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Mention vaa made laat time of two l ooal indll.atrlea. Tta "f oan 1110re aooura tel7 
be 4uorlbed •• foll owa 1 
Cbal"'ll Orit;.nala Ino., a dlvialon or Col Ulllbia 'l'oT Product.J Home ott1ce 
lliiiiaa d1 , MO. Pruident of canpany, She1111an Ro t~.enbergJ Mnsr., Jllll 
Zt.aenun(vbo llvu 1n Cleveland). Information aent 111e t'l!om Atlanta list• 
Si&le"f Lertng11ton aa prealde t ot thi a 1'11"111. I don't lmow it thla is true 
or what. . 
Ruleville M£f• vo., Home offi ce N.Y., N. ' .J Pr esi dent Bob SpiewakJ Mngr. 
N11te Pr:&i.oiC WhO !1Ye11 in RuleVille). 
I don •t know wheter these are M li l plants. The oount7 asaeasor wa11 not 
willing to give me &n"f information. 

1 •ntioned Sidney LeTii!ston 1n last report. Add the following intol'lll&-
tion to hh doae!er. 1' 1'15'1·6o Delta Council ot Induatrinl and Oo..un1 t'1' 
Develo~nt D1reotorr liata him a.11 one ot the tour Vice prellda ta. iie 
bad(baaf ) j'IU'idlotion over f'ive oo11111itteeaa Diluter Preparedneaa, Health, 
Labor, Legialatlonf . Pl'eaa and Radio. The M1••· Ofttoial and Statiatloal 
Repuer tor 1960-04 llata h1m a• a Bal'nett Colonel. There h too a 
St&Dlg LeTiM:aton Of Rulwille(.not IIUI'e U' 1012 ot Si d) • He ia a director 
oP the Piettia BiDk and 'l'N at "'o. ot Ruleville I baa, and ma., atillbe,, 
pruiclent ot let llational .ISanJc of Oleveland( Bolivar)., t hill vu 1.D 1940-S4J 
fa preddent ot Delta G1.D Co. ot lNleYUleJ member of Ruleville Obaber ot 
Oc M" oeJ and 11 the biggeat .Bo7 Scouter in th e Delta. He 1• alao on the 
OOIP"mity oo1mo1l tor the t he Delta Council of' Ind. and OOI!I!Il. Devel.tor 
Ruleville. Levingston produ ces cotton aa tollowat (Cotton prtce •apport 
loan• made ) Alllt. Alllt. 

Balea loaned Re~aid 
1961 to J . LeTlngaton Eatate, c/ O S1dne7 216 0)7,8651 3$ $7,4!1.48 
1962 " " " " " " 887 1491 022.1.4 l,U7.S8 
1962 to Sldne., Levlng•ton 457 75,4$6.16 1,081.90 

White ~11Wli tzt lie are re~teivtng regular ool1ce patrol ot Negro arna . 
Pollce¥ten aeem concer ned, but tbetwo 1no1denta related in the enclo~~ed 
p~e•• r eleaaea 1nd1oate tb1a r elat1onahi ? ia not entirely peaoh7 keen. 
There 1a a l ooal reaation to tb.e c1Y1.1 r1gb.ta pa .. age. em. drug etore baa 
removed aea ta boca ita l unoh counter and at leaat one •ervlce 11tat1on baa 
light l y painted over the " ihite" an.d "Colored'' 11ign1 over t he ro11t room door ! •• 
we v1l l tr7 to get a more oom'Olete ooYe:rage ot these changes . An i ntere11tin g 
aeoret meeting w11a held 1n an abandoned house a'bol t 4 T'li • .N1l ot Rulnil l e . 
Tbia aboul d be kept cont1dential a1noe it would be n1o11 to aee it t his a 
resular a eet1ng place and we can only do t hh it no'bod;r k:nowa we h ave way• 
ot keeping tra ck ot t his kind ot t b ing. About SO aut oa a~peared all at onoe 
at tb1a houae, llkel7 from RuleVille and Drew. Rug11 were tacked oftr aperturet 



apertures, and the meeting lasted traa 9-11~ Only men were present, one 
tor .ure trom RuleTill e. Only the tolloving conclusions oan be dravn1 that 
it wu well plaJmed in advanceJ people came and lett efficiently. 'l'his wu 
on tt. Di~t ot 2 July, 'l'hursda;J, coincident with e1gning or bill. s trmse 
r111110r trom. local white 'lFW that m•bers or that club are ao noerned we will 
be down to integrate soon th ere. 

