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I h&'U boon boon nogleot1~ you aheunof'nlly , but I ho:v" & amni-ro48on. I 
h~o beon 1n Rulaville , abou 21 milos from hero , and I h.ve boon holpine 
them set up their oontor there. The only problem W$1 th&t wo nOT<tT knmT 
moTD thtu\ 2'1 hours 1n &dvADoe whetheT or not we would, be rolooatod the noxt 
day or even whoro we would go U' wo did relocate. Por a long timo, \10 

th~r;ht tho.t TtO would be coing to Cleveland, & largot011'1t 11 niles north or 
here. Thnre 1a still aome question u to who1:hllr we.lrl.ll bo here perm4!1• 
cmtly but for nmY, &t len lit, my homG is Shlll'f, Uiaa. 1 like 'tho tO\·m, on 
the Yrhole1 the pooole 'are mN'Teloualy t'riencily and apparently "rory 1ntorea• 
ted in wiu.t we pli!D to do (by the peoplo , 1 mean tho lieuo populAtion, we ill 
ha"r& next to no oontaDt with tho white Uheiaaipphn•, end 111oat ot that h •. 
not tood. Thoy rooont OUI' preaanoe hue md I don•t reuly blomo the, I 
would roaent invaders too.) and ae8111 quite anxious to halp us help the~:~. 
(that waa a rather ilrrolved so.ntenoe, waan•t itl) 

I didn't tind ont thC\t we would bo lea:rinr,· until twenty ~:~inntoa bo:toro tho 
cu 'in which I wu to rido wu sch11dulod to liiWI! tho ooml:lunity contor in 
Rulevi lle, rio pulled awo.y in " oloud of' dnat, and I :blob:rlxttloox felt Uke 
I hnd beon lot out or jail. Thore I ""s, RIOn!O in a CAR, Yrith COOL llir 
blowin~ through ~v hair. I waa able to rido nlon~ and look ~t tho surroun-
ding countryside , just liko a •touriat , I didn't h!\VO to wondor H' the next ,, 
oar l smv wo•>ld be tull or whito t roris~a a.nxious to mlllco 11111"0 that I ll.· 

trr>an•t <>ble to nooomoliah n in the aov~roian at.to ot J.!iuiasilroi, 
or oorhapa the polioo true , oomn ate \orith growlinr, dog waa to o~ me an­
othoz: visit, Thl) seourity rar,uhtiona hat! been very tight , 1m wore not 
a.llowed to e;o d01vnt01tn oxoept to do budnooa thnt oo••ld not be handled by 
cmyone oxoent ouraol"res. We oould neTer be .Uono outside or tho hornea 
whAro we were oto,yint, but undor no oiroumatanooa whataoBVor oould we go 

. out or the Nogro aroo. withot.-t being 'Dftl"t or 11 eroun. Night wu t ho worst 
ti>M ot ill1 uni!Uil"lced trucke without lights ••ere meeting at the oity cl\lm:J) 
nir;htly, rumor haa it tha~ this waa tho locnl vi,;ilnnte group, The Polioe · 1 .•. 
patrollocl the area hourl;r. , and n.ot just ror our ,stl!'oty. Be!'ore wo t.rrivod ' • 
in Ruleville , thoro wero l!IMY ..ote of potty v!OI'enoe, but nothing ro ally , .. 
bad. From the . time '" arrived, the only oontaot ••o had ,tth the whitll 
oom:nl.tnity \'f'U the i~equent tripa 'l'rll h~d dOI'IIItcmn &nd the ono 'l'ilit tho.t 
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AXTNJK .made to aome of our group. ATTACK ia & group or oollege ~ 
etudcmta trom southern oohoole who aup'DOrt oacre~ation, and oro tT)"ing to 
oonvinoe uo lor.ioally that we hl\'l"e no buaineaa 1n tho atate or IJ!edsaipp'i. 
