
(Ed, note1Ae tbe ■ailinc •ea being prepared thia aecond letter wu received 
and ia included--dated Ju.J.y 5, 1961+ 

Dear Ch111:oh Member• and Frienda, 

I ha"re juat ,f~•hed IQ' firet week in Battieaburg, Miae.iaaippi u a vo·ter re• 
gietratiqn wc;,,rur i,n the Miasis.11i);l¢. Summer Project apo.naored bf COPO and Nee. 
It ~u been a hot ,and full. •e•k of 19.ng holU'a and 1ittle r~t. It ±a Su.day 
■o~qg July 5tl! and. ~any tbinga are going tbrough rq mind, 
(But befo~ 1' deacribe t,hie lut we;ek for -yo~ I want to urge you to write to 
■e. Ille ~ u ,yet not aure bow ■lioh llt:li,l ia actually receiyed, but Hattie•• 
burg ia well aware of who, if not l!hat, we are an~ therefore there ia no reu­
on to Um.it co-•:1,,ation -through Ol{I' office. !'l••• write nth. aay quaetione 
or obaenationa about the »rojeo.t, 4bout thia .Iii.INS of activity or anythiJ1$ 
elee 1md I will try to ana~r the■ in auoceeding le.tter•· )J:d. note•-111\Y quea• 
t:i:ou or obeerirationa can be ean.t through Dave Mi).ler. 

•\ . 
The prograa in Battieeburg coneiate of ,Fr"doa echoole, community centere and 
voter regiatra.tJ.on work. 'l'bia Jaet WM.II: fo1trteen .,re -teacher• ftn aent d01111 
froa an orientation ••••ion in R~hYila, ~enn••••• to help with the ,e8.plua 
applicant• for the f_ree!loa •choola which will be belcl throughout the city in 
negrc church••• The c;urricula will inclucler re■e.dial wor..k 1.n ·Engl.ie.h., math, 
science and couraes in government, negrc ldetor, (a subject not recogni&ed in 
Hiesieaippi aohoole), sewing, typing and art. 'l'heee clueee begin ~•lit week, 

• 
The co•unity centera are still in a fonaati•e etage. They will bouae the • 
library which baa been collected tor each community in the nortW and will con­
duct the adult literacy claaeea·and the leadorehip traini.ng programa. 

The voter registration work bu progressed well, Thia peat week •• have can- • 
•uaed all of tile negro areaa in the city announcing the fireedom. achoola and 
the ■.aaa ■eeting, whioll we held eMII evening to explai.n the project more fully 
to tile co~ty .. Becauae the purpoae thia paat••••lt wu infol"lllatioaal., the • 
n.uaber of •oter registrants bu not increued aigni.ficantly. In tbs next fei,, 
weaka we •611 again oan•aa• tbe city but with g~uter depth, discussing the 
registration proceea and eetting up 8lllall.neighborhood dieouaaion groupe;,to 
deal llitb the proceaaee, problems and mutual fears of people intereatecl in 
regiat•~ to~ 

I would like to 11pealt for a ■o■ent about fear, for it is very real h.ere and I 
had a difficult time reali&ing it ae a rea1ity, The t110 e•ente below indicate 
how it ie perpetuated in the li••s of the negro c;olllllunity. Fear in Miaaisaippi 
ia very difficult to characteri&e and perha_pa ■;r understanding of it will grow 
in time, Aa people talk and a.a I notice my own reaction,, fear here is an 
eYoryday problem, It is a conetant of a negrc 1 • life in Hiaeieaippi. Some­
times it ie aaorph.oue and genera1. Sometimes it is clear and apecif.ic. But 
it ia constant. There is general tear tor ono'e self, one•a home, and one'• 
fud.17, tho fear of physical injury or death and economic deatruction in the 
tor■ of a job lost or threat of a job loat. And there are apecitic threate 
and exaaplea or violence intended to frighten although the threat is small in 
itae1f. 

Honday night rifle ehota were fired into the engine• of two care used by the 
project 1.n Battieaburg, The incident itaelf wall emall and the damage could be 
repaired. However, it wu done while people walked in the etreeta from a car 
wi'tjlout liacen•• plat••• The implication for tbe negro co-unity wae clear 
in ita rellinder that neither property nor peraona are i-une to thia violence 
1.f these people ao decide, Thia 1.ncident wu not big enough to bring the 
~oaunity together in face of a comaon gbreat but r•ther it tended to rein• 
force ind.ividuala in indirldual teara. There ia also the natural hum.an tenden­
oy to prefer the tentati•• eafely ot today to the increaaed tension of a poten­
tial-filled toaorrow with which we auat deal, 
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Wedneadq evening a group of volunteer• were driving to Palmer'e -Croeeing, a 
·Negro ghetto about three mi.lea outside of Hattiesburg. Outside of the city 
ll•its tbe7 were followed ~Yan unidentifiable car. After a cbase 1 ·the car 
suddenl7 turned on its siren and forced them to tbe aide of the road. Aa we 
were tai.aght at Oxford, the windows were rolled down an inob and ~be doors re­
mained loclu!d. lb' bolding a flaehlight in their e~• eo ae not flo be identi­
fied, tile officer (later identified) began a verbage of profanity about the 
volunteers, their fas:I.Uee, their relati ... llipe eto. wblob onl7 increased when 
he perceived a negro girl volunteer in the back seat, Moving around the oar 
he ordered tbe door to be opa11ed. They hesitated, seeing the flashlight i.n 
one band and Ilia night etiok in the other, wbezeupon be reached tbrougb tbe 
window and slappe.d one volunteer about the tace, all the while using the moat 
oboene profaoit7. Tbe7 opened the door and began to uk bia name and badge 
n1111ber thereby distracting him from whatever be bad planned for them. The 
offic·er reconaidered bis poaition and '\'etreated to hi:a car orderi11g the volun­
teel'II to prooeed hoae. He foll.owed them to the firet of their houses. 1'bey 
all. "9Dt i'.llllide the bouee, looked 1,t and tnirned cu~ the llgbte after which the 
officer wai.ted in front for twent1 llinlltee before ~eaving. 'l'bie h11a been the 
extent of the barraeeMnt u:oept for ao■e harmleea but unnerving cruia,ing ot' 
the oftio• by wbite, carae • , 

"I .. 
I~ turneae to Battieebu'l's, there baa been a general tone of moderation ex­
preeeed b7 the leading citi.nna and by the poli•oe pri•arily becauee or the 
.national publicity focused on any blatantly rlolent acts, Miasi1111ippi ia very 
publicity sensitive and because of the national attention this summer there iis 
a •eaaure of safety here~ Thia cannot be aaid aa easily for atate officiale 
or for otber areaa of the etate like the aouthweet • 

• 
I~ tile• ne.xt letter I w'111 talk about the tieappearance or the three ciYil 
rights workers in Miaaisaipp1, its effect oil the volunteers and upon tbe negro 
co-un:it7 in M:l:eeiesippi. 

l eend my· beet wt:ebee r·or a gooil sW1111er. 

' . . ' 

... 

Larry Spears • 
• 

. ' 

• 




