her attic) or somt :!.ng, 
So sho 1 s tonso; but everyone else seems pretty loose. Of course nll sorts of 
antipathies, some o.r t);Er.l Wl"J stron~ indeed, hnve developed, and life is not easy 
in all oorts of ways . 1oore is sirlply no privncy nowhere , for in11t.'Uloo, and no time 
off, or anythino;: t o do ,lith time orr, t.IJough ue did have o uondorf\11 July 4 picnic 
Satut•day out in the country on n lle~o farm twildly inte:ll'ltod 11ith local blacl:s) , 
And it ' o been up in the hundreds or high ninties temp-1/i.se for d:l;rs . Du t the cops and 
ot!lor citizens have b<Jon quito nt peMo ;d t!l us, so far, lly fo<Jlin:; 1a that the 
llogroes ore very~ restless nnd are set to do biz civil ri1)ttc tldno :t\ds <;umrner ; 
SUCC is pledged not to dononstrnte l))ld not o test the civil ri·:·1ts leu, ~m.ch in 



ny opinion u:-oo n --d.:: !.a :o; ~o":ll •'il 'o -.n~n · to loaon ... tr ... to r>n,~ 1'::\VO 1~ """~-

tc .. t.ed ·:~~~ 1-· (:o~ ·~ .. to~ , :Jo:liJ ·o :t"l~ntol : rn :"~rontl~' i ... t·,o ounf) io rc~dy 
it ' n o:~ ·:it:• tho cit·r, lmt 1:' not ~·ou ·ot a• ·r..,·· .od) , M<l ~:'!l ·r.:.ll bo loo::in · <) a:; 
"or lo~ ·I .,.,· :tp. !" ~ n·• <'on 1t ;ot i" "rn u:: ' .• ·ri 1 bo . .,o h.'ld for u:: 'tnU too ixld 
fort: CD; -:-.:o ~rc: ccrttinl~r not ;oin·; to nn'~o n lln1o·· co;'ltr.i.'.,\tlon ·Y, civi~- r:· ·;t~ lTJ 
tr"in,.,. "'~ '=!"\·U-"'lel :lll ··o onf)~'J into ocl·ool:l . It ' ~ ~:ioibl·'l ~:::'1~ ;.: t:)f} cit:; dccideY 
t:4'\t ~10 .. e~es t!~ -1- ... ,. ~ '";Ot 01 \ ~ 0 ~ , .:.net, '~!10y fl..,_!, hit UB f'lt'":J~ in oro "" to ~:e 
t' o S ~rn out ot t~1:e !Xotroo!l ; nrt1 f'f' C01U•:io if t~or1 ~!'J ov~rt a.,"it:'!t.ion -.... ~·-o 
l:":cJ.:,· ~ .. o !:i ....r..:"rey; · ~ o ... ~r- ... .:.:lo (j.f' t! or"" io nny oJ- r :i;;o l'lf't) ue 1ro :::~f'o 
(fl"'C o con:;) , 7!\c oCioo in 1 :ccomb uan bon bod 1~ t ni ·:ht; I :;n "IO:;o •.i·oooidea:; 
OTO"d, t'ou·' t!'o ~ Jt,os been v r:; r~ort nnd n' "l"OO~ive in l~o.tioohur~ !::l.n:; 
~rott.d in evor x±t ittle incident, cmd thnt ' o -;ood. (":'l:o :1ini:;ter 1::: bnil i:; 

'i001 t:.tr> • S'T. for a bod ci ook, or rctl·or ~'or oVOrW'I''m '!Coo•tnt/in:r·•.fficicn~ i\•.ndo) . 

·o·l ·10.~ l 'n I"'.mnin; o:lt of onorcy. H"tr aro you nnd tUl ~~~t7 "/o roo.Uy hvn bonn 
:; :u-c"in. tl r< ~· 0:' 1\!"lplo Mil i.ti.n for l ott.or:J frcxl :;ou (\10 not co.-.eono ;;O<Iay junt 
do· m fro Jcc!::.on ~1o h:~:l rnn into t:1o four I(zoo la~zyCro ;;!' olJJ r day) . IJob Soir 
anJ n.c" lov , 

. 
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