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Dear Friends,

I have boen beon neglecting you shamefmlly, but I heve a semi-reason. I
heave been in Ruleville, abou 21 miles from here, and I have been helping
them set up their center there. The only problem was that we never knew
more than 24 hours in edvance whether or not we would be reloeated the next
day, or even where we would go if we did relocate. For a long time, we
thoupht that we would be going to Cleveland, a largetown 11 miles north of
here. There is still some question as to whether we.will be here perman=-
ently, but for now, at lenst, my home is Shew, Miss. 1 1like the tovm, on
the whole; the peoonle are marvelously friendly and apparently vory interes-

ted in what we plan to do (by the people, I mean the Negro population, we &

have next to no ocontaot with the white Mississipplans, and moat of that is
not pood. Thoy resent our presence here and I don't really blame them, I
would resent invaders too.) and seem quite anxious to help us help them.
(that was a rather involved sentence, wasn't itg)

I didn't find out that we would be leaving until twenty minutos before the
g¢ar in whieh I was to ride was schaduled te lasve the esemmunity center in
Rulaville. We pulled away in n oloud of dust, and I Pewdwrixiiiosx felt like
I had beon let out of jail. There I was, RIDING in a CAR, with COOL air
blowing through ry hair. I was able to ride aleonrg snd look at the surroun=-
ding countryside, just like a tourist. I didn't have to wondor if the next
oar I smy would be full of white terrorists anxiocus to make sure that I
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wasn't able te anccormplish s ng in the soveroipn stste of Mississiopi,
or nvorhaps the police truck, comnlate with growling dog was to pay me an-
other visit. Tho seourity repulations had been very tight: we were not
allowed to po downtown exoept to do business that could not be handled by
anyona excent oursolves. We oconld never be nlone outaside of the homes
whare we were staying, but under no ciroumstances whatsosver oould we go
.out of the Nogro aroa without being part of a proun. Night was the worst
time of all; unmarked trucks without lights were meeting at the eity dump
niphtly, rumor has it thaf this was the loeal vigdlante group. The Police
patrolled the area hourly , and not just for our safety. Before wo arrived
in Ruleville, thore were many acts of patty violence, but nothing really
bads From the time we arrived, the only contaot we had with the whith
community was the infrequent trips we had domtown and the one vilit that
ATTACK .made to some of our group. ATTACK is a group of college Tidwnis
students from southern schools who suprort segregation, and are trying to
asonvinge us logically that we hrwe no business in the sta‘e of Mississippi.
They do not support or participate in violence. This is the best kind of
contnot for which we csn hope except on an individual basis. The other
reaactions which can be expected run from the quist tolerance of violence of
the White Citizens' Counoil to tho outripht advoostion of violenco of '
the Ku Klux Klan, Individual white southorners may not agree with this.
policy, in faot most of them probably do not, but the white here who advo=
" cates a ohange is considered as less than the Negro. It takes very real
eourafo to face this kind of hatred and intimidation, and very few people
are able to do ét. In Memphin, we had a oonveraation with a young white .
man from Jackson who did not feel that this was the case. He felt that for
the most part, the white community would supnort us in our programs of i
educstion and vothe registration, but would ge antagonized by cur wide=
spread publicity. Unfortunately, this does not eppoar to bo the case.
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From our fopry viowpoint within the Negro commnity, it roally seoms that
there is no hope of suvport from outuiﬂsf;thu cogored porulation. LAt Oxford,
ont of our many lenders, I oan only remomber two who oould be olassifiod as
white Southppners. The rest were aither Negroos or Northerners. I think
that in publioc, no white in the south dares to be in tho middle, he either
accepts the systom or he goes to the other oxtreme of fighting it with all
of his rosources of timo, monay, and reputation. In this sense, tho white
has less freodom than his colored employees.

Ruleville is a comnaritively wealthy commmity, if Shew is to be consi=
dored typical., I don't really mind the laok of indoor téilet facilitjes,
the crowded conditions of our sleeping xpxxwxmi quarters, or even tho
horrible poverty of these people. But the poople hore in Shaw don't soam to
have tha same educational background-=their homes are infectod with roaches
and they laavo perishabla food out in the heat. I don't know how much good
we can do in the area of education about health and sanitetion, but I feel
that we must do something about this. :

Another thing which saddens me is that these people have many very nice
things which are umssd beosuse they lack some simple repair job. The

bast example is the water heater in the home whore I lived in Ruleville.

As far as I kmow, only a fow minutos of conoentrated work would have beon
nacasaary to repair it, but I doubt that it will ever be fixed. Outaide
the home where I am staying here in Shew, I anw a washing mochine™) not

an old one, just sitting there in the weeds. 1I'm ndt sure that it needed
ropairs, but if Timx someone would take n pipn from the outside tap around
to the bask of the house, only a smnll hole in the wall would be necossary
to supply tho home with running water in the kitchen and the ability to use
the washing mechine. Thore is a seotion of the back porch ansily four feet
square whioh has just rotted oway to the point where there 1d no porch
laft; only a large, amelly hole. The jonny is bLad, £Imm full of maggots
snd with a huge hog residing just behind. It isn't very ploasant.

