
•• 

• • 

Hi! 

[l] 

COFO Colll.llluniLy Center 
Box 54?, 
Shaw, Mississippi 
July a, 1964 

I will try to keep this to a reasonable length. Not much tan­
gible has happened/. since you last heard from me. We have been 
working on setting up the colll.lllunity Center- bu;llding tables, 
bookshelves and such and typing everything imaginable. l'le are 
running off copies of all our news relaesee~ so I will try to x 
enclose copies instead of trying to write about them. I sent 
a relatively long letter to t.he church and a long one to Paul 
this week; one a night appears to be all that I can handle. I 
have so much to tell everyone that it seems a real crime to 
stop writing, no matter bow many other \)eople are wait~ to 
hear from me. I plan to try to get a letter written to Jackie 
about a little Negro girl here who is just about his age, tel­
ling him about her life and the situation which she can expect 
to face when she grows up. This particular girl appears to 

be very intelligent -- she is learning -t;o type and she likes to 
write storees. I think that she may hav·e a chance where n;ost 
of the kids around here won't. 

I am now living in the home of a widow, Her husband apparenlily 
left her iairly well off, because she has a large four room 
house with inside plumbing aY,_d a nice kitchen, She doesn't 
have an,2thing like 11,twilww,A.washillg machine, out her situation 
is far better than the one I Iaced when I came into Shaw. The 
family I was livillg with was seven strong1 they livei21' in a five 

. room hoase with no running water but plenty of roaches, They 
t, .,l/v:.A driving me out of ~ mind because I coul.dn' t get away .from 

?""them<: Here the worst beasties are tiny brown 8,llts who like the 
plastic dish scourer, It is a very welcome changC. 

In a way though, I feel guilty, b~cause I feel that I am no·t 
seein15 the real Negro South. Most of the people down here seem 
to have more than. 1 expected to find and the reception has been 
better than any of the things I had beard bad led me to expec~. 
In a way, I almost feel cheated, but I know ~hat a lot of what 
I expected would be intolerable bo me now. 

The tension is so111,ething else again, however. There seems to 
be no limit as to how much tension can be contained in a situ­
ation when nothing is happening, 'llhed~ only manifestation of 
any kind o• hard feeling- that I have e:xperienc-ed has been the 

_.f?-ct that the phone company has been stallillg for several days 
about installing a phone at the local center here, despite the 
fact that it will be a pay phdne and that the deposit has al­
r~ady been payed. There has been one other emall thing; some of 
the local merdhants have started to refuse to cash t'ravelers' 
Checks where we had no trouble before. 

As far as I have been able to determine, there has been abso­
•lutely no trouble rlth the mail, Nothillg has failed to arll!ge 

except the stulf that wae sent to Jackson, and I think that a 
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l<>t of that can be attributed to tbe fact that the Jackson 
office is abnormally busy right now and forwarding mail takes 
time. I don't imagine that this can be blamed on the ~ost 
Office at all, 

However, jus.t to make sure, I am going to write to Jackson to­
night and ask them to forward the stuff, that I will pay any 
charges and that if it isn't there that I wish that they would 
start Dracers on it. Ok? 

I called Paul tonight for a few minutes. It really felt good 
to talk to him. He is feeling very good about the return of 
Fred's bike and he feels that he isn't doing too badly in 
school. I sure hope that he can pull B's in his courses because 
r would hate to have him' have to drop out of school for such 
a petty thing as grades, and in his case, they are petty. 

There is one apparent development that really bot~ers me. I 
hea.r<i indirectly that tht• Community Center might be transferred 
to Clevelan·d yet, and the idea o~ setting up a Center in Mound 
Bayou has been discussed. If I iet t.ransferred aF,ain, i·t is 
really going to get me down. I have started to feel that I 
have found a place where I belong and that I have a re8l con­
tribution to make. Trahsferring would make me lose those ten­
tative roo:t:s that I have put down and make me lose a lot of the 
security that has been created here. T really feel that my 
moving would be a mistake and that~t-J;

6
it appears that I am 

not going to be able to count on~ permanently in one 
place, that I should think seriously about leaving the pro-
ject. I don't know if this will happen, but it does bother me. 
:/hat do you think? Is this a selfish .attitude of mine or am 
I just being realistic about my position and possible contri­
bution? I'm not really sure and I woul.d like to know your ideas 
on the subject. 

