REPORT ON TRIP TO COLIMBYS 7/8 - 7/9/64

Feter Marcuse and Demald Ellicct went te Colmbuws after a
short gstep at Canten on the movning of July 8.

When ve first arrived in tewn, and bafews costacting amy of
the COFC workers we called and visited Qecrge Sohwitser, Beq
¢ practicising lecel attermey whese family due kmew Bi11 Wiggs
well, and vhe had met Mol Wlff, Ws told ws that mest of the
tows was lav abiding and tended to be Teasemsble, but that there
vas & group that was stremgly oppesed to what the COFO peeple
were deiag. W suggested that the lecel juige was a fair aad
decent man, but that the City sad Coumty Presscuter by the neams
of Jus Sans would be very difficuls to deal with. e suid thet
the Mayor was trying to keap things en an even keel, but was
owbject to great pressure.

We thea went out to the COFO headguarters ia & howse in
selatively good vepair in the Wagro section of towm at 1212
Heuth 17th Styeet. Ve tlaked with Dave Lewsemes (7) vhe was
the commmications and sesurity mam and in chamge while Dem
Miller was tempovarily away, and with ene of the ministers whe
is helping the grewp. They teld ws that 3 werhews head beoea swwested
just aa hour or 00 earlier and that the COPO pesple had ast been
able co find eut what the charges wewe. altheugh the arweets had
came while the workars were camvassiag as past of the veter
registration drive. We all agmeecd that 4if pessible we wemld
try umc maintain the greatest psace pessible betweem the city
aud che COFO operation and comprimise amy legitimase twmffie
psoblems ete,

Ve then weat to the City Hall and visited with the Weyer,
William J. Propet fer abewt 40 mimutes. Although en the surface
frisadly he was not the lesst bit intewssted ia amplewing apy
ways of limiting fricition betwesa the lesal commmicsy and the
COFO operetion. e told we thet the applisstien thet the OO
poople had made for a permit teo give swt liteveture had bose
tuwrnsd dovn withowt dissemt by the City Commsil and he gave w
a copy of the letter of refusal. e vefused to tell we, as he
had earlier vefused to tell the GINO pecple whet cwisess weme

applisd. sayismg simply that cach commsilmsm hod 2 vese and thes
aone of them had o sccomt fow hov be emaveised 12,


http://Csm.it/
http://af.gr
http://cenoyrlad.ee

Coludous e p

M coer viiited Joo Sams the city and County Prosecutor. Ris
PCepLioe wvas 8T the bast Frigld emd after 3 speconds o po of
pleagantrise v cold er that he was sute v all vepresented insurance

comaniss w20 whea you did youo explored the pessibility of settlesent
but chat in cthis case there would be 00 settlement. This is war
gentiswes he said. W left,

%o then decided chat the emly course was to taks all the lagal
stepe ot our cemmand., While im the Meyer's office and at our urging
he had cslled cthe police dapartuent to inquire what chasge these was
against the 3 arrested that afternoon. The Policechisf came in while
we were there sad said that they were charged with distributing
1saflets wicthout a permit,

) W wat to & local ststincary stexe and bought seme peper and
cardben paper aa 4 tried to sent & Cypowwiter, The clesk told wo he
dids’t have sutherity co spprove our evodit and made ws wait for the
sanager vhe azvived about 5:30, The wemages, & youmg fallew, was
frisndly and wvo had & long chat wicth hin, B 0old w thet he just
wasced to stay out of amy tvouble swrvewndiang this eivil righte thing,
and that as & basincoonsn whe dealt with the publis he ecould net &
eaything eles. W said s 4ida’'t soe smy voooon vy he couldn't
et ws & typéuritex, but that he didu't sell the ONFO pesple amy
f1 ¥imme peper becuwase it bad & wetommask ea it vhish enly ke seld.
B sadd that 1if his conpetitier in toum found this watemmask ea o
60 1eaflet, he husuld be finished, Pimally after sess treubls
we get the Ctypswwisew,

W had oupper with the OGFO pesple ia the fresdem house and
iatevviewsd thoge whe wre sveiladle, That evemisng Chey veseived
a baub threat and 90 they got very listle clesp. Wa spent the bebter
pert of the night (watil 5:30) peparing the petitien for vemeval
which is in the fils. W worhed with & lawyer, Geouge Rime Beybia
o had com to Columbus ooms doys before fwem the Wemphis LCDC
office and whe is admitted in the Nesthern Bletviet of Niss. W
had tried ve appesy for Dewse Clushakew ia the cwuffis eages, but

hed bean objested £o by twe lesal ettexmeye, imsludiag the peesssuter.
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+ 3 « Coluwmbus Trip

2a yal, 9, w Jdulibed o the rsudial papers, vhils George
tock che mouey which had been wised in and bailsd et our clients.
They tws ;shice fellowe had besm kept ia a eell by themselves and
had st bess migtrestad at all whicls ia jail. In fact ems of the
Jail pesscanel had gome and gocten them semsthing te eat, with their
smey, because acthing was sexved ia the jail after they were pished
uwp watil the neaxt sowniang.

i then dyeve the Abosdeca and filed the vemeval petitiem
wvithest sny tresfile, and in faet the clexk was very plessant and
showed ws the other twe petdtisns that hed been filed e far ia
that Ceoumrt, |

Ga the way heme w otepped by the lasmeny commmmity ia Cawrthege
ead wet daxv Bsuiteruma and Al lessmer ead cams ea hems to Juchsem

Do, CoLt


http://Ab.ri.sa