RuleYill e Proaact ActiYities• Community Center and Freedom School bas been 
set up at 826 i ver St reet(rear ) . An outline and schedule of aurriculum 
h enclosed. About 12 persona attend 1n th e moninge, and )0 to 40 come to 
afternoon eessiona. We have ab(llt a ) , 000 vol=e excellent l ibrary. 

f 

OOliiiiiWlity center cares tor children while mothers attend olassee 1n mornins. 
Also center ponducts l i teraoy instruction and at the moment is help ins Q1 t / 
treedom school pm gram. Soon center p eople will start a ewwing pr ogr• and 
reo1p e exchange club. We are extremely pressed tor room. \\ 
Big event was vhit of 4 vongreumen on 3 JUly Fr iday mass meeting. Ooli\ot1:­
on that night (usual coll ection to dei'ray costs of transport to courthouse) 
yielded ~8. On 4 July the local peopl e threw a p10D1c dinner at the 
Williams Chapel 1n honor of the civil rights WO"r-l!era down tor t he aummer. 
'!he insurance policy for Wi lliams Chapel , alll'lle t hat got molotov ed recent~, 
bas been canceled. lie h ave so ra.r made unsuccess.ful attempts to get an 
ins. policy. Drew has still not been I'"eached very penetratingly. Partly 
this 1a our 1'ault . We have got about half dozen from that community down 
to our Ruleville meet~a and a couple h e,ve gone down to court boua• Much 
remaina to be d.on• he.re and we are att empting to f ind a place to hold meeti~ 
WE have made two trips t o Indianola an.d workers report an extremely hospit­
able reception by local Negroea. Inisnola baa an anti-leaflet ordinance, 
except by permit after bearing before mayor ahd aldermen. We r eeei"f'e4 a 
ta"f'orable deoision on our leatlet(good tor only 5 days). This allowed distr i-
bution on public property. We will an-pl y again wh en thia period runa out, l 
but have been 1Dtormed that t he hearing board •nill not mee t after lJ July. 
LllVJ'Brl have expressed intereat 1D testin,g t ae crJ nstitu tionslity or t he 

oPdinance . Local ottioi ala were aoa what contused in adminlatering it. 
Sheriff told us we could no at t.hem on utility poles but o1 ty attorney fel t 
this waa illegal. A group of white youths tore aaae down of'f the polea and 

ll.. we l odged a c0111plaint with 110l ice. No action taken. George Lee Jones, 
f'70UD8 Negro ot Indianola, has e o tar acted aa all-purpose SUide and major 

' " enthu~ aat. Indianola Negroes are rife for action. We till soo.n abitt 
\i registra tion effort there and are pr esen tly aetting un a block captain 

syst-. ot omvusing. James Smith the Smit h of the Smith- Dillon Fun .. al 
....,, Bol!le(big Negro 1110rticiai:l of counti~, ia Commander ot NegJ:"O Alii. Legion Poet 
-.1. ~ •• ush&a to sap-pori liS heaT1l7 but undetconr .. ~ Mrs. Ethel Bankstoia leBB 

1
-. 

~ militant, a scbool teach er, but will support probably. Both are P oommun • 
~ leaders and both are reg1stel"ed Yotera. Dr. E. L . White is t he Negro 

cormnunitY•s mtjor s pokesman, a TOIIl, used by whitea. other Indianola matC'ial 
under that beading. 
A large s hipment ot clothing vaa raoeiYed tram aourcea north and bas been 
diatributed here in Rulevill e. 'l'hia ia the ah1pment included in the tm cit 
1Dc1dent 1n enclosed pre ss release. 
A oMI'ftm1 ty quest1ondre tor RuleYllle 1a nov finally ready for d1atr1but1on. 
'l'hia will be used to involn the J'OUth group bereJ they will administer the 
queati onaire. Bopetul17 ve will set up this project on a block oaptaln basis 
that a&T be able to be transformed tor "f'o ter registra tion PW'POIBB, eilo. 
We 1ve decided to do a ocmplete J)Opulatlon study, not just Sl!llple. 

Indianola I 

Oommnnity ot about 7, 000 J 4J.9~ vbite, 36.1_% Negro , about 40 , 000persona 1n 
1$ mile r adius. Count y seat Suntl.ower ounty. Government • or-Aldenu.n 1 
Ka7Qr ••••••••••••• !OB M. Piilta u 

Al.deJ'IUD •• , •••••• Ira T. Ol'oabJ' (Airport, Civil Det., and Sobool oadssioner~ .............. 
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'Attitude toward industry llke unto ot her Mlea. munioipalitiea; BAWl, tu 
ez~ption t o r 10 yeara, and manufacturing inventory exempt ion all stre ssed, 
u vall aa t he f avorable l ab or cl llnate. 