They do not support or participate in Yiolenoe. Tbi a 11 tho beet kind ot 
oontaot for whioh we o&n hone exoept on &n indiYI.du.U buio, 'l'ho othor 
reaotione whioh oa~~ be 8Xlleoted run tram the quiot tolernnGe or violenoo ot . . . 
tho Whito Oitiaene' Oounoil to tho outright n.dvoo~tion ot "riolenoo ot · · 
th~ Ku llux Klan. Indi'ridu&l white eouthornera m*Y not .a~ree with thia . 
~o4ioy, in tsot moat ot them probably do not, but the white hore who advo-

··'C.tu a Ght.n:;e ia oonsiderod as leu th&n tlio lfegro. It talcee very ro.U 
oour•&o to to.oe thh kind of hn.tred and 1ntmidation, and y ery f!G\• 1>oople 
lll'a ~bl.o to do itt. In l40ZDph1o , 'lf8 had a ooll'r'oraation with o young white 
~~~~ tra Jaoklon who did not teal that thie waa the oue. He telt th&t tor 
the moot pol't , the white OCIIIIIU\ity would aup1>0l't ur in our procr.,.a ot 
education and vatU reghtrst1CIIl 0 but would ce mt~oniaed by OUI' w1de-
aprn.d publio~ty. 'lllltortun&telJ • tlrl:• doea not appoar to bo the oue. 
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From our !'or,r,y 'riOW"point wl.thin tho trep;ro community, it r oally aocrms that 
thoro ia no hope or ou~nort rram outoid~ho oo~orod population • • At qxrord , 
out or our mo.ny londors , I OM only l"emomber two who could 'be olani.f'iod o.o 
>1hito Southonnera. Tho rut wore flither Negroes or Uorthornora. l think 
t h nt in public , no white ill tho oouth daroa to 'be in tho middle , ho oithCir 
accepts the syGtom or ho goeo to tho other oxtr ome ot fi&htin~ it rtith 411 
o.f' his r•aouroea or timo, monAy, and rnnuta.tion. ln thia &Cinae, tho white 
has leas .f'reodom than hia colored 9mPloyeeo. 

Ruleville is a oomnar itivoly ,.,,,.].thy ool!ll!1Unity , it Shllll' is to be oonsi­
d<tred typiolll . I don't ron.lly mind the hole or indoor toilet .f'o.oilityea, 
tho crowded condition• or our oloopinr, llpOIXtllxliJl quarters , or even tho 
horrible poverty o!' these oeoplo. nut the poopl e hbre in S!)o.w don't aoam to 
h11ve thA snna erluoa.tiona.l b!Ulkground-- their homea oro infected with ro11ohns 
and they la11vo periaho.bh !'ocid out ill the heat . 1 don' t knO\'r hOlY much r;ood 
•re oo.n do in the areo. of oduoo.tio~t nbout health nnd unitation, but. I feel 
that ..., 111Ust do somothin~ o.l>out this . 

Another th.in~: \'Thich ~11ddons mo h tho.t theno people havo ti"'J\Y vary nice ' 
thinp;s which nro unused beoa1uo they lack Sot:\e simple ropo.ir job. The 
bast ex~~le io the wo.ter hoo.ter ~ tho homo whore I lived in Ruleville. 
As tor ...,: I knar1, only 11 f<nY millutoa of ooncentro.tod work would have l>non 
nocaaoory to ropAir it, but I doubt tho.t it will ever be fixed. OUtaide 
the home whore I~ :.un stayinr; hero in Sh&w, I 01!17 a wnohing mo.ohino~ not = old one . just oittinr. thoro in tho Vfo~nda, I 11:1 n41t sura that it' needed 
ropAiro , but it i:bz .scmecno would t•ke o. pipo from t ho outsido taj, oround 
to tho back or tho haute , only a omnll hclo in tho wn.ll would bo nocosaary • ·. 