The food here is good, far too good. I think that my expecta<ei 
tion of losing 1dua weight this summer was '1J1Dealistic, I am 
going to have to be really careful not to gain about twent;y 
pounds! And it isn't my faalt; these women cook huge meals and 
are insulted if you don't eat more than your fair share. I have 
to take the smallest piece of everything i~ 1 alil not to be unable 
to arise from the table, The food is not alw3ys what I have x 
been used to, but it isn't far different. ~ The major pro-
blem seems to be t!he amount of starch, but they don't seem 
to believe 1n lean meat either, The woman with whom we are 
st·,ying is supoosed to be on o low choleste.rol and 1- salt 
diet hut she eats fat pork chops, fri~d chic~en, potato chips, 

_a.nd everything else that she wants. Fler only concession seems 
to be skim milk and ice m.illt in place of their richer counter­
~arts.I asked .her about it, but she dia.(t really answer me, 

The county sheriff sent word that he wanted to talk to the vo­
lunteers, so mos~ of us have ~one up. He will protect us be­
cause he doesn't want his count;y to have the kind of publicity 
that J)t...iladelphia has had to face. If we ste'J) out of line or 

.even seem to, I'm sure that he would h~ve no gualms about·arres­
- ting us on the sjlot and prosecuting us to the hilt. 

-----·--·· 
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Could you send me some chca:p sl;ationer,v from 'the µ-rocer'y store? 
I am bound to run out of tyoing paper hefo,·e top many days 
pass, and I don't want to have to borrow it, 

•rhe project here 'is in a strange situation now; no one' is 
really sure just what his. job is now,, except ma,ybe me. As a 
r~~ult there are a lot of·~eople who are really discouraged 
at.iout their presence here and fee;i. that ·t-heir tiwe could be 
n,uch cetter spent than it is now. I won.' t argue with them, 
.L sometimes feel the same because th:e local reaction here has 
n.ot been the .kind that ·1 would really like; to have the kids IIOI 
want to have their own library and want to learn hov, to use it. 
Thoe people who bave shown an interest have come in and settled 
in a inconvenient corner and looked at picture books. I know 
that they cannot read lllcy'thing much more difficult than this 
and that any desire to read is a good sign. However, they 
haven't discovered the magic of books yet and can't seem to 
feel at all at ease in the library . • 
I h3VP. checked out two books so far, On ahe Beach and one of 
the Cub Scout Handbooks. Maybe I'm just being picky because 
I'm tired, I don't know. 

I really like my roommate. He:e name is Judy Michalowski, and 
she is a senior at Lawrence College in Appleton, Wisconsin. Rer 
holllt'. is in New 1lritain, Connecticut. Her folks bave" be.en active 
in"underdo~ movements for as long· as sbe can remember and they 
are sup,t>orting beJ:1 1)resence he.re to the hilt, Her boyfriend 
at:>Plied and was actepted for tbe Project, but his i!Qther was 
rutlly bothered about bis cominB, so be dropped out at the 
last minute,. She (Judy) is a oerson with remarkably the same 
kind of per.sonality as I hope that mine is". She is open yet 
quiet, frank yet tad.tful, and much fun without sacrificing real 
dedication to her purpose in being here. She is one of the 
FreedollGI School teachers here in Shaw and she seems to have 
about the S(l.me problems and attitudes as I do. The project 
is breaking up early enough fo~ a lot of the kids to go to 
Atlantic City to picket the convention and try to get the Free­
dom delegation accepted as the legitimate Visa. grou1), Rer 
folks h.ave made plans to meet her there and join in the picket 
line, making a real vacation out of it, I hol)e that it works 
out. 

There is supposed to be a week's break sometime during the sum­
mer, at least for the Freedom School personnel, If I also get 
a break, I am supposed to leave the Project area, Do you have 
a.n,y suggestions as to what I might do? I don't have any ideas 

--ur·to where I shoud go, 1t would seem wisest to leave the state, 
bnt there isn't anywhere nearby that I have friends, is chere? 
And I surel;y cannot a£ford to travel torthe whole week, regar4.-
less of what I am supposed to do. • • 

I guess that I had better go and write to Jackson. 
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