AD outstanding ci tizan of Indianola is J ohn Hough, Bapresentative in 1be 
M1as. Legialature. His other a ssociations are aa f oll ows: ~Ginner; Re altor 
md deTaloper; Put Pres. Indianola Rot81'7J Past prea1dant nd. Investment 
Oluba Al.dv~ for 3 t e:rmaa Colonel in Mi aa . St at e Guard ; P?es. Indianola 
Ob•uer ot ommerce ; Dil'egtor ot 1be Delta OalncU (year ?) ; Mi n . Eoon. OounoUJ 
•um Blare au; Sons of the Oonteds' acy; Sons ot t h e Am. Revol uti on ; and last but 
not least, White Oitizens~OOl nd. 1. I t hink you could call Mr. Hough a one 
-.n power structure. 

laD1'lovv Oount:r : 

I ban a ccumulated s ome atutt on sunn.. Co . which while not s trat egic migbt 
be uaet'ul.. Non e ot it is dittioul t t o obtain. ~vuer, since ve had some 
taoouble i n Jackson ge t t ing at the Over all Eoon. av . Plan. t or t h e 001 nty, Ia:Ll 
au.aarize some stuff f r om a c opy I e xamined 1n the Indi anola Chamber of Oomm • 

.Alao encl os ed is an up- to date llst ot county off1 ci .als(also not d f f i<11lt \J 
get at) . 

~the OBDP: St udy al mpl eted 1n !-larch( '?) , 1962. The Suntl . Co . Develop~~~~~ n t 
i.Dlzat!on is composed of t he f ollowing gent lemen: 

Prea ••••••••• ~ene Kirk 
VPres ••••••• J . A. Ely 

S.oy •••••••.•• Ceoil Black Jr . 
Dlreops 

Diet l •• BUnt er Pr att 
Wi lliam Erviii 

2 •• Allen l·!urt agh 
Harold Hall 

J •• w.w. Gr esh am Jr. 
Farmer Hamil t on 

4• .J. 1· . Fi she r Jr. 
Ed Britt 

5 •• Del Burke 
w.o. Wi l U .t'or d 

I kaov th1a is delving into ezoeadve deta.il, bujl I r e cognize some big names, 
all the big names 1n the county on the f ollowing members list. So .with all 
azeuaes h ere are~ some selected division memiersh1p li sts: 
Indllstrialt Prank Baker, obrmn., mot or oo ., Ind anol a 

Harold Dube, plant .mngre. 
Le i ght on Patterson, farmer , Sunflower 
Morrie Levis Jr., pr oe , Levis Qrooer Co., Indianol a 
J9llles Corder , f amtr 1 Indianola 
Wi lli am Wi l lifor d, Drew 
~tanle7 LeTinget on, Bus. Exeo . , Doddvil le9( s i o) 
W. w. Gr esham Jr., Indi anola 
W. o. Weber, motor oo. , Indianola 
W. M. Garr ard h , farmer 

.lgr1oulture:J. ~. St owers, ohrmn., f armer, Moor h e ad 
Frank Tindall , farmer, Indanola 
J ames Rober tson, tamer, Holly Ridge 
Char l es Pishaokerly, farmer-g i nner, Sunflower 
T. A. Murtagh, farmer , Moor he ad 
George h . Li ps, farmer, Iniola 
H. T. Mi ller Jr. farmer, Drew 
ill. D. Marlow, IU, farmer, RuleTille 
W.M. El"tl n. farmer. InT-••11 



OoT•t. 

w. M. Erv in, farmer, Inverne ss 
Rodgers Bl'uhier, fa:m.so 1 Indianola 
WeO. Jones, farmer, Inverness 
Dozier Lester, "• " 
Billy Baird, " n 

· Attaira: C.M. Dorroush, ohrmn., •tayor of Ruleville 
G. w. Manning, pres. Board of SuperviiD rs 
Tom Pitt s , Mayor of Indianola 
John Houge, State Rep., Indiaola 
John Prichard, farmer , Inv erness 
Frank Brumfield, famermer , Inve~ess 
For rest Cooper, lawyer, Inidanola 
R. M. Allen, lawy,er, I ndiaonla 
Sfymour Johnson, farmer , Indianola 
Joe Baird, farme r , Inverness 
WaJ.ter Jones, taner, Inverness 

'!he general goaJ.s set1'cr th in t he OEDP are as f ollows: 
lldu.oation- expand Delta Jr. College(Wbite) to meet industrial needs of area. 
Industr.l. al- promote technical and vocational training in school aystem. 

promote establishment of 4-lane highway fran Leland to ColWilbua. 
Agriculture- 1Jivest1gat e need f or change in Miss . Fair Trade Law. 

increase farm net income 25% tor cotton; 40% for soybeans ; and 
50% for livestock. 