-to supply tho ho:no with runninr, rrater in tho kitchen and the 11bility to use 
the w~.ahinr, m'1Dhino. Thoro is e. section of the book poroh oMily !'our !'eet 
square tfhich ho.s auat rotted ""'~' to tho point where thore id no poroh 
le!'t; only 11 hre;e, smolly hole . The jonny 1a b,d, :t.bol !'ull or maGr,ota 
Q.Dd rtitb 11 hur;e hog redding juot behind. It ian' t very ploul\llt• 

I hopo I don ' t sound o.s i!' I wore oomplllining. I don•t moan to. 'l'ha !>oopb 
horo oouldn' t bo ony more wonder !'ul it' thoy wore " olub of potential sn1nu. 
Eo.ch on<J coemo to •t>Y to himul~ th,at if he doem• t do somothine, no one lli 
elsa lYill . It vru a relll revelation o.!'ter finding so maey !JBOple iit homo, 
not aeyono ~t ~ wondor.!'•l •oburoh, 11 but pr:'\otioally everyone olae I hnv~ 
tnillo4 to about 'l1r:f •-r, vtho don't •~ant to "got involved" in somethin~ a 
which oou~nda like it obn.llengea the st11tua quo. It roo.lly m'lkos 1M .f'ollll 
iJiUilty when I remember tho numbor of times that 'l1r:f own roaotion rrao juat 
that , "I don' t wnnt to g<lt involved , I'll let aomeone else do it tor me.'' · 
It ia o. lll&r'r&loua !'eoling to ~o ' involYed nBter aroiding it f'or so lone; • . 
I!' it weren't !'or your help ciiiif onoouro.gonent, I couldn' t bo bore 1'10\''• I 
ro lllly don't know how I c..n ovor thl\l'llc you for giving l!lfl the cho:r.co. I never 
bolicved that auch e. situo.tion aa thh could really oxiat · anywhere, lot 
olone. in the !!;OOd ole '11 S o!' A· :tlO\Y I'm doilll': aomothing, h0!>'9Tor amo.ll 
and appo.rontly uoeleu , to ohnnge tho thwe.ty that nOif oxiata in the 
slwn ..re u throu{;hout the u:ea. ,3 :· 
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•. _...f.be wom•J,.ith wh01:1 1 em tw:bqi: living hor.o in Shav h 1>arhApa t)?ica.l o!' 
the a oorirriooa which theae :maaiJD people willingly lllllk<> to Kiva ua home a 
!'or the aununer. ..Utliout;h moat of those people oan uaUy be claui!'ied aa 
unelliJlloyed, they open their homes to two or moro ot us, orowding themaelvo• 
oven more than theyhad ill the put. Tho 'lfOIIIIID bq,re ia providing deop~ 
apaoe tor fiYe girla ill her~ tin rocn houeo. She haa .f'i'ro childron of' her 

· orm md aeems to 'be talc1ng c!ll'e of' two more. But she ha1 cleared out Oil 
entire rooa tor our u•• at AO oo•t. to ue I wonder '1( I oould b ~ 

• . : o a• g~n,rou•• 
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Tho oivil rir,hts movom,,nt in Rulevillo ho.a l\clvl\llood " gront dolll in tho last 
throe yo,u-s, 'l'horo vtu t. .,orkor horo tho othor d� who wo.s oomplotoly 
=o.:<>d CLt thi;o nroi;reoa Trhioh has boon mo.de dnoo tho volurtteors arrivod 
nbout "Treolc a.go, Throo yel\r's ago, he "'"° part of the pilot r,ronp '1hioh 
bor,an voter ror,istration 1Vork in tho ta,m, They worked for throo montha 
and r,ot ldill::JIJI elovon pooplo to go to Indianola, tho oounty Ha.t for �hCLt 
001inty, o.nd try to register. ?IOlf, in one wook, thoro o.remoro oomnnuu.ty 
people involved 1n tho projeot tho.n thero woro vol1mtoara, 

Sha)'f, on the other ho.nd 1a a. non� a.roa, There hu beon no aignifioont oivl.l 
ri�hta Yrorlc hero initiated by outddere • althou,;h the looal ton,:i11i;i:,rs ar-e J{

more aotivo thon thoir pllTonta, Thore is a very aotivo te11no.go r,ro11p hero, 
Tho looD.l pooole, white and ?fer.ro a.ro unoorte.in npout hO'II' "'" uo to bo 
tr@D.tod, and�� A roault, oaa reooption varios from quite good to very 0001.