I hope I don't sound as if ] wore complaining. I don't moan to. The noople
horo eouldn't be any more wonderful if they wore a olub of potential saincs,
Each one seems to say to himself that if he dossn't do somethlng, no one =k
else will. It was a Teal revelation after finding so many neonle nt home,
not anyona at my wonder Ml “ohurch," but practically everyons else I have
talled to about my summery who don't want to “got inveolvod" in something =k
which gounds lilke it ohallenges the status quo. It really makes me foel
guilty when I remember tho number of times that my own resction was just
that, "I don't want to get involved, I'll let somoone else do it for ma."
It is a marvelous feoling to be invelved afiter avoiding it for so long.

If it weren't for your help and encouragement, I couldn't be here now, I
really don't know how I oan ever thank you for pgiving me the oharee. I never
bolieved that such a situantion az this ocould really exist . anywhere, let
aleme in the good ole U 8 of A. Now I'm doing something, however small

and apparently uselesa, to change the thavesty that now exists in the

slum aress throughout the arsa. i

..—7The vomartwrith whom 1 em imewinpy living here in Shaw is perhaps typioal of
the sscrificos which these iy people willingly make to pivex us homes
for the summer. Although most of these people can easily be oclasasified as
unemployed, they opon their homes to two or moro of us, crowding themselves
oven more than 'I:hnghad in the past. The woman here is providing sleoping
spoge for five girls in hergy five room housc. She has five childrom of her

“ovm and seems to be taking care of two more. But she has oleared out an

entire room for Our Use at mo cost to us. I wonder if I oould ba as gongrous.
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The oivil rishts movemint in Rulevillo has advanoced a great doal in tho last
throe yosrs. Thoro waa a worker hore the other day who was oomplotoly
amazed ot the nrogrees whioh has boon made sinoe the volunteors arrivod
about a weok aj0. Throo years ago, he waa part of the pilot group whioh
began voter registration work in the towne They vorked for throo montha

and got ©wxm elovon pooplo to po to Indimnola, tho oounty soat for that
oounty, and try to registere MNow, in one wook, thoro aremore oommuwnity
people involved in tho projeot than there wore voluntoeera.

Show, on the other hand is a new area. There has beon no significant oivil
rights work haro initiated by outsiders, although the looal toanagors are x
more aotivo thon their parentse Thore is a very sotivo teaenago group hero.
Tho looal poople, white and Yegro ero unoortain apout hoew we are to do
treatod, and a3 a result, omn reonption varios from quite good to very oool.
Thore was a looal white man who stopped today and triod to soll us some
liquor. (kiasissippi is the only dry state loft in tho US, but them:is a
whiskey tax and liquor is sold éoenly in many stores.) ‘thon wo vary po-
litely rofused, he said, "7ith the headeshe you are getting into, you will
need a oouple of drinks." e waore not really bothered, but thia kind of
-potty intimidation is to be expeoted.
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Todoy vie were troated to n royal goodbye and thank you pionio in Rulovillo,
The wholo Nopgro population was apoarently panoked into the ohuroh to say
thank you to us when we should really have been saving thanks to thenm.
Sinoo I entored kississippi, I have eeen friendliness and warmth such as

-I nover really belioved existede They have oponed their homes and hoearts
to all of us and givon us ALL that thoy have, not oonsidering their own
oonvonienoe or hanpiness. - They five more than they have where I give only
a small portion of what I have to géde.

I wish that my reoorder were more aocourate, I tried to rooord some muwio
the other day, but the timing on the recorder {s unaven and the mueio ooculdn't.
be undorstood. The voices today should have boon oarriod on every radio
notwork in tho country, not for their msioal oxoellenoe but for theirdedi-
oationtnd interost. Theso people ow what freedom means where we oamm't,
Thoy have to fightfor overything they gat, therefore thoy take advantage of
every right whioch ‘they do mzxzxx possesaes How many of us go to the trouble
to attend evory preoinot—mootinpgand votae in overy eleotion for whioh we are
qualified? Row many of us really oare that we oan vote? I'm not sure that
I really did before I oame here, or that I roally kmow even now. But I do
know that I have learned that thore is a real valua in the right to vote
and be reoognized as a first class citizen.

