July 8, 1964
Dear S and Di

Yreetings; and }ike, why havent you iritten? Didnt you get our many (4 o) 1 otiers?
With request for photo of auto title? I got Miss plates yesterdoy; was I moud,
What a false sense of security ther impart; but I feel 1ike a rat ridins in the
Hemro sections of town.
We are busy unto distrextion; something like Goo 600 people signed up for Froedom
Schools, but they sort of come and go like the Arabs, .lancy promised the Uazpo
to write them periodical letters about what's up, tut she hasnt had time, and I
dont feel up to it; we don't write to anyone nearly, (Thinlinz it over i ¢ nt
remember whether I have '#i% .en from here or not; maybe we only wrote once).
In the other room people are assorting our libraryy which has really thousands
of volumes; the tiny ex=barber shop we've ot for it is too smnll, e o211 do this
in our spere time, Nancy is off teaching at True light Daptist Clmrch; I have
gotten away with nothinz to do for the evenins sessions becouse noone showed up
at the nlace I was supposed to be at; but the minister was embarassed and has
promised (threatened?) to corall students for us, which doesn't exactly make me
#'lad, In the am I ride out to Pelmer's Croszing, which is this incredible large)
Hetro sort of town outside the city limits, vhere I teach at Priest's Creek. (Baptist
Church), We are 7oinz bats not lmowing what to do dth all the types who have
enrolled; like I mean, the thinrt hns motten totally oub of hand and become a mass
movemant of the worst order., (Interruption: they just put the haad of the minlster's
project in jail for cnoline a bad check, <‘he minister's project is this prgect that
keeps bringing these ministers into towm ; Bob Beech rddrerdmestmPdiradiz has boen
in town since Feb doins it{ Ile male a biz breakthroush the other d-y when he got
a local MD to agree to hold inter-raclel s¢minars in his home and fo lobby for a
cormittee on the race problem in town,) “hyway we are up to our ears in tiny ldds
and old men; the orizinal ide- of an elite training school for future leaders has
gotten 1Bst and not been renlaced byfenything whatever, conceptuwise; we have made
to terrible mistake of bowinz to popular demand and teaching math and sciance,
And then there's this Negro history jazz; our co-ordinators are big on Negro his 'roy
and have sold it t everyone, except the wiite teachers; anywhy we have these Ebony
marazines and similar source material to boost our self-confidence, But the idead
is to teach gverything in modern terms: who fwas a 7reat Negro and wh t8s his relevance
for today? *‘hinms are five times more struct than you could have imnr~ined
and there is thirty times as much to do as anywme could do and the classes are closer
to thirty than the proferred five and the classrooms are in church attics and like thatj
and we are alvays beinz resomed by busloads of ppo-teachers manufactured in NY; and
today the Wednesday in M ssisssippi Women from the Nationla Yomen's Club arrived
and one out ofevery three people is an FBEI or a lawyer or a mindster; BUT ANYIAY
we are doint all sorts of neat things, su bh as tallking, often really talking, to
llegroes, who are quite on top of it all here, I mean, they are most alert and
Imovlegeable, even thoush the ldds are fidghtfully imnorsnt in an academic sense;
they don't get alien ideas and words and can't understznd what isn'T talked to them
in the cowversation style., But we've been doing soclo=drama and stuff like that
which is very fine; today my class (jr-high to soph high) played a “ongressional
commitiee and learned all about how Congress works, of which they were totally
imorant; arparantly noohe Hho's trisd hns found someone who !Zows about the
intefgration Supreme Court decision. ymich suprises me because they are all quite up
on current events; they really whopoped up the eivil rights 1dll, and all hate
Goldwater fantabtically; he really has utterly lost every last Nezro vote, down here
anyway, where the blll means a great deal, Kresge's and such have integrated with
no trouble (I just read that funny last sentence, If there were any Nezro wotes
to lose down here, G would have lost them), I have begun to realize what a teriffic
obstacle the requirement that they read md interpret the Constitution is; under-
standins the printed word is not a strong point, perhaps because the printed word
is usually a lie in their experience, But this is more or less based on inadequate
avidence; I haven't asked ry claszs to read anythinz yet, .
Naney 1s finding the teaching, under most appalling conditions, very trying. She
fee utterly unprepared and at sea both Negrohisstory wise and discipline in big
class wise, and hasn't been able to loosen up enough to do daring things like stage
extemporaneous plays (not that she's got any room in her attic) or somt ing,
So gshe's tense; but everyone else seems pretty loose, Of course all sorts of
antipathies, some of them very strong indeed, have developed, and life 1s not easy
in all sorts of ways. “here is simply no privecy nowhere, for instance, and no time
off, or anything to do with time off, though we did have a wonderful July 4 picnie
Saturday out in the country on a Negro farm fwildly interrated 1dth local hlacks).
And it's been up in the hundreds or high ninties temp-wise for days. Dut the cops ond
Ethar- c¢itizens have bean quite at psase with us, so far, My feelinz is that the
egroes are very mixy restless and are set to do big edvil rishts thins this sumer;
Sllg:it.‘.‘bn is pl&dgegynnt to demonstrate and not o test the civil rihts law, vhiich in



ny opdnion was a mistake; people will be woniin- to demonstrote and have laready
tested the lav (some made it, some 7o® arreated: apparently il the owmer is ready

it's ok :Aith the eity, but if not you mot arroated), and they will be looldn~7 io us
for leadorship, If they don't ~ot 1t from us it 1dll bo %oo bad for us and too bad
for them; we nre cortéinly net mping to mnle a major contribution to civil ri-+his by
tryinT to channel all the enerzy into schools, It's vossible thnt if the city decides-
that the llerroes are ab-ui %o 7et out of hand, they may hit us first in order to tale
the stean out of the Herroes; and of cowrse if there is ovort azitation we are

likely to ot hit anpway: bt otheridse (If there is any othermdse left) we're s-fe
(fror the cons). The office in MeComb was bombed last nizht; I surpose thoneideas

spread, thoush the FIOI has been vory elert and azsressive in Haltlesburz ~Idnt é
around in everyfirm 1itile incident, and that's 7ood. (The minister's bail is ’

J2500, oite o sum for a bod check, or rather for overdrawn accomt/insufficient funds).

ell well I'm runninz out of energy, [ w are you and all that? Ul really hwe been
soarching the rather arple mail Win for letters from you (we met someone today just
dovm fron Jackson :ho had run into the four Kzoo lawyers th: othor day), Doh Soir
and much lov:,

“ancy ond Joe

0O ) M, Dile =8
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