'.i'hore was " looal ":bite :1:11an who •toppod tod� and triod to aoll us aOl\'le 
liquor, (Lriasia-aipp1 is the only dry ato.te loft in ,tho tlS, 'but thel<l ii o.

whhkey to: ond liquor ia sold 61>enly in 111any atoree.) Whan we ""'"TY po-
l1tely' refused, ho aaid, •with the heo.do.ohe you aro r;ettini; into, you will 
need a oouplo of drinks,• Wo wue not really 'bothored, but thi• killd or

. petty intimidation 1a to bo expected. 
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'l'oda;r wo were troo.ted to o. roylll goodbyG end thank you piollio in Rulovillo, 
The trholo Uogro !)Opula.tion \TO.S o.poarontiy po.oked into the ohuroh to •a;r

thlll'l.lc you to us when 1vo should roal ly he.vo been s�:,in5 thonlcs to them, 
Sinoo I entored lo:ieaiasippi, I have aeen friendlineaa and wllM!lth such u 
-I nover ro<llly belioved existed, They nave oponod their homes and hollTts
to all or us Md i;ivon uo ALL tho.t thoy ho.vo, not oonaidoring their own
oomronienoe or hllJ)pineas. '!'hey r,lve more than they have where I give only
o. 1mo.ll portion of wliat I have to r;&t,e.

I Trlah tho.t my rooordor \tore more ·o.oourato, I tried to rooord some muoio 
the oth!>r day-, but tl\e timing on tho r.eoorder 1a unl)Von and the muaio 0011ldn't. 
be unrlarotood, Tho voices tod&¥ should hnvo boon ouriod on wery rlldio 
notworlc in tho country, not for their J11Usioal oxo<>llonoe but for theirldodi­
oation�d interost, rheso people kndW Whllt freedOlll rnenna where wo oon'!t, 
Thoy have to fi,:li1!for overythinp; thoy gat, therefore thoy tlllce a<h-anto.ge of' 
every right whioh \they do, 11 poaaosa, How ml.UIY of us �o to the trouble 
to attend evory prooinot mooti�d vota in overy oleotion f'rlr whioh we are 
qualiliedf Row l!U!.llf ot ua really oare that we onn Totat I'm not eure thllt 
I really did bofore I ooloe hero, or that I roa.l'lylr;n"" .,,en nmr. But I do 
know tha.t I ht1ve learned tht.t thore is "' roo.l vcu.110 in the right to vote 
&nd be reoooiiaed u a first olo.1• oitizen, 

A. vitlll port of th.is aummer•s pro1.1ram b tha Freedom Regietra'.tfon, Tho pur­
poae or this 1a to unaoo.t the ldiaaiasipni dologation in tho Nationt.l DOJ!lo­
orlltio convention, beoa.use• of inaouro.te re1>ruentatian. !ho Froed01:1 Domo­
orQte will r,re:sont the Freed0111 Regiatrlltion Rolls to th·e Cr'odentie.la 
= · i k ltia oOJnmittee at the ocnrrontion and uk .that thoy be given tho se .. t 

___ pt' .th<> ;•i • 1pul l.!isaiasipni delegation booauae the tollQ'll'ing -poople ho.vo 
regiatorod thoir i,rot'oronoe !'or the Freed.om Der;oora.tio Pllt'ty IUld tho.t they 
had not,for the moat part, been &l.lowod to register to Tote, 'l'hore is "' 
roal possibility thAt they mq bo suoouat'lll 'booauae tho J.!iasias1ppi Prirty ' 
ha.a doolued publ1oly that they will not aupport tho National DEIC!OOro.tio 
Plati'orm• they do not want the 01'1"11 Riyita Bill to bo part or the plo.t-
1.'orm under wbioh they will be reoog11ised. :rhe reason that I h&Vo e;oB: into
thia l6fte explanat1= b th&t I hope ea.on ot you -.ho baa er,y oonneotlon 
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with c:ny of tho ()olor~do delo&atea or evon \Yith tho D<1'111>0rntio pnrty in 
tho atnte would try to ~ot tho Colorado delog&tion to ~up~ort tho RroodoQ 
Domooro.ts, It m:a,y so9lll just lilco o. camo, but politionl inf'lnenoo h vitlll 
to the movemont here and this kind of oupoort would be inv,Uuable. 