!he OEDP lists t he following tor imllledia te attent i on : 
1. water supply for town of Doddsville 
2. 1tr~oet and draiPago t or ~lev1lle 
3· sewage disposal for Indianola 
4. predatory dog control fur the m unty 
$. removal of dilapadated rural dwellings (Does this sound like a Negro removal 

program? ) 
6. take a otion to prev ent l enders penalizing small borne owner l oans by requir-

ing l arge discounts. 
71 Increase net farm inoome. 
!tw estimates uempl o,ment in May •62 a t 7 . 2%; of the total unemployment 
3. of t he 1n 1Nl'ed unemployed. From 19.$0 to 196o non-agricuJ.turaJ. 

increased 1,251 to 6, 639. In the same period agriculturaJ. 
•ployment decreased 5, .588 to 6, 540. This leads t h e compilers oft hue 
a\atiatics to muse: "'l'b.e decline in agricul tural had a tendency to bring to.U. 
-ploJD18nt down." 
'lbtal aaaessed vaJ.uat1. on for Suntl Co. (incl. r eal, p eriD nal, auto, public ut:S.. 
lities) $31,723 1 322. The county baa an industrial bond indebtedneu ot 
tl,067, 000. 
lfow that I t hink or it, this 1a getting to 1'actiah. 11' you O&Dlot get an 
OBDP, let me know and I 1ll have JttT secretaries put more or t hi s s tuff doVD. 
I oop1ed down quite a bit t or further r eference. 

Let me continue with 801118 facta on Sunflower Oounty . 
'l'lle tollonng 1a the list ot Bernett Colonel trom the County. It you can give 
•• Jobnaon Colonels, tine. 
ll'.l'ank Bl'\Dit'1eld, I v eme ss 
Robert L. Crook, lfu.leville( State Senater ) 
ll'.l'ank o. Or osthvait, Dr .. 
O.K. Davia, Moorhead 
Willi~ D. Donald,Morehead 
W.M. Dunoan,Inverneaa 
O.T. El.lia Indianola 
W.J. Godbold , Doodav ill e 
TOll c. Harpole, Drew 

r 



D.H.H&wldna , Indi.anola ~ 
Johll P. Henry, Drw 
Olen IWWlett, 11 

.t..w • .raaes, " 
D.L. Jonaa, Ruleville 
Pre4 Jooes Inve rness 
S14De7 Llvin8aton, Rulevill e 
O.A. MoOovan, Moorhe,d 
J oe M1JU, Drew 
'f. c. OVena, " 
W.D. Patteraon, Rome 
Robert Powell, Doddsville 
W.P. Scruggs, " 
B.Earl Shurden , Drev 
Otho Shurden, Drew 
Phillip Sklar, Drew 
Oscar B. Townsend , Indianola 

~~if{~~~7!'~~;::- aa of about •
1
aroh 1964 stood s.s fol lows: m •••..••.•• .•..•..•.• ..•••.••..•••.•••• 9 .6~ 

transportation and utilities ••. . ••••••• ~ ••• J ·c.1.9 
Wt.~ale and retail trade •••••••••••• •'''''••• •••• 9 . 2 
Serrtoe and misc ••••••••••• • •••••••••••• ldz •••••••• ,3. 2 
All go-.•t • . .•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• tzb •••••••• 9 .1 
Other non-a.gri ••.•••• • ••• •••••• ··•·*''jl;,:···· ... 15. 6 
Ap-1cultural •••••••••••••••••••• . .••••• f.l/ • .,, •••• 45. 2 
total a.ployed. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9).8 

Unemplo7ed, •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 . 2 

'l'h1a t aken trClll a recent ~tias . P&L atud,y. 

I had beat desist eiDoe I not e that these statistics nrobably are just 
padding things . I will try to t hink up some way to emoloy them in sqme 
.. an~ way. But itt here is i ndeed some point to col.lecting auoh data 
let .. lalow and it will be a pl~asure to del uge you. I 1m now beginning to 
aoquire i nformation on Bolivar Co . and will delay tbis until I oan put it 
dovn vith a ot11e kind o~ ocnoeptual ap1ne to it. 

JerTy i'eoklln 
Researob, Sunt1ower-Bol1var 