A vital part of this summer's program {8 the Froedom Registration. Tho pur=
pose of this is to unsoat the Kississipoi dologation fn tho National Demo-
oratio convention, beoause' of inaourate “reprosentation. Tho Freedon Bemo-
orats will present the Freedom Registration Rolls to the Crodentials
=xxwitkinn oormittee at the oomvention and ask that thoy be given the seat
J-_,yf-ﬁre—:‘im;u::t Eissiaalpni delegation booause the following people havo
registorodthuir oreforence for the Freedom Demooratio Party and that they
had not,for the most part, been rllowod to rogister to vote. There is o #
real possibility that they may bo suooesaful booauso tho Uissisaippi Party
has deolared publicly that they will not support the Naticnal Demoeratio
Platforms they do not want the Civil Rights Bill to bo part of the plat-
form undor whioh they will be recogniszed. The reascn that I have gon: into
this 1éng explanation is that I hopo eaoh of you who has any oonneotion
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with any of the Colorado delegates or even with the Demmoratio party in
thae state would try to get the Colorado delagation to support the Erecdom
Demoorats. It may seem just like a game, but politioal influence is vital
to the movement here and this kind of support would be invaluables

The volunteers are a strangely nssorted groups. There aro fifteen of us

here now aleng with two GOFO staff workers. Thare is a heavy oradominance
of zirls, and tha only Nogroes aroe tho two ataff workers. Thera are two
girls from Beston and two from New York, soveral more from the East and
Midwest, and a very fow of us from the West. As you may know, there are
only two Coloradans who came into Mississippi in the group from my training
sossion. Most of the people hava boon active in oivil ripghts work in their
homn tovms or throngh thoir sohoels, in this I am a ranl axoaption. liotives
are of course mixed, but overyone hero seems to have a roal committment to
the iden that every man is a person, not just an animals One girl is en=
gaced to a Nopro boy who is with the Projeot in Hattiesburg. One of the g
six puvs is married; as far as I Enow, his wife and two kids are at home.
Cne girl is a poat by nrofossion, most are studonts at either very small

or wory larpe schools, The wwerage age is about 20, I would say, but there
are several peopls whose ages are far from that medium. All are noliti-
anlly smware and a little skeotioal about the whole American system but have
little bettor to offor so they supnort the existing seteup. Many of the
students really quastion the existence of a god but aro willing to behave in
o different manner for the summor in erder to avoid antaponizing the losal
Negroes who find the church their only avenue of emcaps from the hell which
is tho#t lives. The existence of god in some form is a universally acceptad
faet by the Negro population as a whole, and challenging this belief would
be much worse than useless,

I have found it very diffioult to ncoept the idea that the nolise are not
on my side. They have been known 'to participate in baatings duriag demon=-
strations but are oven batter known for their epparent delight in beating
oivil ripghts workers in the privacy of the stations The traditional phone
6nll is not necessarily allowed, and aven then thora is likely %o be n
leng delay before it is allowed. Civil rights workers sre often put in
the samn sell with known sepregationista, in the jail on such charpes as
dronkenness (1) or something oqually anpry. Thae police then sit by and
watoh while the eivil righters are savagely beaten. Since it is the po-
licomen's word against a nom agitator's, thore is little hope for changing
this in the near future. Today we were stopped by a poliocoman for speading
(excusa mo, a state patrolman) and it was my first direot contaot with law
anforeement officials in this sovoreign stato, o woro scared, becouse it
could easily have doveloped into a vory bad situation. We were lueley, he
only vrote a ocitation, but it will probaBiy be gretty expensive. I hope
not, but I imagin that we wore speeding ( the speedomoter cable is brolen
end tho replacomont has been ordered but hasn't arrived yet.

Kem said whon I last talked to herd that there were file cards, manila
folders, a stapler and staples were on their way from you tome. I asn't
thank you enough, have you sver triod to set up a publio library without
-~y file oards? I don't relish the thought of trying to ontaloz every book,
but it must be done if the library is to be really useful, The oolored
people hore have no library fosilitles available to them exoo-* the small
school library, and they are quite anxious to have their own library. I Xx=
hooe you realize that these faoilities are not to bs limited to use by +the
Negro commmity, we just doubt that anyerme else will se fit to use them for
meny yearse I kxmpaxiiodke hope that this is en incorrect assumption.
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I have mut a lot of worda on paper, but I'm not really swre just how much
I'va salds This short time in Mississippl has besn nriceless and I have
easch one of you to thank for it. I wish that ench ons of you ecould ba here
to shero it with me, but I'1l do my bost te pive you my thoughts about the
tom of Shaw, I onn't say mich about any place olse boomuse thare will bo
no chance for me to trawvol within the state. If any of you nre going to be
in the South this swmmer, I hope that you ocan stor in and see me here. The
conter is on Alexander Street in the Negro ssotion of Shawe I will give you
o doluxe touwr of the commmity and the community center and intreduce you
to some really wonderful people. The fagilities are primitive but typical
of what I have seon of the area, : :

Goodbye for now, and I promise not to wait so long before my next lettor.

Love, o
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