Tho volunto9ra aro 1!1 stron~:ely n.soorted group. '!'here 1\1'0 :t'iftoon of ua 
horo ncm o.lone with trto COFO atl\ff' worlcere. Th<lre is o. honvy orodominnnoo 
of girls , IUld tho only Hogroos nro tho two ato.ff' workers. Thoro nro two 
girls from Doston o.nd two ·rrom Jlew York, aovoral more i'l'om tho East and 
l.:idwast , o.nd o. very few of ua !'rom tho We at. As you may lcnoo, th_oro nro . . 
only two Colorndnns who oomo into lfiasiaoipJli in the groUJ7 from rcy tr~ininl?; 
oossion, ~oat of tho poOJllo h~o boon aotive in oivil ri~hts work in their 
homo tO';mo or thro11r,h tho1r oohoolB, in thio I Qlll o. rnnl oxonption. Liotivoo 
~re or oouraQ ndxod , · but ovoryono horo aeo1:1o to hllVO n roo.i oomnitt!JI')nt to 
tho id1111 tho.t ever~ mnn is o. J>OTson , not just o.n 1111imo.l. One eirl :ls on• . 
f<lllod to n ~loe;ro boy who is with the Project in Ho.ttiaeburg. One ot the 
six f!UY& is rn!II'rie.d; na fo.r a.o I l!n""', hia 'Yi:t'o ..nd two kids are o.t ho."'"• 
One r,irl is !l pOGt by pro_t'ossion, mo~t are otndonto o.t Aither -very smnll 
or 'irory 141"go schools. The 'l'O'Or~o o.t;o ie "bout 20 , I wo11ld s~, but there 
oro scver!ll peoplo whoao nees are i'IIT £rom tho.t medium. All are noliti­
o<tlly t\Wsro and s. little slceotioo.l o.bout tho whole Amerion.n aystam but h<lVO 
litt lo bettor to offer so thoy ouooort the oxiatin(l set-up. Mcuv ot tho 
studl:tnts r~to.lly qttll.:stion tho oxi:stonce oi' a god but aro 'l'tillinfl to behAve in 
o. dif'i'o ront m'lll.l'lor f'or tho summer in order to o.voia antnr,onising tho loo:U. 
Ner-;roos who find tho ch11roh thoir only J>vonuo of e20<q)O £rom the hell which 
is thoit livoa. 'i'ho oxistenoo of r;od in some form is ., univeranl.ly o.ooopted 
i'Aot by the l'lo~ro populo.tion as a whole , 'and ohillent;'1nll thio beliet \Yould 
be JtUoh woroe thon uaoleas. 

I havo round it very difficult to ru~oept the i doa thot the t>olio<l 1\l"O not 
on r.w aiao. They have boen lcncnm 'to n11rtioino.to in boetint;s durin{} <l<>mon• 
atrationo bu1; c.ro avon bettor lcncnm for their o.poaront doli~ht in bea.ting 
oivil ri~:hta workers in tho privo.oy <>f the atation. The trnditiona.l phone 
ooll ia not noooaur1ly 11ll0\'1'8d, o.nd ..v&n then thoro ia l!.k~>ly to bo n. 
lone; del~ bqfore it ie ulcn1od. Cbtil rights work<Jrs oro often ))Ut in 
the stliM ooll with known aouegationiote , in tho j8il on suoh charges a.o 
drunkenness ( ?) or $ometh1n& oqunlly o.nr,ry. Tho polioe then sit by lllld 
:-to.toh while thot civil righters are aav~qly baa.ten. Sinoe it is the po­
lionmP.n1 s word !\611inat a lcn01m ngit11tor 1 a, thoro 1:1 little) ho1'e for oho.nr,ing 
this in tho nur ruturo. Today wo -r;ero atop!llld by n polioomAn for soooding 
( exousn mo , a ata.to \)atrolmon) o.nd 1t wa.s r.w f'irat dir<Jot aontaot with l<G'f 
ontoroemont o:t'fioio.le in this sovoroign at10to. \7o woro sonro'd; beot~.uao it 
could euily h(lve dovolopod into o. vory bad situation. \'te were luoky he 
only wroto A oit.,tion, but it will probnll" be qretty expensive, I h~pe . 
not , but I im.~gin that WQ woro apoodint; ( tho apee<lomoter oa.ble ia broken 
on<l ~ho replaoomont has been ordorod but h4Gn't arrivod yet. 

14om anid whon I last talked · to hor/ that there wercl file o4l'ds manilo. 
f'oldera, a ato,;Jler and ato.plea lfGro on th,oir way !'rom you to·m~. I onn•t , . 
thnnlc you onour,h, h«Vt> you evor trhd to aet up ·a publio libr!ll"y without 
-~y file oardot I don't relish tho ~houcht of tryinr; to o .. t.Uog overy book, 
but it ~~st bo dono it pha library ia to be r9sl~y uoorul. The oolored 
poopla. hore ho.va no library t'AOiHtioa n.vdlo.ble to them exoon+. tht> mo.ll 
aohool librar7, o.nd they o.ro quite elll<ious to h<IVe their cn-m h brary, I la 
hogo you reo.li&a th&t thoeo tooilitiaa are not to b~ limited. to use by tho 
No2:ro oommmity, wo just doubt tho.t anyt~e else will aa tit to uaa them i'or 
111AA'11 Y8 .,... .I ~ hope~~ ~hat this ie · an iDoorreot o.aaumptiOil. · 
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:;: h~vo nut ' lot or wor da on pnror, but I ' m not rn•lly anro just how nuoh 
z•vo aoid. Thia ~hort ttrno in Uiasiaain~i h&s bo~n nrioolosa and I h4VO 
ectoh ono or you to thMlc tor it. I 11hh tho.t o •oh o,._, of you oould bo hor. 
to ~h•ro it ~th ~ . but I' ll do~ boat to r,ivo you my thou~ta about tho 
tOI'm or Sho:TI'. 1 OPIII' t ao,v muo.h about rmy pl110e olaa boo .. uso th.or e will bo 
no ohnnco fol' 1!10 to tuvol within tho ~:.to. If rmy or you ru-e going to bo 
in the South this 1111111110r I hopo that you orm atoD in and aee 1119 here . Tho 
coctu ia on Alex!ll'ldor shoot in tho Noqo sootion ot' Sh:ll'l'. I ttill t:ivo you 
& eoluxo toUl' or the oOllW.Init;v and the oOliiOIUility oontor and intro~uoe you 
to :.oco l'Oally wond.el' tul ~ooplo. Tho t'110i:titiea an primitive but typioal 
of "'hat I have soon or the &ro&. 

Goodb~ for DCIIf , end I prom•• not to wait eo long be foro JlV n~ lottor. 

Love, 

;u~/ 0. 




